juvenile justice textbooks

juvenile justice textbooks serve as essential resources for students, educators, and
professionals in the field of juvenile justice. These textbooks provide a comprehensive
overview of the legal and social frameworks surrounding juvenile offenders, integrating
theories, case studies, and critical analyses that are pivotal for understanding the
complexities of the juvenile justice system. This article delves into the significance of
juvenile justice textbooks, explores key themes and concepts they cover, reviews some of
the leading textbooks available, and discusses their role in shaping future professionals in
this vital field.
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Understanding Juvenile Justice Textbooks

Juvenile justice textbooks are academic resources that cover various aspects of the juvenile
justice system, including its history, processes, and key legal principles. These textbooks
are designed to educate students on the differences between juvenile and adult justice
systems, the developmental psychology of adolescents, and the societal factors that
contribute to juvenile delinquency. They often incorporate a multidisciplinary approach,
drawing from sociology, psychology, law, and criminology to provide a holistic
understanding of youth offending.

Typically, juvenile justice textbooks include sections on the legal rights of juveniles, the role
of law enforcement, adjudication processes, rehabilitation programs, and the impact of
socio-economic factors on juvenile behavior. Furthermore, they frequently present case
studies and real-world examples to illustrate theoretical concepts, making the material
relatable and applicable to practical scenarios.

Key Themes in Juvenile Justice Education



Legal Framework and Policies

One of the primary themes in juvenile justice textbooks is the legal framework governing
juvenile offenders. This includes an in-depth analysis of various laws and policies that have
been enacted over the years, such as the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act
(JJDP) and the implications of landmark court cases like In re Gault and Roper v. Simmons.
Understanding these legal precedents is crucial for anyone involved in the juvenile justice
system.

Developmental Psychology of Adolescents

The textbooks also emphasize the importance of developmental psychology in juvenile
justice. They explore how cognitive, emotional, and social development affects juvenile
behavior and decision-making. This knowledge is essential for professionals working with
youth, as it informs approaches to intervention and rehabilitation, ensuring that strategies
are age-appropriate and effective.

Prevention and Intervention Strategies

Another critical theme is the exploration of prevention and intervention strategies aimed at
reducing juvenile delinquency. Textbooks provide insights into various programs and
practices that have been successful in preventing youth crime, such as community-based
programs, family support initiatives, and school-based interventions. These sections often
highlight evidence-based practices and the importance of early intervention.

Community-based programs

School-based interventions

Family support initiatives

Restorative justice practices

Top Juvenile Justice Textbooks

There are numerous juvenile justice textbooks available that cater to different educational
levels and professional needs. Here are some of the most widely recognized and utilized
texts in the field.



1. Juvenile Justice: A Guide to Theory, Policy, and
Practice

This textbook provides a comprehensive overview of juvenile justice theories and policies. It
integrates case studies, statistical data, and discussions on contemporary issues facing the
juvenile justice system. It is widely used in undergraduate and graduate courses.

2. Delinquency in Society

Focusing on the sociological aspects of juvenile delinquency, this text examines the societal
influences on youth crime. It discusses demographic factors, peer influences, and the role
of media in shaping juvenile behavior, making it a valuable resource for sociology students
and practitioners.

3. The Juvenile Justice System: Delinquency,
Processing, and the Law

This textbook offers an in-depth look at the juvenile justice process, including law
enforcement, courts, and corrections. It is particularly useful for students interested in the
legal aspects of juvenile justice and those preparing for careers in law enforcement or legal
services.

4. Handbook of Juvenile Justice

A comprehensive reference, this handbook covers a wide array of topics related to juvenile
justice, including theory, practice, and policy. It is often used by researchers and
professionals seeking an authoritative source on current trends and issues in the field.

The Importance of Textbooks in Professional
Development

Juvenile justice textbooks play a significant role in the professional development of
individuals working in this field. They equip students with essential knowledge and skills
needed to navigate complex legal and social issues related to juvenile offenders. By
providing a solid foundation in both theory and practice, these textbooks prepare future
professionals to make informed decisions and contribute positively to the juvenile justice
system.

