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vba workbooks add is an essential aspect of automating and enhancing functionality in Microsoft Excel

through Visual Basic for Applications (VBA). This powerful tool allows users to create, manipulate, and

add workbooks programmatically, streamlining workflows and improving data management. In this

article, we will explore the various methods and techniques for adding workbooks using VBA, including

how to manage multiple workbooks, best practices for coding, and common errors to avoid.

Additionally, we will provide practical examples and use cases to illustrate the concepts discussed. By

the end of this article, you will have a comprehensive understanding of how to effectively use VBA to

add workbooks and enhance your Excel productivity.
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Understanding VBA Workbooks

In Excel, a workbook is a file that contains one or more worksheets, which can hold data, formulas,

and charts. VBA provides a powerful way to automate tasks involving these workbooks, allowing for

dynamic data manipulation and report generation. Understanding the structure and properties of

workbooks in VBA is crucial for effective automation.

A workbook in VBA is represented by the Workbook object. This object allows users to access various

properties and methods that facilitate workbook management, such as opening, closing, and saving

workbooks. It is important to familiarize yourself with the key properties of the Workbook object,

including:

Name: The name of the workbook as it appears in the title bar.

Path: The location of the workbook file on the system.

Sheets: A collection of all sheets contained within the workbook.

Saved: A property that indicates whether the workbook has been saved since the last change.

By understanding these properties, users can write more effective and efficient VBA code to

manipulate and manage their Excel workbooks.

How to Add Workbooks Using VBA

Adding a new workbook in Excel using VBA is straightforward. The primary method to accomplish this

is by using the Workbooks.Add method. This method creates a new workbook and can be customized

with specific templates or default settings.

The basic syntax for adding a workbook is as follows:

Workbooks.Add



This command creates a new workbook based on the default template. However, you can also specify

different templates as needed. For example, if you want to create a workbook based on a specific

template file, you would use the following syntax:

Workbooks.Add Filename:="C:\path\to\template.xltx"

After adding a workbook, you might want to perform additional operations, such as naming the

workbook or saving it. Here’s an example of how to add a workbook, rename it, and save it:

Sub AddAndSaveWorkbook()
Dim newWorkbook As Workbook
Set newWorkbook = Workbooks.Add
newWorkbook.SaveAs Filename:="C:\path\to\newWorkbook.xlsx"
End Sub

This simple subroutine demonstrates how to add a workbook and save it with a specified name and

location, which is a common task in VBA programming.

Working with Multiple Workbooks

When working with multiple workbooks in VBA, it is crucial to manage them effectively to avoid

confusion and errors. You can easily refer to different workbooks by their name or index number. This

section covers how to open, activate, and close multiple workbooks using VBA.

Opening Multiple Workbooks

You can open multiple workbooks in a single VBA operation using the Workbooks.Open method. For

example:

Sub OpenMultipleWorkbooks()
Workbooks.Open Filename:="C:\path\to\workbook1.xlsx"
Workbooks.Open Filename:="C:\path\to\workbook2.xlsx"
End Sub

This subroutine opens two workbooks. It’s essential to keep track of these open workbooks, especially

if you need to manipulate their data.



Activating Workbooks

To activate a specific workbook, use the following syntax:

Workbooks("workbook1.xlsx").Activate

Activating a workbook makes it the current focus in Excel, allowing users to work directly with it.

Closing Workbooks

To close a workbook, you can use the Close method. You can choose to save changes or not:

Sub CloseWorkbook()
Workbooks("workbook1.xlsx").Close SaveChanges:=True
End Sub

This subroutine closes the specified workbook and saves any changes made.

Best Practices for Coding in VBA

When working with VBA to add and manage workbooks, adhering to best practices can enhance code

readability and maintainability. Here are some key best practices:

Use Descriptive Names: Name your variables and procedures clearly to reflect their purpose.

Comment Your Code: Include comments to explain complex operations and logic.

Error Handling: Implement error handling to manage unexpected issues gracefully.

Modular Code: Break your code into smaller, reusable subroutines or functions.

Optimize Performance: Avoid unnecessary calculations and screen updates during execution.

By following these best practices, you can improve the quality of your VBA projects and make them



easier to understand and modify in the future.

