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new york times american history textbooks have become a significant resource for educators and

students alike, providing a comprehensive exploration of American history through the lens of one of

the nation's most respected publications. These textbooks not only offer detailed narratives about

pivotal events and figures in U.S. history but also emphasize critical thinking and analysis, making

them invaluable for both classroom instruction and personal study. This article delves into the features

of New York Times American history textbooks, their impact on education, and how they compare with

traditional history textbooks. Additionally, we will explore the need for diverse perspectives in historical

narratives and the role these textbooks play in shaping students’ understanding of their nation’s past.
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Key Features of New York Times American History Textbooks

New York Times American history textbooks are designed with several distinctive features that set

them apart from conventional textbooks. These features not only enhance the learning experience but

also align with modern educational goals aimed at fostering critical thinking and engagement among

students.

Integration of Primary Sources

One of the most prominent features of these textbooks is the integration of primary sources. By

including letters, photographs, newspaper articles, and official documents, the New York Times

textbooks allow students to engage directly with historical materials. This approach encourages deeper

analysis and helps students to understand the context behind significant events.

Multimedia Resources

Incorporating multimedia elements such as videos, podcasts, and interactive timelines, New York

Times American history textbooks provide a dynamic learning experience. These resources cater to

various learning styles and preferences, making history more accessible and engaging for students.

The use of technology in education is crucial for enhancing comprehension and retention of

information.

Current Events and Historical Context

The textbooks often draw connections between historical events and contemporary issues. This

relevance to current events not only piques student interest but also fosters a sense of civic



responsibility. By understanding the past, students can better navigate the complexities of the present

and future.

Impact on Education and Learning

The impact of New York Times American history textbooks on education is profound. They not only

reshape how history is taught but also influence students' attitudes towards learning. The emphasis on

critical thinking, analysis of primary sources, and connection to current events contributes to a more

engaging educational environment.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

These textbooks challenge students to think critically about historical narratives. Instead of merely

memorizing dates and events, students are encouraged to analyze motives, consequences, and

differing perspectives. This approach fosters a more profound understanding of history as a complex

interplay of factors rather than a simple series of events.

Engagement through Relevant Content

By relating historical content to contemporary social issues, New York Times textbooks maintain

student engagement. This relevance is essential in a time when students are bombarded with

information from various sources. The textbooks not only provide historical insight but also encourage

informed discussions about current societal challenges.



Comparison with Traditional History Textbooks

When comparing New York Times American history textbooks with traditional textbooks, several key

differences emerge. Traditional textbooks often focus on a straightforward narrative, presenting history

as a linear progression of events, which may leave out critical viewpoints and diverse experiences.

Depth and Diversity of Perspectives

Traditional history textbooks may present a limited perspective, often focusing on prominent figures

and events while neglecting marginalized voices. In contrast, New York Times textbooks strive to

include a wider array of perspectives, highlighting the experiences of various groups throughout

history. This inclusivity enriches the narrative and provides students with a more comprehensive

understanding of the nation's past.

Pedagogical Approaches

New York Times American history textbooks employ a more inquiry-based approach to learning. This

contrasts with the rote memorization often found in traditional textbooks. By encouraging students to

ask questions and explore different viewpoints, these textbooks not only improve critical thinking skills

but also promote a more engaging classroom environment.

Diverse Perspectives in Historical Narratives

The inclusion of diverse perspectives is vital in any historical narrative. New York Times American

history textbooks acknowledge this by presenting a multifaceted view of history that encompasses the



experiences of various ethnic, social, and cultural groups.

Highlighting Underrepresented Voices

By focusing on underrepresented voices, these textbooks challenge the traditional narratives that often

dominate history education. They provide students with a broader understanding of events and

encourage empathy and awareness of the complexities of social dynamics throughout history.

Promoting Inclusivity in Education

Inclusivity in education is essential for fostering a well-rounded understanding of history. New York

Times textbooks contribute to this goal by ensuring that all students see their histories reflected in the

material they study, which can be empowering and validating for learners from diverse backgrounds.

Conclusion

New York Times American history textbooks represent a significant advancement in the way history is

taught and understood in educational settings. Their emphasis on critical thinking, diverse

perspectives, and relevance to contemporary issues sets them apart from traditional history textbooks.

