
russian school textbooks

russian school textbooks play a crucial role in shaping the educational landscape in Russia. These textbooks
are not merely tools for teaching; they reflect the country’s cultural, historical, and ideological priorities.
From subjects like mathematics and literature to history and geography, the content of these textbooks is
meticulously curated to align with state educational standards. This article explores the significance of
Russian school textbooks, the various subjects they cover, the evolution of textbook publishing, and the
challenges faced in the modern educational environment. Additionally, we will look at how these textbooks
are evaluated and the future of educational materials in Russia.

Introduction

The Importance of Russian School Textbooks

Subjects Covered in Russian School Textbooks

The Evolution of Russian Textbook Publishing

Challenges in Modern Education

Evaluation and Approval of Textbooks

The Future of Russian School Textbooks

Conclusion

The Importance of Russian School Textbooks

Russian school textbooks serve as the foundation for the educational curriculum across the country. They
are designed to not only impart knowledge but also to instill values and a sense of national identity. The
selection and content of these textbooks are often influenced by the government, reflecting the political and
ideological framework within which education operates. This makes them a powerful tool in shaping the minds of
young learners.

Textbooks in Russia are also essential for standardized education, ensuring that students across different
regions receive the same quality of education. They help maintain uniformity in teaching methods and learning
outcomes, which is crucial in a country with vast geographical diversity. Moreover, the quality and
accuracy of information presented in these textbooks are vital in developing critical thinking and analytical
skills among students.

Subjects Covered in Russian School Textbooks

Russian school textbooks encompass a wide range of subjects, each tailored to meet educational standards
and learning goals. The primary subjects include:

Mathematics: Textbooks cover basic arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and advanced topics depending on the
grade level.

Literature: These textbooks introduce students to classic and contemporary Russian literature,
fostering an appreciation for language and storytelling.

History: Russian history is a significant part of the curriculum, with textbooks often focusing on key



events, figures, and the evolution of the nation.

Geography: Geography textbooks provide insights into Russia’s vast landscapes, environmental issues,
and global positioning.

Science: Subjects like biology, chemistry, and physics are included, often emphasizing practical
applications and experimental learning.

Foreign Languages: English and other foreign languages are increasingly emphasized, with textbooks
designed to enhance language acquisition.

Social Studies: This subject covers civic education, ethics, and the principles of governance, fostering
informed citizenship.

Each subject area is designed with specific learning objectives in mind, ensuring that students gain a well-rounded
education that prepares them for future challenges.

The Evolution of Russian Textbook Publishing

The landscape of Russian textbook publishing has evolved significantly over the decades. Initially, textbooks
were predominantly state-issued, offering little diversity in content or perspective. However, the post-Soviet
era saw a gradual shift towards increased privatization and the emergence of multiple publishing houses. This
change allowed for a broader range of educational materials and perspectives.

Today, several reputable publishing companies produce textbooks that cater to different educational needs.
These companies often collaborate with educators and scholars to create content that is both informative
and engaging. Furthermore, advancements in technology have led to the development of digital textbooks and
online resources, making education more accessible than ever before.

Challenges in Modern Education

Despite the progress made in the field of education, Russian school textbooks face several challenges. One
major issue is the prevalence of outdated materials that do not reflect current knowledge or educational
practices. Although efforts are made to update textbooks regularly, the approval process can be lengthy,
resulting in students using resources that lack relevance.

Another challenge is the ideological bias that can permeate the content of textbooks. The influence of state
policies can sometimes lead to the omission of critical perspectives in history or science, which can hinder
students' ability to engage with diverse viewpoints and develop critical thinking skills.

Moreover, the disparity in educational resources between urban and rural areas can impact the quality of
education. Schools in remote regions may struggle to obtain updated textbooks or access to digital learning
tools, which can create inequalities in educational opportunities.

Evaluation and Approval of Textbooks

The evaluation and approval process for Russian school textbooks is rigorous and involves several stages.
The Ministry of Education sets specific criteria that textbooks must meet to be considered for use in schools.
This includes aspects such as the accuracy of the content, alignment with educational standards, and
pedagogical effectiveness.

Textbooks are typically reviewed by a panel of experts, including educators, subject matter specialists, and
psychologists, who assess their suitability for the intended age group. This thorough evaluation ensures that
only high-quality materials are introduced into the educational system.



