japanese history textbooks

japanese history textbooks play a pivotal role in shaping the understanding
of Japan’s rich and complex past. These educational resources cover a broad
spectrum of topics, from ancient times through feudal periods to modern
history, providing wvaluable insights into the cultural, political, and social
developments that have defined Japan. The way history is presented in these
textbooks can greatly influence students’ perceptions of national identity
and historical events. This article will explore the evolution of Japanese
history textbooks, their significance in education, the controversies
surrounding them, and a comparison with international standards. By delving
into these aspects, we aim to provide a comprehensive overview of the role
that these textbooks play in contemporary education.
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The Evolution of Japanese History Textbooks

The development of Jjapanese history textbooks has undergone significant
changes since the Meiji Restoration in 1868. Initially influenced by Western
educational practices, these textbooks sought to create a nationalistic
narrative that would unify the burgeoning state. Early editions emphasized
Japan's imperial past and portrayed the country as a formidable power in
Asia.

With the end of World War II, the focus shifted dramatically. Under the
guidance of the Allied Occupation, new textbooks were introduced that aimed
to promote democratic values and critical thought. This period marked the
beginning of a more nuanced portrayal of Japan's past, including
acknowledgment of wartime atrocities.

In recent decades, the evolution of japanese history textbooks has been
influenced by various factors, including political changes, societal
attitudes, and globalization. The rise of revisionist history in the late
20th century has led to debates about how events such as World War II are
depicted, reflecting broader discussions about national identity and memory.

Significance of Japanese History Textbooks in



Education

Japanese history textbooks are essential tools in shaping students'

understanding of their national identity and cultural heritage. They serve
not only as educational resources but also as instruments of socialization,
influencing how young people view their country and its role in the world.

These textbooks provide a structured overview of historical events, helping
students to grasp complex narratives and develop critical thinking skills.
The inclusion of various perspectives, especially in modern editions,
encourages students to engage with history more deeply and understand the
multiplicity of narratives that exist.

Furthermore, the significance of these textbooks extends beyond the
classroom. They contribute to national discussions about history, identity,
and memory, often becoming focal points for public debate and policy. As
such, the way history is taught in schools has far-reaching implications for
society at large.

Controversies and Debates Surrounding Textbooks

The topic of japanese history textbooks is not without its controversies. One
of the most significant issues has been the portrayal of Japan's actions
during World War II, particularly concerning events such as the Nanjing
Massacre and the treatment of "comfort women." Debates often arise over
whether textbooks downplay these events or present a sanitized version of
history.

In the 2000s, the introduction of a controversial history textbook, which was
criticized for its nationalist tone and omissions regarding wartime
atrocities, sparked protests both domestically and internationally. This
incident highlighted the ongoing struggle between nationalist and progressive
narratives within Japanese society.

Another area of contention is the representation of Japan's colonial past.
Textbooks vary in their acknowledgment of the impacts of Japanese imperialism
on neighboring countries, leading to tensions with nations such as South
Korea and China. These debates underscore the challenges of reconciling
historical narratives with present-day political realities.

Comparison with History Textbooks Worldwide

When comparing japanese history textbooks with those from other countries,
several notable differences and similarities emerge. Many nations grapple
with the challenge of presenting their historical narratives in a way that
balances national pride with critical reflection. For instance, American
textbooks often focus on themes of democracy and freedom, while also
addressing issues of systemic inequality and injustice.

In contrast, japanese history textbooks have been criticized for their
tendency to emphasize national achievements while potentially glossing over
darker chapters of history. However, there is a growing trend toward
inclusivity and the incorporation of multiple perspectives, similar to recent
developments in textbooks from countries like Germany, which have made
significant efforts to confront the implications of their historical actions.

The global trend toward multicultural education is also influencing japanese
history textbooks. Increasingly, there is an emphasis on understanding
diverse perspectives, which is essential for fostering international



understanding and cooperation.