Furthermore, textbooks often include discussion questions, case studies, and practical



exercises that encourage critical thinking and application of knowledge. This interactive
approach helps students engage more deeply with the material and fosters a greater
understanding of the challenges faced by juveniles in the justice system.

Future Trends in Juvenile Justice Textbooks

As society evolves, so too does the field of juvenile justice, leading to emerging trends
reflected in new textbooks. Increasingly, there is a focus on integrating technology into the
juvenile justice system, including the use of data analytics to inform policy and practice.
Textbooks are beginning to address these advancements, providing students with insights
into how technology can be leveraged to improve outcomes for youth.

Moreover, there is a growing emphasis on social justice and equity within the juvenile
justice system. Future textbooks are likely to explore issues related to race, gender, and
socioeconomic status more thoroughly, examining how these factors impact youth
interactions with the justice system. This shift reflects a broader societal recognition of the
need for reforms aimed at creating a fairer and more equitable juvenile justice process.

In conclusion, juvenile justice textbooks are invaluable resources that not only educate but
also prepare individuals for meaningful careers in the juvenile justice field. As these texts
continue to evolve, they will undoubtedly reflect the changing landscape of juvenile justice
and the ongoing efforts to improve outcomes for all youth.

Q: What are juvenile justice textbooks primarily used
for?

A: Juvenile justice textbooks are primarily used as educational resources for students,
educators, and professionals in the juvenile justice field. They provide comprehensive
information on the legal, social, and psychological aspects of juvenile offenders and the
justice system.

Q: How do juvenile justice textbooks contribute to
professional development?

A: These textbooks contribute to professional development by equipping individuals with
essential knowledge and skills, fostering critical thinking through case studies and
discussion questions, and preparing them to make informed decisions in their careers.

Q: What are some key topics covered in juvenile justice
textbooks?

A: Key topics covered include the legal framework governing juvenile justice,
developmental psychology of adolescents, prevention and intervention strategies, and



contemporary issues facing the juvenile justice system.

Q: Are there specific textbooks recommended for
graduate studies in juvenile justice?

A: Yes, textbooks such as "Juvenile Justice: A Guide to Theory, Policy, and Practice" and
"The Juvenile Justice System: Delinquency, Processing, and the Law" are commonly
recommended for graduate studies.

Q: How do juvenile justice textbooks address current
trends in the field?

A: Many juvenile justice textbooks address current trends by incorporating discussions on
technology in the justice system, social justice issues, and evolving policies that affect
youth offenders.

Q: Can juvenile justice textbooks provide insights into
rehabilitation programs?

A: Yes, many juvenile justice textbooks include sections dedicated to rehabilitation
programs and effective intervention strategies aimed at reducing juvenile delinquency and
supporting youth reintegration into society.

Q: What role do case studies play in juvenile justice
textbooks?

A: Case studies in juvenile justice textbooks illustrate theoretical concepts, provide real-
world examples, and encourage students to apply their knowledge to practical scenarios,
enhancing their understanding of the complexities of the system.

Q: What are some challenges discussed in juvenile
justice textbooks?

A: Challenges discussed often include disparities in treatment based on race or
socioeconomic status, the effectiveness of current rehabilitative approaches, and the
impact of societal factors on juvenile crime rates.

Q: Are juvenile justice textbooks updated regularly to
reflect changes in the field?

A: Yes, reputable juvenile justice textbooks are updated regularly to incorporate the latest
research findings, legal changes, and emerging trends in the field, ensuring that the
information remains relevant and accurate.
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juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice Richard Lawrence, Craig Hemmens, 2008-03-13
Juvenile Justice combines a text with carefully selected accompanying readings. The readings will
have a policy orientation, giving them a real-world, applied character. The book contains extensive
coverage of the juvenile justice system, focusing on law enforcement, court, and correctional
responses to juvenile offending, with an overview of the causes of delinquency. This unique
approach of combining a text and a reader will provide students with an understanding of the
juvenile justice system and an introduction to some of the best original research articles by experts
in the field.