By integrating primary sources and multimedia resources, they not only engage students but also

equip them with the skills necessary to analyze and understand the complexities of history. As

education continues to evolve, these textbooks will play a pivotal role in shaping informed and

engaged citizens who appreciate the nuances of their nation’s past.



Q: What are New York Times American history textbooks known for?

A: New York Times American history textbooks are known for their integration of primary sources,

multimedia resources, and a focus on critical thinking and contemporary relevance in historical

narratives.

Q: How do these textbooks impact students' learning?

A: They encourage critical thinking, promote engagement through relevant content, and provide

diverse perspectives, all of which enhance the educational experience and deepen students'

understanding of history.

Q: In what ways do New York Times textbooks differ from traditional

history textbooks?

A: They differ in their approach to narrative depth, diversity of perspectives, and pedagogical methods,

emphasizing inquiry-based learning rather than rote memorization.

Q: Why is it important to include diverse perspectives in history

education?

A: Including diverse perspectives is crucial for providing a comprehensive understanding of history,

fostering empathy, and ensuring that all students see their histories reflected in the material they study.

Q: What role do primary sources play in New York Times history

textbooks?

A: Primary sources allow students to engage directly with historical materials, promoting deeper



analysis and a better understanding of the context surrounding significant events.

Q: How does the New York Times address current events in its history

textbooks?

A: The New York Times connects historical events to contemporary issues, helping students

understand the relevance of history in navigating current societal challenges.

Q: What types of multimedia resources are included in these

textbooks?

A: Multimedia resources can include videos, podcasts, interactive timelines, and online articles that

cater to various learning styles and enhance engagement.

Q: How do New York Times American history textbooks promote

critical thinking?

A: They encourage students to analyze motives, consequences, and different perspectives on

historical events, fostering a deeper understanding of the complexities of history.

Q: What is the significance of highlighting underrepresented voices in

history?

A: Highlighting underrepresented voices challenges traditional narratives and enriches the historical

narrative, providing a more comprehensive understanding of events and fostering inclusivity.



Q: Can New York Times American history textbooks enhance civic

understanding?

A: Yes, by relating historical content to current events, these textbooks promote civic responsibility and

help students become informed, engaged citizens.
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  new york times american history textbooks: New York Times: Disunion The New York
Times, 2013-06-11 A major new collection of modern commentary? from scholars, historians, and
Civil War buffs?on the significant events of the Civil War, culled from The New York Times' popular
Disunion on-line journal Since its debut on November 6, 2010, Disunion, The New York Times'
acclaimed journal about the Civil War, has published hundreds of original articles and won multiple
awards, including Best History Website from the New Media Institute and the History News
Network. Following the chronology of the secession crisis and the Civil War, the contributors to
Disunion, who include modern scholars, journalists, historians, and Civil War buffs, offer ongoing
daily commentary and assessment of the Civil War as it unfolded. Now, for the first time, this
fascinating and historically significant commentary has been gathered together and organized in one
volume. In The New York Times: Disunion, historian Ted Widmer, has selected more than 100
articles that cover events beginning with Lincoln's presidential victory through the Emancipation
Proclamation. Topics include everything from Walt Whitman's wartime diary to the bloody guerrilla
campaigns in Missouri and Kansas. Esteemed contributors include William Freehling, Adam
Goodheart, and Edward Ayers, among others. The book also compiles new essays that have not been
published on the Disunion site by contributors and well-known historians such as David Blight, Gary
Gallagher, and Drew Gilpin Faust. Topics include the perspective of African-American slaves and
freed men on the war, the secession crisis in the Upper South, the war in the West (that is, past the
Appalachians), the war in Texas, the international context, and Civil War?era cartography. Portraits,
contemporary etchings, and detailed maps round out the book. This edition includes 15 additional
articles, more than 70 new photos, and downloadable audio recordings.
  new york times american history textbooks: Schoolbook Nation Joseph Moreau,
2010-02-22 A superior book. . . . Many readers will be surprised to see that today's arguments about
history education follow the culture wars that go back to almost the beginning of the republic.
Moreau's writing is engaging, with brilliant flashes of insight, as well as balance and wit. -Gary B.
Nash, Director of the National Center for History in the Schools Taking Frances FitzGerald's
textbook study America Revised as a point of departure, Joseph Moreau in Schoolbook Nation
challenges FitzGerald's premise that the 1960s were the beginning of the end of the glory days of
American history education. Moreau recounts how in the late twentieth century, cultural
commentators such as historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr. and politician Newt Gingrich preached that a
new identity crisis had shaken American history in the sixties, and that the grand unified view of our
past had given way to various interest groups, who dismantled the old national narrative while
demanding a more inclusive curriculum for their children. Moreau discovered, however, that
American history, while grand, has never been unified. Delving into more than 100 history books
from the last 150 years, the author reveals that the efforts of pressure groups to influence the
history curriculum are nearly as old as the mustiest textbook. For those who would influence
textbooks and teaching-Protestant elites in the 1870s, Irish-Americans in the 1920s, and
conservative politicians today-the sky has always been falling, according to Moreau. Schoolbook
Nation offers a history lesson of its own: when the story of the past is written or rewritten, truth is
often a victim. With its comprehensive treatment of the subjects of honesty and politics in the
teaching of history, this is an essential book on the side of truth in a complex debate.
  new york times american history textbooks: A History of the Book in America, 5-volume
Omnibus E-book David D. Hall, 2015-10-08 The five volumes in A History of the Book in America
offer a sweeping chronicle of our country's print production and culture from colonial times to the
end of the twentieth century. This interdisciplinary, collaborative work of scholarship examines the
book trades as they have developed and spread throughout the United States; provides a history of
U.S. literary cultures; investigates the practice of reading and, more broadly, the uses of literacy;
and links literary culture with larger themes in American history. Now available for the first time,
this complete Omnibus ebook contains all 5 volumes of this landmark work. Volume 1 The Colonial
Book in the Atlantic World Edited by Hugh Amory and David D. Hall 664 pp., 51 illus. Volume 2 An
Extensive Republic: Print, Culture, and Society in the New Nation, 1790-1840 Edited by Robert A.