Future Trends in Japanese History Education

The future of japanese history textbooks appears to be moving towards greater
inclusivity and critical engagement. As societal attitudes evolve and global
interconnectedness increases, there is a push for textbooks that reflect a
wider range of perspectives, including those of marginalized groups and
neighboring countries.

Additionally, technological advancements are likely to shape the way history
is taught. Digital textbooks and online resources can provide interactive and
engaging ways for students to learn about history, allowing for a more
personalized educational experience.

Furthermore, educators are increasingly recognizing the importance of
teaching historical thinking skills. This shift emphasizes the need for
students to analyze sources critically and understand the construction of
historical narratives, rather than passively absorbing information from
textbooks.

Conclusion

Japanese history textbooks are more than mere educational resources; they are
a reflection of the ongoing negotiations of national identity and historical
memory. As they continue to evolve, these textbooks will play a crucial role
in shaping how future generations understand their past and their place in
the world. The debates surrounding these texts remind us of the importance of
critical engagement with history and the need for a balanced representation
of events.

Q: What are the key themes found in Japanese history
textbooks?

A: Key themes in Japanese history textbooks often include the rise of
feudalism, the impact of the Meiji Restoration, Japan's role in World War ITI,
post-war reconstruction, and the development of modern Japanese society.
These themes are presented with varying degrees of emphasis depending on the
textbook's perspective.

Q: How do Japanese history textbooks address the
country's wartime actions?

A: The treatment of Japan's wartime actions in history textbooks can vary
significantly. Some textbooks provide detailed accounts of events like the
Nanjing Massacre and the experiences of comfort women, while others may
downplay these events or present them in a more nationalistic light, leading
to ongoing debates about historical accuracy.



Q: Are Japanese history textbooks influenced by
political changes?

A: Yes, Jjapanese history textbooks are significantly influenced by political
changes. Shifts in government policy, such as the rise of nationalist
sentiments, can lead to revisions in how history is portrayed, affecting
educational content and the narratives presented to students.

Q: What role do Japanese history textbooks play in
shaping national identity?

A: Japanese history textbooks play a crucial role in shaping national
identity by influencing how students perceive their country's past. They help
to create a collective memory that informs citizens' understanding of their
cultural heritage and historical responsibilities.

Q: How do Japanese history textbooks compare to those
in other countries?

A: Japanese history textbooks often focus on national pride and achievements,
similar to textbooks in many countries. However, they can be critiqued for
underrepresenting darker aspects of history, unlike textbooks from countries
like Germany that actively confront their pasts. The global trend towards
multicultural education is prompting changes in how history is taught
worldwide.

Q: What are the future trends for Japanese history
education?

A: Future trends in Japanese history education include a greater emphasis on
inclusivity and critical thinking skills. The integration of digital
resources and a focus on understanding multiple perspectives are also
expected to shape how history is taught, making it more engaging and relevant
for students.

Q: How do revisions in textbooks reflect societal
attitudes in Japan?

A: Revisions in Jjapanese history textbooks often reflect changing societal
attitudes towards historical events and national identity. As public opinion
evolves, particularly regarding issues of nationalism and reconciliation with
neighboring countries, textbooks may be updated to align with these shifts.

Q: What is the role of educators in the discussion of
history textbooks?
A: Educators play a vital role in the discussion of history textbooks by

critically evaluating the materials used in classrooms and encouraging
students to engage with history thoughtfully. They can advocate for more



inclusive and accurate representations of history that reflect diverse
perspectives.

Q: Are there any significant controversies
surrounding specific textbooks?

A: Yes, there have been significant controversies surrounding specific
textbooks, particularly those perceived as nationalist or revisionist. The
introduction of these textbooks has sparked protests and debates both within
Japan and internationally, highlighting the contentious nature of historical
representation.