Troubleshooting Common Errors

When working with VBA, encountering errors is common. Understanding how to troubleshoot these

errors can save time and frustration. Here are some common errors related to adding workbooks and

their solutions:

Runtime Error 1004: This error often occurs when trying to open a workbook that does not

exist. Ensure the file path is correct.

Object Variable Not Set: This error can occur if you try to reference a workbook that hasn't been

assigned. Always check if the workbook is open before referencing it.

Permission Denied: This error occurs if the workbook is opened in another instance of Excel or if

you lack permission to access the file. Close other instances or check file permissions.

Learning to handle these errors effectively can greatly enhance your workflow and productivity in

Excel.

Practical Use Cases

VBA’s capability to add and manipulate workbooks can be applied in numerous practical scenarios.

Here are a few use cases:

Monthly Report Generation: Automate the creation of monthly performance reports by adding a

new workbook, populating it with data, and formatting it accordingly.

Data Consolidation: Use VBA to add a new workbook that consolidates data from multiple



sources, making data analysis more efficient.

Template Management: Automatically generate new workbooks based on predefined templates

for uniformity in reporting.

These examples illustrate the versatility of VBA in enhancing Excel functionality and efficiency.

Conclusion

Understanding how to effectively use VBA to add workbooks is crucial for anyone looking to automate

their Excel tasks. This comprehensive guide has covered the fundamentals of adding workbooks,

managing multiple workbooks, best coding practices, troubleshooting errors, and practical use cases.

By implementing the techniques discussed, users can significantly enhance their productivity and

streamline their workflows in Excel. Mastery of these skills will empower you to harness the full

potential of VBA, transforming your data management processes.

Q: What is the purpose of the Workbooks.Add method in VBA?

A: The Workbooks.Add method is used to create a new workbook in Excel. It can be customized to

use a specific template or the default workbook layout, allowing for flexible workbook creation.

Q: How can I open multiple workbooks at once using VBA?

A: You can open multiple workbooks by calling the Workbooks.Open method multiple times in your

VBA code, specifying the file path for each workbook you wish to open.



Q: What should I do if I encounter a runtime error when adding a

workbook?

A: If you encounter a runtime error, check the file path and ensure that the workbook you are trying to

access exists. Additionally, make sure that there are no typos in your code and that you have the

proper permissions to access the file.

Q: Can I add a workbook based on a specific template using VBA?

A: Yes, you can add a workbook based on a specific template by using the Workbooks.Add method

with the Filename argument, pointing to the template file you want to use.

Q: What are some best practices for writing VBA code?

A: Best practices for writing VBA code include using descriptive variable names, commenting your

code for clarity, implementing error handling, organizing your code into modular functions, and

optimizing performance by reducing unnecessary calculations.

Q: How can I close a workbook using VBA?

A: You can close a workbook using the Close method, specifying whether to save changes. For

example, Workbooks("workbook1.xlsx").Close SaveChanges:=True will close the workbook and save

any changes made.

Q: What is the difference between activating a workbook and selecting

a workbook in VBA?

A: Activating a workbook brings it to the forefront and allows the user to interact with it, while selecting



a workbook allows you to reference it in your code without changing the focus of the application.

Q: How do I handle errors in my VBA code when adding workbooks?

A: To handle errors in your VBA code, you can use error handling techniques such as On Error

statements to manage and respond to potential errors gracefully, ensuring that your code can continue

to run or exit cleanly.

Q: Can I automate the generation of reports using VBA?

A: Yes, you can automate report generation in Excel using VBA by creating new workbooks,

populating them with data, and formatting them as required, thus saving time and ensuring consistency

in reporting.

Q: What types of tasks can I automate with VBA regarding

workbooks?