The Future of Russian School Textbooks

The future of Russian school textbooks is likely to be shaped by ongoing technological advancements and the
changing landscape of education. The integration of digital resources and interactive learning tools is becoming
increasingly common, as educators seek to engage students more effectively.

Additionally, there is a growing emphasis on inclusive education, which aims to accommodate diverse learning
needs. This trend may lead to the development of more adaptable textbooks that cater to various learning
styles and abilities.

As society evolves, so too will the educational priorities reflected in textbooks. A greater emphasis on
critical thinking, creativity, and global awareness is expected to influence the content of future materials,
ensuring that students are prepared for an interconnected world.

Conclusion

Russian school textbooks play an integral role in shaping the educational experiences of students across the
country. They are essential tools that reflect not only academic knowledge but also cultural and
ideological values. As the educational landscape continues to evolve, so too will the challenges and
opportunities faced by textbook publishers and educators. The commitment to quality education and the
adaptation of materials to meet the needs of future generations will be pivotal in ensuring that Russian
students receive a comprehensive and relevant education.

Q: What subjects are typically included in Russian school textbooks?
A: Russian school textbooks typically cover subjects such as mathematics, literature, history, geography,
science, foreign languages, and social studies. Each subject is tailored to meet specific educational standards
and learning objectives.

Q: How are Russian school textbooks evaluated and approved?
A: The evaluation and approval process for Russian school textbooks involves a review by the Ministry of
Education and a panel of experts. Textbooks are assessed for content accuracy, alignment with educational
standards, and pedagogical effectiveness before being approved for use in schools.

Q: What challenges do Russian school textbooks face today?
A: Russian school textbooks face challenges such as outdated materials, ideological bias, and disparities in
educational resources between urban and rural areas. These issues can impact the quality and relevance of
education.

Q: How has the publishing landscape for Russian school textbooks changed
over time?
A: The publishing landscape for Russian school textbooks has evolved from being predominantly state-issued
to a more privatized model with multiple publishing companies. This shift has led to a broader range of
educational materials and perspectives.

Q: What is the future of Russian school textbooks?
A: The future of Russian school textbooks is expected to include greater integration of digital resources and
interactive learning tools, as well as a focus on inclusive education to accommodate diverse learning needs.



Q: Are there any significant ideological influences in Russian school
textbooks?
A: Yes, Russian school textbooks can exhibit ideological bias, often reflecting state policies and perspectives
in subjects like history and social studies. This can limit exposure to diverse viewpoints.

Q: How do Russian school textbooks contribute to national identity?
A: Russian school textbooks contribute to national identity by embedding cultural, historical, and
ideological elements that promote a sense of belonging and understanding of Russia's heritage among students.

Q: What role do digital resources play in modern Russian education?
A: Digital resources play a significant role in modern Russian education by providing access to updated
materials, interactive learning experiences, and fostering engagement among students in a technology-driven
world.