Q: How do Japanese history textbooks approach the

topic of colonialism?
A: The approach to colonialism in japanese history textbooks varies. Some
textbooks acknowledge Japan's imperial past and its impacts on neighboring

countries, while others may downplay this aspect, reflecting ongoing tensions
in Japan's relations with its neighbors.
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japanese history textbooks: Language, Ideology and Japanese History Textbooks
Christopher Barnard, 2004-03-01 The Japanese history textbook debate is one that keeps making the
news, particularly with reference to claims that Japan has never 'apologised properly' for its actions
between 1931 and 1945, and that it is one of the few liberal, democratic countries in which
textbooks are controlled and authorised by the central government. There are frequent protests,
both from within Japan and from overseas, that a biased, nationalistic history is taught in Japanese
schools. This is the first time that all the authorised textbooks currently in use have been analysed
using a critical discourse that is anchored firmly in the theory of 'language within society’,
elucidating the meanings and associated ideologies created by the language of the textbooks.

japanese history textbooks: War Memory, Nationalism and Education in Postwar Japan
Yoshiko Nozaki, 2008-06-23 The controversy over official state-approved history textbooks in Japan,
which omit or play down many episodes of Japan’s occupation of neighbouring countries during the
Asia-Pacific War (1931-1945), and which have been challenged by critics who favour more critical,
peace and justice perspectives, goes to the heart of Japan’s sense of itself as a nation. The degree to
which Japan is willing to confront its past is not just about history, but also about how Japan defines
itself at present, and going forward. This book examines the history textbook controversy in Japan. It
sets the controversy in the context of debates about memory, and education, and in relation to
evolving politics both within Japan, and in Japan’s relations with its neighbours and former colonies
and countries it invaded. It discusses in particular the struggles of Ienaga Saburo, who has made
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crucial contributions, including through three epic lawsuits, in challenging the official government
position. Winner of the American Educational Research Association 2009 Outstanding Book Award in
the Curriculum Studies category.

japanese history textbooks: History of Japan Richard Mason, J. G. Caiger, 2011-08-30 A
classic of Japanese history, this book is the preeminent work on the history of Japan. Newly revised
and updated, A History of Japan is a single-volume, complete history of the nation of Japan. Starting
in ancient Japan during its early pre-history period A History of Japan covers every important aspect
of history and culture through feudal Japan to the post-cold War period and collapse of the Bubble
Economy in the early 1990's. Recent findings shed additional light on the origins of Japanese
civilization and the birth of Japanese culture. Also included is an in-depth analysis of the Japanese
religion, arts, culture and people from the 6th century B.C.E. to the present. This contemporary
classic, now updated and revised, continues to be an essential text in Japanese studies. Classic
illustrations and unique pictures are dispersed throughout the book. A History of Japan, Revised
Edition includes: Archaic Japan--including Yamato, the creation of a unified state, the Nana Period,
and the Heian period. Medieval Japan-- including rule by the military houses, the failure of Ashikaga
Rule, Buddhism, and the Kamakura and Muroachi Periods periods. Ealy Modern Japan--including
Japanese feudalism, administration under the Tokugawa, and society and culture in early modern
Japan. Modern Japan--including The Meiji Era and policies for modernization, from consensus to
crisis (1912-1937), and solutions through force. This contemporary classic continues to be a central
book in Japanese studies and is a vital addition to the collection of any student or enthusiast of
Japanese history, Japanese culture, or the Japanese Language.

