soft copy textbooks

soft copy textbooks have revolutionized the way students and educators access educational
materials. With the advancement of technology, traditional paper textbooks are being replaced by
digital formats that offer numerous advantages, including portability, cost-effectiveness, and
interactive features. This article delves into the various aspects of soft copy textbooks, exploring
their definition, benefits, platforms for access, and tips for effective utilization. Additionally, we will
cover the challenges associated with these digital resources and offer insights into the future of
educational materials in a digital era.
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Understanding Soft Copy Textbooks

Soft copy textbooks refer to digital versions of traditional textbooks that can be accessed via
electronic devices such as computers, tablets, and e-readers. Unlike physical books, soft copy
textbooks are available in various formats, including PDF, ePub, and MOBI. They can be easily
downloaded or accessed through online platforms, making them a flexible and convenient option for
learners worldwide.

The rise of soft copy textbooks is attributed to the increasing prevalence of technology in education.
As schools and universities incorporate digital tools into their curricula, the demand for accessible
and interactive learning materials has grown. Soft copy textbooks not only align with this trend but
also enhance the learning experience through multimedia elements such as videos, quizzes, and
hyperlinks to additional resources.

Benefits of Soft Copy Textbooks

The shift to soft copy textbooks offers numerous benefits for both students and educators. Some of
the key advantages include:



¢ Portability: Soft copy textbooks can be stored on multiple devices, allowing students to carry
their entire library wherever they go without the burden of physical weight.

e Cost-Effectiveness: Digital textbooks are often more affordable than their printed
counterparts. Many platforms offer rental or subscription options that make accessing
educational materials more budget-friendly.

¢ Interactive Features: Soft copy textbooks can include interactive elements such as
embedded videos, quizzes, and hyperlinks to supplemental information, which can enhance the
learning experience.

e Environmentally Friendly: By reducing the need for paper, soft copy textbooks contribute to
environmental sustainability efforts.

e Searchability: Digital formats allow users to quickly search for specific terms or topics,
making it easier to locate relevant information.

In addition to these benefits, soft copy textbooks often receive updates more swiftly than traditional
textbooks, ensuring that students have access to the latest information and research. This
adaptability is particularly important in rapidly changing fields such as science and technology.

Popular Platforms for Soft Copy Textbooks

With the growing demand for digital educational resources, various platforms have emerged to
provide access to soft copy textbooks. Some of the most popular platforms include:

e Amazon Kindle: A leading platform for eBooks, Kindle offers a vast selection of textbooks
that can be purchased or rented.

¢ Chegg: Known for its textbook rentals, Chegg provides students with access to a wide range
of soft copy textbooks at competitive prices.

¢ Google Books: This platform allows users to preview and purchase eBooks, including many
educational titles.

e VitalSource: Specializing in digital textbooks, VitalSource offers a robust library of academic
materials and interactive features.

e RedShelf: This platform focuses on digital textbook rentals and purchases, providing students
with various options to access necessary materials.

Each of these platforms has unique features and pricing structures, enabling students to find options
that best suit their needs and budgets. The convenience of accessing textbooks on multiple devices



and the ability to highlight and annotate texts digitally further enhance the user experience.

How to Effectively Use Soft Copy Textbooks

While soft copy textbooks offer numerous advantages, it is essential to use them effectively to
maximize their benefits. Here are some tips for getting the most out of digital textbooks:

e Familiarize Yourself with Features: Spend time learning about the interactive features of
your soft copy textbook, such as note-taking, highlighting, and bookmarking.

¢ Create a Study Schedule: Set aside specific times for studying to maintain a consistent
routine, which can improve retention and understanding.

e Use Search Functions: Take advantage of the search capabilities to quickly find specific
topics or terms, saving time and increasing efficiency.

e Take Digital Notes: Use the note-taking features within the textbook to jot down important
concepts and ideas, which can aid in review and comprehension.

e Stay Organized: Organize your digital library by categorizing textbooks and materials for
easy access during study sessions.

By implementing these strategies, students can enhance their engagement with the material and
improve their overall learning experience. Additionally, collaborating with peers using digital
platforms can foster a sense of community and support among learners.