juvenile justice textbooks: Reforming Juvenile Justice Josine Junger-Tas, Frieder Diinkel,
2009-05-29 Reforming Juvenile Justice deals with fundamental, and at times, controversial issues in
juvenile justice that are universal and go beyond the individual juvenile justice systems of various
countries. For example: What age groups can be transferred to the adult criminal justice system and
for what crimes? What can be said about the mental and moral development of juveniles in that age
group? Do we know anything about the effects in terms of recidivism and reconviction by juveniles
who have been penalized in the adult system? These are the kind of questions that this book, written
by a group of experts on specific sub-topics in juvenile justice, tries to answer. The book concludes
with a number of recommendations for improvements in juvenile justice.

juvenile justice textbooks: International Handbook of Juvenile Justice Josine Junger-Tas, Scott
H. Decker, 2006-09-02 This comprehensive reference work presents inside information on the
Juvenile Justice-systems in 19 different countries, both in old and new EU-member states and in the
United States and Canada. The book is the result of research conducted by a group of outstanding
researchers, who are concerned about trends in Juvenile Justice in the last two decades, which blur
the border between criminal and juvenile justice.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice Steven M. Cox, Jennifer M. Allen, Robert D.
Hanser, 2017-08-17 The text is written from a practical standpoint, which students are likely to
understand and appreciate. —Lindsey Livingston Runell, J.D., Ph.D., Kutztown University Brief,
focused, and up-to-date, Juvenile Justice: A Guide to Theory, Policy, and Practice, Ninth Edition, is a
must-have text that takes students on a journey through the practical realities of the juvenile justice
system and the most current topics in the field. Students not only learn about the history, process,
and theories of the juvenile justice system, but they also gain access to the latest crime
measurements and explore important issues such as community-based sanctions, treatment and
rehabilitation, gangs, and international youth crime. Emphasizing evidence-based practices, the
authors guide readers through the methods and problems of the system and offer realistic insights
for students interested in a career in juvenile justice. Real-life examples, excellent pedagogical
features, and a complete online ancillary package are provided to help instructors effectively teach
the course and help students learn interactively. Give your students the SAGE edge! SAGE edge
offers a robust online environment featuring an impressive array of free tools and resources for
review, study, and further exploration, keeping both instructors and students on the cutting edge of
teaching and learning. Learn more at edge.sagepub.com/coxjj9e.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice Frank Schmalleger, Catherine D. Marcum,
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2023-06-23 Built on the philosophy of rehabilitation and treatment rather than retribution and
punishment, the key goal of the juvenile justice system is to deter delinquency before adolescents
enter the harsher adult system. Juvenile Justice: An Active-Learning Approach, Second Edition
provides an in-depth exploration of the United States juvenile justice system and the response from
police, courts, and correctional institutions to crimes committed by juveniles, as well as the
strategies used to deter these crimes. Using an active-learning approach, renowned authors Frank
Schmalleger and Catherine D. Marcum provide students with a foundational understanding of the
juvenile justice system, while also giving them the opportunity to put what they learn into action,
thus increasing their ability to comprehend and retain information and to carefully analyze the
juvenile justice system.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice Richard Lawrence, Mario Hesse, 2009-09-30 This
textbook presents an overview of the major subject areas in juvenile justice, with some of the latest
research available from books, journal articles, and government documents. It includes special
features that engage the reader in thinking critically about the subjects, with practical examples of
justice in action, laws, policies, and programs in juvenile justice.

juvenile justice textbooks: The Juvenile Justice System Alida V. Merlo, Peter J. Benekos,
2018-01-10 NOTE: This edition features the same content as the traditional text in a convenient,
three-hole-punched, loose-leaf version. Student Value Editions also offer a great value; this format
costs significantly less than a new textbook. Before purchasing, check with your instructor or review
your course syllabus to ensure that you select the correct ISBN. For courses in juvenile justice. An
iné-depth introduction to juvenile justice The Juvenile Justice System: Delinquency, Processing, and
the Law is a comprehensive study of the juvenile justice system that examines how youth offenders
are defined and classified. It takes a critical eye to the stages of juvenile processing, current and
historical responses to juvenile justice, and how research has influenced policy. Examples of
comparative juvenile justice raise the importance of providing opportunities for reform and
treatment. The 9th edition highlights evidence-based programs effective in preventing delinquency
and treating youthful offenders. It assesses the Sanctuary Model® and trauma-informed care as two
new approaches to working with youth. The Juvenile Justice System, 9th Edition, is also available via
Revel(tm), an interactive learning environment that enables students to read, practice, and study in
one continuous experience. Learn more.

