
remove excel links to other workbooks
remove excel links to other workbooks is a common task faced by many Excel
users who find themselves dealing with complex spreadsheets that contain
links to other workbooks. These links can complicate data management, hinder
performance, and create confusion, especially when files are moved or
renamed. This article will guide you through the various methods to remove
these external links efficiently and effectively. We will explore the reasons
for removing links, the potential issues they can cause, and step-by-step
instructions for different approaches. By the end of the article, you will
have a comprehensive understanding of how to tackle this issue in your Excel
workbooks.
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Understanding External Links in Excel
External links in Excel are references to data in other workbooks. They
enable users to create dynamic connections between different files, allowing
for real-time updates and data sharing. However, these links can become
problematic, especially when the source workbooks are moved, renamed, or
deleted. When this happens, Excel may display error messages, and users may
find it difficult to access the required information.

Links can be created unintentionally, particularly when using formulas that
reference cells in another workbook. For instance, if you have a formula like
=SUM('[OtherWorkbook.xlsx]Sheet1'!A1:A10), this indicates that the current
workbook is linked to a cell range in another file. Understanding how these
links work is crucial for managing them effectively.



Why You Should Remove Links
Removing links to other workbooks can enhance the performance and reliability
of your Excel files. Here are several reasons why you might consider removing
these links:

Performance Improvement: Excessive links can slow down file opening and
processing times, especially with larger datasets.

Error Prevention: External links can lead to errors if the source file
is unavailable or has been moved.

Data Integrity: By removing links, you can ensure that your data is
self-contained, reducing the risk of inconsistency.

Simplification: A workbook free of external links is easier to manage,
share, and collaborate on.

Considering these factors, it becomes evident that managing and removing
links is an important aspect of maintaining an efficient Excel workspace.

Methods to Remove Excel Links
There are several effective methods to remove links to other workbooks in
Excel. The choice of method often depends on the complexity of the workbook
and the number of links present. Below are the most commonly used methods.

Using the Edit Links Feature
Excel provides a built-in feature called "Edit Links" that allows users to
manage external links easily. Here's how to use it:

Open your Excel workbook.1.

Go to the "Data" tab in the Ribbon.2.

Click on "Edit Links" in the Connections group. This will open a dialog3.
box showing all the external links in your workbook.

Select the link you want to remove and click on "Break Link." You will4.
receive a warning about the action.

Confirm by clicking "Yes." This will convert the linked formulas to5.
their current values.

Repeat the process for any other links as necessary.6.



This method is straightforward and effective for workbooks with a manageable
number of links.

Finding and Replacing Links Manually
For users who prefer a more hands-on approach, finding and replacing links
manually can also be effective. This method is particularly useful if you
suspect that links are embedded in formulas, named ranges, or objects.

Press Ctrl + F to open the Find dialog box.1.

Click on "Options" to expand the search options.2.

In the "Find what" field, enter the name of the workbook or part of the3.
link you want to find.

Click on "Find All" to see all instances where the link appears.4.

You can then go through each instance and decide whether to replace it5.
with a static value or another reference.

This method can be time-consuming, especially for larger workbooks, but it
gives you complete control over the links you are removing.

Utilizing VBA to Remove Links
For those comfortable with coding, using VBA (Visual Basic for Applications)
can automate the process of removing links. This is particularly useful for
workbooks with numerous links. Below is a simple VBA script to remove all
external links:

Sub RemoveExternalLinks()
Dim Links As Variant
Dim i As Integer
Links = ThisWorkbook.LinkSources(xlExcelLinks)
If Not IsEmpty(Links) Then
For i = 1 To UBound(Links)
ThisWorkbook.BreakLink Name:=Links(i), Type:=xlLinkTypeExcelLinks
Next i
End If
End Sub

By running this script, all external links will be removed automatically.
Always remember to save a backup of your workbook before running any scripts.



Best Practices for Managing Links
To prevent the complications that come with external links, it’s essential to
adopt best practices for managing links in Excel. Consider the following
recommendations:

Keep Workbooks Self-Contained: Whenever possible, try to keep all
relevant data within a single workbook.

Document Your Links: If you must use external links, maintain a list of
these links for reference.

Regularly Check for Broken Links: Make it a routine to check your
workbooks for broken links, especially before sharing them.

Use Named Ranges: If you need to link to other workbooks, consider using
named ranges to simplify the process.

Implementing these practices can help minimize the need to remove links and
maintain a smoother workflow in Excel.

