
singapore old textbooks
singapore old textbooks hold significant value, both historically and educationally, as they offer
insights into the educational landscape of Singapore over the decades. These textbooks not only
reflect the curriculum changes but also illustrate the socio-cultural context of the time in which they
were published. In this article, we will explore the history of old textbooks in Singapore, their
importance in the educational system, how they differ from modern textbooks, and where they can
be found today. Furthermore, we will discuss the preservation of these educational artifacts and
their relevance to current and future generations.
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History of Singapore Old Textbooks
The history of singapore old textbooks dates back to the colonial period, where educational materials
were primarily imported and used in schools. The early textbooks were often influenced by British
educational standards and were designed to cater to a multicultural society. As Singapore
progressed towards independence in 1965, there was a significant shift in the educational policies
and the development of local textbooks.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the Ministry of Education began to create and publish textbooks that
reflected the national identity and values of Singapore. This era saw the introduction of subjects
such as civics and moral education, which were integral to fostering a sense of belonging among
students. The content in these textbooks was carefully curated to align with the government's vision
for a cohesive and multiracial society.

Over the years, the design and content of these textbooks evolved to include modern pedagogical
approaches, making them a fascinating subject of study for educators and historians alike. The
evolution of textbooks is closely tied to the broader changes in Singapore's educational policies and
societal needs.



The Importance of Old Textbooks in Education
Old textbooks serve an essential role in understanding the educational framework and societal
values of past generations. They are not just relics of the past; rather, they are vital resources for
research and educational analysis. These textbooks provide insights into the curriculum, teaching
methodologies, and the cultural context of the times they were written in.

Moreover, old textbooks can be invaluable for educators seeking to understand historical
perspectives on subjects such as history, literature, and science. They can also aid in the
development of teaching materials that incorporate historical educational practices.

Additionally, these textbooks can help current students appreciate the changes in educational
philosophies and the evolution of critical thinking in the classroom. Understanding where the
educational system has come from can provide students with a more rounded perspective on their
own learning experiences.

Differences Between Old and Modern Textbooks
There are several notable differences between old textbooks and their modern counterparts. These
differences manifest in content, design, pedagogical approach, and accessibility.

Content and Curriculum
Old textbooks often reflect the values and knowledge of their time, which can include outdated
theories or perspectives that have since evolved. In contrast, modern textbooks are continuously
updated to reflect current knowledge, pedagogical trends, and societal values. This shift ensures
that students receive a more contemporary education that is relevant to today's world.

Design and Layout
The design of old textbooks tends to be more simplistic, often lacking color illustrations and
interactive elements present in modern textbooks. Modern textbooks use a variety of multimedia
elements to enhance learning, including diagrams, infographics, and even digital resources that
support interactive learning experiences.

Pedagogical Approach
Old textbooks generally adhered to rote memorization and a more traditional approach to teaching.
In contrast, modern textbooks emphasize critical thinking, problem-solving, and student
engagement. The shift towards student-centered learning is a significant evolution in educational
practices.

Accessibility and Availability
Old textbooks may be challenging to access, as many are out of print or only available in limited
quantities. Modern textbooks benefit from digital formats that provide easier access for students and
educators, facilitating a broader reach in terms of educational resources.



Where to Find Singapore Old Textbooks
Finding singapore old textbooks can be a rewarding endeavor for collectors, educators, and
researchers. There are various avenues to explore when searching for these educational artifacts.

Libraries: Many public and university libraries in Singapore maintain archives of old
textbooks. These collections can be accessed for research and educational purposes.

Antique Shops: Some antique shops and second-hand bookstores may carry old textbooks,
often at reasonable prices. Exploring these shops can yield some hidden treasures.

Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay and local classified platforms can be excellent
resources for finding old textbooks. Collectors and sellers often list rare finds online.

Educational Institutions: Schools, especially those with long histories, may have archives of
old textbooks that they are willing to share with researchers or offer for sale.

Collectors’ Fairs: Attending book fairs or collectors’ events can provide opportunities to meet
sellers of old textbooks and discover unique editions.

Preservation and Relevance of Old Textbooks
The preservation of old textbooks is critical for historical research and educational purposes.
Various institutions and libraries actively engage in the preservation of these materials to ensure
they are available for future generations. This includes proper storage, climate control, and
digitization efforts to make the content accessible online.