Q: How do textbook content and educational standards align in Russia?
A: Textbook content in Russia is closely aligned with educational standards set by the Ministry of Education,
ensuring that materials meet specific learning objectives and reflect current pedagogical practices.
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  russian school textbooks: Narrating the Soviet Era in Russian School History Textbooks
Olga Konkka, 2025-09-03 This study focuses on how Russian history textbooks published between
1992 and 2021 dealt with the topic of the Soviet period (1917–1991). Representations of this part of
Russia’s past in school manuals have provoked vivid debates and bolstered government intervention
in the field, while a gradual shift towards a less critical narrative of the USSR in more recent
textbooks is often presented as directed by Vladimir Putin. This study combines research into these
texts and inquiry into those who write, publish, approve, or criticize them. Bringing together these
perspectives provides a more complex view of school textbooks as final products of both top-down
and bottom-up processes. This volume is aimed at postgraduates, researchers, and academics
specializing in Soviet history, contemporary Russian politics and society, and history education and
textbooks.
  russian school textbooks: Discourses of Globalisation, and the Politics of History School
Textbooks Joseph Zajda, 2022-08-19 This book focuses on discourses of the politics of history
education and history textbooks. It offers a new insight into understanding of the nexus between
ideology, the state, and nation-building, as depicted in history education and school textbooks. It
especially focuses on the interpretation of social and political change, significant events, looking for
possible biases and omissions, leadership and the contribution of key individuals, and continuities.
The book discusses various aspects of historical narratives, and some selected key events in defining
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identity and nation-building. It considers the role of historiography in dominant historical narratives.
It analyses history education, in both local and global settings, and its significance in promoting
values education and intercultural and global understanding. It is argued that historical narratives
add pedagogies, grounded in constructivist, metacognitive and transformational paradigms, have the
power to engage the learner in significant and meaningful learning experiences, informed by
multiple discourses of our historical narratives and those of other nations.
  russian school textbooks: Globalisation and National Identity in History Textbooks
Joseph Zajda, 2017-07-06 Globalisation and National Identity in History Textbooks: The Russian
Federation, the 16th book in the 24-volume book series Globalisation, Comparative Education and
Policy Research, discusses trends in dominant discourses of identity politics, and nation-building in
school history textbooks in the Russian Federation (RF). The book addresses one of the most
profound examples of the re-writing of history following a geo-political change. Various book
chapters examine debates pertaining to national identity, patriotism, and the nation-building
process. The book discusses the way in which a new sense of patriotism and nationalism is
documented in prescribed Russian history textbooks, and in the Russian media debate on history
textbooks. It explores the ambivalent and problematic relationship between the state, globalisation
and the construction of cultural identity in prescribed school history textbooks. By focusing on
ideology, identity politics, and nation-building, the book examines history teachers’ responses to the
content of history textbooks and how teachers depict key moments in modern Russian history. This
book, an essential sourcebook of ideas for researchers, practitioners and policymakers in the fields
of globalisation and history education, provides timely information on history teachers’ attitudes
towards historical knowledge and historical understanding in prescribed Russian history textbooks.
  russian school textbooks: Democracy In The Russian School Ben Eklof, 2019-08-22
Framed by an introductory essay by Ben Ekiof, the translated documents in this volume are crucial
to understanding Russian educational reform efforts. These primary sources, based on previously
unpublished statistical data and public opinion surveys, depict current conditions in Russia's
schools. Reflecting the approach of the leading historian of education Edward Dneprov-now the
powerful minister of education serving under Boris Yeltsin-the documents describe the radical
reform philosophy and program first published in Teachers' Gazette in 1988, which now serve as the
operative legislation for all secondary schools. The VNIK (Temporary Scientific Research Collective
on the Schools) reform movement is a fascinating microcosm of perestroika in terms of goals,
mobilization, and the complicated, painful process of implementation. This unique glimpse into
Russian education in a period of turmoil will interest all those who follow Russian politics and
society.
  russian school textbooks: Nation-Building and History Education in a Global Culture
Joseph Zajda, 2015-03-24 This book examines the nexus between nation-building and history
education globally and the implication for cultural diversity and social justice. It studies some of the
major education reforms and policy issues in history education in a global culture, and regards them
in the light of recent shifts in history education and policy research. In doing so, the volume provides
a comprehensive picture of the intersecting and diverse discourses of globalisation, history
education and policy-driven reforms. It makes clear that the impact of globalisation on education
policy and reforms is a strategically significant issue for us all. The book focuses on the importance
of nation-building and patriotism in history education, and presents up-to-date research on global
trends in history education reforms and policy research. It provides an easily accessible, practical
yet scholarly source of information about the international concerns in the field of globalisation,
history education and policy research.
  russian school textbooks: Globalisation, Nation-Building and History Education Joseph Zajda,
John Whitehouse, 2024-03-19 This book uses historiography and discourse analysis to provide a new
insight into understanding the nexus between ideologies, the state, and nation-building—as depicted
in history school textbooks. It focuses on the interpretation of social and political change, significant
events, and examining possible new biases and omissions in school textbooks. The ‘Europeanization’