Gross and Mary Kelley 712 pp., 66 illus. Volume 3 The Industrial Book, 1840-1880 Edited by Scott E.
Casper, Jeffrey D. Groves, Stephen W. Nissenbaum, and Michael Winship 560 pp., 43 illus. Volume 4
Print in Motion: The Expansion of Publishing and Reading in the United States, 1880-1940 Edited by
Carl F. Kaestle and Janice A. Radway 688 pp., 74 illus. Volume 5 The Enduring Book: Print Culture in
Postwar America Edited by David Paul Nord, Joan Shelley Rubin, and Michael Schudson 632 pp., 95
illus.
  new york times american history textbooks: The Rise and Fall of Civic Education Michael
Learn, 2024-09-16 Social studies is a field in crisis. The crisis stems from failure to establish the very
foundation of social studies’ purpose in public education: civic education. Social studies advocates
have never put forth a coherent method for teaching civic education because policymakers and the
public have been unable to agree upon a general definition of civic education. This issue has
disrupted the field since the early days. As educators sought to include civic education within public
schools as a dedicated field, social studies evolved into a blending of history, social sciences, and
civic education. Social studies’ evolution never resolved the differences between the three, with
each discipline striving to control the narrative. Instead of creating a unified field, the disciplines
devalued social studies and thus any discipline associated with it. The Rise and Fall of Civic
Education: The Battle for Social Studies in a Shifting Historical Landscape investigates the changing
definitions and purposes ascribed to social studies in the United States through time. This result is
viewed through the rising tensions from culture wars as America’s divisive politics fight to control
the narrative of the disciplines within social studies.
  new york times american history textbooks: Remembering America Lawrence R. Samuel,
2015-11 American history is ubiquitous, underscoring everything from food to travel to architecture
and design. It is also emotionally charged, frequently crossing paths with political and legal issues.
In Remembering America, Lawrence R. Samuel examines the place that American history has
occupied within education and popular culture and how it has continually shaped and reflected our
cultural values and national identity. The story of American history, Samuel explains, is not a
straight line but rather one filled with twists and turns and ups and downs, its narrative path as
winding as that of the United States as a whole. Organized around six distinct eras of American
history ranging from the 1920s to the present, Samuel shows that our understanding of American
history has often generated struggle and contention as ideologically opposed groups battled over
ownership of the past. As women and minorities gained greater power and a louder voice in the
national conversation, our perspectives on American history became significantly more
multicultural, bringing race, gender, and class issues to the forefront. These new interpretations of
our history helped to reshape our identity on both a national and an individual level. Samuel argues
that the fight for ownership of our past, combined with how those owners have imparted history to
our youth, crucially affects who we are. Our interpretation and expression of our country’s past
reflects how that self-identity has changed over the last one hundred years and created a strong
sense of our collective history—one of the few things Americans all have in common.
  new york times american history textbooks: Hijacking History Kathleen Wellman,
2021-08-18 The teaching of history has long been the subject of partisan warfare. Religion often
plays a prominent role in these debates, as secular progressives and conservative Christians
disagree over which historical figures are worthy of study, how (or whether) certain events should
be portrayed, and ultimately how tax dollars should be spent. But what about students who are
educated outside the public schools, either in religious schools or at home? How are they learning
history, and what effect does that have on our democracy? Hijacking History analyzes the high
school world history textbooks produced by the three most influential publishers of Christian
educational materials. In these books, the historian, informed by his faith, tells the allegedly
unbiased story of God's actions as interpreted through the Bible. History becomes a weapon to judge
and condemn civilizations that do not accept the true God or adopt “biblical” positions. In their
treatment of the modern world, these texts identify ungodly ideas to be vanquished-evolution,
humanism, biblical modernism, socialism, and climate science among them. The judgments found in



