
israeli textbooks
israeli textbooks play a crucial role in shaping the educational landscape of Israel, serving
as essential tools for learning and understanding the rich history, culture, and values of the
nation. These textbooks encompass a wide range of subjects, including history, literature,
mathematics, and science, reflecting both the diverse population and the complex socio-
political environment of the country. This article will delve into the various aspects of Israeli
textbooks, including their historical development, the subjects covered, the impact of
political and social changes, and the ongoing debates regarding their content. By exploring
these facets, we aim to provide a comprehensive overview of how Israeli textbooks function
within the educational system and their significance in Israeli society.
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Historical Development of Israeli Textbooks

The historical development of Israeli textbooks is closely tied to the formation of the state
of Israel in 1948. Initially, textbooks were heavily influenced by the Zionist movement,
which sought to promote Jewish identity and national consciousness among students. Early
educational materials emphasized the importance of the Hebrew language, Jewish history,
and the connection to the land of Israel.

As the state evolved, so did the content and approach of textbooks. The introduction of new
subjects and perspectives reflected the changing demographics and political realities of the
country. For instance, the influx of immigrants from diverse backgrounds necessitated the
creation of textbooks that catered to a multicultural society. This led to the inclusion of
various narratives and histories, particularly those of Arab citizens of Israel and Jewish
communities from around the world.

The Role of the Ministry of Education

The Israeli Ministry of Education plays a pivotal role in the development and approval of
textbooks used in schools. Textbooks must adhere to a national curriculum that outlines
educational goals and standards. The ministry also emphasizes the importance of



promoting values such as democracy, tolerance, and coexistence, which are reflected in the
content of the textbooks.

Key Milestones in Textbook Development

Several key milestones mark the evolution of Israeli textbooks:

The publication of the first Hebrew textbooks in the early 20th century, primarily for
Jewish schools.

The establishment of the state of Israel and the subsequent need for a cohesive
educational system.

The integration of diverse cultural perspectives following mass immigration in the
1990s.

The introduction of digital resources and online textbooks in the 21st century.

Subjects Covered in Israeli Textbooks

Israeli textbooks cover a wide array of subjects, reflecting the comprehensive nature of
education in the country. Each subject aims to equip students with the necessary
knowledge and skills to navigate their environment effectively. The most prominent
subjects include:

Mathematics

Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

History

Literature (Hebrew and world literature)

Geography

Civics and Social Studies



Mathematics and Science Education

Mathematics and science education in Israel is highly regarded, with textbooks designed to
challenge students and encourage critical thinking. The curriculum is structured to build a
solid foundation, starting from basic concepts and advancing to complex theories and
applications. Recent reforms have aimed to integrate technology and hands-on
experiments into the learning process.

History and Literature

Israeli history textbooks often focus on key events that shaped the nation, from ancient
times to modern-day conflicts. They aim to provide students with a balanced view of
differing narratives, including Jewish, Arab, and global perspectives. Literature textbooks
emphasize both Hebrew literature and international works, fostering an appreciation for
diverse literary traditions.

Political and Social Influences on Textbook
Content

The content of Israeli textbooks is not immune to the political and social dynamics of the
region. Various groups advocate for changes to ensure that textbooks reflect their historical
narratives and cultural identities. For example, Arab citizens of Israel have called for the
inclusion of their perspectives in history and civics textbooks, leading to ongoing debates
about representation and bias.

Controversial Topics and Representation

Controversial topics, such as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, are often approached with
caution. Textbooks may present a singular narrative, leading to criticism from various
stakeholders who argue that students should be exposed to multiple viewpoints. The
challenge lies in balancing educational objectives with the need for inclusivity and
representation.

Impact of Globalization

Globalization has also influenced textbook content, with increased emphasis on
international standards and educational practices. This includes the adoption of digital
resources, which offer interactive and updated materials that appeal to contemporary
students. However, the integration of global perspectives must be carefully managed to
ensure the preservation of local identity and culture.



The Role of Israeli Textbooks in Education

Israeli textbooks serve as vital tools for learning, providing students with the knowledge
and skills necessary for their academic and personal development. They play a significant
role in shaping students' understanding of their national identity and civic responsibilities.