of history textbooks in the EU is an example of western-dominated Grand Narrative of pluralist
democracy, multiculturalism, and human rights, according to the canon of a particularly European
dimension. Various public debates in the USA, China, the Russian Federation (RF), Japan, and
elsewhere, dealing with understandings of a nation-building, national identity, and history education
point out to parallels between the political significance of school history and the history education
debates globally. The book demonstrates that the issue of national identity and balanced
representations of the past continue to dominate the debate surrounding the goals, dominant
ideologies and content of history textbooks, and historical narratives. It concludes that competing
discourses and ideologies will continue to define and shape the nature and significance of historical
knowledge, ideologies and the direction of values education in history textbooks. This book provides
an easily accessible, practical, yet scholarly insights into local and global trends in the field of
history education, and should be required reading for a broad spectrum of users, including
policy-makers, academics, graduate students, education policy researchers, administrators, and
practitioners.
  russian school textbooks: Globalisation, Ideology and Education Policy Reforms Joseph
Zajda, 2010-01-19 Globalisation, Ideology and Education Policy Reforms, which is the 11th volume in
the 12-volume book series Globalisation, Comparative Education and Policy Research, presents
scholarly research on major discourses concerning globalisation and the politics of education
reforms. It reviews some of the ideological imperatives fueling education reforms. It examines
critically education reforms within their social, political and global dimensions. It provides an easily
accessible, practical yet scholarly source of information about recent developments in globalisation,
ideology and trends in education reforms. Above all, the book offers the latest fi- ings to the critical
issues concerning major discourses surrounding the nexus between ideology and education reforms
in the global culture. It is a sourcebook of ideas for researchers, practitioners and policy makers in
education, and schooling around the world. It offers a timely overview of current policy issues
affecting education reforms globally. It provides directions in education, and policy research,
relevant to progressive pedagogy, social change and transformational educational reforms in the
twenty-first century. The book critically examines the overall interplay between the state, ideology
and current discourses of education reforms in the global culture. It draws upon recent studies in
the areas of globalisation, academic achievement, standards, equity and the role of the State (Apple
2004; Carnoy 1999; Zajda et al. 2008). It explores conceptual frameworks and methodological
approaches applicable in the research covering the State, globalisation and quality-driven education
reforms.
  russian school textbooks: Ukraine in Crisis ,
  russian school textbooks: Globalisation, Ideology and Politics of Education Reforms Joseph
Zajda, 2015-10-09 This 14th volume in the 24-volume book series sets out to explore the
interrelationship between ideology, the state, and education reforms, placing it in a global context. It
examines some of the major education reforms and policy issues in a global culture, particularly in
the light of recent shifts in accountability, quality and standards-driven education, and policy
research. By doing so, it provides a comprehensive picture of the intersecting and diverse discourses
of globalisation and policy-driven reforms in education. The book draws upon recent studies in the
areas of globalisation, equality, and the role of the state. It explores conceptual frameworks and
methodological approaches applicable in the research covering the state, globalisation, and
education reforms. It critiques the neo-liberal ideological imperatives of current education and
policy reforms, and illustrates the way that shifts in the relationship between the state and education
policy affect current trends in education reforms and schooling globally. Individual chapters
critically assess the dominant discourses and debates on education and policy reforms. Using
diverse comparative education paradigms from critical theory to historical-comparative research,
the chapters focus on globalisation, ideology and democracy and examine both the reasons and
outcomes of education reforms and policy change. They provide an informed critique of models of
accountability, quality and standards-driven education reforms that are informed by Western