Old textbooks remain relevant today as they provide context for the evolution of educational
practices and societal norms. They can serve as a bridge connecting current students with the
historical roots of their education. Educators often incorporate historical materials into their
curriculum to enrich students' understanding of the past and its influence on the present.

Furthermore, the study of old textbooks can inspire discussions about how education has changed in
response to societal needs and technological advancements. This ongoing dialogue fosters critical
thinking and encourages students to appreciate the complexities of their educational journey.

Conclusion
Singapore old textbooks are more than mere educational resources; they are repositories of history
and reflections of societal evolution. Understanding their significance provides valuable insights into
Singapore's educational landscape and cultural heritage. As we explore the history, importance,
differences, avenues for finding, and preservation of these textbooks, it becomes clear that they play
a crucial role in connecting past, present, and future generations of learners. Engaging with old
textbooks not only enriches our understanding of history but also enhances the educational
experience for students today.



Q: What are the key features of singapore old textbooks?
A: The key features of singapore old textbooks include simplicity in design, a focus on rote learning,
and content that reflects the historical context and values of the time they were published.

Q: How can old textbooks be used in modern education?
A: Old textbooks can be used in modern education as historical references, to compare educational
philosophies, and to foster discussions about the evolution of teaching and learning practices.

Q: Are there specific subjects that have more notable old
textbooks in Singapore?
A: Yes, subjects such as history, literature, and science often have notable old textbooks that provide
insights into the educational approaches and societal values of their time.

Q: What challenges exist in preserving old textbooks?
A: Challenges in preserving old textbooks include physical deterioration, limited funding for
preservation efforts, and the need for digitization to make them accessible.

Q: Are there any organizations focused on the preservation of
old textbooks in Singapore?
A: Yes, various libraries and educational institutions in Singapore are dedicated to the preservation
of old textbooks, often collaborating on digitization projects and archival efforts.

Q: Can singapore old textbooks be found online?
A: Yes, singapore old textbooks can often be found on online marketplaces, auction sites, and
through specialized book sellers who focus on vintage education materials.

Q: Why is it important to study old textbooks?
A: Studying old textbooks is important as they provide historical context, reflect the evolution of
educational practices, and help current learners appreciate the development of knowledge and
pedagogy.

Q: How do singapore old textbooks reflect societal values?
A: Singapore old textbooks reflect societal values by incorporating cultural narratives, moral lessons,
and educational goals that align with the social and political climate of their time.