japanese history textbooks: Japan Sir George Bailey Sansom, 1978 Japan: A Short Cultural
History was first published in 1931 by the Cresset Press in London and D. Appleton in New York.
Writing in the Journal of American Oriental Society in 1959, Edwin O. Reischauer, Harvard professor
and leading scholar in Japanese history and culture (and future United States Ambassador to Japan)
said this of George Sansom's comprehensive account of Japanese history: When Sir George Sansom's
Japan: A Short Cultural History appeared in 1931, it raised the study of Japanese history in the West
to new levels. Its penetrating analysis of institutions, sensitive interpretations of cultural
developments, and stylistic charm contrasted with the plodding pedestrian surveys and over-written
anecdotal accounts that had hitherto served in the Occident as introductions to Japanese history.
The present Stanford edition, the first to appear in paperback in the United States, is a photographic
reproduction of the British edition except in two particulars: eight of the original twenty plates have
been dropped, and the maps have been redrawn by Margaret Kays. In redrawing the maps it was
decided to retain the author's terminology, orthography, and dating even where these have been
discarded or suspended by more recent scholarship.

japanese history textbooks: Brief History of Japan Jonathan Clements, 2017-08-01 This
fascinating history tells the story of the people of Japan, from ancient teenage priest-queens to
teeming hordes of salarymen, a nation that once sought to conquer China, yet also shut itself away
for two centuries in self-imposed seclusion. First revealed to Westerners in the chronicles of Marco
Polo, Japan was a legendary faraway land defended by a fearsome Kamikaze storm and ruled by a
divine sovereign. It was the terminus of the Silk Road, the furthest end of the known world, a fertile
source of inspiration for European artists, and an enduring symbol of the mysterious East. In recent
times, it has become a powerhouse of global industry, a nexus of popular culture, and a harbinger of
post-industrial decline. With intelligence and wit, author Jonathan Clements blends documentary and
storytelling styles to connect the past, present and future of Japan, and in broad yet detailed strokes
reveals a country of paradoxes: a modern nation steeped in ancient traditions; a democracy with an
emperor as head of state; a famously safe society built on 108 volcanoes resting on the world's most
active earthquake zone; a fast-paced urban and technologically advanced country whose land
consists predominantly of mountains and forests. Among the chapters in this Japanese history book
are: The Way of the Gods: Prehistoric and Mythical Japan A Game of Thrones: Minamoto vs. Taira
Time Warp: 200 Years of Isolation The Stench of Butter: Restoration and Modernization The New



Breed: The Japanese Miracle

japanese history textbooks: History Textbooks and the Wars in Asia Gi-Wook Shin, Daniel
C. Sneider, 2011-02-08 Over the past fifteen years Northeast Asia has witnessed growing
intraregional exchanges and interactions, especially in the realms of culture and economy. Still, the
region cannot escape from the burden of history. This book examines the formation of historical
memory in four Northeast Asian societies (China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan) and the United
States focusing on the period from the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war in 1931 until the formal
conclusion of the Pacific War with the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951. The contributors analyse
the recent efforts of Korean, Japanese, and Chinese scholars to write a ‘common history’ of
Northeast Asia and question the underlying motivations for their efforts and subsequent
achievements. In doing so, they contend that the greatest obstacle to reconciliation in Northeast
Asia lies in the existence of divided, and often conflicting, historical memories. The book argues that
a more fruitful approach lies in understanding how historical memory has evolved in each country
and been incorporated into respective master narratives. Through uncovering the existence of
different master narratives, it is hoped, citizens will develop a more self-critical, self-reflective
approach to their own history and that such an introspective effort has the potential to lay the
foundation for greater self- and mutual understanding and eventual historical reconciliation in the
region. This book will be essential reading for students and scholars of Asian history, Asian
education and international relations in East Asia.

japanese history textbooks: A History of Japan K. Henshall, 2015-12-17 In a rare
combination of comprehensive coverage and sustained critical focus, this book examines Japanese
history in its entirety to identify the factors underlying the nation's progression to superpower.
Japan's achievement is explained not merely in economic terms, but at a more fundamental level, as
a product of historical patterns of response to circumstance. Japan is shown to be a nation
historically impelled by a pragmatic determination to succeed. The book also highlights unresolved
questions and little-known facts.

