
school psychology textbooks
school psychology textbooks serve as essential resources for students, educators, and
practitioners in the field of psychology as it applies to school settings. These textbooks cover a wide
range of topics, from developmental psychology to assessment techniques, and provide foundational
knowledge necessary to understand the complexities of student behavior and learning. In this article,
we will explore the key components of school psychology textbooks, their importance in the
educational landscape, the types of content they typically include, and recommendations for some of
the most respected and widely used textbooks in the field. Additionally, we will address current trends
in school psychology and how these resources support the professional development of school
psychologists.
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Understanding School Psychology Textbooks
School psychology textbooks are designed to equip students and professionals with the necessary
tools to support the psychological and educational needs of children and adolescents. These
textbooks integrate theories of psychology with practical applications within school environments.
They are critical for both training future school psychologists and providing ongoing education for
current practitioners.

Typically, these textbooks are used in graduate-level programs that focus on school psychology,
counseling, and educational psychology. The content often addresses a variety of topics, including the
roles and responsibilities of school psychologists, ethical considerations, and approaches to
intervention and assessment. By providing a comprehensive overview of the field, school psychology
textbooks play a pivotal role in shaping competent professionals who can effectively serve diverse
student populations.

Key Topics Covered in School Psychology Textbooks
School psychology textbooks encompass a wide array of topics that reflect the multifaceted nature of
the profession. Understanding these key topics is essential for anyone looking to delve into the field
or enhance their knowledge.



Developmental Psychology
Developmental psychology is a cornerstone of school psychology, as it provides insights into the
cognitive, emotional, and social development of children and adolescents. Textbooks often cover key
developmental theories, including those proposed by Piaget, Erikson, and Vygotsky. This knowledge
helps school psychologists assess developmental milestones and identify potential areas of concern.

Assessment and Evaluation Techniques
Assessment is a fundamental aspect of school psychology. Textbooks typically outline various
assessment tools and techniques used to evaluate students' academic performance and psychological
well-being. Common topics include:

Standardized testing methods

Behavioral assessments

Functional behavioral assessments

Response to intervention (RTI) models

Understanding these assessment strategies is crucial for school psychologists who must make
informed decisions about interventions and support services.

Intervention Strategies
Intervention strategies are designed to address the diverse needs of students. School psychology
textbooks often provide a framework for developing and implementing effective interventions. Key
areas of focus may include:

Behavioral interventions

Cognitive-behavioral strategies

Social skills training

Support for students with special needs

By learning about various intervention strategies, school psychologists can tailor their approaches to
meet individual student needs.

Recommended School Psychology Textbooks
Numerous textbooks are widely recognized in the field of school psychology for their depth of content
and practical applicability. Here are some highly regarded recommendations:



1. "Introduction to School Psychology" by Thomas J. K.
McIntyre and B. M. D. B. McIntyre
This textbook offers a thorough overview of the field, covering essential topics such as assessment,
intervention, and professional ethics. It serves as an excellent introduction for students new to school
psychology.

2. "School Psychology: A Social-Emotional Learning Approach"
by Michael A. Southam-Gerow
Focusing on the integration of social-emotional learning within school settings, this textbook provides
practical strategies for promoting positive student outcomes and addressing mental health concerns.

3. "Assessment in School Psychology: A Practical Guide" by
Daniel J. Flannery
This resource offers detailed guidance on various assessment methods and tools, making it an
invaluable reference for both students and practicing school psychologists.

4. "Handbook of School Psychology" edited by Thomas P.
Gullotta and Gerald R. Adams
This comprehensive handbook covers a wide range of topics relevant to school psychology, including
theory, research, and practice. It is suitable for both students and seasoned professionals.

Current Trends in School Psychology
The field of school psychology is continually evolving, influenced by research, policy changes, and
societal needs. Understanding current trends is crucial for professionals who seek to remain effective
and informed.

Emphasis on Mental Health
There is an increasing recognition of the importance of mental health in schools. Many textbooks now
emphasize the role of school psychologists in promoting mental health and providing interventions for
students experiencing emotional difficulties.

Focus on Diversity and Inclusion
Modern school psychology recognizes the significance of cultural competence. Textbooks are
beginning to address issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion, equipping school psychologists to work



effectively with diverse student populations. This includes understanding cultural influences on
behavior and learning.