Q: What is the future of old textbooks in education?
A: The future of old textbooks in education lies in their integration into modern curricula, providing
historical context and fostering critical thinking about educational evolution while embracing digital
resources.
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  singapore old textbooks: Decolonizing the History Curriculum in Malaysia and
Singapore Kevin Blackburn, ZongLun Wu, 2019-05-09 Decolonizing the History Curriculum in
Malaysia and Singapore is a unique study in the history of education because it examines
decolonization in terms of how it changed the subject of history in the school curriculum of two
colonized countries – Malaysia and Singapore. Blackburn and Wu’s book analyzes the transition of
the subject of history from colonial education to postcolonial education, from the history syllabus
upholding the colonial order to the period after independence when the history syllabus became a
tool for nation-building. Malaysia and Singapore are excellent case studies of this process because
they once shared a common imperial curriculum in the English language schools that was gradually
‘decolonized’ to form the basis of the early history syllabuses of the new nation-states (they were
briefly one nation-state in the early to mid-1960s). The colonial English language history syllabus
was ‘decolonized’ into a national curriculum that was translated for the Chinese, Malay, and Tamil
schools of Malaysia and Singapore. By analyzing the causes and consequences of the dramatic
changes made to the teaching of history in the schools of Malaya and Singapore as Britain ended her
empire in Southeast Asia, Blackburn and Wu offer fascinating insights into educational reform, the
effects of decolonization on curricula, and the history of Malaysian and Singaporean education.
  singapore old textbooks: Studying Singapore's Past Ping Tjin Thum, Karl Hack, Kevin
Blackburn, John Bastin, Anthony Milner, Kelvin W.K. Ng, A.J. Stockwell, Jason Lim, 2012-07-01 C.M.
(Mary) Turnbull's contributions to historical writing on Singapore extended from her 1962 thesis,
published in 1972 as The Straits Settlements, 1826-1867: Indian Presidency to Crown Colony, to her
magisterial history of Singapore, first published in 1977 and re-issued in 2009 in an updated edition
as A History of Singapore, 1819-2005. Her approach to history involved detailed work with
documents and published materials, with a particular focus on political and economic history. One
contributor to the present volume described the book as an exercise in endowing a modern
'nation-state' with a coherent past that should explain the present. As styles in history evolved,
younger scholars including some of her former students and colleagues began exploring new
approaches to historical research that drew on non-English-language souce material and asked fresh
questions of the sources. Mary enjoyed controversy and expected debate, and had a deep interest in
these accounts, which were in many ways a natural progression from her own publications even
when they raised questions about her interpretations and conclusions. Studying Singapore's Past
had its origins in a conference organised to discuss her work. The volume includes ten contributions,
some from long-established scholars of Singapore's history, others from a new generation of
researchers. Their work offers an evaluation of established understandings of Singapore's history,
and gives an indication of new directions that researchers are exploring. In publishing the book, the
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editor not only pays tribute to a distinguished historian but also seeks to make a contribution to the
historiography of Singapore and to ongoing debates about Singapore's past.
  singapore old textbooks: Mathematics Education in Singapore Tin Lam Toh, Berinderjeet
Kaur, Eng Guan Tay, 2019-02-07 This book provides a one-stop resource for mathematics educators,
policy makers and all who are interested in learning more about the why, what and how of
mathematics education in Singapore. The content is organized according to three significant and
closely interrelated components: the Singapore mathematics curriculum, mathematics teacher
education and professional development, and learners in Singapore mathematics classrooms.
Written by leading researchers with an intimate understanding of Singapore mathematics education,
this up-to-date book reports the latest trends in Singapore mathematics classrooms, including
mathematical modelling and problem solving in the real-world context.
  singapore old textbooks: Ethnicity and Fertility in Singapore Eddie C. Y. Kuo, Chiew
Seen-Kong, 1984 This is one of six titles resulting from the Ethnicity and Fertility in Southeast Asia
Project that commenced in 1980. Building upon the results of an earlier study, which established
that ethnicity was a significant factor underlying fertility differentials among the various ethnic
groups in Southeast Asia, the project aimed to explore in greater detail the extent to which ethnicity
and ethnic factors such as ethnic attitudes, ethnic identification and cultural practices influenced
reproductive behaviour. Instead of utilizing secondary sources, the project relied on primary data
collected through the survey technique. In all, twenty ethnic groups from the five ASEAN countries
were surveyed in this study which spanned a period of three years.
  singapore old textbooks: Mathematics Curriculum in Pacific Rim Countries - China, Japan,
Korea, and Singapore Zalman Usiskin, Edwin Willmore, 2008-09-01 This volume contains the
proceedings of the First International Curriculum Conference sponsored by the Center for the Study
of Mathematics Curriculum (CSMC). The CSMC is one of the National Science Foundation Centers
for Learning and Teaching (Award No. ESI-0333879). The countries—China, Japan, Korea, and
Singapore (in alphabetical order, which also happens to be the order of their populations)—have
each been in the news because of their performance on international testsand/or their economic
performance and potential. They also have centralized education ministries that create a single
mathematics curriculum framework followed in the entire country. In all these countries, curricula
are differentiated for students with different interests, usually around Grade 10 or 11. We think the
reader will agree that the papers are of very high quality, befitting the standing of the individuals
who were invited, but particularly notable for our international speakers because in three of these
countries, English is not the speaker’s first language. Following each paper, we have included a
short biography of the author(s), so that the reader can understand the perspective of the paper’s
author.
  singapore old textbooks: Waking the Asian Pacific Co-operative Potential Morris Altman,
Anthony Jensen, Akira Kurimoto, Robby Tulus, Yashavantha Dongre, Seungkwon Jang, 2020-06-21
Replete with case studies, Waking the Asian Pacific Cooperative Potential applies a novel theoretical
framework to aid in understanding meaningful change in cooperative firms, mutual firms,
collectives, and communes, focusing in particular on the underexamined Asia Pacific region. It
explores the common, albeit competing, objectives of transformational cooperatives that deliver a
range of social benefits and corporative coops where the cooperative exhibits the characteristics of a
competitive investor firm. The book provides examples of successful cooperatives in eleven countries
across the Asia Pacific and reviews the theoretical framework of cooperatives, including issues
pertaining to socio-economic, politico-legal, and domestic and international factors. Waking the
Asian Pacific Co-operative Potential provides early-career researchers and graduate students with a
systematic resource of cooperatives in the Asia Pacific, highlighting core lessons from case studies
regarding the ideal role of cooperatives in a modern economy and on the enabling factors of the role
of the state, the market potential for scale-up, the mitigation of poverty, and civil society. - Provides
numerous case studies drawn from successful co-operative organizations across the Asia Pacific
region - Advances a theoretical framework to help readers access and understand the reasons for