Challenges of Soft Copy Textbooks

Despite their many advantages, soft copy textbooks come with certain challenges that users should
be aware of. Some of these challenges include:

¢ Device Dependency: Accessing soft copy textbooks requires electronic devices, which may
not be available to all students.

e Screen Fatigue: Prolonged reading on screens can lead to eye strain and fatigue, potentially
hindering the learning process.

e Digital Rights Management: Some soft copy textbooks are subject to restrictions that limit
sharing and usage, which can be frustrating for users.

e Technical Issues: Users may encounter problems with software, compatibility, or access that



can disrupt their studies.

Addressing these challenges involves being proactive in managing device usage, taking breaks
during study sessions, and understanding the terms of use for digital materials. Awareness of
potential technical issues can also help in finding quick solutions when they arise.

The Future of Soft Copy Textbooks

The future of soft copy textbooks looks promising as technology continues to evolve. Innovations in
artificial intelligence, augmented reality, and personalized learning experiences are likely to
transform how educational materials are created and consumed. As educational institutions embrace
digital transformation, we can expect to see further integration of interactive features and real-time
updates in soft copy textbooks.

Moreover, the ongoing push towards sustainable practices in education may drive the adoption of
soft copy textbooks even further. As students and educators prioritize environmentally friendly
options, the demand for digital resources will likely increase, paving the way for new advancements
and opportunities in the field of education.

Q: What are soft copy textbooks?

A: Soft copy textbooks are digital versions of traditional textbooks that can be accessed on electronic
devices such as computers, tablets, and e-readers. They are available in various formats, including
PDF and ePub, and offer interactive features that enhance the learning experience.

Q: What are the advantages of using soft copy textbooks?

A: The advantages include portability, cost-effectiveness, interactive features, environmental
benefits, and the ability to quickly search for information. They also allow for easy updates and
access to the latest research.

Q: Where can I find soft copy textbooks?

A: Soft copy textbooks can be found on various platforms such as Amazon Kindle, Chegg, Google
Books, VitalSource, and RedShelf, each offering a wide selection of educational materials.

Q: How can I effectively use soft copy textbooks for studying?

A: To effectively use soft copy textbooks, familiarize yourself with their features, create a study
schedule, use search functions, take digital notes, and stay organized to enhance your learning
experience.



Q: What challenges do soft copy textbooks present?

A: Challenges include device dependency, screen fatigue, digital rights management issues, and
potential technical problems that may disrupt access to the materials.

Q: What does the future hold for soft copy textbooks?

A: The future of soft copy textbooks is likely to involve advancements in technology such as Al and
augmented reality, offering more personalized and interactive learning experiences, alongside a
continued emphasis on sustainability in education.

Q: Are soft copy textbooks more affordable than traditional
textbooks?

A: Yes, soft copy textbooks are generally more affordable than traditional printed textbooks, with
many platforms offering rental and subscription options that can significantly reduce costs for
students.

Q: Can soft copy textbooks be used offline?

A: Some soft copy textbooks can be downloaded for offline use, allowing students to access their
materials without needing an internet connection. However, this depends on the platform and the
specific textbook.

Q: Are there any interactive features in soft copy textbooks?

A: Yes, many soft copy textbooks include interactive features such as embedded quizzes, videos, and
hyperlinks to additional resources, which enhance the overall learning experience.

Q: How do soft copy textbooks contribute to environmental
sustainability?

A: Soft copy textbooks reduce the need for paper, thereby minimizing deforestation and waste
associated with traditional textbook production. This contributes to broader environmental
sustainability efforts in the education sector.
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soft copy textbooks: Global eBook 2016 Riidiger Wischenbart, 2016-05-25 The 2016 edition of
the Global eBook report, with more than 50 data driven original charts and tables, is the
international industry reference on the evolution of ebook markets focuses on relevant key angles
for an understanding of the current transformation of book publishing in a global perspective:
Market close ups (print and digital) for the US, UK, Europe (notably France, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands Spain, Sweden, and a detailed overview on Central and Eastern Europe), Plus analysis
of selected emerging markets, notably Brazil, China, India and Russia; Summaries of key debates
and driving forces (global players such as Amazon, statistical close ups on pricing, performance by
genre, piracy, patterns of consumer habits, DRM, self publishing, et al.) We provide an overview of
trends and developments, based on a unique set of data from a wide array of the best available
sources, backed up by a thorough analysis of overall book publishing in the diverse international
contexts. The 2016 edition of the Global eBook report particularly emphasizes how digital
developments are embedded in the overall evolution of publishing markets, by providing context
data as well as historical statistics to spot trends and developments over the past 3 to 7 years. Main
driving forces and policy as well as legal debates shaping the current transformation of the
international book business are identified and looked at in country and market comparisons.