A: You can automate various tasks with VBA regarding workbooks, including creating new workbooks,

opening and closing existing ones, copying data between workbooks, consolidating information, and

formatting reports.
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Excel and VBA. The authors explore a range of new topics related to using the software more
effectively and solving the many issues faced by developers.
  vba workbooks add: Mastering MIcrosoft VBA Guy Hart-Davis, 2006-01-18 VBA is used for
writing macros, automating Office applications, and creating custom applications in Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Outlook, and Access Easily accessible by novice programmers, VBA is also powerful
enough for IT professionals who need to create specialized business applications, generating wide
interest Completely revised for the new versions of the language and the Office suite, this book is
the most up-to-date VBA guide on the market Includes what everyone, from power users to system
administrators and professional developers, needs to know Covers all Office products in depth
  vba workbooks add: Excel 2002 VBA Rob Bovey, Stephen Bullen, John Green, Robert
Rosenberg, 2004-08-04 What is this book about? VBA is the programming language for the Microsoft
Office suite and many other applications. VBA gives you complete control of Excel, allowing you to
do anything from automating Excel tasks to developing full applications, using Excel as the
development environment. Excel 2002 is an important upgrade to the Office suite spreadsheet
program. It shows Microsoft's commitment to moving Office to be a web-enabled productivity tool, a
rich client for working with web-based data, with new features such as SmartTags and XML support.
Based on the successful content and format of Excel 2000 VBA Programmer's Reference, this new
edition has been fully updated for Excel 2002. The authors are all Excel MVPs, involved daily in
supporting the Excel VBA programmer community. What does this book cover? The first part of the
book introduces Excel and VBA, including a VBA primer. The second part offers thematic, succinct,
and practical discussions of the features available to Excel VBA programmers, with real-world
examples answering frequently asked questions. The third and final part is a complete reference to
the Excel, VBE, and Common Office Object Models. Here are just a few of the things you'll learn in
this edition: The entire Excel Object Model and the Common Office Object Model Working with
PivotTables Accessing and manipulating data sources from Excel with ADO Programming the Visual
Basic Editor (VBE) New features in Excel 2002, SmartTags, XML, and the Web Expanded references
for Excel versions 97, 2000, and 2002 Who is this book for? This book not only caters for beginner-
and intermediate-level programmers with its introductory coverage of VBA and Excel, but also
provides advanced information for experienced Excel developers in later chapters and the reference.
  vba workbooks add: Excel 2007 VBA Programmer's Reference John Green, Stephen Bullen,
Rob Bovey, Michael Alexander, 2011-08-10 This book is aimed squarely at Excel users who want to
harness the power of the VBA language in their Excel applications. At all times, the VBA language is
presented in the context of Excel, not just as a general application programming language. The
Primer has been written for those who are new to VBA programming and the Excel object model. It
introduces the VBA language and the features of the language that are common to all VBA
applications. It explains the relationship between collections, objects, properties, methods, and
events and shows how to relate these concepts to Excel through its object model. It also shows how
to use the Visual Basic Editor and its multitude of tools, including how to obtain help. The middle
section of the book takes the key objects in Excel and shows, through many practical examples, how
to go about working with those objects. The techniques presented have been developed through the
exchange of ideas of many talented Excel VBA programmers over many years and show the best way
to gain access to workbooks, worksheets, charts, ranges, and so on. The emphasis is on
efficiency—that is, how to write code that is readable and easy to maintain and that runs at
maximum speed. In addition, the chapters devoted to accessing external databases detail techniques
for accessing data in a range of formats. The final four chapters of the book address the following
advanced issues: linking Excel to the Internet, writing code for international compatibility,
programming the Visual Basic Editor, and how to use the functions in the Win32 API (Windows
32-bit Application Programming Interface).
  vba workbooks add: Excel VBA 24-Hour Trainer Tom Urtis, 2015-03-09 Master VBA
automation quickly and easily to get more out of Excel Excel VBA 24-Hour Trainer, 2nd Edition is the
quick-start guide to getting more out of Excel, using Visual Basic for Applications. This unique