co-operative success in the Asia Pacific region - Develops tools for practitioners to establish effective
co-operatives and restructure them to optimal goals
  singapore old textbooks: Textbook Policies in Asia Andy Smart, Shanti Jagannathan,
2018-12-01 This comparative study provides an overview of the textbook production chain, starting
with its origins in the curriculum, and suggests ways in which policymakers can make improvements
at every point in the chain. With evidence from a range of countries, mainly in Asia, the study is
intended as a resource for policymakers and as a reference and benchmark for education systems.
Although the study focuses on textbooks, which are the priority for governments and teachers and
represent the greatest item of expenditure on teaching and learning materials, it also includes other
teaching and learning materials including digital resources.
  singapore old textbooks: Religious Diversity in Singapore Lai Ah Eng, 2008 Religious and
ethno-religious issues are inherent in many multiethnic and multi-religious societies. Singapore
society is no exception. It has long been multiethnic, multicultural and multi-religious, being at the
crossroads of many major and minor civilizations, cultures and traditions, and its religious diversity
continues to develop in the current contexts of growing religiosity, religious change and conflict
often in the name of religion. Despite this background, there is lack of in-depth knowledge, nuanced
understanding and regular dialogue about religions and the meanings of living in a multi-religious
world. This volume covering major themes of Singapore's religious landscape, religion in schools and
among the young, religion in the media, religious involvement in social services, and interfaith issues
and interaction fills important gaps in the knowledge and understanding of Singapore's religious
diversity and complexity. A collective effort of researchers and practitioners, it is a timely and useful
reference for scholars, decision-makers, leaders and practitioners as well as for concerned citizens
and followers.
  singapore old textbooks: A General History Of The Chinese In Singapore Chong Guan Kwa,
Bak Lim Kua, 2019-06-21 A General History of the Chinese in Singapore documents over 700 years
of Chinese history in Singapore, from Chinese presence in the region through the millennium-old
Hokkien trading world to the waves of mass migration that came after the establishment of a British
settlement, and through to the development and birth of the nation. Across 38 chapters and parts,
readers are taken through the complex historical mosaic of Overseas Chinese social, economic and
political activity in Singapore and the region, such as the development of maritime junk trade,
plantation industries, and coolie labour, the role of different bangs, clan associations and secret
societies as well as Chinese leaders, the diverging political allegiances including Sun Yat-sen's
revolutionary activities and the National Salvation Movement leading up to the Second World War,
the transplanting of traditional Chinese religions, the changing identity of the Overseas Chinese, and
the developments in language and education policies, publishing, arts, and more.With 'Pride in our
Past, Legacy for our Future' as its key objective, this volume aims to preserve the Singapore Chinese
story, history and heritage for future generations, as well as keep our cultures and traditions alive.
Therefore, the book aims to serve as a comprehensive guide for Singaporeans, new immigrants and
foreigners to have an epitome of the Singapore society. This publication is supported by the National
Heritage Board's Heritage Project Grant.Related Link(s)
  singapore old textbooks: The Japanese Occupation of Malaya and Singapore, 1941-45
Paul H. Kratoska, 2018-04-30 Japanese forces invaded Malaya on 8 December 1941 and British
forces surrendered in Singapore 70 days later. Japan would rule the territory for the next 3½ years.
Early efforts to maintain pre-war standards of comfort gave way to a grim struggle for survival as
the vibrant economy ground to a halt and residents struggled to deal with unemployment, shortages
of consumer goods, sharp price rises, a thriving black market and widespread corruption. People
were hungry, dressed in rags, and falling victim to treatable diseases for which medicines were
unavailable, and there was little reason to hope for better in the future. Using surviving
administrative papers, oral materials, intelligence reports and post-war accounts by Japanese
officers, this book presents a picture of life in occupied Malaya and Singapore. It shows the impact
of war and occupation on a non-belligerent population, and creates a new understanding of the



