xlookup between two workbooks

xlookup between two workbooks is a powerful function in Excel that allows
users to retrieve data from one workbook based on matching criteria in
another. This capability is particularly useful for professionals who handle
large datasets across multiple files, enhancing data management efficiency.
In this article, we will explore how to effectively use the XLOOKUP function
to compare and extract information between two separate Excel workbooks. We
will cover the syntax and structure of the XLOOKUP function, practical
examples of its application, tips and best practices for using it
effectively, and common challenges you may encounter. By the end, you will
have a comprehensive understanding of how to utilize XLOOKUP to streamline
your data operations across workbooks.
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Understanding XLOOKUP

XLOOKUP is a modern Excel function designed to replace older functions like
VLOOKUP and HLOOKUP. It provides a more flexible and intuitive way to search
for values in a dataset. Unlike its predecessors, XLOOKUP can search both
vertically and horizontally, allowing for greater versatility in data
retrieval. Its introduction has revolutionized the way users interact with
Excel, making it easier to handle complex data comparisons.

One of the key advantages of using XLOOKUP is its ability to work seamlessly
across multiple worksheets and workbooks. This means users can pull data from
an entirely different file, making it a crucial tool for professionals
dealing with extensive data analyses. Additionally, XLOOKUP allows for
returning multiple values, which can be particularly beneficial when working
with related datasets.

Syntax of XLOOKUP

The syntax of the XLOOKUP function is straightforward, comprising five main
arguments. Understanding these components is essential for using XLOOKUP
effectively, especially when working between two workbooks.

The basic structure of XLOOKUP is as follows:



XLOOKUP (lookup value, lookup array, return array, [if not found],
[match mode], [search mode])

Here’'s a breakdown of each argument:

e lookup_value: The value you want to search for.

e lookup_array: The range or array where the function will search for the
lookup value.

e return_array: The range or array from which to return the matching
value.

e [if _not_found]: Optional. The value to return if no match is found.

e [match_mode]: Optional. Determines how matching is performed (exact
match, wildcard match, etc.).

e [search_mode]: Optional. Determines the search direction (first-to-last
or last-to—-first).

When using XLOOKUP between two workbooks, the syntax remains the same, but
you must ensure that the workbook references are correctly established.

Using XLOOKUP between two workbooks

To utilize XLOOKUP between two workbooks, you must first ensure that both
workbooks are open. This allows Excel to recognize the references easily.
Here’s how to effectively set up XLOOKUP across workbooks:

1. Open both workbooks in Excel.

2. Select the cell where you want the result to appear in the primary
workbook.

3. Begin typing the XLOOKUP formula.

4. For the lookup_array, switch to the second workbook and select the range
that contains the values you want to search.

5. For the return_array, ensure you select the corresponding range from the
second workbook that contains the data you wish to retrieve.

6. Complete the formula with any optional arguments as needed.

For example, if you are looking for employee names in one workbook based on
their IDs from another, your formula might look like this:



=XLOOKUP (A2, '[EmployeeData.xlsx]Sheetl'!$A$2:$A$100,
'[EmployeeData.xlsx]Sheetl' !$B$2:$B$100, "Not found")

Practical examples of XLOOKUP

Let’s delve into some practical scenarios where XLOOKUP can be applied
between two workbooks. These examples will illustrate the function's
capabilities and provide a clearer understanding of its application in real-
world situations.

Example 1: Retrieving sales data

Suppose you have one workbook containing a list of products and their sales
figures, and another workbook that lists product IDs. You want to find the
sales figures for each product based on its ID. The XLOOKUP function can
efficiently retrieve this data, allowing you to analyze sales performance
across multiple products.

Example 2: Employee data management

In an HR context, you may have one workbook containing employee IDs and
another with detailed employee information. By using XLOOKUP, you can pull
specific details such as job title and department based on the employee ID,
streamlining personnel management processes.

Example 3: Inventory tracking

For businesses that manage inventory across different locations, using
XLOOKUP between workbooks can help track stock levels. You can reference one
workbook for current inventory levels and another for reorder thresholds to
ensure efficient stock management.

