
what to do with textbooks
what to do with textbooks is a question many students and educators face as the academic year
progresses. Textbooks can be a significant investment, and knowing their best uses can help
maximize their value. This article explores various options for what to do with textbooks, including
selling, donating, recycling, and repurposing them. It also addresses the environmental impact of
textbooks and offers creative ideas for reusing them. Whether you're looking to declutter your space,
make some extra cash, or contribute to a good cause, this comprehensive guide will provide you with
practical solutions. Let’s delve into the various strategies and tips for handling textbooks effectively.

Understanding the Value of Textbooks

Options for Selling Textbooks

Donating Your Textbooks

Recycling and Eco-Friendly Disposal

Creative Ways to Repurpose Textbooks

Conclusion

Understanding the Value of Textbooks
Textbooks often represent a significant investment for students, with costs that can exceed hundreds
of dollars each semester. Understanding their value is crucial not only for financial reasons but also
for making informed decisions about what to do with them after use. Many textbooks hold resale
value, especially if they are in good condition and are not outdated. Additionally, consider the
educational benefits they provide, which can extend beyond their initial usage period. By recognizing
the value of textbooks, students and educators can make choices that are financially wise and
environmentally responsible.

The Financial Aspect
The financial burden of purchasing textbooks is a reality for many learners. New editions can be
particularly expensive, while used textbooks offer a more affordable option. When students finish
their courses, they often ponder whether to keep or sell their textbooks. Understanding the potential
resale value can guide this decision. Websites and platforms that facilitate textbook sales can provide
current market prices, helping students make informed choices about selling their books.

The Educational Value
Textbooks are not just resources for a single course; they often contain valuable information and



insights that can be beneficial in future academic pursuits. Some textbooks are reference materials
that can aid in ongoing learning or professional development. Therefore, before deciding to part with
a textbook, consider its long-term educational value. Certain disciplines may require repeated
consultation of foundational texts, making it worthwhile to retain specific books.

Options for Selling Textbooks
One of the most common and practical solutions for what to do with textbooks is to sell them. This
approach can help recoup some of the initial costs incurred during purchase. There are several
avenues available for selling textbooks, each with its pros and cons.

Online Marketplaces
Online marketplaces have become increasingly popular for selling used textbooks. Platforms such as
eBay, Amazon, and specialized sites like Chegg and BookFinder allow users to list their books for sale.
These websites often provide an extensive audience, increasing the chances of selling a textbook
quickly.

Local Options
For those who prefer face-to-face transactions, local options such as campus bookstores or
community bulletin boards can be effective. Many college campuses have buyback programs at the
end of the semester, allowing students to sell their textbooks directly to the bookstore. Additionally,
local classified ads or community groups on social media can provide opportunities to sell directly to
other students.

Donating Your Textbooks
Donating textbooks is an excellent way to give back to the community and support others in their
educational journeys. Many organizations accept textbook donations, and this option is especially
valuable for books that may not have resale value or are outdated.

Charitable Organizations
There are numerous charitable organizations that accept textbook donations. These organizations
often distribute the books to schools, libraries, or students in need. Some well-known organizations
include:

Books for Africa

Goodwill Industries

United Way



By donating textbooks, individuals not only help reduce waste but also contribute to educational
equity, allowing others to benefit from resources that might otherwise be inaccessible.

Schools and Libraries
Local schools and libraries are often in need of educational resources. Donating textbooks to these
institutions can support community education efforts and provide valuable learning materials for
students. Consider reaching out to local schools or libraries to inquire about their donation policies.

Recycling and Eco-Friendly Disposal
When textbooks are damaged, outdated, or no longer useful, recycling is a responsible option. Many
textbooks are made of paper and can be recycled, reducing environmental waste. However, it's
important to follow proper recycling guidelines to ensure that the materials are disposed of correctly.

Finding Recycling Programs
Many local waste management programs offer recycling options for books. Checking with local
recycling facilities can provide information on how to recycle textbooks effectively. Some regions also
have specific programs focused on recycling paper products, including books.

Reducing Environmental Impact
Recycling textbooks not only helps reduce waste in landfills but also promotes sustainability.
Contributing to a circular economy by recycling paper products can significantly lower the carbon
footprint associated with book production and disposal. Consider integrating eco-friendly practices
whenever possible, such as utilizing digital textbooks or e-readers, which can further minimize
environmental impact.