Textbook Accessibility and Distribution

Access to textbooks is critical for ensuring equitable education. The Israeli government has
implemented programs to provide subsidized textbooks to low-income families, ensuring
that all students have the resources they need to succeed in their studies. Additionally, the
shift towards digital textbooks has made educational materials more accessible, especially
in remote areas.

The Influence of Teachers

Teachers play an essential role in how textbooks are utilized in the classroom. Their
interpretations and teaching methods can significantly impact students' understanding of
the material. Professional development programs for educators emphasize the importance
of critical thinking and discussion, encouraging teachers to foster an environment where
students can engage with the content meaningfully.

Current Debates and Challenges

Current debates surrounding Israeli textbooks focus on issues of representation, bias, and
the need for reform. Stakeholders, including parents, educators, and community leaders,
often engage in discussions about how to improve educational materials to reflect the
diverse society of Israel.

Calls for Reform

Many advocates are calling for reforms that promote inclusivity and a more balanced
representation of historical narratives. This includes revising textbooks to incorporate the
perspectives of minority groups and addressing sensitive topics with greater nuance. The
goal is to create a more comprehensive educational framework that prepares students for
life in a multicultural society.



The Future of Israeli Textbooks

As Israel continues to evolve, so too will its educational materials. The future of Israeli
textbooks lies in their ability to adapt to changing societal needs while maintaining a
commitment to high educational standards. Embracing technology and innovative teaching
methods will be key to enhancing the learning experience for students across the country.

FAQ Section

Q: What subjects are primarily covered in Israeli
textbooks?
A: Israeli textbooks cover a variety of subjects, including mathematics, science, history,
literature, geography, and civics. Each subject aims to provide students with a
comprehensive education that reflects both local and global perspectives.

Q: How are Israeli textbooks influenced by political
factors?
A: Textbook content in Israel is influenced by political factors as various groups advocate
for the inclusion of their historical narratives. This can lead to debates over representation
and the portrayal of sensitive topics, such as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Q: What role does the Ministry of Education play in the
development of Israeli textbooks?
A: The Ministry of Education is responsible for overseeing the development and approval of
textbooks used in Israeli schools. They establish a national curriculum that textbooks must
adhere to, ensuring that educational materials meet specific standards and goals.

Q: Are there any recent initiatives to improve the
content of Israeli textbooks?
A: Yes, there have been recent initiatives aimed at reforming Israeli textbooks to promote
inclusivity and a more balanced representation of historical narratives. Advocates are
pushing for revisions to ensure that diverse perspectives are incorporated into educational
materials.

Q: How do teachers influence the use of textbooks in



the classroom?
A: Teachers significantly influence how textbooks are utilized in the classroom through their
interpretations and teaching methods. Professional development programs encourage
educators to foster critical thinking and discussions, enhancing students' engagement with
the content.

Q: What challenges do Israeli textbooks face today?
A: Israeli textbooks face challenges related to representation, potential bias, and the need
for reform to reflect the diverse society of Israel. Ongoing debates among stakeholders
focus on improving educational materials to meet contemporary needs.

Q: What is the importance of accessibility to Israeli
textbooks?
A: Accessibility to textbooks is crucial for equitable education, ensuring that all students,
regardless of their socio-economic background, have the necessary resources to succeed.
Government programs and digital resources aim to enhance access for all students.

Q: How has globalization affected Israeli textbooks?
A: Globalization has influenced Israeli textbooks by introducing international educational
standards and practices. This includes the adoption of digital resources, which enhance
accessibility and engagement, but must be balanced with the preservation of local culture
and identity.

