where to purchase online textbooks

where to purchase online textbooks is a crucial question for students, educators, and
anyone seeking academic resources in today's digital age. With the rise of online
education and the need for accessible learning materials, knowing where to find reliable
sources for purchasing textbooks online is essential. This guide will explore various
platforms, including well-known retailers, specialized textbook websites, and options for
renting or buying used textbooks. Additionally, we will discuss the benefits of each option,
ensuring that you can make an informed choice tailored to your needs.

In this article, you will discover the various avenues for purchasing online textbooks,
explore the pros and cons of each, and learn tips for navigating the digital marketplace
effectively.
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Why Purchase Online Textbooks?

Purchasing textbooks online offers numerous advantages over traditional methods. The
convenience of shopping from home, the ability to compare prices quickly, and the wide
selection available are just a few reasons why online textbook shopping has become
increasingly popular. Furthermore, many online platforms provide instant access to digital
versions of textbooks, enabling immediate study opportunities without waiting for
shipping.

Additionally, online purchases often come with the option to read reviews from other
students, which can guide your decision-making process. This level of transparency helps
ensure you select the most suitable textbooks for your courses. As a result, students can
optimize their study materials, saving both time and money.



Major Retailers for Online Textbooks

When considering where to purchase online textbooks, major retailers are often the first
place to look. These platforms typically offer a vast array of textbooks, from the latest
editions to older versions at discounted prices. Below are some of the most trusted
retailers for purchasing textbooks online:

e Amazon: Known for its extensive inventory, Amazon provides new and used
textbooks, as well as the option for digital versions through Kindle. Customers often
appreciate the Prime membership benefits, which can include free shipping.

e Barnes & Noble: This well-established bookstore offers a selection of textbooks for
various academic levels. They provide both new and used options, as well as rental
services.

e Walmart: Walmart has expanded its educational offerings online, providing
competitive pricing on textbooks. Their online platform allows for easy price
comparison and the option for in-store pickup.

e Books-A-Million: This retailer specializes in books of all kinds, including academic
textbooks. They often have promotions and discounts, making them a good option for
budget-conscious students.

Specialized Textbook Websites

In addition to major retailers, several specialized websites focus exclusively on textbooks.
These platforms often cater specifically to students, making them a valuable resource for
finding academic materials. Some notable options include:

e Chegg: Chegg is well-known for its textbook rental service, which allows students to
save money by renting instead of purchasing. They also offer a platform for buying
and selling used textbooks.

e TextbookRush: This site specializes in new, used, and rental textbooks.
TextbookRush also has a buyback program that allows students to sell their
textbooks after the semester ends.

e VitalSource: Focused on digital texts, VitalSource provides access to a wide library
of eTextbooks, which can be more affordable and convenient for many students.

e eCampus: eCampus offers a large selection of textbooks, including rental and
purchase options. They often run promotions, making it easier to find textbooks at a
lower cost.



Renting vs. Buying Textbooks

Deciding whether to rent or buy textbooks is a significant consideration for students. Each
option has its advantages and disadvantages, which can impact your overall educational
budget.

Renting Textbooks

Renting textbooks can provide substantial savings, especially for students who only need a
book for a single semester. Many online platforms offer flexible rental periods, and
students can return the textbooks at the end of the term. This option is ideal for:

e Short-term courses
e Students on a tight budget

e Those who prefer digital formats

Buying Textbooks

Buying textbooks is often necessary for students pursuing long-term studies in a particular
field. Owning a textbook allows for highlighting, note-taking, and the ability to use the
book for future courses. Buying is recommended for:

e Students in programs that require extensive reading
e Individuals who want to keep resources for reference

e Courses with frequent updates to materials

Buying Used Textbooks Online

Purchasing used textbooks online provides an excellent opportunity for students to save
money. Many online retailers and specialized websites offer used books at significantly
lower prices compared to new editions. Here are some benefits of buying used textbooks:

e Cost Savings: Used textbooks can often be found at a fraction of the price of new
books, making them an economical choice.

e Environmental Impact: Buying used helps reduce waste and promotes recycling
within the academic community.

e Availability of Older Editions: Sometimes, older editions are just as useful as the
latest ones, especially if your course does not require the most recent version.