changes and the continuities that underlay the post-war economy and society. The book was first
published in 1998 and is now re-issued in new edition that incorporates information from newly
translated Japanese documents and other recent discoveries.
  singapore old textbooks: Chronicle of Singapore, 1959-2009 Peter H. L. Lim, 2009 This
lavishly illustrated volume captures the entire dramatic sweep of Singapore¿s modern history ¿ from
its declaration of independence in 1959 to today. Organised in chronological order, with each year¿s
coverage starting with a succinct summary of its key events, Chronicle of Singapore covers not only
the nation¿s defining political and economic events, but also the more human side of Singapore ¿
sports, fashion, music, the arts, architecture, and culture ¿ giving readers the broadest possible
coverage. Anyone who has visited or lived in this most unique of modern city nations will be
enthralled by this pictorial and narrative history.
  singapore old textbooks: English in Singapore Lisa Lim, Anne Pakir, Lionel Wee, 2010-06-01
English in Singapore provides an up-to-date, detailed and comprehensive investigation into the
various issues surrounding the sociolinguistics of English in Singapore. Rather than attempting to
cover the usual topics in an overview of a variety of English in a particular country, the essays in this
volume are important for identifying some of the most significant issues pertaining to the state and
status of English in Singapore in modern times, and for doing so in a treatment that involves a
critical evaluation of work in the field and new and thought-provoking angles for reviewing such
issues in the context of Singapore in the twenty-first century. The contributions address the
historical trajectory of English (past, present and possible future), its position in relation to language
policy and multiculturalism, the relationship between the standard and colloquial varieties, and how
English can and should be taught. This book is thus essential reading for scholars and students
concerned with how the dynamics of the English language are played out and managed in a modern
society such as Singapore. It will also interest readers who have a more general interest in Asian
studies, the sociology of language, and World Englishes.
  singapore old textbooks: The Singapore Story: Memoirs of Lee Kuan Yew Lee Kuan Yew,
2012-09-15 The Singapore Story is the first volume of the memoirs of Lee Kuan Yew, the man who
planted the island state of Singapore firmly on the map of the world. It was first published in 1999.
In intimate detail, Lee recounts the battles against colonialists, communists and communalists that
led to Singapore’s independence. With consummate political skill, he countered adversaries,
sometimes enlisting their help, at others opposing them, in the single-minded pursuit of Singapore’s
interests. We read how he led striking unionists against the colonial government, how over tea and
golf he fostered ties with key players in Britain and Malaya, of secret midnight meetings in badly lit
rooms, drinking warm Anchor beer with a communist underground leader, of his purposeful forging
of an alliance with communists to gain the support of the Chinese-educated masses. Readers will
find inspiration in his tenacity as he fought for the people’s hearts and minds against first the
communists and later the communalists – in parliament, on the streets and through the media.
Drawing on unpublished Cabinet papers, archives in Singapore, Britain, Australia, New Zealand and
the United States, as well as personal correspondence, he gives us a vivid picture of how others
viewed him: determined (“Lee will bluff, bully and blackmail up to the eleventh hour”), motivated
(“Choo knew I sweated blood to master Hokkien”), ambitious (“He would think himself as legitimate
as I was to be the leader of Malaya”), dangerous (“Crush Lee! Put him inside”). It is a sometimes
controversial yet strangely consistent portrait of this Asian statesman. These experiences and his
dealings with the political leaders were to shape his views and policies, which have had a major
impact on Singapore and the region.
  singapore old textbooks: Digital Libraries: Knowledge, Information, and Data in an
Open Access Society Atsuyuki Morishima, Andreas Rauber, Chern Li Liew, 2016-11-24 This book
constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 18th InternationalConference on Asia-Pacific Digital
Libraries, ICADL 2016, held in Tsukuba,Japan, in December 2016. The 18 full papers, 17
work-in-progress papers and 7 practitioner papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected
from 71 submissions. The papers cover topics such as community informatics, digital heritage