Q: What are the future prospects for Israeli textbooks?
A: The future of Israeli textbooks lies in their ability to adapt to the evolving educational
landscape, incorporating technology and innovative teaching methods while maintaining a
commitment to high standards and inclusivity.
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  israeli textbooks: Textbooks on Israel-Palestine Seyed Hadi Borhani, 2022-01-27 How is the
Israel/Palestine question narrated in Western academia? What ideas dominate the key textbooks on
the subject and what is presented as 'truth'? This book answers these critical questions. It is widely
known that Western support of Israel played a vital role in the realization of Zionist objectives in
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Palestine. But academic support of Israel in the West has been a neglected issue, with Western
academic knowledge being regarded as impartial and objective. This book reveals that this
understanding of Western academic knowledge is wrong when it comes to the Israel/Palestine
question. Rather, knowledge has been biased, misleading, and dogmatic and Western college
students are subscribing to 'factual histories' based on theories at best, if not fiction. The book is the
first empirical investigation able to document this partial reporting of history. Seyed Hadi Borhani
examines the most popular college-level textbooks used to teach the history of the Israel/Palestine in
Western universities, combining 'textbook analysis' (to determine how the dominant academic texts
report the question) and a 'context analysis' (to identify who 'manufactures' the dominant
knowledge). The book provides a historical map of how the Israel-Palestine conflict is understood in
the West. The book can be used as a critique for students and professors to use alongside textbooks
and is a vital and much-needed intervention into the state of affairs in Western academia.
  israeli textbooks: The Arab-Israeli Conflict in Israeli History Textbooks, 1948-2000 Elie
Podeh, 2001-10-30 Israeli history textbooks in the past contained many biases, distortions, and
omissions concerning the depiction of Arabs and the history of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Today these
misrepresentations are gradually being corrected. This study encourages the depiction of a balanced
portrait in all textbooks. By reviewing curricula and textbooks used in the Israeli educational system
since the establishment of Israel, the author assesses the impact of Zionist historiography and the
Zeitgeist on the portrayal of Arabs in textbooks. The study unravels the biases, distortions,
omissions, and stereotypes through the analysis of several major historical events such as the 1948
war, the refugee question, the 1967 war, and the peace process.
  israeli textbooks: Palestine in Israeli School Books Nurit Peled-Elhanan, 2013-10-01 Each year,
Israel's young men and women are drafted into compulsory military service and are required to
engage directly in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This conflict is by its nature intensely complex and
is played out under the full glare of international security. So, how does Israel's education system
prepare its young people for this? How is Palestine, and the Palestinians against whom these young
Israelis will potentially be required to use force, portrayed in the school system? Nurit
Peled-Elhanan argues that the textbooks used in the school system are laced with a pro-Israel
ideology, and that they play a part in priming Israeli children for military service. She analyzes the
presentation of images, maps, layouts and use of language in History, Geography and Civic Studies
textbooks, and reveals how the books might be seen to marginalize Palestinians, legitimize Israeli
military action and reinforce Jewish-Israeli territorial identity. This book provides a fresh scholarly
contribution to the Israeli-Palestinian debate, and will be relevant to the fields of Middle East
Studies and Politics more widely.
  israeli textbooks: The Arab-Israeli Conflict in Israeli History Textbooks, 1948-2000 Elie Podeh,
2002 Annotation Examines how the Israeli educational system in general and history textbooks in
particular have presented the image of the Arab and the history of Arab-Israeli relations in the years
1948-2000.
  israeli textbooks: Protection of Children During Armed Political Conflict Charles W.
Greenbaum, Philip E. Veerman, Naomi Bacon-Shnoor, 2006 This volume attempts to examine the
issue of prevention of violence to children in violent political conflicts from a multidisciplinary
perspective that includes international law, developmental psychology, education, communications
and police science. While this volume concentrates mainly on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, it also
presents the experience of others in different parts of the world who have coped successfully with
prevention of violence to civilian populations, and particularly to children. The editors aim to engage
military and police communities world-wide, and especially in our society, Israel, in a dialogue
concerning the most effective ways to abide by international conventions of human rights and
childrens rights to which Israeli society is committed. The volume reports on practical methods to
save the lives of civilians and children in political conflicts that have been tried and which serve to
protect children.
  israeli textbooks: A New Critical Approach to the History of Palestine Ingrid Hjelm, Hamdan