When buying used textbooks, it's essential to check the condition of the book and any
accompanying materials, such as CDs or online access codes, which may not be included.

Tips for Finding the Best Deals

To maximize your savings while purchasing online textbooks, consider these tips:

e Compare Prices: Use price comparison tools to check multiple websites for the best
deals.

¢ Check for Discounts: Look for student discounts or promotional codes before
completing your purchase.

¢ Buy or Rent Early: The earlier you buy or rent, the better chance you have of
securing a lower price.

* Consider Digital Options: E-textbooks can often be cheaper than their physical
counterparts and are instantly accessible.

Conclusion

Understanding where to purchase online textbooks is vital for students aiming to optimize
their educational experience. With a plethora of options available—from major retailers to
specialized platforms—students can find the resources best suited to their academic needs
and budgets. Whether you choose to rent, buy new, or opt for used textbooks, taking the
time to explore various avenues can lead to significant savings and a more enriching
learning journey.

FAQs

Q: What are the benefits of purchasing textbooks
online?

A: Purchasing textbooks online offers convenience, a broad selection, competitive pricing,
and the ability to read reviews from previous buyers, all of which contribute to a more
informed purchasing decision.

Q: Can I rent textbooks online, and what are the
benefits?

A: Yes, many websites offer textbook rentals. Renting is beneficial as it usually costs less
than buying, and students can return the book at the end of the term, avoiding the hassle



of resale.

Q: Are there reliable websites specifically for buying
used textbooks?

A: Yes, websites such as Chegg, TextbookRush, and eCampus specialize in used textbooks
and often provide competitive pricing and buyback options.

Q: How can I find the best deals on textbooks online?

A: To find the best deals, compare prices across multiple websites, look for student
discounts, check for promotional codes, and consider purchasing or renting early in the
semester.

Q: Is it safe to purchase textbooks from online
marketplaces?

A: Generally, yes. Major retailers and specialized textbook websites have buyer protection
policies. However, it's essential to check seller ratings and reviews when purchasing from
individual sellers on marketplaces.

Q: What should I do if the textbook I need is out of
stock?

A: If a textbook is out of stock, consider looking at alternative platforms, checking for
digital versions, or exploring rental options. You may also want to contact the publisher or
your school for recommendations.

Q: Do online textbook prices vary significantly from one
site to another?

A: Yes, prices can vary significantly. It is advisable to compare prices on different sites to
ensure you are getting the best deal available.

Q: Are digital textbooks as effective as physical ones?

A: Digital textbooks can be just as effective as physical ones, offering features like search
functions, note-taking capabilities, and instant access. However, personal preference plays
a significant role in determining which format works best for an individual student.



Q: Can I sell my used textbooks online after the
semester ends?

A: Yes, many websites offer buyback programs where you can sell your used textbooks.
Platforms like Chegg and TextbookRush allow you to sell directly to them or list your
books for sale.

Q: What should I consider when purchasing a used
textbook?

A: When buying a used textbook, consider the condition of the book, whether it includes
any necessary supplementary materials (like CDs or access codes), and if the edition is
appropriate for your course requirements.
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where to purchase online textbooks: The No Shelf Required Guide to E-book Purchasing Sue
Polanka, 2011-12-01 This issue of Library Technology Reports provides strategies, best practices,
and case studies for meeting the unprecedented legal, technological, and vendor challenges that
come with e-book purchasing.