book/video package has been updated with fifteen new advanced video lessons, providing a total of
eleven hours of video training and 45 total lessons to teach you the basics and beyond. This
self-paced tutorial explains Excel VBA from the ground up, demonstrating with each advancing
lesson how you can increase your productivity. Clear, concise, step-by-step instructions are
combined with illustrations, code examples, and downloadable workbooks to give you a practical,
in-depth learning experience and results that apply to real-world scenarios. This is your
comprehensive guide to becoming a true Excel power user, with multimedia instruction and plenty
of hands-on practice. Program Excel's newest chart and pivot table object models Manipulate the
user interface to customize the look and feel of a project Utilize message boxes, input boxes, and
loops to yield customized logical results Interact with and manipulate Word, Access, PowerPoint,
and Outlook from Excel If you're ready to get more out of this incredibly functional program, Excel
VBA 24-Hour Trainer, 2nd Edition provides the expert instruction and fast, hands-on learning you
need.
  vba workbooks add: Excel 2007 VBA Programming with XML and ASP Julitta Korol,
2008-12-31 Excel 2007 Programming by Example with XML and ASP offers a hands-on approach for
those looking to extend and customize Excel functionality. From recording a simple macro and
writing VBA code to working with XML documents and using ASP to accss and display data, this
book takes you on a progrmming journey that will change the way you work with Excel. Learn how
to automate spreadsheet tasks with macros; write VBA code to program PivotTables, generate
charts, build dialog boxes, and customize the Ribbon; handle errors and debug programs; create
hyperlinks and publish HTML files. Retrieve data from the web directly into Excel; develop and
manipulate smart tags using XML.
  vba workbooks add: Microsoft Excel 2016 Programming by Example with VBA, XML, and ASP
Julitta Korol, 2016-07-20 No detailed description available for Microsoft Excel 2016 Programming by
Example with VBA, XML, and ASP.
  vba workbooks add: Brilliant Excel VBA Programming Curtis Frye, 2013-03-07 Develop the
Excel skills that you need to produce spreadsheet solutions to your business needs - instantly! There
are an estimated 400 million Excel users, but the majority of them haven't worked out a way to
effectively use Excel VBA (Visual Basic for Applications). This book is for those that use Excel at
work and who want to use the advanced features of Excel but don't have the time to have extensive
training. It takes you through each task (as all Brilliant books do) and describes everything you could
want to find out, for example: - how to use the macro recorder - how to take that recorded code and
turn it into something useful that will really help you day to day - how to automate reports and
design applications Users will then improve their Excel skills so they can in the end save a lot of time
and get more done. Brilliantguides allow you to find the info you need quickly, easily and without
fuss. It guides you through all the tasks using a highly visual, step-by-step approach - providing
exactly what you need to know when you need it.
  vba workbooks add: Mastering VBA for Microsoft Office 2013 Richard Mansfield, 2013-08-07 A
unique, comprehensive guide to creating custom apps with VBA Automating computing tasks to
increase productivity is a goal for businesses of all sizes. Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) is a
version of Visual Basic designed to be easily understandable for novice programmers, but still
powerful enough for IT professionals who need to create specialized business applications. With this
invaluable book, you'll learn how to extend the capabilities of Office 2013 applications with VBA
programming and use it for writing macros, automating Office applications, and creating custom
applications in Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, and Access. Covers the basics of VBA in clear,
systematic tutorials and includes intermediate and advanced content for experienced VB developers
Explores recording macros and getting started with VBA; learning how to work with VBA; using
loops and functions; using message boxes, input boxes, and dialog boxes; creating effective code;
XML-based files, ActiveX, the developer tab, content controls, add-ins, embedded macros, and
security Anchors the content with solid, real-world projects in Word, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint,
and Access Covering VBA for the entire suite of Office 2013 applications, Mastering VBA for