juvenile justice textbooks: Rethinking Juvenile Justice Elizabeth S. Scott, Laurence Steinberg,
2008-09-30 What should we do with teens who commit crimes? Two leading scholars in law and
adolescent development argue that juvenile justice should be grounded in the best available
psychological science, which shows that adolescence is a distinctive state of cognitive and emotional
development.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice Donald ]J. Shoemaker, Timothy W. Wolfe,
2016-01-18 Authoritative, current, and easy to use, this book is an outstanding resource for readers
looking to gain an accurate and thorough understanding of American juvenile justice. Juvenile
delinquency has been of interest to the general public and academic scholars for many decades—and
it has been an ongoing societal problem for the same amount of time. Delinquency covers a range of
behaviors from minor offenses, such as trespassing or vandalism, to the more serious crimes often
associated with gangs that include murder. Juvenile Justice: A Reference Handbook puts juvenile
justice under the microscope, surveying its long history and key issues, exploring the myriad of
problems and controversies tied to the juvenile justice system, and explains how policymakers and
legal professionals have tried to solve these vexing issues. The book first presents historical and
contemporary discussions of juvenile justice, especially in the United States. The next chapters
address problems, controversies, and possible solutions for juvenile justice; present insightful,
diverse perspectives from leading experts; and profile important figures in the juvenile justice
system and the field of crime and delinquency. The book also contains data and primary documents
that show who gets processed through the juvenile justice system and for what kinds of criminal
acts.



juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice in the Making David Spinoza Tanenhaus, 2004 In
his engaging narrative history of the rise and workings of America's first juvenile court, David S.
Tanenhaus explores the fundamental and enduring question of how the law should treat the young.
Sifting through almost 3,000 previously unexamined Chicago case files from the early twentieth
century, Tanenhaus reveals how children's advocates slowly built up a separate system for juveniles,
all the while fighting political and legal battles to legitimate this controversial institution. Harkening
back to a more hopeful and nuanced age, Juvenile Justice in the Making provides a valuable
historical framework for thinking about youth policy.

juvenile justice textbooks: Handbook of Juvenile Justice Barbara Sims, Pamela Preston,
2006-05-05 Too often professionals in public policy or criminal justice must scramble to find
additional reading on juvenile law and justice or on juvenile delinquency topics because most
references and textbooks provide inadequate coverage of many issues of importance. The Handbook
of Juvenile Justice: Theory and Practice responds to this need by providing comprehensive coverage
of this important field of study. Resulting from lengthy analysis by the editors about what are
identified as the most pressing issues in the field, this volume contains contributions from
recognized experts, many of whom are published with the American Society of Criminology and the
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences. These authors deliver a balanced representation of
theoretical, research, policy, and legal materials associated with the juvenile justice system. The
book presents both historical and modern accounts of critical issues, and includes a policy approach
to issues of delinquency, status offense, treatment, punishment, special populations, and early
intervention programs. This text is ideal as a resource for professionals studying juvenile justice and
its impact on public policy.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice James Burfeind, Dawn Jeglum Bartusch, Dusten R.
Hollist, 2018-09-03 This book provides a comprehensive and thought-provoking introduction to the
juvenile justice system in the United States. It begins by tracing the historical origins of the legal
concept of juvenile delinquency and the institutional responses that developed, and analyzes the
problem of delinquency, including its patterns, correlates, and causes. With this essential
foundation, the greater part of the book examines the full range of efforts to respond to delinquency
through both informal and formal mechanisms of juvenile justice. Core coverage includes: The
history and transformation of juvenile justice, The nature and causes of delinquency, Policing
juveniles, Juvenile court processes, Juvenile probation and community-based corrections, Residential
placement and aftercare programs, Delinquency prevention, Linking systems of care. This book is
designed as a core text for courses on juvenile justice. Each chapter begins with a compelling case
study and learning objectives that draw attention to the topics discussed. Each chapter ends with
one or two readings that introduce readers to the literature on juvenile justice. In addition, critical
thinking questions invite analysis of the material covered in the chapter. A companion website offers
an array of resources for students and instructors. For students, this includes chapter overviews,
flashcards of key terms, and useful website links. The instructor site is password protected and
offers a complete set of PowerPoint slides and an extensive test bank for each chapter—all prepared
by the authors.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice John T. Whitehead, Steven P. Lab, 2015-02-20
Juvenile Justice: An Introduction, 8th edition, presents a comprehensive picture of juvenile
offending, delinquency theories, and how juvenile justice actors and agencies react to delinquency.
It covers the history and development of the juvenile justice system and the unique issues related to
juveniles, offering evidence-based suggestions for successful interventions and treatment and
examining the new balance model of juvenile court. This new edition not only includes the latest
available statistics on juvenile crime and victimization, drug use, court processing, and corrections,
but provides insightful analysis of recent developments, such as those related to the use of probation
supervision fees; responses to gangs and cyber bullying; implementing the deterrence model
(Project Hope); the possible impact of drug legalization; the school-to-prison pipeline; the extent of
victimization and mental illness in institutions; and implications of major court decisions regarding