where to purchase online textbooks: College Textbooks United States. Government
Accountability Office, 2005

where to purchase online textbooks: College Text Books Cornelia M. Ashby, 2005-11 The
federal government strives to make post-secondary education accessible & affordable, primarily by
providing financial aid to students & their families. Given that nearly half of undergraduates receive
federal financial aid, Congress is interested in the overall cost of attendance, including the cost of
textbooks. This report determines: (1) what has been the change in textbook prices; (2) what factors
have contributed to changes in textbook prices; & (3) what factors explain why a given U.S. textbook
may retail outside the U.S. for a different price. Charts & tables.

where to purchase online textbooks: Books in the Digital Age John B. Thompson,
2013-10-21 The book publishing industry is going through a period of profound and turbulent
change brought about in part by the digital revolution. What is the role of the book in an age
preoccupied with computers and the internet? How has the book publishing industry been
transformed by the economic and technological upheavals of recent years, and how is it likely to
change in the future? This is the first major study of the book publishing industry in Britain and the
United States for more than two decades. Thompson focuses on academic and higher education
publishing and analyses the evolution of these sectors from 1980 to the present. He shows that each
sector is characterized by its own distinctive ‘logic’ or dynamic of change, and that by reconstructing
this logic we can understand the problems, challenges and opportunities faced by publishing firms
today. He also shows that the digital revolution has had, and continues to have, a profound impact
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on the book publishing business, although the real impact of this revolution has little to do with the
ebook scenarios imagined by many commentators. Books in the Digital Age will become a standard
work on the publishing industry at the beginning of the 21st century. It will be of great interest to
students taking courses in the sociology of culture, media and cultural studies, and publishing. It will
also be of great value to professionals in the publishing industry, educators and policy makers, and
to anyone interested in books and their future.

where to purchase online textbooks: E-book Platforms for Libraries Mirela Roncevic, 2013
E-book vendors continue to experiment: adjustments to business models, consolidation of content,
and mergers with competitors mean constant change. What’s good for innovation can equal
confusion when it comes to choosing an e-book platform for your library. Making a sound purchasing
decision requires research and close consideration of trade-offs, and Roncevic’s new issue of Library
Technology Reports will get you started. Based on surveys of e-book vendors with an established
presence in academic, public, and/or K-12 library markets, this report includes Background and
business model descriptions for 51 leading e-book vendors Four tables comparing content, technical
specifications, functionality, and business models An at-a-glance overview of platforms, including
vendor website URLs Bulleted checklists of factors to consider, and questions to ask vendors An
examination of the blurring channels of publisher, aggregator, and distributor platforms, with advice
to help you avoid content overlap

where to purchase online textbooks: Online Learning For Dummies Susan Manning, Kevin
E. Johnson, 2020-10-20 Get great grades from a distance New to online academia and need someone
to show you around? You're in the right place—and you're not alone! As more of everything goes
online—fueled by tech trends as well as unexpected events like the COVID-19 crisis—it's no surprise
that many of us are getting our educations there, too. Online Learning For Dummies is here to
welcome you to the gigantic (and gigantically exciting!) virtual campus, and help you get settled in
by providing an overview of the endless opportunities offered by distance learning, as well as
offering practical advice to make sure you have the right equipment, mindset, and study techniques
for success. In a step-by-step style, this friendly guide takes you from the process of determining
what sort of online program is right for you, through applying and enrolling, to building the skills
you'll need to succeed. You'll learn how to navigate the common features of the online learning
classroom, explore the digital etiquette that will help you get the most out of your instructors and
fellow students, and discover how to effectively and professionally present your work. You'll also find
out how to develop good online study habits to help you avoid distraction, and how to set aside
undisturbed time in between juggling the demands of work, family, and social life. Evaluate the
latest courses and opportunities Make sure you have the correct hardware and software Develop
your online study skills via best practices Avoid digital fatigue Regardless of age or experience, we
can all do with a few pointers on how to get more from the vast array of educational opportunities
offered online. This book has them all: Get reading, get online, and get the most from that education
you've been dreaming about.