Microsoft Office 2013 is mandatory reading.
  vba workbooks add: Excel 2000 VBA Programmer's Reference John Green, 1999 Office
2002 is the next version (after Office 2000) of Microsoft's program suite that includes Word, Access,
Outlook and Excel. The aim of 2002 is to take advantage of Office's core position within most
business systems and make it the interface to business processes and web services. One of the most
significant advances is the XML capability that has been added to Access and Excel, with the latter
becoming the key to future Web Service integration and an essential part of any Office developer's
skill set. -- Written by two active and popular members of the Excel community -- Includes coverage
of all the new features including smart tags, pivot tables, and web components -- Examines all the
new XML capabilities that 2002 brings to the Excel world
  vba workbooks add: Mastering VBA for Microsoft Office 2016 Richard Mansfield,
2016-02-23 Enhance productivity in any Office application with zero programming experience
Mastering VBA for Microsoft Office 2016 helps you extend the capabilities of the entire Office suite
using Visual Basic for Applications (VBA). Even if you have no programming experience , you'll be
automating routine computing processes quickly using the simple, yet powerful VBA programming
language. Clear, systematic tutorials walk beginners through the basics, while intermediate and
advanced content guides more experienced users toward efficient solutions. This comprehensive
guide starts at the beginning to get you acquainted with VBA so you can start recording macros
right away. You'll then build upon that foundation to utilize the full capabilities of the language as
you use loops and functions, message boxes, input boxes, and dialog boxes to design your own Office
automation program. Add-ins, embedded macros, content controls, and more give you advanced
tools to enhance productivity, and all instruction is backed by real-world practice projects in Word,
Excel, Outlook, and PowerPoint. Productivity is the name of the game, and automating certain
computing tasks is an easy solution with significant impact for any business. This book shows you
how, with step-by-step guidance and expert insight. Expand Office 2016 functionality with macros
Learn how to work with VBA and the entire Office suite Create effective code, even with no
programing experience Understand ActiveX, XML-based files, the developer tab, and more VBA is
designed to be understandable and accessible to beginners, but powerful enough to create
specialized business applications. If you're ready to begin exploring the possibilities, Mastering VBA
for Microsoft Office 2016 gets you started right away.
  vba workbooks add: Mastering VBA for Microsoft Office 2007 Richard Mansfield, 2012-06-22
Even if you're not a programmer, you can quickly learn to write macros, automate tasks, and create
custom applications for Office 2007 with Microsoft'sVisual Basic for Applications (VBA) and the
in-depth instruction in this comprehensive guide. You'll jump right into the basics of recording and
running macros with Office's built-in Macro Recorder, before quickly moving to the essentials of VBA
syntax, using loops and functions, building effective code, and programming applications in Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, and Access. Includes pages of real-world examples and techniques.
  vba workbooks add: Microsoft Excel 2019 Programming Pocket Primer Julitta Korol,
2019-05-22 As part of the best-selling Pocket Primer series, this book was designed for someone like
you who needs to master Excel programming fundamentals without spending too much time. All you
need is a short book to get you started. It will show you only the things you need to know to feel at
home with VBA. What you learn in this book on Excel programming will also apply to, say, Access
programming. The book is divided into nine chapters that progressively introduce you to
programming Microsoft Excel 2019. Features: Includes a companion disc with all of the “Hands-On”
files needed to complete the chapter projects and all the images from the text Introduces you to
programming Microsoft Excel 2019
  vba workbooks add: VBA Programming for Microsoft Office Project Rod Gill, 2006 In the
first book devoted to Microsoft Project VBA, Gill helps professionals get the most from the world's
most popular Project Management tool by showing ways to automate away the drudgeries of
schedule manipulation, how to vastly enhance reporting capabilities, and to integrate with other
Microsoft Office applications.