Creative Ways to Repurpose Textbooks
If selling, donating, or recycling isn’t appealing, consider repurposing textbooks into creative projects.
This option allows for personalized expression and can contribute to home decor or educational tools.

Art and Craft Projects
Old textbooks can be transformed into unique art pieces. Some creative ideas include:

Book page art: Use pages to create collages or framed art.

Book sculptures: Fold pages into intricate designs or structures.

Journals: Rebind pages to create custom journals or notebooks.



These projects not only give new life to old textbooks but also provide an opportunity for creativity
and personal expression.

Home and Office Decor
Textbooks can also serve functional roles in home or office decor. Stacking them on shelves as
decorative elements or using them to create unique table centerpieces can enhance aesthetic appeal.
Repurposing textbooks in this way demonstrates creativity and can spark conversations about
education and learning.

Conclusion
Understanding what to do with textbooks involves recognizing their value and considering various
options for selling, donating, recycling, or repurposing them. Each choice contributes to financial
savings, educational support, or environmental sustainability. Whether you decide to keep your
textbooks for future reference, sell them for extra cash, donate them to those in need, or creatively
repurpose them, there are numerous possibilities to explore. By making informed decisions about
textbooks, individuals can ensure that these valuable resources continue to be beneficial long after
their initial use.

Q: What are the best ways to sell textbooks online?
A: The best ways to sell textbooks online include using platforms like Amazon, eBay, Chegg, and
BookFinder. These sites allow you to list your book for sale and reach a wide audience, increasing
your chances of a quick sale. Additionally, specialized textbook buyback sites can offer competitive
prices for your used books.

Q: Can I donate textbooks to local schools?
A: Yes, many local schools welcome textbook donations, especially if they are relevant to current
curricula. It’s advisable to contact the school directly to understand their needs and donation policies.

Q: What should I do with damaged textbooks?
A: Damaged textbooks can often be recycled. Check with local recycling programs to see if they
accept books. If the books are beyond repair, recycling is the most environmentally friendly option.

Q: Are there any organizations that accept textbook
donations?
A: Yes, several organizations accept textbook donations, including Books for Africa, Goodwill, and the
United Way. These organizations distribute books to students and educational institutions in need.



Q: How can I repurpose old textbooks creatively?
A: Old textbooks can be repurposed into various creative projects, such as book page art, sculptures,
or custom journals. They can also be used as decorative elements in home or office spaces,
enhancing aesthetic appeal.

Q: Is it worth selling textbooks after a semester?
A: Yes, selling textbooks after a semester can be worth it, especially if they are in good condition and
still relevant. Many students look for used textbooks to save money, so you can recoup some of your
investment.

Q: How can I determine the resale value of my textbooks?
A: To determine the resale value of textbooks, check online marketplaces and buyback websites for
current prices. Compare offers from different platforms to find the best deal for your books.

Q: What environmental benefits are associated with recycling
textbooks?
A: Recycling textbooks reduces waste in landfills, conserves natural resources, and lowers the carbon
footprint associated with book production. It promotes sustainability and supports a circular economy
by reusing materials.

Q: Can I sell textbooks during the semester?
A: Yes, you can sell textbooks during the semester, although it may be more challenging due to
demand fluctuations. Many students look for textbooks at the beginning of a term, so listing your
books early can increase your chances of selling them.