japanese history textbooks: Japan in World History James L. Huffman, 2010-02-04 Japan in
World History ranges from Japan's prehistoric interactions with Korea and China, to the Western
challenge of the late 1500s, the partial isolation under the Tokugawa family (1600-1868), and the
tumultuous interactions of more recent times, when Japan modernized ferociously, turned
imperialist, lost a world war, then became the world's second largest economy--and its greatest
foreign aid donor. Writing in a lively fashion, Huffman makes rich use of primary sources,
illustrating events with comments by the people who lived through them: tellers of ancient myths,
court women who dominated the early literary world, cynical priests who damned medieval
materialism, travelers who marveled at indecent Western ballroom dancers in the mid-1800s, and
the emperor who justified Pearl Harbor. Without ignoring standard political and military events, the
book illuminates economic, social, and cultural factors; it also examines issues of gender as well as
the roles of commoners, samurai, business leaders, novelists, and priests.

japanese history textbooks: Turning Points in Japanese History Bert Edstrom, 2013-12-16
So-called 'turning points' or 'defining moments' are both the oxygen and grid lines that historians
and researchers seek in plotting the path of social and political development of any country. In the
case of Japan, the ninth Conference of the European Association of Japanese Studies provided a
unique opportunity for leading scholars of Japanese history, politics and international relations to
offer an outstanding menu of 'turning points' (many addressed for the first time), over 20 of which
are included here. Thematically, the book is divided into sections, including Medieval and Early
Modern Japan, Japan and the West, Contested Constructs in the Study of Tokugawa and Meiji Japan,
Aspects of Modern Japanese Foreign Policy, and Democracy and Monarchy in Post-War Japan.

japanese history textbooks: The Making of the "Rape of Nanking" : History and Memory in
Japan, China, and the United States Takashi Yoshida Assistant Professor of History Western
Michigan University, 2006-02-24 On December 13, 1937, the Japanese army attacked and captured
the Chinese capital city of Nanjing, planting the rising-sun flag atop the city's outer walls. What



occurred in the ensuing weeks and months has been the source of a tempestuous debate ever since.
It is well known that the Japanese military committed wholesale atrocities after the fall of the city,
massacring large numbers of Chinese during the both the Battle of Nanjing and in its aftermath. Yet
the exact details of the war crimes--how many people were killed during the battle? How many after?
How many women were raped? Were prisoners executed? How unspeakable were the acts
committed?--are the source of controversy among Japanese, Chinese, and American historians to this
day. In The Making of the Rape of Nanking Takashi Yoshida examines how views of the Nanjing
Massacre have evolved in history writing and public memory in Japan, China, and the United States.
For these nations, the question of how to treat the legacy of Nanjing--whether to deplore it, sanitize
it, rationalize it, or even ignore it--has aroused passions revolving around ethics, nationality, and
historical identity. Drawing on a rich analysis of Chinese, Japanese, and American history textbooks
and newspapers, Yoshida traces the evolving--and often conflicting--understandings of the Nanjing
Massacre, revealing how changing social and political environments have influenced the debate.
Yoshida suggests that, from the 1970s on, the dispute over Nanjing has become more lively, more
globalized, and immeasurably more intense, due in part to Japanese revisionist history and a
renewed emphasis on patriotic education in China. While today it is easy to assume that the Nanjing
Massacre has always been viewed as an emblem of Japan's wartime aggression in China, the image
of the Rape of Nanking is a much more recent icon in public consciousness. Takashi Yoshida
analyzes the process by which the Nanjing Massacre has become an international symbol, and
provides a fair and respectful treatment of the politically charged and controversial debate over its
history.

japanese history textbooks: School History Textbooks across Cultures Jason Nicholls,
2006-05-15 What do school history textbooks mean in the contemporary world? What issues and
debates surround their history and production, their distribution and use across cultures? This
volume brings together articles by authors from the United States, Italy, Japan, Germany, France,
Russia and England, each piece drawing attention to a series of fascinating yet highly specific
national debates. In this collection, perspectives on the place and purpose of school history
textbooks are shown to differ across space and time. For the student or scholar of comparative
education this compilation raises important methodological questions concerning the grounds and
parameters upon which it is possible to make comparisons.