soft copy textbooks: Vector Calculus: Formulations, Applications And Python Codes
Gui-rong Liu, 2025-08-05 This unique compendium deals with the differentiation and integration of
vector functions. It examines critical effects and extracts important features using powerful tools of
differentiation and integration. Techniques and codes for computing the divergence, curl, and
gradients of a given field function, which reveal the mathematical behavior of the vector field, are
discussed. Green's theorem, Stokes's theorem, and Gauss's formula, along with their novel
extensions, are presented in detail with applications such as the smoothed gradient method.Written
in Jupyter notebook format, the book offers a unified environment for theory description, code
execution, and real-time interaction, making it ideal for reading, practicing, and further exploration.

soft copy textbooks: Handbook of Research on Emerging Trends and Technologies in
Library and Information Science Kaushik, Anna, Kumar, Ashok, Biswas, Payel, 2019-11-22 With
the perpetual advancements of technology, library and information science professionals are tasked
with understanding these technologies and providing accurate and comprehensive information to
other potential users. These professionals must develop best practices for understanding these
technologies in order to best serve other users. The Handbook of Research on Emerging Trends and
Technologies in Library and Information Science is a critical research book that examines advancing
technologies and new innovations and their influences on library and information sciences for
improved best practices. Featuring an array of topics such as digital libraries, distance education,
and information literacy, this publication is essential for librarians, knowledge managers,
information retrieval specialists, library and information science professionals, information
scientists, researchers, web librarians, academicians, educators, IT specialists, and managers.

soft copy textbooks: Machine Learning Paradigms George A. Tsihrintzis, Maria Virvou,
Evangelos Sakkopoulos, Lakhmi C. Jain, 2019-07-06 This book is the inaugural volume in the new
Springer series on Learning and Analytics in Intelligent Systems. The series aims at providing, in
hard-copy and soft-copy form, books on all aspects of learning, analytics, advanced intelligent
systems and related technologies. These disciplines are strongly related and mutually
complementary; accordingly, the new series encourages an integrated approach to themes and
topics in these disciplines, which will result in significant cross-fertilization, research advances and
new knowledge creation. To maximize the dissemination of research findings, the series will publish
edited books, monographs, handbooks, textbooks and conference proceedings. This book is intended
for professors, researchers, scientists, engineers and students. An extensive list of references at the
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end of each chapter allows readers to probe further into those application areas that interest them
most.

soft copy textbooks: Al Approaches for Designing and Evaluating Interactive Intelligent
Systems Christophe Kolski, Marian Cristian Mihaescu, Traian Rebedea, 2024-04-09 Designing,
building, and evaluating Interactive and Intelligent Systems (IIS) has highly impacted the progress
of Artificial Intelligence (AI) techniques due to advancements in the fields of Deep Learning (DL) and
Natural Language Processing (NLP). This book presents in a structured way several practical use
cases of the interplay between IIS and DL/NLP, from cognitive assistants, adaptive navigation
systems, virtual reality, offensive comment and cyberbullying detection, 3D modelling, and driving
behaviour detection. The convergence of Al and Human-Computer Interaction (HCI) has been
proven to foster the IIS development that nowadays represents the most used context by actively
integrating Al techniques in merely any layer of modern applications. The main goal of this book is
to provide a practical reference with a rich set of approaches and applications consisting of selected
and revised papers from the International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction (RoCHI)
2022 thatwas held on 6-7 October 2022 at the University of Craiova, Romania. The book addresses
researchers and practitioners with experience in IIS and AI (mainly DL and NLP) who want to study
successfully developed workflows and applications that may be useful in their attempts to tackle
issues from their contexts. Although the book nicely integrates concepts from various areas, each
chapter may be considered a standalone topic with its research issue, proposed approach,
experimental results, and discussions.