these textbooks, Kathleen Wellman shows, are rooted in the history of American evangelicals and
fundamentalists and the battles they fought against the tide of secularism. In assuming that God
sanctions fundamentalist positions on social, political, and economic issues, students are led to
believe that that the ultimate mission of America is to succeed as a nation that advances evangelical
Christianity and capitalism throughout the world. The Christianity presented in these textbooks is
proselytizing, intolerant of other religions and non-evangelical Christians, and unquestionably
anchored to the political right. As Hijacking History argues, the ideas these textbooks promote have
significant implications for contemporary debates about religion, politics, and education, and pose a
direct challenge to the values of a pluralistic democracy.
  new york times american history textbooks: Civil Rights, Culture Wars Charles W. Eagles,
2017-02-02 Just as Mississippi whites in the 1950s and 1960s had fought to maintain school
segregation, they battled in the 1970s to control the school curriculum. Educators faced a crucial
choice between continuing to teach a white supremacist view of history or offering students a more
enlightened multiracial view of their state’s past. In 1974, when Random House’s Pantheon Books
published Mississippi: Conflict and Change (written and edited by James W. Loewen and Charles
Sallis), the defenders of the traditional interpretation struck back at the innovative textbook.
Intolerant of its inclusion of African Americans, Native Americans, women, workers, and subjects
like poverty, white terrorism, and corruption, the state textbook commission rejected the book, and
its action prompted Loewen and Sallis to join others in a federal lawsuit (Loewen v. Turnipseed)
challenging the book ban. Charles W. Eagles explores the story of the controversial ninth-grade
history textbook and the court case that allowed its adoption with state funds. Mississippi: Conflict
and Change and the struggle for its acceptance deepen our understanding both of civil rights
activism in the movement’s last days and of an early controversy in the culture wars that persist
today.
  new york times american history textbooks: History Can Bite Denise Bentrovato, Karina V.
Korostelina, Martina Schulze, 2016-10-10 The volume provides critical insights into approaches
adopted by curricula, textbooks and teachers around the world when teaching about the past in the
wake of civil war and mass violence, discerning some of the key challenges and opportunities
involved in such endeavors. The contributors discuss ways in which history teaching has acted as a
political tool that has, at times, been guilty of exacerbating inter-group conflicts. It also highlights
history teaching as an important component of reconciliation attempts, showcasing examples of
curricular reform and textbook revision after conflict, and discussing how the contestations and
difficulties surrounding such processes were addressed in different post-conflict societies.
  new york times american history textbooks: Politics and the History Curriculum K. Erekson,
2012-05-31 The politicians and pastors who revised the Texas social studies standards made
worldwide headlines. Politics and the History Curriculum sets the debate over the Texas standards
within a broad context of politics, religion, media, and education, providing a clear analysis of these
events and recommendations for teachers and policy makers.
  new york times american history textbooks: Making the World Over R. Marie Griffith,
2021-05-04 Political polarization and unrest are not exclusive to our era, but in the twenty-first
century, we are living with seemingly unresolvable disagreements that threaten to tear our country
apart. Discrimination, racism, tyranny, religious fundamentalism, political schisms, misogyny, fake
news, border walls, the #MeToo moment, foreign intervention in our electoral process—these
cultural and social rifts charge our world, and we have failed to find a path toward agreement or
unity. Making the World Over is Marie Griffith’s thoughtful response to an imperiled nation that has
forgotten how to listen and debate productively, at a time when it needs vigorous discourse more
than ever. Griffith performs the urgent work of examining the histories behind the issues at the root
of our country’s conflicts both past and present, from race and immigration to misogyny and
reproductive rights. This is more than a study of the issues; it is an attempt to shed real light on how
to encourage constructive dialogue and move society forward.
  new york times american history textbooks: Normalcy Never Again A. Christian van