Q: What are some eco-friendly alternatives to traditional
textbooks?
A: Eco-friendly alternatives to traditional textbooks include digital textbooks, e-readers, and open
educational resources (OER). These options often have a lower environmental impact and can reduce
costs for students.
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  what to do with textbooks: What Works in Schools Robert J. Marzano, 2003 Schools can and
do affect student achievement, and this book recommends specific-and attainable-action steps to
implement successful strategies culled from the wealth of research data.
  what to do with textbooks: The New Politics of the Textbook Heather Hickman, Brad J.
Porfilio, 2012-10-29 In an era when corporate and political leaders are using their power to control
every aspect of the schooling process in North America, there has been surprisingly little research
on the impact of textbook content on students. The contributors of this volume and its partner (The
New Politics of the Textbook: Problematizing the Portrayal of Marginalized Groups in Textbooks)
guide educators, school administrators, academics, and other concerned citizens to unpack the
political, social, and cultural influences inherent in the textbooks of core content areas such as math,
science, English, and social science. They urge readers to reconsider the role textbooks play in the
creation of students’ political, social, and moral development and in perpetuating asymmetrical
social and economic relationships, where social actors are bestowed unearned privileges and
entitlements based upon their race, gender, sexuality, class, religion and linguistic background.
Finally, they suggest ways to resist the hegemony of those texts through critical analyses, critical
questioning, and critical pedagogies.
  what to do with textbooks: (Re)Constructing Memory: School Textbooks and the
Imagination of the Nation James H. Williams, 2014-08-08 This book examines the shifting
portrayal of the nation in school textbooks in 14 countries during periods of rapid political, social,
and economic change. Drawing on a range of analytic strategies, the authors examine history and
civics textbooks, and the teaching of such texts, along with other prominent curricular
materials—children’s readers, a required text penned by the head of state, a holocaust curriculum,
etc.. The authors analyze the uses of history and pedagogy in building, reinforcing and/or redefining
the nation and state especially in the light of challenges to its legitimacy. The primary focus is on
countries in developing or transitional contexts. Issues include the teaching of democratic civics in a
multiethnic state with little history of democratic governance; shifts in teaching about the Khmer
Rouge in post-conflict Cambodia; children’s readers used to define national space in former
republics of the Soviet Union; the development of Holocaust education in a context where citizens
were both victims and perpetuators of violence; the creation of a national past in Turkmenistan; and
so forth. The case studies are supplemented by commentary, an introduction and conclusion.
  what to do with textbooks: Understanding Multimodal Discourses in English Language
Teaching Textbooks Christopher A. Smith, 2022-08-11 Textbooks are indispensable components and
in some case the cornerstones of the mission of English Language Teaching (ELT). However, they
are artefacts of a pedagogical culture that rarely echo the concerns of their most prolific consumers:
teachers and students. This book offers a useful framework for evaluating ELT textbooks from a
critical discourse perspective; one that is based on sound current research but also offers practical
guidance to teachers. Building from a foundational understanding of ELT textbooks, the author
presents a systematic procedure to critically analyze their multimodal discourse, examine how those
discourses are negotiated between teachers and students in class, and measure how those
consumers privately value the lessons. The book provides teachers with the tools they need to select
and adapt materials based on critical multimodal discourse analysis, where not only the text but the
pictures, websites, audio, visual elements too are subjected to a process which can reveal underlying
ideologies, assumptions, omissions and reifications. The triangulated approach, demonstrated in a
series of vignettes featuring Korean university students and native-English-speaking instructors, can
inform textbook choice, instigate change, and inspire lesson re-contextualization to best suit the
needs of its primary consumers.
  what to do with textbooks: How to Succeed in Writing a Book Ruth Chambers, Gill Wakley,
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Gilian Nineham, Gregory Moxon, Michele Topham, 2006 This highly practical text is full of
interesting tips and words of advice covering all stages in publishing including proposals, selection
of authors, writing, editing, finding the right publisher, managing other authors, self discipline,
marketing, and finance. This is a 'how to do it' book for anyone considering writing a book. It helps
inexperienced or frustrated authors realise where they may be going wrong. Learn how to write to
be understood. Pick up tips from the authors of this book- who have all been in the writing and
publishing business for a long time. Although, the book focuses on writing for health and social care,
most of the information and guidance about getting published can be transferred to any kind of book
or publication. - From the Preface.
  what to do with textbooks: What Can You Do with Your Bible Training? Brandon C.
Benziger, Adam W. Day, 2023-06-23 Employment in the field of biblical studies has changed
significantly in recent years, and the coronavirus pandemic has only exacerbated the resulting
challenges. The purpose of this anthology is to inform and inspire evangelical students and
graduates of biblical studies programs about the wide variety of training-related vocational paths
they can pursue, both conventional and unconventional. The book does this by listing and
categorizing twenty-five relevant pathways, sharing the stories and insights of insiders within each
pathway, and calling for further creativity in putting one's biblical training to work. Each contributor
shares (1) how they settled into their represented occupation, (2) the ways in which they have used
their biblical training in that occupation, (3) the joys and trials of their work, and (4) advice for those
who would like to follow in their footsteps. The volume stands in the tradition of several
nuts-and-bolts-like resources within the guild (e.g., Nijay Gupta's Prepare, Succeed, Advance and
Ben Witherington's Is There a Doctor in the House?), and it seeks to develop that tradition
considerably.
  what to do with textbooks: Books for Schools and the Treatment of Minorities United States.
Congress. House. Education and Labor, 1966
  what to do with textbooks: Ideology and Hegemony of English Foreign Language Textbooks
Ömer Gökhan Ulum, Dinçay Köksal, 2020-01-27 This volume investigates ideological and hegemonic
practices in globally and locally written English as a Foreign Language (EFL) textbooks, and
explores whether these textbooks reflect the values, beliefs and norms of the native-speaker society
by examining their ideological components and the hegemonic practices by means of which the
source society or state seeks to influence learners of the language. It also attempts to clarify EFL
teachers’ and students’ views on the underlying ideology and hegemonic practices in globally and
locally written EFL textbooks. Studies on the relationship between ideology, hegemony and
textbooks in applied linguistics have become more prevalent in recent decades, as the emergence of
critical theory, critical pedagogy, and critical thinking skills from the 1920s onwards has led
scholars to adopt a more critical perspective towards EFL textbooks, especially with regard to
elements of ideology and hegemony. These two terms encompass a plethora of components, ranging
from nationalism to religion. At the same time, the importance of metanarratives originating from
the tenets of modernism has declined from the 1960s onwards, the assumption being that the world
has entered a new age called postmodernism and post-structuralism that emphasizes the role of
individuals and rejects efforts to reinforce post-colonialism, the effects of which can be seen in EFL
textbooks. Accordingly, taking the elements of ideology and hegemony into account remains a vital
aspect in the analysis of EFL textbooks.
  what to do with textbooks: Handbook of Research on Children's and Young Adult
Literature Shelby Wolf, Karen Coats, Patricia Enciso, Christine Jenkins, 2011-04-27 This
multidisciplinary handbook pulls together in one volume the research on children's and young adult
literature which is currently scattered across three intersecting disciplines: education, English, and
library and information science.
  what to do with textbooks: The Teachers Journal and Abstract , 1928
  what to do with textbooks: A Comparative Study of Wh-Words in Chinese Efl Textbooks,
Elicited Native and Non-Native Speaker Data and Written Native and Non-Native Speaker