Conclusion
remove excel links to other workbooks is a vital task for any Excel user
looking to streamline their files and improve performance. Whether you choose
to use the built-in Edit Links feature, find and replace links manually, or
utilize VBA for bulk removal, understanding the implications of external
links is essential. By following best practices for managing links, you can
ensure that your Excel workbooks remain efficient and error-free. With the
knowledge gained from this article, you are now equipped to tackle external
links confidently and maintain the integrity of your data.

FAQ

Q: How can I tell if my Excel workbook has external
links?
A: You can check for external links by going to the "Data" tab and clicking
on "Edit Links." This will show you all the external links your workbook
currently has.



Q: What happens when I break a link in Excel?
A: When you break a link, Excel converts the linked formulas to their current
values. This means that you will no longer have a dynamic connection to the
source workbook, and any updates made to the original file will not reflect
in your workbook.

Q: Can I remove links without losing data?
A: Yes, when you break a link, Excel converts the linked cells to their
current values, preserving the data you see at that time. However, you will
lose the ability to update that data dynamically from the source workbook.

Q: Is there a way to find all external links at
once?
A: Yes, by using the "Edit Links" feature in the "Data" tab, you can view all
external links in one dialog box. Additionally, you can use the Find feature
to search for specific workbook names or portions of links.

Q: What should I do if I cannot find a link in my
workbook?
A: If you cannot find a link, consider checking named ranges, charts, or
objects that may reference external workbooks. Using the Find feature with
partial names can also help locate hidden links.

Q: Can I automate the process of removing links in
Excel?
A: Yes, you can use VBA to automate the removal of external links. A simple
script can be written to break all links in your workbook, saving you time
and effort.

Q: How often should I check for broken links in my
Excel workbooks?
A: It is advisable to check for broken links regularly, especially before
sharing your workbook or after moving files to different locations.

Q: Are there any risks involved in removing links?
A: The primary risk is losing the dynamic connection to the data in other
workbooks. If the links are essential for your data integrity, removing them



could lead to outdated or incorrect information.