where to purchase online textbooks: Self-publishing Textbooks and Instructional Materials
Franklin H. Silverman, 2004 As the publishing industry evolves and self-publishing becomes more
common, many guides have sprung up to help authors through the process; Silverman aims his at
fellow academics who are interested in self-publishing textbooks. In addition to general information
(the benefits and risks of self-publishing, how it works, technical details, and market

where to purchase online textbooks: Sustainability of Scholarly Information G. G.
Chowdhury, 2014-07-11 This is the first book to discuss the sustainable development of digital
scholarly information in three key aspects: economic, social and environmental sustainability. Taking
as its starting point the premise that digital information systems and services form the backbone of a
knowledge society and digital economy, this book explores the challenges of ensuring sustainability
of information in an evolving digital world. Author Gobinda Chowdhury attempts to find answers to
five key questions in the context of scholarly information systems and services: How sustainable are
today’s information systems and services? How can we ensure the sustainability of information



throughout its lifetime? Can today’s information systems and services face the new economic
challenges while providing easy and equitable access to information for everyone? Can the level and
quality of information services be sustained over a long period of time? Can all these activities be
performed in an environment-friendly manner? Chowdhury takes the approach of a research
monograph based on literature review and meta-analysis of the issues and challenges associated
with the various forms of sustainability of digital information systems and services. He proposes new
models for study and research based on the critical analysis of developments in related areas.
[llustrated with case studies and informed by the latest research, the chapters cover: - Economic
sustainability of information - Environmental sustainability of information - Social sustainability of
information - Sustainability of digital libraries and information services - Emerging issues and
policies - Sustainability of information models - Research issues and challenges. Readership: This
cutting-edge text is a must-read for those involved in setting policy and direction for information
institutions, digital library managers and developers, researchers and students on LIS and digital
information courses.

where to purchase online textbooks: Assistive Technologies- E-Book Janice Miller Polgar,
Pedro Encarnacao, Emma Smith, Albert M. Cook, 2024-10-18 Master the assistive strategies you
need to make confident clinical decisions and help improve the quality of life for people with
disabilities. Based on the Human Activity Assistive Technology (HAAT) model developed by Albert
Cook, Sue Hussey, and Janice Polgar, Assistive Technologies: Principles and Practice, 6th Edition,
provides detailed coverage of the broad range of devices, services, and practices that comprise
assistive technology. This text offers a systematic process for ensuring the effective application of
assistive technologies — and focuses on the relationship between the human user and the assisted
activity within specific contexts. New to this edition is updated and expanded content on
autonomous features of wheelchairs and vehicles, electronic aids to daily living, robotics,
sustainability issues related to assistive technology, and much more. - NEW! Enhanced readability
and navigation streamline content with a user-friendly layout for a smoother reading experience and
quick reference - NEW! Enhanced focus on clinical reasoning and clinical decision-making processes
in assistive technology service delivery - NEW! Updated information on autonomous features of
wheelchairs and vehicles, electronic aids to daily living (including mainstream products), and
robotics - NEW! Integration of global resources and guidelines on assistive technology and
wheelchair provision, including the WHO/UNICEF Global Report on Assistive Technology and the
WHO Wheelchair Provision Guidelines - NEW! Expanded content on global and sustainability issues
related to the provision/development of assistive technology products and service delivery - NEW!
Enhanced ebook version, included with every new print purchase, allows access to all the text,
figures, and references, with the ability to search, customize content, make notes and highlights,
and have content read aloud - Human Activity Assistive Technology (HAAT) framework locates
assistive technology within common, everyday contexts for more relevant application - Explicit
applications of the HAAT model in each of the chapters on specific technologies and more emphasis
on the interactions among the elements make content even easier to understand - Focus on clinical
application guides application of concepts to real-world situations - Study questions and chapter
summaries in each chapter help assessment of understanding and identification of areas where more
study is needed - Coverage of changing assistive technology needs throughout the lifespan
emphasizes how assistive technology fits into different stages of people's lives and contributes to
their full participation in society - Principles and practice of assistive technology provide the
foundation for effective reasoning - Ethical issues content offers vital information to guide assistive
technology service delivery