japanese history textbooks: Censoring History Laura E. Hein, Mark Selden, 2016-09-16
Considering the great influence textbooks have as interpreters of history, politics and culture to
future generations of citizens, it is no surprise that they generate considerable controversy.
Focusing largely on textbook treatment of lingering - and sometimes explosive - tensions originating
in World War II, Censoring History addresses issues of textbook nationalism in historical and
comparative perspective. Discussions include Japan's Comfort Women and the Nanjing Massacre;
Nazi genocide against the Jews, Gypsies, Catholics and others; Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the
Indochina wars. The essays address controversies over textbook content around the globe: How and
why do specific representations of war evolve? What are the international and national forces
affecting how textbook writers, publishers and state censors depict the past? How do these forces
differ from country to country? Other comparative essays analyze nationalist and war controversies
in German, US and Chinese textbook debates.

japanese history textbooks: The Evolution of Japanese History Textbooks Justin Biggers, 2002

japanese history textbooks: Status Power Isa Ducke, 2002 This book examines recent
developments in Japanese-Korean relations. Its aim is to show how soft issues like history
consciousness or national identity have an impact on concrete policy decisions including security or
economic matters which are traditionally considered more substantial foeign policy issues. The
author develops the concept of status as based on either prestige of on a positive reputation, or
moral authority. Cases studies illustrate the mechanisms in which status power is used for other
ends, also in the policy areas of economy and security.

japanese history textbooks: Japan’s Response to History Problems Karol Zakowski,



2025-05-23 This book examines the decision-making processes behind the formulation and evolution
of the Japanese government’s official stance regarding diplomatic problems connected with the
history of Japan’s territorial expansionism in East Asia. Based on neoclassical realism and historical
institutionalism, this book analyzes to what extent Japan’s reaction to history problems complied
with external pressures and to what extent it was modified by domestic-level variables. Particular
attention is paid to the ideological leanings of key decision makers as well as their position against
veto players, such as ruling party decision-making bodies, Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) factions,
cabinet members, coalition parties, and ministerial bureaucrats. Through four case studies -
apologies for the war of aggression, a history textbook screening system, prime ministerial visits to
the Yasukuni Shrine, and the “comfort women” issue - it reveals which institutional actors
formulated an initial response to issues of history, under what political circumstances Japan'’s official
stance on history problems was shaped and institutionalized, and what methods were utilized by the
revisionists to challenge the status quo. Exploring path-dependent processes that led to the
formulation of a compromise in the Japanese government, this book will appeal to students and
scholars of Japanese Politics, Asian Studies, International Studies, and Political Science.

japanese history textbooks: Designing History in East Asian Textbooks Gotelind Mueller,
2011-02-01 This book analyses the efforts throughout East Asia to deploy education for purposes of
political socialization, and in particular in order to shape notions of identity. The chapters also
examine the trend of ‘common textbook initiatives’, which have recently emerged in East Asia with
the aim of helping to defuse tensions arguably fuelled by existing practices of mutual
(mis)representation. These are analysed in relation to the East Asian political context, and compared
with previous and ongoing endeavours in other parts of the world, particularly Europe, which have
been keenly observed by East Asian practitioners. Written by a group of international education
experts, chapters discuss the enduring focus on the role of curricula in inculcating homogenous
visions of the national self, and indeed homogenized visions of significant 'others'. Including
contributions from scholars and curriculum developers involved personally in the writing of national
and multi-national history textbooks this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Asian
education, Asian history and comparative education studies. Gotelind Muller is Professor of Chinese
Studies, University of Heidelberg, Germany