Integration of Technology
With the advancement of technology, school psychologists are incorporating digital tools for
assessment and intervention. Textbooks are increasingly addressing how to leverage technology to
enhance educational outcomes and support student learning.

Importance of School Psychology Textbooks
School psychology textbooks play a crucial role in the training and ongoing education of professionals
in the field. They provide a structured framework for understanding complex psychological concepts
and their application within educational settings. Moreover, these resources help ensure that school
psychologists are equipped with the latest research and evidence-based practices, ultimately
benefiting students and the educational community at large.

In summary, school psychology textbooks are indispensable for anyone involved in the field of
education and mental health. They provide essential insights, strategies, and knowledge that
empower school psychologists to make a meaningful difference in the lives of students.

Q: What is the primary focus of school psychology textbooks?
A: School psychology textbooks primarily focus on equipping students and professionals with
knowledge and skills related to the psychological and educational needs of children and adolescents.
They cover topics such as developmental psychology, assessment techniques, intervention strategies,
and ethical considerations.

Q: Who should use school psychology textbooks?
A: School psychology textbooks are primarily used by graduate students studying school psychology,
educators seeking to understand psychological principles in education, and practicing school
psychologists looking for ongoing professional development.

Q: How do school psychology textbooks support mental health
initiatives in schools?
A: School psychology textbooks support mental health initiatives by providing evidence-based
strategies and interventions that school psychologists can implement to address emotional and
psychological issues among students, promoting overall well-being within the school environment.

Q: What are some current trends in school psychology that



textbooks address?
A: Current trends in school psychology that textbooks address include an increased focus on mental
health, the importance of diversity and inclusion, and the integration of technology in assessment and
intervention practices.

Q: Can school psychology textbooks help with understanding
special education needs?
A: Yes, many school psychology textbooks include comprehensive sections on special education,
discussing assessment, intervention strategies, and support systems for students with special needs,
ensuring that school psychologists are prepared to meet these diverse challenges.

Q: Why is it important for school psychologists to stay
updated with new textbooks?
A: It is important for school psychologists to stay updated with new textbooks to ensure they are
aware of the latest research, theories, and evidence-based practices in the field, which can enhance
their effectiveness in supporting students and navigating the complexities of modern education.

Q: What skills do school psychology textbooks emphasize for
professional practice?
A: School psychology textbooks emphasize a variety of skills essential for professional practice,
including assessment and evaluation skills, intervention strategies, counseling techniques, ethical
decision-making, and communication skills with students, parents, and educators.

Q: Are there specific textbooks recommended for those new
to school psychology?
A: Yes, there are several recommended textbooks for those new to school psychology, such as
"Introduction to School Psychology" and "School Psychology: A Social-Emotional Learning Approach,"
which provide foundational knowledge and practical insights for beginners in the field.