where to purchase online textbooks: College Success for Adults C.M. Gill, 2020-07-26
College Success for Adults: Insider Tips for Effective Learning is a concise, user-friendly guide to
college success for the adult college student. In it, readers learn to master the rules, vocabulary, and
expectations of the college environment. They’ll discover how to balance their work and personal
lives with college-level study, develop the mindset of the successful college student, take notes



effectively, conquer testing anxiety, win over their professors, and much more. Armed with the
knowledge this book provides, readers will emerge with a deeper understanding of what it takes to
succeed in college—and how they can achieve this success. They’ll learn how to take their own
experience and wisdom as adults and translate it into success in the college classroom. Readers also
receive helpful supplementary resources that will aid them on their journey to college success,
including a college vocabulary glossary, college knowledge quiz (with answer key), a list of
scholarships exclusively for adult students, and a suggested course syllabus (with detailed course
calendar).

where to purchase online textbooks: 100 Ways to Cut the High Cost of Attending
College Michael P. Viollt, 2002-04-30 100 Ways to Cut the High Cost of Attending College goes
beyond giving information on college scholarships and financial aid programs. Viollt's book spells
out in a clear, concise, workbook format many different ways that students can reduce tuition costs
and living expenses, and get the maximum benefits for their money. Examples of Viollt's
recommendations include transferring from community college, establishing in-state residency,
obtaining federal grants and loans, working for colleges in exchange for stipends or free housing,
using employers and military service to help in getting a college degree, and graduating in a timely
fashion without having to pay for extra semesters. Also included are rankings of colleges and profiles
of students that show these tips put into practice. The skyrocketing costs of college tuitions-which
generally increase at twice the rate of inflation-have led families with comfortable incomes to
explore ways to keep education costs manageable. For those who don't qualify for need-based
financial aid but still find the cost of college to be daunting, Viollt's guide provides excellent insights
on staying within a reasonable budget while getting a useful and comprehensive education.

where to purchase online textbooks: Where Do We Go From Here? Beth R. Bernhardt,
Leah H. Hinds, Katina P. Strauch, 2016-11-15 Over one hundred presentations from the 35th annual
Charleston Library Conference (held November 4-7, 2015) are included in this annual proceedings
volume. Major themes of the meeting included streaming video, analysis and assessment,
demand-driven acquisition, the future of university presses, and open access publishing. While the
Charleston meeting remains a core one for acquisitions librarians in dialog with publishers and
vendors, the breadth of coverage of this volume reflects the fact that this conference is now one of
the major venues for leaders in the publishing and library communities to shape strategy and
prepare for the future. Almost 1,800 delegates attended the 2015 meeting, ranging from the staff of
small public library systems to the CEOs of major corporations. This fully indexed, copyedited
volume provides a rich source for the latest evidence-based research and lessons from practice in a
range of information science fields. The contributors are leaders in the library, publishing, and
vendor communities.

where to purchase online textbooks: The Academic Book of the Future Rebecca E. Lyons,
Samantha Rayner, 2015-11-13 This book is open access under a CC-BY licence. Part of the
AHRC/British Library Academic Book of the Future Project, this book interrogates current and
emerging contexts of academic books from the perspectives of thirteen expert voices from the
connected communities of publishing, academia, libraries, and bookselling.