Q: What is the best approach to manage links in
Excel?
A: The best approach is to keep workbooks self-contained whenever possible,
document any necessary links, and regularly check for broken links to
maintain data integrity and performance.
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Specialist certification. This comprehensive guide is what you need to prepare for certification in
Excel 2003, both the Specialist and Expert levels. Carefully planned by a seasoned Microsoft Office
Specialist instructor, this invaluable study guide uses real-world scenarios to teach the full range of
Excel 2003 skills you need-not only to prepare for the certification exams, but also to increase your
ability and productivity in the workplace. Covering twenty-four Specialist exam objectives and
thirty-three Expert exam objectives, the book progresses through the functions and features of Excel
software. Even entry-level Excel users can rapidly build their skills. Excel 2003 Specialist
Certification Skill Sets * Creating Data and Content * Analyzing Data * Formatting Data and Content
* Collaborating * Managing Workbooks Excel 2003 Expert Certification Skill Sets * Organizing and
Analyzing Data * Formatting Data and Content * Collaborating * Managing Data and Workbooks *
Customizing Excel Plus, you'll find additional career preparation tools, including: * Solutions for
real-world scenarios * Structured learning for quick productivity * Full glossary of terms Go to
www.sybex.com/go/mosexcel2003 for downloadable sample files from the exercises in the book.
Practice what you've learned on your own. Visit www.sybex.com for all of your professional
certification needs.
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latest edition provides you with comprehensive coverage as well as helpful tips, tricks, and
techniques that you won't find anywhere else. Shares the invaluable insight of Excel guru and
bestselling author Mr. Spreadsheet John Walkenbach as he guides you through every aspect of Excel
2013 Provides essential coverage of all the newest features of Excel 2013 Presents material in a
clear, concise, logical format that is ideal for all levels of Excel experience Features a website that
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basic aims of computing: “If it is repetitive teach the machine to do this for you”. The methodology of
portfolio analysis is a relatively new discipline, which may be unfamiliar to many readers. The book
provides an introduction to the principles and shows how Excel can help, readers may even find this
of help when assessing their own personal investment portfolios. Further ideas for setting up
databases; how to arrange for several surveyors to work on a single project; data analysis; and the
use of charts in Reports are discussed together with further advice on security and protection.
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Kusleika, John Walkenbach, 2018-09-20 The complete guide to Excel 2019 Whether you are just
starting out or an Excel novice, the Excel 2019 Bible is your comprehensive, go-to guide for all your
Excel 2019 needs. Whether you use Excel at work or at home, you will be guided through the
powerful new features and capabilities to take full advantage of what the updated version offers.
Learn to incorporate templates, implement formulas, create pivot tables, analyze data, and much
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with the only resource you need, Excel 2019 Bible. Create functional spreadsheets that work Master
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Microsoft Search in Excel 3. Smart Lookup Creating 3D Formulas 1. Creating 3D Formulas 2. 3D
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Table and Cell Styles Paste Special 1. Using Paste Special 2. Pasting Links Sharing Workbooks 1.
About Co-authoring and Sharing Workbooks 2. Co-authoring Workbooks 3. Adding Shared Workbook
Buttons in Excel 4. Traditional Workbook Sharing 5. Highlighting Changes 6. Reviewing Changes 7.
Using Comments and Notes 8. Compare and Merge Workbooks Auditing Worksheets 1. Auditing
Worksheets 2. Tracing Precedent and Dependent Cells 3. Tracing Errors 4. Error Checking 5. Using
the Watch Window 6. Cell Validation Outlining Worksheets 1. Using Outlines 2. Applying and
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Creating a Table 2. Adding an Editing Records 3. Inserting Records and Fields 4. Deleting Records
and Fields Sorting Data 1. Sorting Data 2. Custom Sort Orders Filtering Data 1. Using AutoFilters 2.
Using the Top 10 AutoFilter 3. Using a Custom AutoFilter 4. Creating Advanced Filters 5. Applying
Multiple Criteria 6. Using Complex Criteria 7. Copying Filter Results to a New Location 8. Using
Database Functions Using What-If Analysis 1. Using Data Tables 2. Using Scenario Manager 3.
Using Goal Seek 4. Forecast Sheets Table-Related Functions 1. The Hlookup and Vlookup Functions
2. Using the IF, AND, and OR Functions 3. The IFS Function Sparklines 1. Inserting and Deleting
Sparklines 2. Modifying Sparklines Creating Charts In Excel 1. Creating Charts 2. Selecting Charts
and Chart Elements 3. Adding Chart Elements 4. Moving and Resizing Charts 5. Changing the Chart
Type 6. Changing the Data Range 7. Switching Column and Row Data 8. Choosing a Chart Layout 9.
Choosing a Chart Style 10. Changing Color Schemes 11. Printing Charts 12. Deleting Charts
Formatting Charts in Excel 1. Formatting Chart Objects 2. Inserting Objects into a Chart 3.
Formatting Axes 4. Formatting Axis Titles 5. Formatting a Chart Title 6. Formatting Data Labels 7.
Formatting a Data Table 8. Formatting Error Bars 9. Formatting Gridlines 10. Formatting a Legend
11. Formatting Drop and High-Low Lines 12. Formatting Trendlines 13. Formatting Up/Down Bars
14. Formatting the Chart and Plot Areas 15. Naming Charts 16. Applying Shape Styles 17. Applying
WordArt Styles 18. Saving Custom Chart Templates Data Models 1. Creating a Data Model from
External Relational Data 2. Creating a Data Model from Excel Tables 3. Enabling Legacy Data
Connections 4. Relating Tables in a Data Model 5. Managing a Data Model PivotTables and
PivotCharts 1. Creating Recommended PivotTables 2. Manually Creating a PivotTable 3. Creating a
PivotChart 4. Manipulating a PivotTable or PivotChart 5. Changing Calculated Value Fields 6.
Formatting PivotTables 7. Formatting PivotCharts 8. Setting PivotTable Options 9. Sorting and
Filtering Using Field Headers PowerPivot 1. Starting PowerPivot 2. Managing the Data Model 3.
Calculated Columns and Fields 4. Measures 5. Creating KPIs 6. Creating and Managing Perspectives
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Creating a Video of a 3D Maps Tour 15. 3D Maps Options Slicers and Timelines 1. Inserting and
Deleting Slicers 2. Modifying Slicers 3. Inserting and Deleting Timelines 4. Modifying Timelines
Security Features 1. Unlocking Cells 2. Worksheet Protection 3. Workbook Protection 4. Password
Protecting Excel Files Making Macros 1. Recording Macros 2. Running and Deleting Recorded
Macros 3. The Personal Macro Workbook
  remove excel links to other workbooks: COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE ON EXCEL SKILLS
TO BECOME A PROFESSIONAL Vinod Walwante , 2023-05-16 There are several reasons why you
may consider buying a comprehensive guide on Excel skills to become a professional: 1. Enhancing
your job prospects: Excel is widely used in various industries and job roles, and possessing advanced
Excel skills can significantly improve your employability. Having a comprehensive guide can help
you master Excel functionalities, formulas, data analysis techniques, and automation, making you
stand out to potential employers. 2. Increasing productivity and efficiency: Excel is a powerful tool
for data management, analysis, and reporting. With a comprehensive guide, you can learn advanced
techniques to streamline your work processes, automate repetitive tasks, and make data-driven
decisions more efficiently. This can save you time and increase your productivity in the workplace. 3.
Expanding your skill set: Excel is not only valuable for finance and accounting professionals but also
for individuals in marketing, operations, human resources, and many other fields. By investing in a
comprehensive guide, you can acquire a versatile skill set that can be applied across various
industries and job functions, enhancing your professional development. 4. Gaining confidence and
mastery: Excel can be complex, and having a comprehensive guide can provide you with a
structured learning path and in-depth knowledge. As you progress through the guide and gain a
better understanding of Excel's functionalities, you will build confidence in your skills and become
proficient in using Excel to tackle complex tasks. 5. Continuing education and self-improvement:



Learning is a lifelong process, and investing in a comprehensive guide on Excel skills allows you to
continue your education and improve your proficiency. By staying updated with the latest Excel
features and techniques, you can remain competitive in your field and adapt to changing job
requirements. Remember to research and choose a comprehensive guide that aligns with your skill
level, learning style, and specific goals. Additionally, consider supplementing your learning with
practice exercises, online tutorials, and real-world projects to reinforce your understanding and
practical application of Excel skills.
  remove excel links to other workbooks: Excel 2016 Bible John Walkenbach, 2015-10-09 The
complete guide to Excel 2016, from Mr. Spreadsheet himself Whether you are just starting out or an
Excel novice, the Excel 2016 Bible is your comprehensive, go-to guide for all your Excel 2016 needs.
Whether you use Excel at work or at home, you will be guided through the powerful new features
and capabilities by expert author and Excel Guru John Walkenbach to take full advantage of what
the updated version offers. Learn to incorporate templates, implement formulas, create pivot tables,
analyze data, and much more. Navigate this powerful tool for business, home management, technical
work, and much more with the only resource you need, Excel 2016 Bible. Create functional
spreadsheets that work Master formulas, formatting, pivot tables, and more Get acquainted with
Excel 2016's new features and tools Customize downloadable templates and worksheets Whether
you need a walkthrough tutorial or an easy-to-navigate desk reference, the Excel 2016 Bible has you
covered with complete coverage and clear expert guidance.
  remove excel links to other workbooks: Office 2013 Library: Excel 2013 Bible, Access
2013 Bible, PowerPoint 2013 Bible, Word 2013 Bible John Walkenbach, Michael Alexander,
Richard Kusleika, Faithe Wempen, Lisa A. Bucki, 2013-08-22 An indispensible collection of Office
2013 Bibles Eager to delve into the new suite of Office 2013 applications? Look no further than this
spectacular collection of four invaluable resources that boast nearly 5,000 pages and cover the core
Office programs: Excel, Access, PowerPoint, and Word. The world's leading experts of these
applications provide you with an arsenal of information on the latest version of each program.
Features four essential books on the most popular applications included in the Office 2013 suite:
Excel, Access, PowerPoint, and Word Excel 2013 Bible - serves as an essential reference for Excel
users, no matter your level of expertise, and updates you on the latest Excel tips, tricks, and
techniques Access 2013 Bible - offers a detailed introduction to database fundamentals and
terminology PowerPoint 2013 Bible - shows you how to use the newest features and make successful
presentations Word 2013 Bible - begins with a detailed look at all the latest features and then cover
more advanced, intricate topics Look no further than Office 2013 Library for the most thorough
coverage on every aspect of the Office 2013 suite!
  remove excel links to other workbooks: My Excel 2016 (includes Content Update
Program) Tracy Syrstad, 2015-10-08 Book + Content Update Program My Excel 2016 is your
must-have companion for getting most out of Excel 2016. This friendly, quick, full-color, 100%
practical tutorial walks you through every task you'll want to do with Excel 2016. Get productive fast
with Excel 2016’s updated interface Save time and make your data easier to work with Efficiently
enter, insert, move, and manage data Use templates to reuse work and get a jumpstart on new
projects Format worksheets and charts to make them clearer and more useful Use intuitive sparkline
charts that fit in a single cell Build custom formulas using powerful built-in functions Sort, filter, and
consolidate data and eliminate duplication Instantly group data and generate subtotals Quickly
summarize huge data sets with PivotTables Find, fix, and avoid errors that break spreadsheets or
cause inaccuracies Communicate more powerfully using visual tools such as SmartArt and WordArt
Precisely control what you print and how it looks Securely share and distribute your workbooks Use
Excel on the Web wherever you have Internet access Every task is presented step-by-step, using
carefully annotated, colorful screenshots, all numbered so there's no chance of getting lost or
confused. Everything's clearly organized in modular, self-contained chapters designed to help you
get started quickly. Throughout, the book is packed with helpful tips, lists, and quick solutions to the
problems you're most likely to encounter. In addition, this book is part of Que’s exciting new Content