Q: How do textbooks facilitate the training of future school
psychologists?
A: Textbooks facilitate the training of future school psychologists by providing structured content that
covers essential theories, practices, and ethical considerations, allowing students to develop a
comprehensive understanding of their professional roles and responsibilities.
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  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology Sally L. Grapin, John H. Kranzler, 2018-02-28
This engaging new text introduces the field of school psychology, providing an accessible overview
of an essential and in-demand profession. It covers a comprehensive range of topics, including
historical, cultural, professional, legal, and ethical foundations as well as practices in assessment,
intervention, consultation, and program evaluation. Reflecting current standards and best practices,
the book includes learning tools for a variety of audiences and examines the profession of school
psychology through a social justice lens. Highlights include: Written in an accessible manner to
facilitate understanding by those with minimal to no background. Contributions from renowned
authors, which allow readers to learn directly from experts in the field Content aligned with the ten
domains of the NASP Practice Model Integration of key concepts in psychological research and
measurement that are essential for understanding school psychology practice. A social justice
orientation that portrays school psychologists as advocates for diverse children, families, and
communities Social Justice Connections boxes, which address a range of contemporary issues
related to equity and access in schools and psychological service delivery Comprehensive coverage
of historical, cultural, legal, and ethical foundations as well as the roles and functions of school
psychologists, including assessment, intervention, consultation, and systems-level reform Tools and
resources for professional development and career planning Learning objectives, case examples,
review and discussion questions, key terms with definitions, and chapter summaries that engage
readers and reinforce key ideas Online instructor resources such as PowerPoint presentations, a test
bank, sample syllabi, and graduate program worksheets, ideal for busy faculty. This text is ideal for a
range of audiences, including undergraduate and graduate students as well as pre-service and
working professionals who are considering re-specialization in school psychology. In particular, it is
ideal for use in both undergraduate and graduate courses in school psychology (e.g., psychology in
the schools, roles and functions of school psychologists) as well senior internship and service
learning courses in psychology and education.
  school psychology textbooks: The Handbook of International School Psychology Shane
R. Jimerson, Thomas D. Oakland, Peter T. Farrell, Peter Farrell, 2007 The Handbook of International
School Psychology will be THE major resource on the profession and its various applications in
different countries. It is a ′must read′ for school psychologists and professionals from related
disciplines who wish to understand, monitor, and shape the field of school psychology. --Scott
Huebner, NCSP, University of South Carolina This book is a very important contribution . . . The
authors are all the most well known and respected in their countries, with many years of
international experience within the field. The reader gets a firsthand impression of both the vast
differences and the many common aspects within the school psychological domain. The broad range
of countries . . . also shows how trends in school psychology--and special education--over years play
an important role in cross-national implementation strategies. --Niels Egelund, Institute of
Educational Psychology, The Danish University of Education. The Handbook of International School
Psychology provides a description of the specialty of psychology devoted to the global provision of
services to children and youth, their teachers, and parents. Editors Shane R. Jimerson, Thomas D.
Oakland, and Peter T. Farrell have brought together prominent authors from 43 countries to provide
valuable information and insights regarding the numerous facets of school psychology. Key
Features: Offers a comprehensive overview of key areas: This Handbook addresses the context of
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school psychology; its origin, history, and current status; and the infrastructure of school
psychology. In addition, contributors examine the preparation of school psychologists; their roles,
functions, and responsibilities; and current issues impacting the field. Provides a balance of breadth
and depth: Internationally renowned authors offer insight on the work of school psychologists
around the world, such as assessing children who display cognitive, emotional, social, or behavioral
difficulties; developing and implementing intervention programs; consulting with teachers, parents,
and other relevant professionals; and conducting research. Reviews key trends in the field: Trends
influencing school psychology′s international development are examined. The past, present, and
future of the International School Psychology Association (ISPA) are discussed, as are findings from
the International School Psychology Survey that examines the characteristics and responsibilities of
school psychologists. Intended Audience: The Handbook of International School Psychology is the
foremost international resource regarding school psychology. It is ideal for scholars, practitioners,
and graduate students interested in acquiring an international view of school psychology.
  school psychology textbooks: Practical Handbook of School Psychology Gretchen Gimpel
Peacock, Ruth A. Ervin, Edward J. Daly, Kenneth W. Merrell, 2009-09-02 This authoritative guide
addresses all aspects of school psychology practice in a response-to-intervention (RTI) framework.
Thirty-four focused chapters present effective methods for problem-solving-based assessment,
instruction, and intervention. Specific guidelines are provided for promoting success in core
academic domains--reading, writing, and math--and supporting students' positive behavior and
social-emotional functioning. The book also describes ways to team with teachers and parents to
develop collaborative solutions and overcome obstacles. Grounded in research, this is an
indispensable resource for daily practice and an invaluable text for school psychology training
programs.
  school psychology textbooks: Encyclopedia of School Psychology Steven W. Lee, 2005-04-27
The Encyclopedia of School Psychology is the first comprehensive guide to this field, featuring the
latest research on school learning, motivation, and educational assessment. Approximately 250
entries by 175 contributing authors from psychology, education and counseling, child development,
and special education address student success, behavior disorders, intelligence testing, learning
disabilities, strategies to improve academic skills, and more. Key Features Entries avoid jargon and
technical detail in order to be accessible to a broad audience including university professors of
school psychology, college students, elementary and high school teachers and administrators, school
psychologists, and parents Some entries will include embedded timelines to highlight the history and
development of the field, which will be further highlighted by biographies of key pioneering
researchers Entries on controversial topics (e.g., I/Q and intelligence testing) will include
Point/Counterpoint boxes highlighting differing sides to issues that aren′t necessarily clear cut
Appendices will guide readers to additional resources and will also include comparative statistical
tables presenting information about student achievement, learning disorders, intelligence scales,
and commonly administered standardized tests
  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology for the 21st Century Kenneth W. Merrell,
Ruth A. Ervin, Gretchen Gimpel Peacock, Tyler L. Renshaw, 2022-05-04 Now in a revised and
updated third edition reflecting a decade of changes in the field, this leading text prepares new
practitioners to support all students' academic, behavioral, and social–emotional success. The
multiple roles and functions of the school psychologist are described and illustrated with vivid
vignettes. Readers gain vital skills for planning and implementing evidence-based prevention and
intervention efforts and collaborating to facilitate systems change. Guided by a problem-solving
perspective, the book provides tools for effective, culturally responsive practice in today's diverse
schools. End-of-chapter discussion questions and activities enhance learning. New to This Edition
*Incorporates key advances in evidence-based assessment, intervention, and multi-tiered systems of
support. *Increased attention to supporting the growing numbers of culturally and linguistically
diverse students in schools. *Addresses changes in school psychology training programs and
professional standards. *New emphasis on implementation science.