where to purchase online textbooks: Clark's Publishing Agreements: a Book of Precedents
Lynette Owen, 2013-01-01 This comprehensive and unrivalled book provides model agreements,
covering a variety of publishing circumstances from head contracts to a range of licensing
scenarios.Together with detailed explanatory notes, appendices covering areas of licensing which for
practical reasons cannot easily be covered by a single precedent, a separate overview of legal
developments and a CD-ROM containing the text of the precedents, this text is invaluable in drafting
effective publishing agreements.New to this edition:The ninth edition has been fully revised and
updated to include: New sample clauses to cover text and data mining in online subscription
agreements; Fully updated Appendix on collective licensing; Revisions to reflect developments re
agency and distribution models and data in relation to electronic precedents; All precedents (author
and licence contracts), notes and appendices have been updated to take account of the latest digital



developments; More coverage of Open Access in the introduction to Journal Contributor
Agreements; Updates to the US Market appendix; Hardback and paperback
reprintsContents:Acknowledgements for the Ninth Edition; Editor's Preface to the Ninth Edition;
Legal Developments: An Introduction to the Ninth Edition; General Book: Author - Publisher
Agreement; Educational, Academic, Scientific and Professional Book: Author - Publisher Agreement;
Agreement for General Editor of a Book; Agreement for Contributor to a Book; Book Series Editor -
Publisher Agreement; Academic Journal: Editor's Agreement; Society-Owned Journal Publishing
Agreement; Journal Contributor Agreements; Agreements for Serial Rights; Translator's Agreement;
Agreement for Sale of Translation Rights. Appendix: The People's Republic of China, central and
eastern Europe and the post-Soviet Union Republics; Same-Language Low Price Reprint Agreement;
[lustration and Artwork Agreement; Packaging Rights Agreement; International Co-edition
Agreement; Film, Television and Allied Rights: Option and Assignment Agreements; Merchandising
Rights Agreement; Introduction to Electronic Precedents; Licence to Digital Media Producer to
Utilise Existing Print Material in Carrier Form; Licence to Institution to Make Existing Print Material
Available by Local Networks to End Users within its Own Site; Licence to Institutions to Use
Material Supplied in Electronic Form; Online Access to Database Agreement; E-book Distribution
Agreement; App Development Agreement; Text and Data Mining (TDM): Sample Clauses for
Subscription Agreement for Copyright Material; Appendices.Previous edition ISBN: 9781847665447

where to purchase online textbooks: Serving Library Users from Asia John Hickok,
2019-06-12 Asian populations are among some of the fastest growing cultural groups in the US.
While books on serving other target groups in libraries have been published (e.g., disabled, Latino,
seniors, etc.), few books on serving library users of Asian heritage have been written. Thus the
timely need for this book. Rather than a generalized overview of Asians as a whole, this book has 24
separate chapters—each on 24 specific Asian countries/cultures of East, Southeast, and South
Asia—with a wealth of resources for understanding, interacting with, outreaching to, and serving
library users of each culture. Resources include cultural guides (both print and online), language
helps (with sample library vocabulary), Asian booksellers, nationwide cultural groups, professional
literature, and more. Resources and suggestions are given for all three types of libraries—public,
school, and academic—making this book valuable for all librarians. The demographics of each Asian
culture (numbers and distribution)—plus history of immigration and international student
enrollment—is also featured. As a bonus, each chapter spotlights a US public, school, and academic
library providing model outreach to Asian library users. Additionally, this book provides a detailed
description and analysis of libraries in each of the 24 Asian countries. The history, development,
facilities, conditions, technology, classification systems, and more—of public, school, and academic
libraries—are all discussed, with detailed documentation. Country conditions influencing libraries
and library use are also described: literacy levels, reading cultures, languages and writing systems,
educational systems, and more. Based on the author’s 15 years of research and travels to Asia, this
work is a must-have for all librarians.

where to purchase online textbooks: Winning Online Instruction Daniel Hillman, Robert
Schudy, Anatoly Temkin, 2022-03-10 Winning Online Instruction provides concise, pragmatic
solutions to common challenges and demands that higher education faculty face in teaching online.
This book’s unique question-and-answer format allows readers to easily identify the issues important
to them, spanning online formats and teaching methods, course development and technology woes,
student motivation and engagement, academic integrity and fair grading, and more. Written for
instructors who have little to no experience designing and teaching online courses or who are
teaching online courses developed in a hurry, this is an approachable, efficient guide to the real
problems of everyday distance education.