Common challenges and troubleshooting

While XLOOKUP is a powerful tool, users may encounter challenges when using
it between two workbooks. Here are some common issues and their solutions:

e Workbook not found: Ensure both workbooks are open and check the file
names in your formula for errors.

e No match found: Verify that the lookup value exists in the lookup array
and check for leading or trailing spaces in the data.

e Incorrect return values: Double-check that the return array corresponds
correctly to the lookup array and that both ranges are of equal size.



Best practices for using XLOOKUP

To maximize the effectiveness of XLOOKUP when working between two workbooks,
consider the following best practices:

e Keep workbooks organized: Use clear and descriptive names for your
workbooks and sheets to avoid confusion.

e Use named ranges: This simplifies references in your formulas, making
them easier to read and maintain.

e Minimize data size: When possible, limit the ranges you use in your
XLOOKUP functions to improve performance.

e Document your formulas: Add comments or notes to your Excel files
explaining complex formulas for future reference.

Applying these best practices will enhance your efficiency when using XLOOKUP
in Excel and help you avoid common pitfalls.

Conclusion

In summary, utilizing XLOOKUP between two workbooks is a powerful technique
that can significantly enhance your data analysis capabilities in Excel. By
understanding its syntax, practical applications, and common challenges, you
can leverage this function to streamline your workflows. As Excel continues
to evolve, mastering functions like XLOOKUP will keep you ahead in data
management tasks, making you a valuable asset in any professional setting.

Q: What is the primary advantage of using XLOOKUP
over VLOOKUP?

A: The primary advantage of XLOOKUP is its flexibility, as it can search both
vertically and horizontally, unlike VLOOKUP. Additionally, it allows for
returning multiple values and is easier to use for complex lookups without
requiring sorted data.

Q: Can XLOOKUP return values from multiple columns?

A: Yes, XLOOKUP can return multiple values from different columns if
structured correctly, allowing users to retrieve related data in one formula.

Q: How do I reference a closed workbook in XLOOKUP?

A: XLOOKUP does not work with closed workbooks directly. Both workbooks must
be open for the references to function correctly in Excel.



Q: What does the [if not_found] argument do in
XLOOKUP?

A: The [if_not_found] argument allows you to specify a custom message or
value to return if the lookup value is not found in the lookup array,
preventing errors and improving clarity.

Q: Is XLOOKUP available in all versions of Excel?

A: XLOOKUP is available in Excel 365 and Excel 2021. It is not available in
earlier versions, such as Excel 2019 or Excel 2016.

Q: Can I use XLOOKUP with wildcards?

A: Yes, XLOOKUP supports wildcards for partial matching. You can use "?" for
a single character and "" for multiple characters in your lookup value.

Q: What happens if the lookup array and return array
are not the same size in XLOOKUP?

A: If the lookup array and return array are not the same size, XLOOKUP will
return a VALUE! error. It is essential to ensure both arrays are of equal
dimensions.

Q: How can I troubleshoot if XLOOKUP returns N/A?

A: To troubleshoot N/A errors, check that the lookup value exists in the
lookup array, ensure there are no extra spaces or formatting issues, and
confirm the ranges are correct and of equal size.

Q: Can XLOOKUP work with data types other than text
and numbers?

A: Yes, XLOOKUP can work with various data types, including dates and logical
values, as long as the lookup value and lookup array are compatible.

Q: How does XLOOKUP handle duplicates in the lookup
array?

A: XLOOKUP will return the first match it finds in the lookup array if there
are duplicates. If you need to handle duplicates differently, additional
functions may be required.
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xlookup between two workbooks: Microsoft 365 Excel All-in-One For Dummies David H.
Ringstrom, Michael Alexander, Dick Kusleika, Paul McFedries, Ken Bluttman, 2025-09-09 Get into
the nitty gritty of Excel, the all-important spreadsheet tool Microsoft 365 Excel All-in-One For
Dummies offers an all-new way to tackle data in Excel. Start with the basics of inputting, formatting,
and organizing data and work your way to pro techniques that help with any career field or reason
for using the app. Gain the skills to apply advanced formulas and functions, create stunning data
visualizations, build dashboards and reports, and automate your spreadsheets. You'll also get a
glimpse into how Al tools can boost your work. Eight mini-books come together in this expanded
Excel reference. With Microsoft 365 Excel All-in-One For Dummies, you'll soon be the go-to Excel
guru in your office or school. Learn the basics of Excel—organizing data, performing calculations,
and formatting your spreadsheet. Use functions to handle advanced math and financial analysis.
Create data visualizations and summaries to help tell your story Apply basic programming skills
using VBA This book is perfect for professionals or students who need to up their Excel game with
insight from pros who know the classic spreadsheet app inside and out.