  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology Thomas Fagan, Paula Sachs Wise, 2007
  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology for the 21st Century Kenneth W. Merrell,
Ruth A. Ervin, Gretchen Gimpel Peacock, 2006-01-18 This engaging, authoritative introductory text
comprehensively describes the role of the school psychologist in promoting positive educational and
mental health outcomes for all students in today's schools. The book emphasizes a data-driven,
problem-solving-based approach to prevention and intervention with diverse children, youth, and
their families. The reader is equipped with vital tools for becoming a competent, ethical practitioner;
effectively addressing students' emotional, behavioral, and academic needs; facilitating
systems-level change; and using research as the basis for informed decision making. Special features
include helpful vignettes, discussion questions, activities, and resources.
  school psychology textbooks: The Oxford Handbook of School Psychology Melissa A.
Bray, Thomas J. Kehle, 2011-02-18 The Oxford Handbook of School Psychology focuses on significant
issues, new developments, and scientific findings that influence current research and practice in the
ever-growing field of school psychology. Additional sections discuss building a cumulative
knowledge base to better facilitate students' academic, social, and personal competencies, including
the promotion of positive mental health and subjective well-being.
  school psychology textbooks: Handbook of Multicultural School Psychology Emilia C. Lopez,
Sara G. Nahari, Giselle B. Esquivel, Sherrie L. Proctor, 2012-02-27 This comprehensive handbook
offers a beautifully balanced view of the emerging field of multicultural school psychology. The
opening section provides an historical overview of how the field has developed, and succeeding
sections discuss multicultural issues related to consultation, instructional interventions, alternative
assessment, academic assessment, vocational assessment, culturally sensitive counseling models,
and working with families and special populations. Theory, research, and practice are integrated
throughout. Key features of this exciting new book include: Interdisciplinary Perspective - Many
chapters are written by authors from different disciplines, all of whom have multicultural expertise.
The last chapter provides summarizing commentaries written by leaders in different disciplines.
Scientist-Practitioner Focus - Evidence-based interventions for culturally and linguistically diverse
students are provided for major competency areas such as consultation, counseling, and special
programs (e.g., bilingual and multicultural education). Assessment Focus - Multicultural and
bilingual assessment issues are discussed in the chapters covering language, cognitive, personality,
behavioral, neuropsychological, vocational, acculturational, and academic assessment. Special
Populations Focus - The needs of special populations such as culturally different parents, gifted and
talented children, preschool children, migrant families, and children with low and high incidence
learning disabilities are discussed in section VI. This book is appropriate for graduate courses and
seminars dealing with multicultural school psychology. It is also a useful reference for researchers
and practicing school psychologists and the libraries serving them.
  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology Laura D. Radley, Anne S. Walters, 2022
  school psychology textbooks: Educational Psychology Anita Woolfolk Hoy, 1987 Renowned
for its clarity, readability, and organization, this market-leading Educational Psychology book
continues to offer the best blend of current theory, research, and practice in a completely up-to-date
new edition. This book provides an organizational framework that readers can immediately grasp to
help them understand complex and ever-evolving theories. The Eighth Edition reflects the field's
continuing interest in constructivism and authentic learning as well as other areas of growing
emphasis such as students with disabilities and inclusion. Other topics that have been added or
received significant updating include self-regulated learning, brain development, culturally relevant
pedagogy, and student autonomy. Includes free Interactive Companion CD-ROM, featuring video
clips of the author discussing important topics and instructive scenes from real classrooms; links to
useful websites that deepen awareness of issues pertinent to teaching; activities that provide
challenging problems and cases from which readers may gain further insight into the applications of
theories covered. For anyone interested in educational psychology.
  school psychology textbooks: Ethics and Law for School Psychologists Susan Jacob,