where to purchase online textbooks: Keeping College Within Reach United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Education and the Workforce. Subcommittee on Higher Education and
Workforce Training, 2015

where to purchase online textbooks: Social, Economic, and Environmental Justice Kalea



Benner, Diane Loeffler, Natalie Pope, 2021-05-13 This innovative text is the first to introduce
practical techniques social workers can use to incorporate social, economic, and environmental
justice into their practice. The book emphasizes the role of justice in social work practice across the
micro-macro spectrum. By assessing common human needs in relation to human rights, justice, and
practice aimed at promoting fairness, students will learn how to incorporate theories and practical
perspectives in social work practice with individuals, families, communities, and organizations. With
its unique approach, this text focuses on structural oppression and inequities connected to clients'
engagement in systems and structures. The impact of disparities on accessing and utilizing
resources, and subsequently achieving successful outcomes, is examined through the justice lens.
Beginning with an overview of key concepts and theoretical underpinnings that provide foundational
knowledge, the text then examines each of the three justice foci --social, economic, and
environmental--in detail through specific systems. These systems include criminal justice, education,
food security, natural disasters and climate change, health, mental health, housing, and income
disparities Throughout the book, readers are asked to reflect on their own perceptions to enhance
understanding of the influence of justice on practice. Case studies, diagrams, boxed information,
student learning outcomes, chapter summaries, and review questions enhance understanding and
application of content. Purchase includes digital access for use on most mobile devices or
computers. Key Features: Emphasizes the role of social, economic, and environmental justice in
social work practice Examines the science and theory behind justice as it relates to social work
Teaches practical methods for implementing justice-oriented social work practice Authored by
prominent instructors actively engaged in co-curricular justice-related content Offers student
learning outcomes and summaries in each chapter Presents abundant diagrams and boxes to
enhance application of content Provides multiple experiential learning opportunities including case
examples and reflective and knowledge-based review questions Offers practical examples of
justice-informed social work Includes Instructor's Manual with sample syllabus, PowerPoints, exam
questions, and media resources

where to purchase online textbooks: Textbooks in Academic Libraries Chris Diaz, 2018-12-03
Shortly after the syllabi are posted, and long before the beginning of the term, interlibrary loan
departments at academic libraries will have filled or rejected innumerable textbook requests. While
it would be unwise if not impossible to buy and circulate every textbook at a college or university,
there are many academic libraries who are selectively adding textbooks to their collections. And the
practice seems to be gaining momentum. In this volume, the Association for Library Collections and
Technical Services (ALCTS) and editor Chris Diaz gather case studies that pull together creative
approaches and best practices for print textbook reserve programs. This book discusses such topics
as results and analysis from a detailed survey of a state university’s core-course textbook reserve
program; funding sources for starting or piloting a program;using aggregated enrollment, grade,
and textbook cost data to identify high impact courses;identifying course-related books that are in
the library’s collection or fit an existing collection policy;workflow for using bookstore data with ILS
and purchasing systems; andusing LibGuides and Google Sheets to publicize textbook holdings, and
how a back-end database supports discovery for students and reporting for reserves staff. A textbook
reserve program can be one way of helping students who are struggling with the high cost of
textbooks, and this book spotlights a variety of examples that can be used as models.

where to purchase online textbooks: The Digitally Disinterested Retta Guy, The vast amount
of research regarding student experiences with digital technology has been conducted at majority
institutions in higher education yet insufficient focus has been given to those students (majority
Black Americans) attending Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). For this reason, a
number of primary research studies were conducted at various HBCUs across the country to
determine learner characteristics, technology ownership and usage, and students’ preference in
terms of the learning environment. This book, The Digitally Disinterested, contains the findings of
those studies in a form that I hope will be accessible to educators, practitioners, researchers,
students and all who have an interest in higher education
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