Taha, Ilan Pappe, Thomas L. Thompson, 2019-06-07 A New Critical Approach to the History of
Palestine discusses prospects and methods for a comprehensive, evidence-based history of Palestine
with a critical use of recent historical, archaeological and anthropological methods. This history is
not an exclusive history but one that is ethnically and culturally inclusive, a history of and for all
peoples who have lived in Palestine. After an introductory essay offering a strategy for creating
coherence and continuity from the earliest beginnings to the present, the volume presents twenty
articles from twenty-two contributors, fifteen of whom are of Middle Eastern origin or relation. Split
thematically into four parts, the volume discusses ideology, national identity and chronology in
various historiographies of Palestine, and the legacy of memory and oral history; the transient
character of ethnicity in Palestine and questions regarding the ethical responsibilities of
archaeologists and historians to protect the multi-ethnic cultural heritage of Palestine; landscape
and memory, and the values of community archaeology and bio-archaeology; and an exploration of
the “ideology of the land” and its influence on Palestine’s history and heritage. The first in a series of
books under the auspices of the Palestine History and Heritage Project (PaHH), the volume offers a
challenging new departure for writing the history of Palestine and Israel throughout the ages. A New
Critical Approach to the History of Palestine explores the diverse history of the region against the
backdrop of twentieth-century scholarly construction of the history of Palestine as a history of a
Jewish homeland with roots in an ancient, biblical Israel and examines the implications of this
ancient and recent history for archaeology and cultural heritage. The book offers a fascinating new
perspective for students and academics in the fields of anthropological, political, cultural and
biblical history.
  israeli textbooks: A Tale of Two Narratives Grace Wermenbol, 2021-05-27 The Holocaust and
the Nakba are foundational traumas in Israeli-Jewish and Palestinian societies and form key parts of
each respective collective identity. This book offers a parallel analysis of the transmission of these
foundational pasts in Israeli-Jewish and Palestinian societies by exploring how the Holocaust and the
Nakba have been narrated since the signing of the 1993 Oslo Accords. The work exposes the
existence and perpetuation of ethnocentric victimhood narratives that serve as the theoretical
foundations for an ensuing minimization – or even denial – of the other's past. Three established
realms of societal memory transmission provide the analytical framework for this study: official state
education, commemorative acts, and mass mediation. Through this analysis, the work demonstrates
the interrelated nature of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict and the contextualization of the primary
historical events, while also highlighting the universal malleability of mnemonic practices.
  israeli textbooks: Schooling as Violence Clive Harber, 2004-08-26 Asking fundamental and
often uncomfortable questions about the nature and purposes of formal education, this book
explores the three main ways of looking at the relationship between formal education, individuals
and society: * that education improves society * that education reproduces society exactly as it is *
that education makes society worse and harms individuals. Whilst educational policy documents and
much academic writing and research stresses the first function and occasionally make reference to
the second, the third is largely played down or ignored. In this unique and thought-provoking book,
Clive Harber argues that while schooling can play a positive role, violence towards children
originating in the schools system itself is common, systematic and widespread internationally and
that schools play a significant role in encouraging violence in wider society. Topics covered include
physical punishment, learning to hate others, sexual abuse, stress and anxiety, and the militarization
of school. The book both provides detailed evidence of such forms of violence and sets out an
analysis of schooling that explains why they occur. In contrast, the final chapter explores existing
alternative forms of education which are aimed at the development of democracy and peace. This
book should be read by anyone involved in education - from students and academics to policy-makers
and practitioners around the world.
  israeli textbooks: Arabic in Israel Muhammad Amara, 2017-09-27 In Arabic in Israel,
Muhammad Amara analyses the status of Arabic following the creation of the State of Israel and
documents its impact on the individual and collective identity of Israel’s Palestinian Arab citizens.