soft copy textbooks: Data Science and Big Data Analytics Durgesh Mishra, Xin She Yang,
Aynur Unal, Dharm Singh Jat, 2025-09-26 This book features high-quality research papers presented
at the Fifth International Conference on Data Science and Big Data Analytics (IDBA 2025), organized
by Symbiosis University of Applied Sciences, Indore, India, in association with ACM and IEEE
Computer Society in hybrid mode during June 27-28, 2025. This book discusses topics such as data
science, artificial intelligence, machine learning, quantum computing, big data and cloud security,
computation security, big data security, information security, forecasting, data analytics,
mathematics for data science, graph theory and application in data science, data visualization,
computer vision, and analytics for social networks.

soft copy textbooks: Intelligent Techniques and Applications in Science and Technology
Subhojit Dawn, Valentina Emilia Balas, Anna Esposito, Sadhan Gope, 2020-03-02 This book provides
innovative ideas on achieving sustainable development and using green technologies to conserve our
ecosystem. Innovation is the successful exploitation of a new idea. Through innovation, we can
achieve MORE while using LESS. Innovations in science & technology will not only help mankind as
a whole, but also contribute to the economic growth of individual countries. It is essential that the
global problem of environmental degradation be addressed immediately, and thus, we need to
rethink the concept of sustainable development. Indeed, new environmentally friendly technologies
are fundamental to attaining sustainable development. The book shares a wealth of innovative green
technological ideas on how to preserve and improve the quality of the environment, and how to
establish a more resource-efficient and sustainable society. The book provides an interdisciplinary
approach to addressing various technical issues and capitalizing on advances in computing &
optimization for scientific & technological development, smart information, communication,
bio-monitoring, smart cities, food quality assessment, waste management, environmental aspects,
alternative energies, sustainable infrastructure development, etc. In short, it offers valuable
information and insights for budding engineers, researchers, upcoming young minds and industry
professionals, promoting awareness for recent advances in the various fields mentioned above.

soft copy textbooks: Privacy and Data Protection Challenges in the Distributed Era Eugenia
Politou, Efthimios Alepis, Maria Virvou, Constantinos Patsakis, 2021-10-22 This book examines the
conflicts arising from the implementation of privacy principles enshrined in the GDPR, and most
particularly of the " Right to be Forgotten", on a wide range of contemporary organizational
processes, business practices, and emerging computing platforms and decentralized technologies.



Among others, we study two ground-breaking innovations of our distributed era: the ubiquitous
mobile computing and the decentralized p2p networks such as the blockchain and the IPFS, and we
explore their risks to privacy in relation to the principles stipulated by the GDPR. In that context, we
identify major inconsistencies between these state-of-the-art technologies with the GDPR and we
propose efficient solutions to mitigate their conflicts while safeguarding the privacy and data
protection rights. Last but not least, we analyse the security and privacy challenges arising from the
COVID-19 pandemic during which digital technologies are extensively utilized to surveil people’s
lives.

soft copy textbooks: Advances in Haptics and Virtual Reality Jianbo Su, Xiuquan Qiao,
2024-05-18 This book collects selected papers from the 2023 International Conference on Haptics
and Virtual Reality (ICHVR 2023), held during December 15-17, 2023. ICHVR 2023 is organized by
Southeast University (SEU), Shanghai Jiao Tong University (S]JTU) and co-organized by the
International Association of Electrical, Electronic and Energy Engineering (IAEEEE). This book
gathers together latest findings and insightful ideas from innovative academics and experts in the
field of Haptics, Virtual Reality, Human-Computer Interaction, Computer Vision, Computer Arts,
Mobile Intelligent Device and Artificial Intelligent Algorithm. This book serves as a valuable
resource for staying up-to-date with the state of the art in Haptics and Virtual Reality and serves as
a catalyst for further advancements and innovation in these fields, which will provide unique
perspectives for readers consisting of professionals, scientists, practitioners, researchers, and
graduate students.