Gorder, Lewis T. Tait, 2025-03-31 Stock-worn, exhausted, and generalized diatribes against racism
litter the American horizon. Instead of reiterating these arguments, the authors of Normalcy Never
Again share fresh, constructive, and proactive perspectives in hopes of reinvigorating our nation’s
ongoing conversation about racist oppression. This book is at times personal and painfully honest,
but it is always passionate about telling the truth and forging pathways forward through specific
challenges met with Afrocentric solutions. Readers will gain not only a renewed challenge rooted in
heuristic insights but also a greater degree of historical insight, intercultural understanding, and
sturdy, non-artificial hope.
  new york times american history textbooks: Where is the West? Gordon Morris Bakken,
Brenda Farrington, 2000 This anthology examines Love's Labours Lost from a variety of perspectives
and through a wide range of materials. Selections discuss the play in terms of historical context,
dating, and sources; character analysis; comic elements and verbal conceits; evidence of authorship;
performance analysis; and feminist interpretations. Alongside theater reviews, production
photographs, and critical commentary, the volume also includes essays written by practicing theater
artists who have worked on the play. An index by name, literary work, and concept rounds out this
valuable resource.
  new york times american history textbooks: Media Messages Linda Holtzman, Leon Sharpe,
2014-03-15 The new edition of this widely acclaimed book reveals how the popular media
contributes to widespread myths and misunderstanding about cultural diversity. Along with updated
media examples, expanded theories and analysis, this edition explores even more deeply the
coverage of race in two chapters, discusses more broadly how men and boys are depicted in the
media and socialized, and how class issues have become even more visible during the Great
Recession of the 21st century and the Occupy movements.
  new york times american history textbooks: The Stolen Wealth of Slavery David Montero,
2024-02-06 Publishers Weekly’s “Top 10” Spring 2024 Amazon's Best History Book of the Month for
February 2024 This groundbreaking book tracks the massive wealth amassed from slavery from
pre-Civil War to today, showing how our modern economy was built on the backs of enslaved Black
people—and lays out a clear argument for reparations that shows exactly what was stolen, who stole
it, and to whom it is owed. In this timely, powerful, investigative history, The Stolen Wealth of
Slavery, Emmy Award-nominated journalist David Montero follows the trail of the massive wealth
amassed by Northern corporations throughout America’s history of enslavement. It has long been
maintained by many that the North wasn’t complicit in the horrors of slavery. The truth, however, is
that large Northern banks—including well-known institutions like Citibank, Bank of New York, and
Bank of America—were critical to the financing of slavery; that they saw their fortunes rise
dramatically from their involvement in the business of enslavement; and that white business leaders
and their surrounding communities created enormous wealth from the enslavement and abuse of
Black bodies. The Stolen Wealth of Slavery grapples with facts that will be a revelation to many:
Most white Southern enslavers were not rich—many were barely making ends meet—with Northern
businesses benefitting the most from bondage-based profits. And some of the very Northerners who
would be considered pro-Union during the Civil War were in fact anti-abolition, seeing the institution
of slavery as being in their best financial interests, and only supporting the Union once they realized
doing so would be good for business. It is a myth that the wealth generated from slavery vanished
after the war. Rather, it helped finance the industrialization of the country, and became part of the
bedrock of the growth of modern corporations, helping to transform America into a global economic
behemoth. In this remarkable book, Montero elegantly and meticulously details rampant Northern
investment in slavery. He showcases exactly what was stolen, who stole it, and to whom it is owed,
calling for corporate reparations as he details contemporary movements to hold companies
accountable for past atrocities.
  new york times american history textbooks: Racism John Lovchik, 2018-10-11 Race and
separate races of human beings do not exist. They are a myth. Yet, racism is very real. Because
racism is the namesake of something that does not exist, there is general confusion about what it