The interplay of language and identity in conflict situations is also examined. This work represents
the culmination of many years of research on Arabic linguistic repertoire and educational policy
regarding the language of the Palestinian citizens of Israel. It draws all of these factors together
while linking them to local, regional and global developments. Its perspective is interdisciplinary
and, as such, examines the topic from a number of angles including linguistic, social, cultural and
political.
  israeli textbooks: Jesus Was a Jew Orit Ramon, Inés Gabel, Varda Wasserman, 2020-08-20 Is
the historical rivalry between Jews and Christians forgotten in modern Israel? Do Jewish-Israeli
young people partake in the historic memory of the polemics between the two religions? This book
scrutinizes the presentations of Christians and Christianity in Israeli school curricula, textbooks, and
teaching in the state education system, in an attempt to elucidate the role of relations to Christianity
in the construction of modern Jewish-Israeli identity, and it reveals that despite the changes in
Jewish-Christian relations, they are still a significant factor in the construction of modern
Jewish-Israeli identity.
  israeli textbooks: Emotional Cutoff Peter Titelman, 2014-05-12 Widen your therapeutic focus
and help your family therapy clients learn to bridge generational separation! This book delivers
professional insights on one of the least understood but most important of Bowen's
conceptsemotional cutoff. The first book on this subject, Emotional Cutoff: Bowen Family Systems
Theory Perspectives examines this aspect of Bowen family system theory and shows how emotional
cutoff can be understood and addressed in therapy. Emotional Cutoff also provides beneficial case
examples, empirically based studies, helpful figures, and family diagrams. This information-packed
volume includes a chapter by the developers of Family of Origin Response Survey (FORS)an
instrument that measures the degree to which one is emotionally reactive to their mother or
fatherthat outlines the process and its scoring methodology and demonstrates its reliability. The
book also includes chapters on emotional cutoff and societal processesand even how emotional
cutoff manifests in the animal kingdom! From the editor: In this book, the phenomenon of emotional
cutoff is explored from many perspectives. The contributors have illustrated the presence of cutoff in
non-human species, in relation to evolutionary theory, brain physiology, reproduction, in the lives of
therapists and the individuals and families they work with in clinical practice, and in societal
emotional processin a variety of contexts. In addition, the development of an instrument for
measuring emotional cutoff is presented. Emotional Cutoff is a comprehensive examination of this
fascinating aspect of Bowen family systems theory, including: a theoretical overviewas well as a look
at cutoff in various animal species and an examination of the way the physiology of the human brain
is related to the phenomenon of emotional cutoff bridging emotional cutoff in the therapist's own
family, as related by three Bowen systems therapists and a genealogist who is trained in Bowen
theoryessential reading for all therapists! research and clinical applicationsincluding interventions
you can put into practice right away with clients who are dealing with divorce, depression, domestic
violence, or child abuse societal applicationsa look at emotional cutoff and societal process in
Russian citizens, in Holocaust survivors, in immigrants, and in Israeli/Palestinian relations Emotional
Cutoff: Bowen Family Systems Theory Perspectives provides exciting possibilities for treating
emotional cutoff in people trying to manage their unresolved issues. It is an essential resource for
family therapists, counselors, pastoral counselors, family-oriented psychologists, social workers,
psychiatrists, and psychiatric nurses.
  israeli textbooks: Liberating Histories Claire Norton, Mark Donnelly, 2018-07-11 Liberating
Histories makes an original, scholarly contribution to contemporary debates surrounding the
cultural and political relevance of historical practices. Arguing against the idea that specifically
historical readings of the past are necessary or are compelled by the force of past events
themselves, this book instead focuses on other forms of past-talk and how they function in politically
empowering ways against social injustices. Challenging the authority and constraints of academic
history over the past, this book explores various forms of past-talk, including art, films, activism,
memory, nostalgia and archives. Across seven clear chapters, Claire Norton and Mark Donnelly