xlookup between two workbooks: Excel Dashboards & Reports For Dummies Michael
Alexander, 2022-02-28 It’s time for some truly “Excel-lent” spreadsheet reporting Beneath the
seemingly endless rows and columns of cells, the latest version of Microsoft Excel boasts an
astonishing variety of features and capabilities. But how do you go about tapping into some of that
power without spending all of your days becoming a spreadsheet guru? It’s easy. You grab a copy of
the newest edition of Excel Dashboards & Reports For Dummies and get ready to blow the pants off
your next presentation audience! With this book, you’ll learn how to transform those rows and
columns of data into dynamic reports, dashboards, and visualizations. You’ll draw powerful new
insights from your company’s numbers to share with your colleagues - and seem like the smartest
person in the room while you're doing it. Excel Dashboards & Reports For Dummies offers:
Complete coverage of the latest version of Microsoft Excel provided in the Microsoft 365
subscription Strategies to automate your reporting so you don’t have to manually crunch the
numbers every week, month, quarter, or year Ways to get new perspectives on old data, visualizing
it so you can find solutions no one else has seen before If you're ready to make your company’s
numbers and spreadsheets dance, it’s time to get the book that’ll have them moving to your tune in
no time. Get Excel Dashboards & Reports For Dummies today.

xlookup between two workbooks: Microsoft 365 Excel: The Only App That Matters MrExcel's
Holy Macro! Books, Mike Girvin, 2024-09-26 Master Microsoft 365 Excel from basics to advanced
with practical examples and expert guidance. Perfect for professionals and students aiming to excel
in data analysis, financial modeling, and beyond. Key Features Comprehensive coverage from Excel
basics to advanced functions Practical examples for real-world application Step-by-step guidance on
data analysis and automation. Book DescriptionUnlock the full potential of Microsoft 365 Excel with
this extensive guide, crafted for both beginners and seasoned users alike. Begin by uncovering the
foundational reasons behind Excel’s creation and its unmatched significance in the business world.
Dive deep into the structure of Excel files, worksheets, and key concepts that underscore the
application’s versatility. As you progress, master efficient workflows, keyboard shortcuts, and
powerful formulas, making Excel an indispensable tool for solving complex problems. Moving
forward, the book will guide you through advanced topics, including logical tests, lookup functions,
and the latest features like LET and LAMBDA functions. Gain hands-on experience with data
analysis, exploring the full capabilities of standard pivot tables, advanced Power Query, and Power
BI. Each chapter builds on the last, ensuring that you gain both practical skills and a deep
understanding of Excel’s capabilities, preparing you to confidently tackle even the most challenging
data tasks. By the end of this guide, you’ll not only be adept at using Excel but also equipped with
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strategies to apply Excel's advanced features to real-world scenarios—whether you're interested in
financial modeling, big data analysis, or simply enhancing efficiency in your day-to-day tasks.What
you will learn Master Excel's interface and shortcuts Build efficient worksheets Apply formulas for
problem-solving Leverage data analysis tools Utilize advanced Excel functions Create automated
solutions with VBA. Who this book is for The ideal audience for this book includes professionals, data
analysts, financial analysts, and students who are familiar with basic Excel functions but want to
advance their skills. A basic understanding of Excel is recommended.

xlookup between two workbooks: Microsoft Excel 365 Bible Michael Alexander, Dick
Kusleika, 2022-02-14 Your personal, hands-on guide to the latest and most useful features in
Microsoft Excel 365 Excel 365 is Microsoft’s latest cloud-based version of its world-famous
spreadsheet app. Powerful and user-friendly, it’s an ideal solution for businesses and people looking
to make sense of—and draw intelligence from—their data. The Excel 365 Bible carries over the best
content from the best-selling Excel 2019 Bible while reflecting how a new generation uses Excel in
Excel 365. The authoring team with their decades of Excel and business intelligence experience and
recognition from the Excel community as Excel MVPs delivers an accessible and authoritative
roadmap to Excel 365. Interested in the basics? You’ll learn to create spreadsheets and workbooks
and navigate the user interface. If you're ready for more advanced topics you can skip right to the
material on creating visualizations, crafting custom functions, and using Visual Basic for
Applications to script automations. You'll also get: Over 900 pages of powerful tips, tricks, and
strategies to unlock the full potential of Microsoft Excel 365 Guidance on how to import, manage,
and analyze large amounts of data Advice on how to craft predictions and What-If Analyses based on
data you already have Perfect for anyone new to Excel, as well as experts and advanced users, the
Excel 365 Bible is your comprehensive, go-to guide for everything you need to know about the
world’s most popular, easy-to-use spreadsheet software.