juveniles, such as Life Without Parole (LWOP) for juveniles. Each chapter enhances student
understanding with Key Terms, a What You Need to Know section highlighting important points, and
Discussion Questions. Links at key points in the text show students where they can go to get the
latest information, and a comprehensive glossary aids comprehension.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice Steven M. Cox, John J. Conrad, 2007-08-29 Juvenile
Justice is an ideal brief core text for undergraduate courses such as Introduction to Juvenile Justice,
Juvenile Crime, Juvenile Violence, Juvenile Delinquency, and Youth Justice in departments of
criminal justice, criminology, and sociology.--BOOK JACKET.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice Karen M. Hess, Christine H. Orthmann, John P.
Wright, 2012-04-16 A highly accessible, student-friendly text, JUVENILE JUSTICE, Sixth Edition,
offers a practical and comprehensive look at the juvenile justice system. The text explores various
programs and processes that exist in today's field, including prevention efforts through school and
community-based programs. The Sixth edition features a prestigious new coauthor--John Paul Wright
from the University of Cincinnati--and provides a new emphasis on evidence-based practice and
other cutting-edge issues such as cyberbullying, school violence, female delinquency, and more.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.

juvenile justice textbooks: Delinquency and Juvenile Justice in American Society Randall
G. Shelden, Emily I. Troshynski, 2019-07-16 What is delinquency? What are the pathways to
offending? What prevention strategies exist? To understand delinquency, we need to overcome
stereotypical thinking and implicit biases. This engaging, affordable text explores the impact of
gendered, racial, and class attitudes on decisions to arrest, detain, adjudicate, and place youths in
the juvenile justice system. Shelden and Troshynski highlight the social, legal, and political
influences on how the public perceives juveniles. They look at the influences of family and schools on
delinquency, as well as the impact of gender, trauma, and mental health issues. Discussions of topics
such as the school-to-prison pipeline, disproportionate minority contact, and inequality provide a
nuanced perspective on delinquency—a critical examination of social policies intended to control
delinquency and the populations most likely to enter the juvenile justice system. The authors also
examine the dramatically declining juvenile crime rate and advances in neuroscience that have
fostered substantive reforms. These alternatives to confinement are replacing the institutions that
have repeatedly produced failure with rehabilitative programs that offer hope for a more promising
future.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice in America Clemens Bartollas, Matthew Makarios,
2023 Juvenile justice is part of a broader human rights movement that is concerned with far more
than society's response to juvenile lawbreaking. Indeed, as globalization, urbanization,
industrialization, and communications quickly spread across the globe, the world's attention
increasingly is directed to the plight of all children, regardless of circumstances. This concern is
extremely late in coming. Approximately twenty-five percent of the world's population today is age
15 or younger, and the magnitude of the problems these youths face is staggering. Poverty, racism,
sexism, ethnocentrism, and religious differences all influence how children are treated. The reality is
that in many societies, children are considered to be economic hindrances and expendable. Local,
municipal, state, provincial, territorial, and national governments often lump together the needy, the
dependent and neglected, the status offender, those who are mentally ill or violent, and the victims
of abuse. These children are discriminated against, victimized, persecuted, and sometimes executed
by citizens, police, and paramilitary forces. The problems youths face go to the core of cultural
thinking, far beyond the needs of societies simply to fine-tune agencies and the rules already in
place for the handling of youths in need. English-speaking countries such as the United States
provide many of the ideals that are behind current worldwide efforts to reform the world's approach
to juvenile justice. Unfortunately, even world leaders often fall far short of their own ideals. In this
regard, the United States is an excellent case study of what is and what could be in juvenile justice
in the world today.Evidence-based research provides reason to be positive about the future of