dominant ideologies and social values. The book also draws upon recent studies in the areas of
equity, cultural capital and dominant ideologies in education.
  russian school textbooks: Borderlands into Bordered Lands Tatiana, 2014-04-15 Since
1991, post-Soviet political elites in Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus have been engaged in nation- as
well as state-building. They have tried to strengthen territorial sovereignty and national security,
re-shape collective identities and re-narrate national histories. Former Soviet republics have become
new neighbours, partners, and competitors searching for geopolitical identity in the new Eastern
Europe, i.e. the countries left outside the enlarged EU. Old paradigms such as Eurasia or East Slavic
civilisation have been re-invented and politically instrumentalized in the international relations and
domestic politics of these countries. At the same time, these old concepts and myths have been
contested and challenged by pro-Western elites. Borderlands into Bordered Lands examines the
construction of post-Soviet borders and their political, social, and cultural implications. It focuses on
the exemplary case of the Ukrainian-Russian border, approaching it as a social construct and a
discursive phenomenon. Zhurzhenko shows how the symbolic meanings of and narratives on this
border contribute to national identity formation and shape the images of the neighbouring countries
as the Other thereby shedding new light on the role of border disputes between Ukraine and Russia
in bilateral relations, in EU neighbourhood politics and in domestic political conflicts. Zhurzhenko
also addresses 'border making' on the regional level, focusing on the cross-border cooperation
between Kharkiv and Belgorod and on the dilemmas of a Euroregion 'in absence of Europe': Finally,
she reflects the everyday experiences of the residents of near-border villages and shows how
national and local identities are performed at, and transformed by, the new border. Borderlands into
Bordered Lands was honored by the American Association for Ukrainian Studies as best book
2009/2010 in the field of Ukrainian history, politics, language, literature and culture. For more
information, view: www.ukrainianstudies.org.
  russian school textbooks: International Handbook of Research on Teachers and Teaching
Lawrence J. Saha, Anthony Gary Dworkin, 2009-04-17 The International Handbook of Research on
Teachers and Teaching provides a fresh look at the ever changing nature of the teaching profession
throughout the world. This collection of over 70 articles addresses a wide range of issues relevant
for understanding the present educational climate in which the accountability of teachers and the
standardized testing of students have become dominant.
  russian school textbooks: (Re)Constructing Memory: School Textbooks and the Imagination of
the Nation James H. Williams, 2014-08-08 This book examines the shifting portrayal of the nation in
school textbooks in 14 countries during periods of rapid political, social, and economic change.
Drawing on a range of analytic strategies, the authors examine history and civics textbooks, and the
teaching of such texts, along with other prominent curricular materials—children’s readers, a
required text penned by the head of state, a holocaust curriculum, etc.. The authors analyze the uses
of history and pedagogy in building, reinforcing and/or redefining the nation and state especially in
the light of challenges to its legitimacy. The primary focus is on countries in developing or
transitional contexts. Issues include the teaching of democratic civics in a multiethnic state with
little history of democratic governance; shifts in teaching about the Khmer Rouge in post-conflict
Cambodia; children’s readers used to define national space in former republics of the Soviet Union;
the development of Holocaust education in a context where citizens were both victims and
perpetuators of violence; the creation of a national past in Turkmenistan; and so forth. The case
studies are supplemented by commentary, an introduction and conclusion.
  russian school textbooks: Proceedings of the Future Technologies Conference (FTC)
2021, Volume 2 Kohei Arai, 2021-11-03 This book covers a wide range of important topics
including but not limited to Technology Trends, Computing, Artificial Intelligence, Machine Vision,
Communication, Security, e-Learning, and Ambient Intelligence and their applications to the real
world. The sixth Future Technologies Conference 2021 was organized virtually and received a total
of 531 submissions from academic pioneering researchers, scientists, industrial engineers, and
students from all over the world. After a double-blind peer review process, 191 submissions have