Corpora Feifei Zhang, 2015-06-24 This study presents a corpus-based analysis of the use of wh
sentences by language learners, in language textbooks and in authentic written discourse. It focuses
on the polysemeous nature of wh words, which can be used as interrogatives, declaratives and to
introduce subordinate clauses. The analysis of wh sentences in EFL textbooks showed that there are
more prototypical examples at low proficiency levels. When teaching the interrogative, textbooks
focus almost exclusively on grammatical words, particularly at the beginners level. The analysis of
wh sentences elicited from Chinese speaking learners of English and Expert users of English
suggested that the prototypical structure is very strong in both sets of data, although native
speakers tend to use more prefabricated chunks of language. The analysis of wh sentences from
native speakers and non-native speakers written corpora suggested that subordinate clauses are
strongly present in both corpora, except for the word why in non-native speakers data. The use of
different words occurring immediately after wh words in the two corpora can be explained by (1) the
relatively small vocabulary size of the L2 speakers; (2) non-native speakers lack of awareness of
restricted collocations; (3) L1 transfer; (4) over/under-generalization of rules and (5) textbooks.
  what to do with textbooks: What is History Teaching, Now? A practical handbook for all
history teachers and educators Alex Fairlamb, Rachel Ball, 2023-06-16 What is History Teaching,
Now? is a research-informed handbook designed to provide practical guidance for history teachers
and educators with differing levels of experience. Drawing upon the classroom practice and
experience of a range of practitioners, the book focuses upon key areas such as curriculum and
assessment, pedagogy, communicating history and resources that support effective teaching and
learning. This book also provides practical ways to approach teaching topics such as diverse
histories, the British Empire, world history and environmental history. Practical strategies are woven
within the book, alongside questions for reflection and suggestions for further research and reading.
  what to do with textbooks: Stories from a Teacher’s Heart Rita M. Wirtz MA, 2019-03-22
Better grab some tissues. Stories from a Teacher’s Heart: Memories of Love, Life, and Family
celebrates life’s seasons, transitions, weathering storms, and greeting every day with purpose and
gratitude. Most of all, Rita Wirtz inspires us to be our most optimistic selves, with determination to
make a difference. Savor heartwarming stories about life, learning, and love as Rita shares the last
few years of her journey as a widow, from the mountains of California to the vibrant community of
Eugene, Oregon. Along the way you meet a cast of colorful characters from her schoolhouse and
home. Take your pick of stories from eight uniquely interesting themes. Rita selected fifty-two
favorites from a series of blogs written as a featured blogger for BAM Radio Network, EdWords.
What in the heck do lemonade stands, play, homework, cursive writing, retentions, sleepovers, and
speed-reading hacks have to do with one another? Everything in Rita’s world as mother, nana, and
teacher, it all blends into a glorious recipe for a life, well lived. You’ll see!
  what to do with textbooks: Current Perspectives in Spanish Lexical Development Irene
Checa-García, Laura Marqués-Pascual, 2023-10-04 New quantitative methodology and the
development of corpus and experimental linguistics tools have recently made researching lexical
comprehension and production more accessible. While several tools and data sets are available in
English (Coh-metrix, CELEX) and a few other languages, the development of resources and
empirical research is still lacking in Spanish. This volume brings together original empirical
research and theoretical perspectives that examine lexical development in Spanish L1, L2 and L3,
with a focus on different teaching approaches and textbook coverage of Spanish lexicon in L2
curricula and the use of corpus linguistics in methodological investigations. Some questions
addressed include the role of lexical development in mapping grammatical acquisition phases, the
potential transfers of L1 to L2 lexical abilities, the effect of explicit vocabulary learning techniques
in L2, how affective meaning modulates L2 acquisition, or how a typological understanding of lexical
organization can help in teaching more effectively the lexicon of a language, among many others.
The book offers an overview of what is currently being done in the field of Spanish lexical acquisition
through a myriad of approaches and topics.
  what to do with textbooks: The Complete Canadian Book Editor Leslie Vermeer, 2016-08-31