preservation, digital curation, models and guidelines, information
retrieval/integration/extraction/recommendation, privacy, education and digital literacy, open access
and data, and information access design.
  singapore old textbooks: Education-at-large: Student Life And Activities In Singapore
1945-1965 Huay Leng Lee, Cheow Thia Chan, Siao See Teng, 2013-06-28 The first part of the book
contains documentation of a groundbreaking exhibition held in 2007 on student activities and
societal engagements during post-war Singapore 1945-1965 and transcripts of forums held in
conjunction with it. The second half centres on oral history accounts of mostly former Chinese school
students who shared about their social, cultural and political activities in complex but exciting
times.Education-at-large broadens our understanding of Singapore's educational history in the
transitional period between the end of the Second World War and the country's independence;
examines the ways in which student activities and activism resonated with, and contributed to, the
country's wider social, political and cultural life, as well as the decolonisation process; and
stimulates debates about Chinese education and student activism in Singapore.
  singapore old textbooks: The Cultural Legacies of Chinese Schools in Singapore and
Malaysia Cheun Hoe Yow, Jingyi Qu, 2021-02-28 This edited volume examines the historical
development of Chinese-medium schools from the British colonial era to recent decades of divergent
development after the 1965 separation of Singapore and Malaysia. Educational institutions have
been a crucial state apparatus in shaping the cultural identity and ideology of ethnic Chinese in
Singapore and Malaysia. This volume applies various perspectives from education theory to heritage
studies in dealing with the cultural legacy and memory of such schools as situated in larger contexts
of society. The book offers comprehensive practice-based analysis and reflection about the complex
relationships between language acquisition, identity construction, and state formation from
socio-political-cultural perspectives. It covers a broad range of aspects from identities of culture,
gender, and religion, to the roles played by the state and the community in various aspects of
education such as textbooks, cultural activities, and adult education, as well as the representation of
culture in Chinese schools through cultural memory and literature. The readership includes
academics, students and members of the public interested in the history and society of the Chinese
diaspora, especially in South East Asia. This also appeals to scholars interested in a bilingual or
multilingual outlook in education as well as diasporic studies.
  singapore old textbooks: BiblioAsia , 2016-07
  singapore old textbooks: According to the Book Gilbert A. Valverde, Leonard J. Bianchi,
Richard G. Wolfe, W.H. Schmidt, Richard T. Houang, 2012-10-08 How are curriculum policies
translated into opportunities to learn in the classroom? According to the Book presents findings from
the largest cross-national study of textbooks carried out to date - the curriculum analysis of the 1995
Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). This study included a detailed,
page-by-page, inventory of the mathematics and science content, pedagogy, and other
characteristics collected from hundreds of textbooks in over forty countries. Drawing on these data,
the authors investigate the rhetorical and pedagogical features of textbooks to understand how they
promote and constrain educational opportunities. They investigate how textbooks are constructed
and how they structure diverse elements into prescriptions for teaching practice. The authors break
new ground in understanding textbooks in terms of different educational opportunities that they
make possible. The book examines policy implications from these new understandings. In particular,
conclusions are offered regarding the role of textbooks in curriculum-driven educational reform, in
light of their role as promoters of qualitatively distinct educational opportunities.
  singapore old textbooks: A Chinese from Singapore Samuel Wong, 2009-03-23 A young
Chinese came to the U.S. for theological training. His goal was to become a pastor/teacher in
Singapore. Upon graduation, he returned to Singapore with his Caucasian wife to fulfill his
obligations and to do post-graduate study, concurrently. Unwittingly, the young couple was
entangled in church and secular politics and they had to leave Singapore. They began a new life in
America. At several critical junctures of the protagonists career when he was in a relatively



comfortable environment, he moved out of the comfort zone to tackle a new challenge, in response
to a higher calling. The detours in his life journey, the prejudice and discrimination in the workplace,
the consistent acts of fairness of people of good will, the secrets of his success, and the mellowing of
his worldview and religious faith are the substance of this unusual book of inspiration. For a deeper
appreciation of one who has led a life full of challenges, a life characterized by many successes
against high odds and a life replete with recognitions and awards in secular and religious settings, I
invite you to read on.
  singapore old textbooks: Technology and Entrepôt Colonialism in Singapore, 1819-1940 Goh
Chor Boon, 2013 How did imported technology contribute to the development of the colony of
Singapore? Who were the main agents of change in this process? Was there extensive transfer and
diffusion of Western science and technology into the port-city? How did the people respond to
change? Examining areas such as shipping, port development, telegraphs and wireless, urban water
supply and sewage disposal, economic botany, electrification, food production and retailing, science
and technical education, and health, this book documents the role of technology and, to a smaller
extent, science, in the transformation of colonial Singapore before 1940. In doing so, this book hopes
to provide a new dimension to the historiography of Singapore from a science, technology and
society perspective.
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