xlookup between two workbooks: Guerrilla Data Analysis Using Microsoft Excel
MrExcel's Holy Macro! Books, Oz du Soleil, Bill Jelen, 2024-09-26 Master Excel data analysis with
this hands-on guide. Learn efficient techniques, advanced functions, and best practices for
real-world scenarios. Key Features Hands-on techniques for efficient Excel data analysis Advanced
functions and best practices for real-world scenarios Step-by-step guidance on complex tasks like
data validation and dynamic arrays Book DescriptionUnlock Microsoft Excel's hidden potential with
this dynamic guide designed for data professionals and enthusiasts. You'll start by reviewing Excel
basics before advancing to powerful tools like Excel Tables, Pivot Tables, and Power Query. Each
chapter enhances your ability to analyze and visualize data efficiently, from complex lookups and
dynamic arrays to essential data validation techniques that ensure accuracy and integrity in your
spreadsheets. As you progress, you'll learn how to protect your work with advanced sheet protection
methods and collaboration tools for seamless teamwork. The book also covers sophisticated
functions like INDIRECT, OFFSET, and LET, preparing you to tackle complex data challenges.
Additionally, you'll receive critical advice on avoiding the pitfalls of machine learning-driven features
and maintaining clean, organized data. By the end of the guide, you'll have mastered Excel's
advanced capabilities, empowering you to streamline workflows, optimize data processes, and make
confident, data-driven decisions. This guide is your comprehensive resource for transforming your
approach to data analysis with Excel.What you will learn Master Excel tables and dynamic
spreadsheets Use VLOOKUP and XLOOKUP effectively Create and manipulate PivotTables Clean and
validate data with Excel tools Apply conditional formatting and de-duping techniques Implement
data models and relationships in Excel Who this book is for This book is ideal for data analysts,
business professionals, and Excel users who need to enhance their data analysis skills. Readers
should have a basic understanding of Excel and be familiar with its interface. No advanced Excel
knowledge is required, but a willingness to learn and apply new techniques is essential.

xlookup between two workbooks: MrExcel 2024 MrExcel's Holy Macro! Books, Bill Jelen,
2024-09-26 Master the latest Excel features and elevate your productivity with practical tips and
expert guidance. Perfect for all skill levels, this comprehensive guide covers everything from basic



tricks to advanced techniques. Key Features Comprehensive coverage of Excel's new 2024 features
Practical examples and step-by-step instructions Advanced tips for automation and data visualization
Book DescriptionUnlock Excel 2024's potential with this essential guide, featuring 150 advanced
techniques designed to elevate your skills. Whether you're automating tasks, creating dynamic
dashboards, or utilizing Excel's new Al tools, this guide provides clear, practical instructions. Each
chapter is crafted to help you navigate Excel's latest features, from data manipulation to complex
formulas and Python integration. This guide offers a hands-on approach, with real-world examples
that demonstrate how to apply Excel’s capabilities in practical scenarios. You'll learn to optimize
your workflow, enhance data visualization, and make informed decisions based on your analysis. The
guide is perfect for intermediate to advanced users looking to stay ahead of the curve and maximize
their productivity. By focusing on both the how and the why of each feature, this guide ensures you
not only understand the technical steps but also grasp the underlying principles that make these
tools powerful. Whether you're a data analyst, financial professional, or business manager, this
guide equips you with the skills to transform your Excel experience, making your work more
efficient, accurate, and insightful. What you will learn Master Excel's latest features efficiently
Implement advanced data analysis Use dynamic arrays and LAMBDA functions Create interactive
dashboards Utilize Python within Excel Automate tasks using Power Query Who this book is for This
book is ideal for Excel users of all levels, from beginners to advanced. No prior experience with the
latest Excel version is needed, but basic familiarity with Excel is recommended. This course is
suitable for professionals in data analysis, finance, administration, and students.