been selected to be included in these proceedings. One of the meaningful and valuable dimensions of
this conference is the way it brings together a large group of technology geniuses in one venue to
not only present breakthrough research in future technologies, but also to promote discussions and
debate of relevant issues, challenges, opportunities and research findings. We hope that readers find
the book interesting, exciting, and inspiring; it provides the state-of-the-art intelligent methods and
techniques for solving real-world problems along with a vision of the future research.
  russian school textbooks: Collective Memories in War Elena Rozhdestvenskaya, Victoria
Semenova, Irina Tartakovskaya, Krzysztof Kosela, 2015-12-14 This edited collection offers an
empirical exploration of social memory in the context of politics, war, identity and culture. With a
substantive focus on Eastern Europe, it employs the methodologies of visual studies, content and
discourse analysis, in-depth interviews and surveys to substantiate how memory narratives are
composed and rewritten in changing ideological and political contexts. The book examines various
historical events, including the Russian-Afghan war of 1979-89 and World War II, and considers
public and local rituals, monuments and museums, textbook accounts, gender and the body. As such
it provides a rich picture of post-socialist memory construction and function based in
interdisciplinary memory studies.
  russian school textbooks: International Handbook on Globalisation, Education and Policy
Research Joseph Zajda, 2005-12-05 The aim of this Handbook is to present a global overview of
developments in education and policy change during the last decade. It has the objective of
providing both a strategic education policy statement on recent shifts in education and policy
research globally and offers new approaches to further exploration, development and improvement
of education and policy making. The Handbook attempts to address some of the above issues and
problems confronting educators and policy makers globally. Different articles seek to conceptualize
the on-going problems of education policy formulation and implementation, and provide a useful
synthesis of the education policy research conducted in different countries, and practical
implications. The Handbook, by focusing on such issues as - the OECD (2001) model of the
knowledge society, and associated strategic challenge and 'deliverable goals' (OECD 2001:139) -
UNESCO-driven lifelong learning paradigm, and its relevance to education policy makers, globally -
different models of policy planning, and equity questions that are raised by
centralization/decentralization, diversity/uniformity and curriculum standardization issues - the
'crises' of educational quality, the debate of standards and excellence, and good and effective
teaching. - will contribute to a better and more holistic understanding of the education policy and
research nexus; offering possible strategies for the effective and pragmatic policy planning and
implementation at the local, regional and national levels.
  russian school textbooks: Motherland Charles J. Sullivan, 2022-09-13 This book explores the
extent to which and the reasons why Russia’s citizens harbor feelings of nostalgia for the Soviet
Union today. Based on the results of a nationwide survey and rigorous field research carried out
within several of Russia’s regions, Dr. Sullivan uncovers material and cultural rationales for this
sentiment of nostalgia – which poses both an opportunity and a challenge to the Russian
government. With Russian nationalism and revanchism a resurgent force in contemporary global
affairs, this detailed study will interest scholars of international relations and of populist
authoritarianism around the world.
  russian school textbooks: The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Education Liam Francis
Gearon, Arniika Kuusisto, 2025-04-29 The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Education offers a
multi-disciplinary work of scholarship and research highlighting the global significance of a critical
interface of cultural and social, political, and theological importance. Drawing on historical
perspective and contemporary reflection, the collection provides a uniquely transformative analysis
of why the interface of religion and education is of such critical significance. With contributions from
some of the leading thinkers in the field, this Handbook presents a cumulatively powerful argument
to reassess the complexities of the intersection of religion and education. With ambitious and yet
accessible intellectual engagements, the Handbook here furthers a central thesis: that the interface



of religion and education is not merely a matter of arcane disputation about a domain of ancient
origin or a rudimentary matter of formal educational process, but a vibrant domain of critical
contestation fundamental to knowing, understanding, and living in the modern world.
  russian school textbooks: Re-Constructing Grassroots Holocaust Memory Irina Rebrova,
2020-10-26 The main objective of the book is to allocate the grass roots initiatives of remembering
the Holocaust victims in a particular region of Russia which has a very diverse ethnic structure and
little presence of Jews at the same time. It aims to find out how such individual initiatives
correspond to the official Russian hero-orientated concept of remembering the Second World war
with almost no attention to the memory of war victims, including Holocaust victims. North Caucasus
became the last address of thousands of Soviet Jews, both evacuees and locals. While there was
almost no attention paid to the Holocaust victims in the official Soviet propaganda in the postwar
period, local activists and historians together with the members of Jewish communities preserved
Holocaust memory by installing small obelisks at the killing sites, writing novels and making
documentaries, teaching about the Holocaust at schools and making small thematic exhibitions in
the local and school museums. Individual types of grass roots activities in the region on
remembering Holocaust victims are analyzed in each chapter of the book.
  russian school textbooks: Russian Education Brian Holmes, Gerald H. Read, Natalya
Voskresenskaya, 1995 First Published in 1995. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
  russian school textbooks: History Wars and The Classroom Tony Taylor, Robert Guyver,
2012-03-01 The book is entitled History Wars in the Classroom: Global Perspectives and examines
how ten separate countries have experienced debates and disputes over the contested nature of the
subject, for example the 'Black Armband' and 'Whitewash' factions in Australia who adopt opposingly
celebratory or denigratory views of Australian history, especially when evaluating episodes of poor
racial relations. There are also tensions between traditional/patriotic views of history teaching and
reformed or 'new' history. There are issues of political control of the curriculum and parallel issues
of who writes it (very topical in England at the moment over two expat 'big picture' historians who
work at Harvard and Columbia (Niall Ferguson and Simon Schama)).
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