juvenile justice in the United States. All of the remaining chapters of this text discuss evidence-
based practices in juvenile justice. Gold standard programs that have recently been developed to
benefit youthful lawbreakers are Blueprints for Violence Prevention developed by Dr. Delbert Elliott,
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention's Model Programs guide, and the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's National Registry of Evidence-Based
Programs and Practices.3 In the midst of these hopeful program innovations in the juvenile justice
system, there remains wide criticism of juvenile justice in the United States. Some of the criticism
focuses on the juvenile court, as well as on the court's rehabilitative parens patriae (the state as
parent) philosophy. Indeed, one characteristic of juvenile justice today is the proposal, from both
liberals and conservatives, to reduce the scope of the juvenile court's responsibilities. Conservatives
want to refer more law-violating youths to adult court, while many liberals recommend divesting the
juvenile court of its jurisdiction over status offenders ( juveniles who have engaged in behaviors for
which adults would not be arrested). Some also believe that the adult court could do a much better
job than the juvenile court with youthful offenders--

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice , 2008 Juvenile Justice is an ideal brief core text for
undergraduate courses such as Introduction to Juvenile Justice, Juvenile Crime, Juvenile Violence,
Juvenile Delinquency, and Youth Justice in departments of criminal justice, criminology, and
sociology.--BOOK JACKET.

juvenile justice textbooks: Juvenile Justice and Juvenile Delinquency James Windell, Nicole
Bain, 2015-10-28 Designed as a supplemental text for juvenile delinquency and juvenile justice
courses, this workbook fills a void in current textbooks. It provides a hands-on experience that helps
students understand the kinds of court hearings that take place in juvenile and family courts. It
presents information about actual cases and prompts students to make decisions and design court
orders for typical juvenile court cases. It also provides a unique opportunity for students to
experience what it is like to face decisions in the juvenile court system.

juvenile justice textbooks: The Juvenile Justice System Dean J. Champion, 2003 The
Juvenile Justice System, Fourth Edition offers an up-to-date presentation of the juvenile justice
system in the United States. This book also features: Up-to-date and interesting box materials
supplementing text, featuring key topics and contemporary themes of different aspects of juvenile
justice, including school violence, drugs, and psychologically disturbed youths Interesting
personality highlights of practitioners in the field who comment on their experiences with the
juvenile justice system Complete discussion of the juvenile justice system from arrest through
intake, prosecution, adjudication, and dispositions Complete discussion of the legal rights of
juveniles including all landmark cases Elaborate description of how juvenile offenders are classified
and processed, including the status offender/delinquent distinction and the deinstitutionalization
movement Comprehensive discussion of juvenile corrections including community correctional
strategies and programs Extensive discussion of police-juvenile relations and law enforcement
options relating to juvenile offenders Coverage of classification systems for- juvenile offenders and
the decision making process relating to their placement in community or secure care Discussion of
the jail removal initiative and events related to housing juveniles in adult jails and prisons Elaborate
discussion of the death penalty as applied to juveniles who commit capital murder Most extensive,
accurate, and up-to-date description of types of waivers, transfers, and certification proceedings
against juveniles and how these proceduresinterface with the criminal justice system Extensive
explanation and description of contemporary blended sentencing statutes and recent changes
concerning how violent juvenile offenders are processed
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