soft copy textbooks: Computational Bioengineering and Bioinformatics Nenad Filipovic,
2020-03-11 This book explores the latest and most relevant topics in the field of computational
bioengineering and bioinformatics, with a particular focus on patient-specific, disease-progression
modeling. It covers computational methods for cardiovascular disease prediction, with an emphasis
on biomechanics, biomedical decision support systems, data mining, personalized diagnostics,
bio-signal processing, protein structure prediction, biomedical image processing, analysis and
visualization, and high-performance computing. It also discusses state-of-the-art tools for disease
characterization, and recent advances in areas such as biomechanics, cardiovascular engineering,
patient-specific modeling, population-based modeling, multiscale modeling, image processing, data
mining, biomedical decision-support systems, signal processing, biomaterials and dental
biomechanics, tissue and cell engineering, computational chemistry and high-performance
computing. As such, it is a valuable resource for researchers, medical and bioengineering students,
and medical device and software experts

soft copy textbooks: The Soft Edge Paul Levinson, 1998 Explores theories on the evolution of
technology, the effects that human choice has on this revolution, and what's in store in the future.

soft copy textbooks: Complex Worlds Andrienne Lamberti, Anne Richards, 2017-03-02
'‘Complex Worlds: Digital Culture, Rhetoric, and Professional Communication' is a collection of
thought-provoking scholarly essays by teachers and industry practitioners in professional
communication and technology-oriented fields. Scrupulously edited for a range of readers, the
collection aims to help familiarize advanced students, teachers, and researchers in professional
communication, computers and writing, literacy, and sister disciplines with key issues in digital
theory and practice. An emphasis on the situations of and audiences for digital communication
identifies 'Complex Worlds' as a rhetorical approach. In an era when globalizing markets and digital
technologies are transforming culture around the world, readers should find the collection both
engaging and timely. The collections' twelve essays constitute a diverse and thematically coherent
set of inquiries. Included are explorations of topics such as cyber activism, digital 'dispositio’, citizen
and open-source journalism, broadband affordances, XML, digital resumes, avant garde performance
art, best pedagogical practices, and intercultural communication between East and West, North and
South. The text is especially well suited for advanced courses in professional and applied writing,
contemporary rhetorics, and digital culture. The complexity highlighted in the collection's title is
brought into relief by authors who address how the digital is daily unmaking our assumptions about




the boundaries between work and school, the global and the local, the private and the public.
'‘Complex Worlds' offers readers an opportunity to build on their rhetorical awareness by expanding
their understanding of the means, aims, and strategies of effective communication--today and in the
future.

soft copy textbooks: INTRODUCTION TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, THIRD
EDITION RAJARAMAN, V., 2018-01-01 This textbook is designed to teach a first course in
Information Technology (IT) to all undergraduate students. In view of the all-pervasive nature of IT
in today’s world a decision has been taken by many universities to introduce IT as a compulsory core
course to all Bachelor’s degree students regardless of their specialisation. This book is intended for
such a course. The approach taken in this book is to emphasize the fundamental “Science” of
Information Technology rather than a cook book of skills. Skills can be learnt easily by practice with
a computer and by using instructions given in simple web lessons that have been cited in the
References. The book defines Information Technology as the technology that is used to acquire,
store, organize, process and disseminate processed data, namely, information. The unique aspect of
the book is to examine processing all types of data: numbers, text, images, audio and video data. As
IT is a rapidly changing field, we have taken the approach to emphasize reasonably stable,
fundamental concepts on which the technology is built. A unique feature of the book is the
discussion of topics such as image, audio and video compression technologies from first principles.
We have also described the latest technologies such as ‘e-wallets’ and ‘cloud computing’. The book is
suitable for all Bachelor’s degree students in Science, Arts, Computer Applications, and Commerce.
It is also useful for general reading to learn about IT and its latest trends. Those who are curious to
know, the principles used to design jpg, mp3 and mpeg4 compression, the image formats—bmp, tiff,
gif, png, and jpg, search engines, payment systems such as BHIM and Paytm, and cloud computing,
to mention a few of the technologies discussed, will find this book useful. KEY FEATURES ¢ Provides
comprehensive coverage of all basic concepts of IT from first principles ¢ Explains acquisition,
compression, storage, organization, processing and dis-semination of multimedia data * Simple
explanation of mp3, jpg, and mpeg4 compression * Explains how computer networks and the
Internet work and their applications * Covers business data processing, World Wide Web,
e-commerce, and IT laws ¢ Discusses social impacts of IT and career opportunities in IT and IT
enabled services * Designed for self-study with every chapter starting with learning objectives and
concluding with a comprehensive summary and a large number of exercises.