  vba workbooks add: Microsoft Excel 2016 Programming Pocket Primer Julitta Korol,
2016-05-02 No detailed description available for Microsoft Excel 2016 Programming Pocket Primer.
  vba workbooks add: Office 2010 Library John Walkenbach, Michael R. Groh, Herb Tyson,
Faithe Wempen, 2010-11-17 A must-have collection of Office 2010 application Bibles, written by the
world?s leading experts Talk about a bargain! Office 2010 Library offers enormous savings on four
invaluable resources that boast nearly 5,000 pages and cover the core Office programs: Excel,
Access, PowerPoint, and Word. The world?s leading experts of these applications provide you with
an arsenal of information on the latest version of each program. Three CDs are also included that
feature bonus material, including helpful templates, worksheets, examples, and more to enhance
your Microsoft Office 2010 experiences. Features four essential books on the most popular
applications included in the Office 2010 suite: Excel, Access, PowerPoint, and Word Excel 2010
Bible?serves as an indispensable reference for Excel users, no matter your level of expertise, and
updates you on the latest Excel tips, tricks, and techniques Access 2010 Bible?offers a thorough
introduction to database fundamentals and terminology PowerPoint 2010 Bible?shows you how to
use the new features of PowerPoint 2010 and make successful presentations Word 2010
Bible?begins with a detailed look at all the new features in Word 2010 and then expends to cover
more advanced, intricate topics Office 2010 Library presents you with all-encompassing coverage
that you won?t find anywhere else!
  vba workbooks add: Excel 2010 Bible John Walkenbach, 2010-05-10 A comprehensive
reference to the newest version of the world’s most popular spreadsheet application: Excel 2010
John Walkenbach's name is synonymous with excellence in computer books that decipher complex
technical topics. Known as Mr. Spreadsheet, Walkenbach shows you how to maximize the power of
all the new features of Excel 2010. An authoritative reference, this perennial bestseller proves itself
indispensable no matter your level of skill, from Excel beginners and intermediate users to power
users and potential power users everywhere. Fully updated for the new release, this latest edition
provides comprehensive, soup-to-nuts coverage, delivering over 900 pages of Excel tips, tricks, and
techniques you won’t find anywhere else. Excel guru and bestselling author John Walkenbach (Mr.
Spreadsheet) guides you through every aspect of Excel Delivers essential coverage of all the newest
features of Excel 2010 Presents material in a clear, concise, logical format that is ideal for all levels
of Excel experience Includes a CD that contains all the templates and worksheets used in the book
plus John Walkenbach's award-winning Power Utility Pak Excel 2010 Bible serves as an excellent
resource on all things Excel! Note: CD-ROM/DVD and other supplementary materials are not
included as part of eBook file.
  vba workbooks add: Excel 2007 Bible John Walkenbach, 2011-06-17 This book is a single
reference that’s indispensable for Excel beginners, intermediate users, power users, and would-be
power users everywhere Fully updated for the new release, this latest edition provides
comprehensive, soup-to-nuts coverage, delivering over 900 pages of Excel tips, tricks, and
techniques readers won’t find anywhere else John Walkenbach, aka Mr. Spreadsheet, is one of the
liworld’s leading authorities on Excel Thoroughly updated to cover the revamped Excel interface,
new file formats, enhanced interactivity with other Office applications, and upgraded collaboration
features Includes a valuable CD-ROM with templates and worksheets from the book Note:
CD-ROM/DVD and other supplementary materials are not included as part of eBook file.
  vba workbooks add: Mastering VBA for Office 2010 Richard Mansfield, 2010-08-24 A
comprehensive guide to the language used to customize Microsoft Office Visual Basic for
Applications (VBA) is the language used for writing macros, automating Office applications, and
creating custom applications in Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, and Access. This complete guide
shows both IT professionals and novice developers how to master VBA in order to customize the
entire Office suite for specific business needs. Office 2010 is the leading productivity suite, and the
VBA language enables customizations of all the Office programs; this complete guide gives both
novice and experienced programmers the knowledge they need to make maximum use of VBA for
Office Supported with real-world examples in Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, and Access, this



book offers clear, systematic tutorials with both intermediate and advanced content Covers learning
how to work with VBA; recording macros; using loops and functions; using message boxes, input
boxes, and dialog boxes; creating effective code; XML-based files; ActiveX; the developer tab;
content controls; add-ins; embedded macros; and security Mastering VBA for Office 2010 prepares
developers to customize all Microsoft Office 2010 applications for the unique needs of their
employers.
  vba workbooks add: Excel 2013 Bible John Walkenbach, 2013-02-05 Excel at Excel with the
help of this bestselling spreadsheet guide John Walkenbach's name is synonymous with excellence in
computer books that decipher the complexities of Microsoft Excel. Known as Mr. Spreadsheet,
Walkenbach shows you how to maximize the power of Excel 2013 while bringing you up to speed on
the latest features. This perennial bestseller is fully updated to cover all the new features of Excel
2013, including how to navigate the user interface, take advantage of various file formats, master
formulas, analyze data with PivotTables, and more. Whether you're an Excel beginner who is looking
to get more savvy or an advanced user looking to become a power user, this latest edition provides
you with comprehensive coverage as well as helpful tips, tricks, and techniques that you won't find
anywhere else. Shares the invaluable insight of Excel guru and bestselling author Mr. Spreadsheet
John Walkenbach as he guides you through every aspect of Excel 2013 Provides essential coverage
of all the newest features of Excel 2013 Presents material in a clear, concise, logical format that is
ideal for all levels of Excel experience Features a website that includes downloadable templates and
worksheets from the book Chart your path to fantastic formulas and stellar spreadsheets with Excel
2013 Bible!
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