japanese history textbooks: On the Persistence of the Japanese History Problem Hitomi
Koyama, 2018-06-13 In Japan, people often refer to August 15, 1945 as the end of that war. But the
duration of that war remains vague. At times, it refers to the fifteen years of war in the Asia-Pacific.
At others, it refers to an imagination of the century long struggle between the East and the West
that characterized much of the 19th century. This latter dramatization in particular reinforces
longstanding Eurocentric and Orientalist discourses about historical development that presume the
non-West lacks historical agency. Nearly 75 years since the nominal end of the war, Japan’s history
problem - a term invoking the nation’s inability to come to terms with its imperial past - persists
throughout Asia today. Going beyond well-worn clichés about the state’s use and abuse of discourses
of historical modernity, Koyama shows how the inability to confront the debris of empire is tethered
to the deferral of agency to a hegemonic order centered on the United States. The present is thus a
moment one stitched between the disavowal of responsibility on the one hand, and the necessity of
becoming a proper subject of history on the other. Behind this seeming impasse lay questions about
how to imagine the state as the subject of history in a postcolonial moment - after grand narratives,
after patriotism, and after triumphalism.

japanese history textbooks: Discourses of Globalisation, and the Politics of History School
Textbooks Joseph Zajda, 2022-08-19 This book focuses on discourses of the politics of history
education and history textbooks. It offers a new insight into understanding of the nexus between
ideology, the state, and nation-building, as depicted in history education and school textbooks. It
especially focuses on the interpretation of social and political change, significant events, looking for
possible biases and omissions, leadership and the contribution of key individuals, and continuities.
The book discusses various aspects of historical narratives, and some selected key events in defining



identity and nation-building. It considers the role of historiography in dominant historical narratives.
It analyses history education, in both local and global settings, and its significance in promoting
values education and intercultural and global understanding. It is argued that historical narratives
add pedagogies, grounded in constructivist, metacognitive and transformational paradigms, have the
power to engage the learner in significant and meaningful learning experiences, informed by
multiple discourses of our historical narratives and those of other nations.

japanese history textbooks: Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese History Sven
Saaler, Christopher W. A. Szpilman, 2017-10-16 The Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese
History is a concise overview of modern Japanese history from the middle of the nineteenth century
until the end of the twentieth century. Written by a group of international historians, each an
authority in his or her field, the book covers modern Japanese history in an accessible yet
comprehensive manner. The subjects featured in the book range from the development of the
political system and matters of international relations, to social and economic history and gender
issues, to post-war discussions about modern Japan’s historical trajectory and its wartime past.
Divided into thematic parts, the sections include: Nation, empire and borders Ideologies and the
political system Economy and society Historical legacies and memory Each chapter outlines
important historiographical debates and controversies, summarizes the latest developments in the
field, and identifies research topics that have not yet received sufficient scholarly attention. As such,
the book will be useful to students and scholars of Japanese history, Asian history and Asian Studies.

japanese history textbooks: Manga and the Representation of Japanese History Roman
Rosenbaum, 2013 This edited collection explores how graphic art and in particular Japanese manga
represent Japanese history. The articles explore the representation of history in manga from
disciplines that include such diverse fields as literary studies, politics, history, cultural studies,
linguistics, narratology, and semiotics. Despite this diversity of approaches all academics from these
respective fields of study agree that manga pose a peculiarly contemporary appeal that transcends
the limitation imposed by traditional approaches to the study and teaching of history. The
representation of history via manga in Japan has a long and controversial historiographical
dimension. Thereby manga and by extension graphic art in Japanese culture has become one of the
world's most powerful modes of expressing contemporary historical verisimilitude. The contributors
to this volume elaborate how manga and by extension graphic art rewrites, reinvents and
re-imagines the historicity and dialectic of bygone epochs in postwar and contemporary Japan.
Manga and the Representation of Japanese History will be of interest to students and scholars of
Asian studies, Asian history, Japanese culture and society, as well as art and visual culture
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