Update Program. As Microsoft updates features of Excel 2016, sections of this book will be updated
or new sections will be added to match the updates to the software. The updates will be delivered to
you via a FREE Web Edition of this book, which can be accessed with any Internet connection. To
learn more, visit www.quepublishing.com/CUP. How to access the web edition: Follow the
instructions in the book to learn how to register your book to access the FREE Web Edition.
  remove excel links to other workbooks: Comp-Information Technology-TB-10-R Reeta Sahoo,
Gagan Sahoo, Comp-Information Technology-TB-10-R
  remove excel links to other workbooks: Mastering Microsoft Excel a Comprehensive
Guide Américo Moreira, Mastering Microsoft Excel : a Comprehensive Guide is a comprehensive
and user-friendly book that aims to help readers become proficient in using Microsoft Excel 2022.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced user, this book provides step-by-step instructions and
practical examples to enhance your Excel skills. From basic functions to advanced formulas, data
analysis, and automation, this guide covers all the essential features and techniques of Excel 2022.
With a clear and concise writing style, this book offers a structured approach to learning Excel 2022.
Each chapter focuses on a specific topic, providing explanations, examples, and exercises to
reinforce your understanding. You will learn how to create and format spreadsheets, use formulas
and functions effectively, analyze data using charts and pivot tables, and automate tasks with
macros and VBA programming. Additionally, this guide covers the latest features and updates in
Excel 2022, ensuring that you stay up-to-date with the software's capabilities. Whether you are a
student, professional, or business owner, mastering Microsoft Excel 2022 is essential for improving
productivity and making informed decisions. This comprehensive guide equips you with the
knowledge and skills needed to navigate Excel with confidence. By the end of this book, you will
have a solid foundation in Excel 2022 and be able to leverage its powerful features to streamline
your work and achieve your goals.
  remove excel links to other workbooks: Microsoft Excel 2000 Instructors Resource
Package Napier, 2000
  remove excel links to other workbooks: Microsoft Office Inside Out (Office 2021 and
Microsoft 365) Joe Habraken, 2021-12-22 Conquer Microsoft Office—from the inside out! Dive into
the Microsoft Office application suite—and really put its productivity tools and services to work for
you! This supremely well-organized reference packs hundreds of timesaving solutions, tips, and
workarounds—all you need to make the most of Office's most powerful tools for productivity and
decision-making. Renowned Office expert Joe Habraken offers a complete tour of Microsoft Office,
with cutting-edge techniques and shortcuts for Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Publisher, the 365
Online apps, and more. Discover how experts tackle today's key tasks—and challenge yourself to
new levels of mastery. Create amazing content faster with Office's new features, tools, and
shortcuts. Share, collaborate with, and secure Office files in the cloud. Organize, edit, and format
complex documents with Microsoft Word. Build tables of contents, captions, indexes, and footnotes
that automatically update. Efficiently enter and manage data in Excel workbooks, and format it for
easy understanding. Build flexible, reliable Excel workbooks with formulas and functions—including
XLOOKUP and other enhancements. Integrate data from external sources, including stock and
currency data, and Wolfram curated knowledge. Transform data into insight with Pivot Tables and
Excel charts — including new recommended charts and the Quick Analysis gallery. Quickly create
presentations with PowerPoint themes, Reuse Slides, and Libraries. Build more impactful slides with
advanced formatting, SmartArt, animation, transitions, media, and free stock images. Use
PowerPoint tools to present more effectively—in person or online via Microsoft Teams.
Systematically improve email productivity and security with Outlook. Manage appointments and
tasks and quickly plan meetings.
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latest speech recognition capabilities to talk to your spreadsheets, and much, much more!
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