The essential resource for aspiring and professional editors Whether you are a student of the craft or
a working editor, you need The Complete Canadian Book Editor. From building and managing
author relationships, through acquiring and developing manuscripts, to every level of text editing
and proofing for print and ebooks, editors play integral roles in the operations of a book publishing
house. In The Complete Canadian Book Editor, veteran editor and professor Leslie Vermeer sets out
both the concepts and the processes that an effective editor must command. Dr. Vermeer guides
aspiring editors in presenting themselves successfully to employers and clients, and working editors
will recognize the voice of a mentor in her advice about career advancement. Editors at all
levels—along with authors and self-publishers—will find in The Complete Canadian Book Editor all of
the step-by-step editorial tools they need to take projects from promising beginnings to their full
potential. With exercises throughout, The Complete Canadian Book Editor reinforces key concepts,
and builds your skills as an expert editor. Topics include: Manuscript acquisition and book contracts.
Editorial stages, from development to proofreading. Design and production, including digital
workflow. What every editor needs to know about marketing. The state of book publishing in Canada
today. The future of publishing, and why editors are more important than ever before.
  what to do with textbooks: Book Review Digest , 1918
  what to do with textbooks: Moral Education in China Wangbei Ye, 2023-02-20 The book
presents up-to-date research on moral education teaching and teachers in China. By providing an
accessible, practical, yet scholarly source of moral education, education aims and teachers’ ethical
roles in China, which is also an international concern, the author systematically reviews Moral
Education curriculum, moral education pre-service teacher education, current policies and practices
of Moral Education teaching and teachers. The book will be resourceful for researchers,
practitioners and policymakers in moral education, citizenship education and teacher education.
  what to do with textbooks: English in Use i ,
  what to do with textbooks: Books for Schools and the Treatment of Minorities United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on De Facto School
Segregation, 1966
  what to do with textbooks: What Can Behavioral Economics Teach Us about Teaching
Economics? Supriya Sarnikar, 2015-11-19 Sarnikar cites evidence of frequent misconceptions of
economics amongst students, graduates, and even some economists, and argues that behavioral
economists are uniquely qualified to investigate causes of poor learning in economics. She conducts
a review of the economics education literature to identify gaps in current research efforts and
suggests a two-pronged approach to fill the gaps: an engineering approach to the adoption of
innovative teaching methods and a new research program to enhance economists' understanding of
how learning occurs. To facilitate research into learning processes, Sarnikar provides an overview of
selected learning theories from psychology, as well as new data on hidden misconceptions amongst
beginning students of economics. She argues that if they ask the right questions, economists of all
persuasions are likely to find surprising lessons in the answers of beginning students of economics.
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