soft copy textbooks: Human Resources Management: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools,
and Applications Management Association, Information Resources, 2012-05-31 Human resources
management is essential for any workplace environment and is deemed most effective when a
strategic focus is in place to ensure that people can facilitate that achievement of organizational
goals. But, effective human resource management also contains an element of risk management for
an organization which, as a minimum, ensures legislative compliance. Human Resources
Management: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications compiles the most sought after case
studies, architectures, frameworks, methodologies, and research related to human resources
management. Including over 100 chapters from professional, this three-volume collection presents
an in-depth analysis on the fundamental aspects, tools and technologies, methods and design,
applications, managerial impact, social/behavioral perspectives, critical issues, and emerging trends
in the field, touching on effective and ineffective management practices when it comes to human
resources. This multi-volume work is vital and highly accessible across the hybrid domain of
business and management, essential for any library collection.

soft copy textbooks: Cases on Transnational Learning and Technologically Enabled
Environments Mukerji, Siran, Tripathi, Purnendu, 2010-03-31 This book offers case studies on
divergent themes addressing the core perspecitve of technological adaptability and transnational
learning--Provided by publisher.

soft copy textbooks: Metasystems Learning Design of Open Textbooks: Emerging Research
and Opportunities Railean, Elena, 2018-07-06 Universal access to high-quality education plays an



important role in the building of peace, sustainable social and economic development, and
intercultural dialogue. Providing research on the quality and understanding of open education allows
for successful learning strategies and educational sustainability. Metasystems Learning Design of
Open Textbooks: Emerging Research and Opportunities is an essential reference source that
discusses the role of open education in improving the quality of education, as well as facilitating
policy dialogue, knowledge sharing, and capacity building. Featuring research on topics such as
design theory, competence development, and adaptive learning, this book is ideally designed for
educators, academicians, education administrators, curriculum developers, and researchers seeking
coverage on the functional models of open education and the diversity of open educational
resources.

soft copy textbooks: Access to Knowledge in Africa Chris Armstrong, 2010 This book is a
result of an international and interdisciplinary research project known as the African Copyright and
Access to Knowledge (ACA2K) project--Acknowledgments.

soft copy textbooks: Machine Intelligence, Tools, and Applications Satchidananda Dehuri,
Sung-Bae Cho, Venkat Prasad Padhy, Poonkuntrun Shanmugam, Ashish Ghosh, 2024-07-29 This
book presents the recent advances including tools and techniques in the constantly changing
landscape of machine learning (ML). This would enable the readers with a strong understanding of
critical issues in ML by providing both broad and detailed perspectives on cutting-edge theories,
algorithms, and tools. This will become a single source of reference on conceptual, methodological,
technical, and managerial issues, as well as provide insight into emerging trends and future
opportunities in the discipline of ML. This book contains altogether 36 chapters in the area of ML
and its applications.

soft copy textbooks: With God in South Sudan Oscar Momanyi, 2018-01-17 Oscar Momanyi
was sent to work as a high school teacher in war-torn South Sudan. This book is an account of his
experience and that of other men and women who lived and worked there. Though his experiences
were challenging and sometimes frightening, his story bears witness to the message of Christ in
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The author felt his assignment to South Sudan was a
baptism of fire. He knew he could not face the challenges ahead of him without God's help. He
trusted God would lead him every step of the way as he shared his life with the South Sudanese
people.

soft copy textbooks: Using Computers Effectively Debojit Acharjee, 2023-04-11 What we can
do today with computers was not possible a few decades ago. As the price versus computing power
of desktop computers became reasonable, using a desktop computer for everyday use has become
possible for everyone. There was a time when there wasn’t much internet speed and computing
power to do much like HD gaming and video streaming, which have become as easy as pie these
days. That’s why this book was written in such a way that it will give overall knowledge about
today’s computer technology and how it can be used for education . This book contains all the
fundamentals related to computer hardware and software that could be useful for almost anyone
who is interested in learning computers. However, the last chapter of this book is mainly for
students and teachers. The last chapter gives information about using various types of apps and
internet resources for doing homework and teaching.
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