xlookup between two workbooks: Exploring Microsoft Excel's Hidden Treasures David
Ringstrom, 2022-09-16 Discover timesaving features, accessibility and internal control approaches,
data integrity improvements, and spreadsheet automation techniques by exploring Excel shortcuts
and nuances in Microsoft 365, Excel versions till 2021 Key Features Get hands-on experience by
carrying out techniques in detailed example workbooks Reclaim portions of your day by immediately
implementing data integrity and automation features Incorporate spreadsheet disaster recovery
techniques into your daily work Book DescriptionDavid Ringstrom coined the phrase “Either you
work Excel, or it works you!” after observing how many users carry out tasks inefficiently. In this
book, you'll learn how to get more done with less effort. This book will enable you to create resilient
spreadsheets that are easy for others to use as well, while incorporating spreadsheet disaster
preparedness techniques. The time-saving techniques covered in the book include creating custom
shortcuts and icons to streamline repetitive tasks, as well as automating them with features such as
Tables and Custom Views. You'll see how Conditional Formatting enables you to apply colors, Cell
icons, and other formatting on-demand as your data changes. You'll be empowered to protect the
integrity of spreadsheets and increase usability by implementing internal controls, and understand
how to solve problems with What-If Analysis features. In addition, you'll master new features and
functions such as XLOOKUP, Dynamic Array functions, LET and LAMBDA, and Power Query, while
learning how to leverage shortcuts and nuances in Excel. By the end of this book, you'll have a
broader awareness of how to avoid pitfalls in Excel. You’ll be empowered to work more effectively in
Excel, having gained a deeper understanding of the frustrating oddities that can arise daily in
Excel.What you will learn Explore hidden and overlooked features that will save your time
Implement disaster prevention and recovery techniques Improve spreadsheet accessibility for all
users Bolster data integrity and spreadsheet resilience Craft code-free custom worksheet functions
with LAMBDA Create code-free report automation with Power Query Integrate spreadsheet
automation techniques with ease Who this book is for This book is for intermediate to advanced
excel users working in diverse roles such as business users, accountants, project managers and
business analysts among others. The more time that you spend in excel the more time this book will
save you. You will be able to maximize your productivity by learning spreadsheet interactivity,
accessibility and automation. This clear step-by-step explanation and detailed example workbook will
help you to try out new techniques firsthand and leverage them for your business's advantage in no
time.



xlookup between two workbooks: Excel Cookbook Dawn Griffiths, 2024-05-14 Filled with tips,
tricks, and techniques, this easy-to-use book is the perfect resource for intermediate to advanced
users of Excel. You'll find complete recipes for more than a dozen topics covering formulas,
PivotTables, charts, Power Query, and more. Each recipe poses a particular problem and outlines a
solution that you can put to use right away—without having to comb through tutorial pages. Whether
you're a data analyst, project manager, or financial analyst, author Dawn Griffiths directs you
straight to the answers you need. Ideal as a quick reference, Excel Cookbook is also perfect for
learning how to work in a more efficient way, leading to greater productivity on the job. With this
book, you'll jump in and get answers to your questions—fast. This cookbook shows you how to: Get
the most out of Excel's features Address complex data problems in the best way possible Collect,
manage, and analyze data from a variety of sources Use functions and formulas with ease—including
dynamic array and lambda formulas Analyze data with PivotTables, Power Pivot, and more Import
and transform data with Power Query Write custom functions and automate Excel with VBA