show how activists and campaigners have used forms of past-talk to unsettle ‘common sense’
thinking about political and social problems, how journalists, artists, curators, filmmakers and
performers have referenced the past in their practices of advocacy, and how grassroots archivists
help to circulate materials that challenge the power of authorised institutional archives to determine
what gets to count as a demonstrable feature of the past and whose voices are part of the ‘historical
record’. Written in a lucid, accessible manner, and combining insightful critical analysis and
philosophical argument with clear consideration of how different forms of past-talk influence the
narration of pasts in a variety of socio-political contexts, Liberating Histories is essential reading for
students and scholars with an interest in historiography and the ethical and political dimensions of
the historical discipline.
  israeli textbooks: Exile and Return Ann M. Lesch, Ian S. Lustick, 2008-10-28 The Israeli,
Palestinian, and American contributors to this volume consider the catastrophic failure of the Oslo
peace process and the years of bloody violence that ensued.
  israeli textbooks: The Palgrave Handbook of State-Sponsored History After 1945 Berber
Bevernage, Nico Wouters, 2018-02-03 This handbook provides the first systematic integrated
analysis of the role that states or state actors play in the construction of history and public memory
after 1945. The book focuses on many different forms of state-sponsored history, including memory
laws, monuments and memorials, state-archives, science policies, history in schools, truth
commissions, historical expert commissions, the use of history in courts and tribunals etc. The
handbook contributes to the study of history and public memory by combining elements of
state-focused research in separate fields of study. By looking at the state’s memorialising capacities
the book introduces an analytical perspective that is not often found in classical studies of the state.
The handbook has a broad geographical focus and analyses cases from different regions around the
world. The volume mainly tackles democratic contexts, although dictatorial regimes are not
excluded.
  israeli textbooks: Teaching History and the Changing Nation State Robert Guyver, 2016-02-11
Capitalizing on the current movement in history education to nurture a set of shared methodologies
and perspectives, this text looks to break down some of the obstacles to transnational understanding
in history, focusing on pedagogy to embed democratic principles of inclusion, inquiry, multiple
interpretations and freedom of expression. Four themes which are influencing the broadening of
history education to a globalized community of practice run throughout Teaching History and the
Changing Nation State: · pedagogy, democracy and dialogue · the nation – politics and transnational
dimensions · landmarks with questions · shared histories, shared commemorations and re-evaluating
past denials The contributors use the same pedagogical language in a global debate about history
teaching and learning to break down barriers to search for shared histories and mutual
understanding. They explore contemporary topics, including The Gallipoli Campaign in World War I,
transformative approaches to a school history curriculum and the nature of federation.
  israeli textbooks: Arabs and Palestinians in Israeli Textbooks in the School Year 1999-2000
Amos Yovel, 2000
  israeli textbooks: Broken Promises, Broken Dreams Alice Rothchild, 2010-02-02 The
tragedies of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians are never far from the pages of the
mainstream press. Yet it is rare to hear about the reality of life on the ground -- and it is rarer still
when these voices belong to women. This book records the journey of a Jewish American physician
travelling and working within Israel and the Occupied Territories. Alice Rothchild grew up in a
family grounded by the traumas of the Holocaust and passionately devoted to Israel. This book
recounts her experiences as she grapples with the reality of life in Israel and the hardships of
Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza. The new edition includes a new preface, two chapters
on Israeli dissent and a chapter which explores the impact of a Palestinian home demolition and the
work of Israeli soldiers and Palestinian fighters who have joined together to form Combatants for
Peace. Ultimately, the book raises troubling questions regarding US policy and the mainstream
Jewish community's insistence on giving unquestioning support to all Israeli policy.



  israeli textbooks: Mission Textbook Eckhardt Fuchs, Kathrin Henne, Steffen Sammler,
2022-04-11 Textbook revision and research have historically been two of the central pillars of the
work of the Georg Eckert Institute, and remain so today. The history of the Institute demonstrates
just how intertwined they are. Against this backdrop, the development of the Institute is presented
and critically examined from different perspectives, using a broad range of source materials. The
book pays particular attention to the collection of textbooks for the humanities and social sciences,
which has been important from the beginning and is now the largest in the world. The history of the
Institute illustrates how academic perspectives, as well as political and financial instruments, related
to textbook research and revision have changed as part of the shift from bilateral cooperation to
global networks. The Institute has always responded to changing social contexts and its foci have
provided important stimuli for economists, education practitioners and policy makers.
  israeli textbooks: Israel's Occupation Dr. Neve Gordon, 2008-10-02 This first complete history
of Israel's occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip allows us to see beyond the smoke screen
of politics in order to make sense of the dramatic changes that have developed on the ground over
the past forty years. Looking at a wide range of topics, from control of water and electricity to health
care and education as well as surveillance and torture, Neve Gordon's panoramic account reveals a
fundamental shift from a politics of life—when, for instance, Israel helped Palestinians plant more
than six-hundred thousand trees in Gaza and provided farmers with improved varieties of seeds—to
a macabre politics characterized by an increasing number of deaths. Drawing attention to the
interactions, excesses, and contradictions created by the forms of control used in the Occupied
Territories, Gordon argues that the occupation's very structure, rather than the policy choices of the
Israeli government or the actions of various Palestinian political factions, has led to this radical shift.
  israeli textbooks: Pedagogy, Politics and Philosophy of Peace Carmel Borg, Michael Grech,
2017-02-23 In an age where official and sponsored violence are becoming normalised and conceived
of as legitimate tools of peace keeping, a number of leading academics and activists represented in
Pedagogy, Politics and Philosophy of Peace interrogate and resist the intensification of the
militarisation of civil life and of international relations. Coming from different areas of study, the
contributors to this volume discuss peace and critical peace education from a range of perspectives.
The nature of peace, myths related to peace, the logistics of peace and peacemaking as well as the
relation of peace and pedagogy in the broadest meaning of the term constitute the main themes of
the book. The common thread that binds the chapters together is the distinction between
genuine/authentic and false peace and the importance of critical reflection on actions that contribute
to genuine peace.
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