Timothy S. Hartshorne, 2003-01-03 By integrating the fields of psychology and special education . . .
[t]his book provides a valuable reference for graduate faculty members and students as well as
practitioners. -Linda K. Knauss, PhD, Assistant Professor and Director of Internship Training
Institute for Graduate Clinical Psychology, Widener University A must-read for any comprehensive
school psychology law and ethics course. I could not imagine teaching the course without the
support of this book. -Kara E. McGoey, PhD, Assistant Professor School Psychology Program, Kent
State University This completely updated edition of the leading ethics and law guide for students, as
well as practicing school psychologists, provides authoritative, timely information on professional
standards and legal requirements pertinent to the delivery of school psychological services. Ethics
and Law for School Psychologists, Fourth Edition covers a host of ethical and legal issues that are
unique to the field, including: * Students' and parents' rights to privacy and informed consent *
Confidentiality and the duty to protect * Psychoeducational assessment and intervention * Schooling
for students with special needs * School discipline and violence prevention * Provision of culturally
sensitive services to diverse clientele * Protection of the rights of sexual minority students *
Supervision of school psychologists in training Offering a wealth of new information, this book
includes recent changes in professional standards such as the 2002 revision of the American
Psychological Association's Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct and the 2000 revision of the
National Association of School Psychologists' Principles for Professional Ethics. The discussion of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) incorporates the 1999 regulations as well as
recent developments in case law. The ethical and legal mandate to respect cultural, linguistic, and
role differences is given greater emphasis throughout this edition.
  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology Frederic J. Medway, Thomas P. Cafferty,
Frederic Medway, 2013-12-16 This impressive volume reintroduces the importance of -- and the
contributions made by -- social psychology to school psychology. It provides an overview of the basic
areas of social psychology (history, attitudes, attribution, attraction, and research methods) as well
as the traditional school psychology functions (assessment, therapy, and consultation). To unite
these two crucial areas, the editors and their contributors provide detailed discussions of specific
educational and social issues such as substance abuse prevention and treatment, loneliness,
cooperative versus competitive environments, and integration of handicapped and culturally
different children. Based on classical, contemporary, and cutting-edge research and theory, this text
should become an essential reference tool for all school psychologists.
  school psychology textbooks: The Representation of School Psychology in Introductory
Psychology Textbooks Rachel L. Hill, 2006
  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology Sally L. Grapin, John H. Kranzler, 2018
This engaging new text introduces the field of school psychology, providing an accessible overview
of an essential and in-demand profession. It covers a comprehensive range of topics, including
historical, cultural, professional, legal, and ethical foundations as well as practices in assessment,
intervention, consultation, and program evaluation. Reflecting current standards and best practices,
the book includes learning tools for a variety of audiences and examines the profession of school
psychology through a social justice lens. Highlights include: Written in an accessible manner to
facilitate understanding by those with minimal to no background. Contributions from renowned
authors, which allow readers to learn directly from experts in the field Content aligned with the ten
domains of the NASP Practice Model Integration of key concepts in psychological research and
measurement that are essential for understanding school psychology practice. A social justice
orientation that portrays school psychologists as advocates for diverse children, families, and
communities Social Justice Connections boxes, which address a range of contemporary issues
related to equity and access in schools and psychological service delivery Comprehensive coverage
of historical, cultural, legal, and ethical foundations as well as the roles and functions of school
psychologists, including assessment, intervention, consultation, and systems-level reform Tools and
resources for professional development and career planning Learning objectives, case examples,
review and discussion questions, key terms with definitions, and chapter summaries that engage