xlookup between two workbooks: Excel All-in-One For Dummies Paul McFedries, Greg
Harvey, 2021-11-16 Excel-erate your productivity with the only guide you'll need to the latest
versions of Microsoft Excel Microsoft Excel offers unsurpassed functionality and accessibility for
data exploration and analysis to millions of users around the world. And learning to unlock its full
potential is easier than you can imagine with help from Excel All-in-One For Dummies. Follow along
with Excel expert and veteran author Paul McFedries as he walks you through every feature and
technique you need to know to get the most out of this powerful software. You'll learn how to design
worksheets, use formulas and functions, collaborate with colleagues and review their work, create
charts and graphics, manage and analyze data, and create macros. Plus, you'll discover all the
capabilities Microsoft has included in the newest versions of Excel, including dark mode and
accessibility features. This indispensable reference allows you to: Get a firm grasp of Excel basics
with the book's step-by-step guides before moving on to more advanced topics, like data analysis
Access up-to-date information on all the new versions of Excel, including the ones bundled with
Microsoft 365, Office 2021, and the LTSC/Enterprise Edition Enjoy the convenience of a single,
comprehensive resource detailing everything you need to know about Excel Perfect for people
coming to Excel for the very first time, Excel All-in-One For Dummies, Office 2021 Edition is also a
must-read resource for anyone looking for a refresher on foundational or advanced Excel techniques.

xlookup between two workbooks: Master Your Data with Power Query in Excel and Power BI
MrExcel's Holy Macro! Books, Miguel Escobar, Ken Puls, 2024-09-26 Master data transformation
techniques using Power Query in Excel and Power BI. Learn to manage, optimize, and automate
your data workflows with practical examples. Key Features Comprehensive coverage of Power Query
from basics to advanced techniques Seamless integration and movement of queries between Excel
and Power BI Hands-on practice with real-world data scenarios to build your confidence Book
DescriptionThis book equips you with the essential skills to master Power Query in Excel and Power
BI. Starting with the basics, you'll learn query management, data types, and error handling,
establishing a solid foundation. You'll explore techniques to move queries between Excel and Power
BI, ensuring seamless workflow integration. As the guide progresses, you'll delve into data import
methods from flat files, Excel, web-based, and relational sources, while performing key
transformations like appending, combining, and reshaping data. Advanced topics such as conditional
logic, Power Query values, and M Language fundamentals will enhance your ability to customize and
optimize queries. The book also covers the creation of parameters and custom functions, alongside
applying sophisticated date and time techniques. Finally, you'll learn to optimize query performance
and automate data refreshes, ensuring your analysis remains current. By the end of this guide, you'll
have the confidence and expertise to effectively transform and manage data using Power Query,
significantly enhancing your data analysis capabilities in Excel and Power BI.What you will learn
Understand Power Query fundamentals Manage queries effectively Transform and cleanse data
Import data from diverse sources Utilize advanced features like M language Automate and optimize
data processes Who this book is for Ideal for data analysts, Excel users, and Power BI enthusiasts



looking to streamline data processing. Readers should have a basic understanding of Excel and data
handling concepts. No prior knowledge of Power Query is required.

xlookup between two workbooks: Modern Data Analytics in Excel George Mount, 2024-04-26
If you haven't modernized your data cleaning and reporting processes in Microsoft Excel, you're
missing out on big productivity gains. And if you're looking to conduct rigorous data analysis, more
can be done in Excel than you think. This practical book serves as an introduction to the modern
Excel suite of features along with other powerful tools for analytics. George Mount of Stringfest
Analytics shows business analysts, data analysts, and business intelligence specialists how to make
bigger gains right from your spreadsheets by using Excel's latest features. You'll learn how to build
repeatable data cleaning workflows with Power Query, and design relational data models straight
from your workbook with Power Pivot. You'll also explore other exciting new features for analytics,
such as dynamic array functions, Al-powered insights, and Python integration. Learn how to build
reports and analyses that were previously difficult or impossible to do in Excel. This book shows you
how to: Build repeatable data cleaning processes for Excel with Power Query Create relational data
models and analysis measures with Power Pivot Pull data quickly with dynamic arrays Use Al to
uncover patterns and trends from inside Excel Integrate Python functionality with Excel for
automated analysis and reporting

xlookup between two workbooks: MrExcel 2021 Bill Jelen, 2021-04-01 MrExcel 2021 is
designed to make the reader far more efficient in their use of Microsoft Excel. Originally designed
for Bill Jelen's live Power Excel seminars, the target audience already uses Excel 40 hours a week.
These tips are the aha tips that uncover secret methods in Excel. The book covers general Excel
functions, pivot tables, formulas such as VLOOKUP and the new XLOOKUP. It introduces elements
of modern Excel such as the Power Pivot Data Model and cleaning data with Power Query. Updated
annually, this edition for 2021 adds information on LET and LAMBDA functions, amazing new data
types, dynamic array formulas, and more.
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