actually is. This confusion has served to protect racism, and even reinforce it. By reviewing the
entire history of racism, this book shows exactly what racism is: a subjective system of ranking
groups of people and the belief that there is a natural social order of those groups. The lie of inferior
and superior groups of people originated as a justification for slavery. Plantation owners, lawmakers,
and scientists carefully nurtured the myth until long after slavery had ended. It has survived for
centuries and continues to be used to separate people. Every white person needs to be aware of that
history in order to understand how the myth of race and a hierarchy of humanity lingers in each of
us and in all of our institutions.
  new york times american history textbooks: Organizing the Curriculum , 2019-02-11
Contemporary American youth live in a culture that ignores or denigrates labor unions. Mainstream
media cover labor issues only sparingly and unions no longer play much of a role in popular culture
texts, films, or images. In our schools labor has been limited to a footnote in textbooks instead of
being treated seriously as the most effective force for championing the rights of working people—the
vast majority of the citizenry. Teachers have been convinced that to bring up class or to teach about
the labor movement may be construed as “taking sides,” while the all-pervasive presence of
corporate America in our schools is rarely questioned. So for all the talk of schools preparing young
people for the work world, we are failing to teach them even the basics of how that world is
structured or how they can be empowered through collective action. Organizing the Curriculum:
Perspectives on Teaching the US Labor Movement is the first book-length treatment of this blind
spot in contemporary curriculum and pedagogy. Contributors to this collection—unionists, activists,
teachers, teacher educators, and academics—interrogate the ways in which knowledge is
constructed in school discourses, conceptualize pedagogical strategies and curricula that open
discussions around class analysis and political economy via studies of the labor movement, and put
forward an activist vision of education that truly engages young people beyond the classroom walls.
  new york times american history textbooks: Handbook of Research in Social Studies
Education Linda S. Levstik, Cynthia A. Tyson, 2010-04-15 This Handbook outlines the current state
of research in social studies education – a complex, dynamic, challenging field with competing
perspectives about appropriate goals, and on-going conflict over the content of the curriculum.
Equally important, it encourages new research in order to advance the field and foster civic
competence; long maintained by advocates for the social studies as a fundamental goal. In
considering how to organize the Handbook, the editors searched out definitions of social studies,
statements of purpose, and themes that linked (or divided) theory, research, and practices and
established criteria for topics to include. Each chapter meets one or more of these criteria: research
activity since the last Handbook that warrants a new analysis, topics representing a major emphasis
in the NCSS standards, and topics reflecting an emerging or reemerging field within the social
studies. The volume is organized around seven themes: Change and Continuity in Social Studies
Civic Competence in Pluralist Democracies Social Justice and the Social Studies Assessment and
Accountability Teaching and Learning in the Disciplines Information Ecologies: Technology in the
Social Studies Teacher Preparation and Development The Handbook of Research in Social Studies is
a must-have resource for all beginning and experienced researchers in the field.
  new york times american history textbooks: Lies My Teacher Told Me James W. Loewen,
2018-07-17 Every teacher, every student of history, every citizen should read this book. It is both a
refreshing antidote to what has passed for history in our educational system and a one-volume
education in itself. —Howard Zinn A new edition of the national bestseller and American Book Award
winner, with a new preface by the author Since its first publication in 1995, Lies My Teacher Told
Me has become one of the most important—and successful—history books of our time. Having sold
nearly two million copies, the book also won an American Book Award and the Oliver Cromwell Cox
Award for Distinguished Anti-Racist Scholarship and was heralded on the front page of the New York
Times. For this new edition, Loewen has added a new preface that shows how inadequate history
courses in high school help produce adult Americans who think Donald Trump can solve their
problems, and calls out academic historians for abandoning the concept of truth in a misguided



effort to be objective. What started out as a survey of the twelve leading American history textbooks
has ended up being what the San Francisco Chronicle calls an extremely convincing plea for truth in
education. In Lies My Teacher Told Me, James W. Loewen brings history alive in all its complexity
and ambiguity. Beginning with pre-Columbian history and ranging over characters and events as
diverse as Reconstruction, Helen Keller, the first Thanksgiving, the My Lai massacre, 9/11, and the
Iraq War, Loewen offers an eye-opening critique of existing textbooks, and a wonderful retelling of
American history as it should—and could—be taught to American students.
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