readers and reinforce key ideas Online instructor resources such as PowerPoint presentations, a test
bank, sample syllabi, and graduate program worksheets, ideal for busy faculty. This text is ideal for a
range of audiences, including undergraduate and graduate students as well as pre-service and
working professionals who are considering re-specialization in school psychology. In particular, it is
ideal for use in both undergraduate and graduate courses in school psychology (e.g., psychology in
the schools, roles and functions of school psychologists) as well senior internship and service
learning courses in psychology and education.
  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology Cecil R. Reynolds, 1984-03-26 An
up-to-date, integrated text discussing the art and science of school psychology, geared to
undergraduates in psychology. Reflects the current status of the field and projects a future for its
further development. Addresses the development of the discipline and provides in-depth treatment
of core areas of day-to-day school psychological practice. Within the theoretical framework,
emphasis is on examining service delivery models as a vehicle for conceptualizing current practice
and plotting the future course of school psychology.
  school psychology textbooks: The Handbook of School Psychology Terry B. Gutkin, Cecil R.
Reynolds, 2012-04-13 The Fourth Edition of The Handbook of School Psychology continues the
tradition of providing a unique and comprehensive outlet for disseminating the collective wisdom
and insight of outstanding scholars working in the field of school psychology. This edition brings
together the field's latest developments in research and practice, highlighting domains in which
there has emerged both growing consensus and vibrant cross currents of thought and analysis.
Featuring chapters with new foci, authors, and content, this edition showcases the trajectory of the
field and is intended to lead students forward into an increasingly challenging and rewarding future.
  school psychology textbooks: Handbook of University and Professional Careers in
School Psychology Randy G Floyd, Tanya L. Eckert, 2020-12-30 The Handbook of University and
Professional Careers in School Psychology is a comprehensive resource for school psychologists in
doctoral training or currently appointed to positions in universities and other clinical professional
settings. Across 30 unique chapters, experts in the field offer diverse, experienced perspectives on
accessing resources, building skills, navigating difficult experiences, and flourishing in all major
facets of the profession. The book places special emphasis on development throughout the career
lifespan and the empowerment of women, people of color, and scholars from outside of the United
States.
  school psychology textbooks: The Cambridge Handbook of Applied School Psychology
Frank C. Worrell, Tammy L. Hughes, Dante D. Dixson, 2020-09-17 Practice books are often simple
'how to' lists or straightforward 'recipes' and the practitioner still does not know why the activity is
related to the outcome they seek. In essence, they lose how the specifics of the practice are related
to the theory of change or the theory of how the problem developed in the first place. This leads to
practitioners potentially removing crucial elements of best practice procedures when making
modifications to tackle new or different problems in an unfamiliar context. By understanding the
theoretical underpinnings, practitioners can better plan for adjustments because they know how the
outcomes they seek are informed by the theory. Engagingly written and perfect for day-to-day use,
this book translates state-of-the-art research and interdisciplinary theory into practical
recommendations for those working with children and adolescents.
  school psychology textbooks: School Psychology for the 21st Century, Second Edition
Kenneth W. Merrell, Ruth A. Ervin, Gretchen Gimpel Peacock, 2012-08-22 A leading introductory
text, this authoritative volume comprehensively describes the school psychologist's role in promoting
positive academic, behavioral, and emotional outcomes for all students. The book emphasizes a
problem-solving-based, data-driven approach to practice in today's diverse schools. It grounds the
reader in the concepts and tools needed to become a competent, ethical practitioner; implement and
evaluate multi-tiered interventions; and facilitate systems-level change. Useful pedagogical features
include illustrative vignettes and end-of-chapter discussion questions and activities. New to This
Edition*Incorporates up-to-date research findings and professional standards.*Expanded coverage of



response to intervention, cultural and linguistic diversity issues, and evidence-based practice in
mental health.*Chapter on legal issues includes expanded coverage of IDEIA and other recent
federal mandates.
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