
online textbooks for free

online textbooks for free have become a vital resource for students and educators alike in today's

digital age. With the rising costs of education, many are seeking alternatives to expensive traditional

textbooks. This article explores various platforms and resources that offer free online textbooks, their

advantages, and how to access them. Additionally, we will discuss the importance of these resources

in promoting equitable education, the types of subjects available, and tips for utilizing these textbooks

effectively. By the end, you will have a comprehensive understanding of how to find and use online

textbooks for free to enhance your learning experience.
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The Importance of Online Textbooks

Online textbooks provide significant advantages over traditional printed materials. They are easily

accessible, often available at no cost, and can be updated frequently to ensure the latest information.

This digital transition not only reduces the financial burden on students but also promotes a more

sustainable approach to education by reducing paper waste.

Moreover, online textbooks can be accessed from various devices such as laptops, tablets, and

smartphones, giving students the flexibility to study anywhere and anytime. The convenience of having

multiple resources at their fingertips allows learners to engage with the material more interactively and

diversely.

Additionally, the availability of free online textbooks contributes to the democratization of education.

Students from different socioeconomic backgrounds can access quality educational materials,

regardless of their financial situation. This accessibility fosters a more inclusive learning environment

where all students can thrive.

Sources for Online Textbooks for Free

There are numerous sources available for finding online textbooks at no cost. These platforms host a

variety of texts across multiple disciplines, making it easier for students to find the materials they need.

Below are some of the most reputable sources for free online textbooks:

OpenStax: A nonprofit educational initiative that provides free, peer-reviewed, openly licensed

textbooks, which are available in multiple formats.

Project Gutenberg: A digital library offering over 60,000 free eBooks, including a selection of



textbooks across various subjects.

Google Books: An extensive platform where users can preview and read textbooks, and in some

cases, access them for free.

Internet Archive: This nonprofit library offers millions of free books, including a vast collection of

academic textbooks.

National Academies Press: Provides free access to thousands of reports and books on scientific

and technical subjects.

Each of these platforms has unique features and offerings that cater to different learning needs and

preferences. By exploring these resources, students can find a vast array of academic materials

without incurring additional costs.

Types of Subjects Available

Free online textbooks cover a wide range of subjects, catering to various academic disciplines. Here

are some of the most commonly available subjects:

Mathematics: Textbooks ranging from basic arithmetic to advanced calculus and statistics.

Science: Courses in biology, chemistry, physics, and environmental science.

Social Sciences: Materials covering psychology, sociology, economics, and political science.

Humanities: Literature, history, philosophy, and arts textbooks.



Engineering: Resources on civil, mechanical, electrical, and computer engineering.

These subjects are essential for various educational paths, and the availability of free resources

ensures that students can access quality materials regardless of their area of study. Furthermore, the

diversity of subjects allows learners to explore interdisciplinary connections, enhancing their

educational experience.

How to Effectively Use Free Online Textbooks

While accessing online textbooks for free is beneficial, knowing how to use them effectively is crucial

for maximizing their potential. Here are some tips for students to get the most out of their online

textbook experience:

Utilize Search Functions: Most online textbooks come with search features that allow students to

quickly locate specific topics or terms.

Take Notes: Just like with traditional textbooks, taking notes while reading can enhance

comprehension and retention of the material.

Engage with Interactive Features: Some online textbooks include videos, quizzes, and interactive

exercises that can reinforce learning.

Organize Study Materials: Keep track of important chapters and sections by bookmarking or

saving links to frequently used resources.

Join Online Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can provide additional insights and help

clarify complex concepts found in the textbooks.



By following these strategies, students can enhance their learning experience and ensure they are fully

benefiting from the wealth of knowledge available in free online textbooks.

Challenges and Considerations

Despite the many advantages, there are also challenges and considerations when using online

textbooks for free. One major issue is the digital divide; not all students have reliable internet access

or suitable devices for reading online materials. This disparity can hinder the effectiveness of online

resources, particularly in underserved communities.

Additionally, the quality of free online textbooks may vary. While some resources are peer-reviewed

and highly credible, others may lack proper academic rigor. It is essential for students to critically

evaluate the sources they choose to ensure they are using reliable and accurate information.

Furthermore, the format of online textbooks can sometimes be less user-friendly than print versions.

Issues such as screen fatigue and the difficulty of navigating long texts can affect the learning

experience. Students should be mindful of these potential drawbacks and seek out formats that work

best for them, whether that be PDF downloads, ePub formats, or interactive web-based texts.

Conclusion

In summary, online textbooks for free are an invaluable resource for students seeking to enhance their

educational journey without the financial burden of traditional textbooks. With numerous sources

available and a wide range of subjects covered, students can find the materials they need to succeed

academically. By utilizing effective strategies and remaining aware of the challenges, learners can

make the most of these free resources. The movement toward accessible education is gaining



momentum, and free online textbooks play a crucial role in this transformation.

FAQ

Q: Where can I find online textbooks for free?

A: You can find online textbooks for free on platforms like OpenStax, Project Gutenberg, Google

Books, and the Internet Archive, which offer a wide range of academic materials across various

subjects.

Q: Are free online textbooks reliable?

A: While many free online textbooks are peer-reviewed and credible, it's essential to evaluate the

source's quality and academic rigor to ensure the information is accurate.

Q: Can I download free online textbooks?

A: Yes, many platforms offer downloadable formats such as PDF or ePub, allowing you to access

textbooks offline for convenience.

Q: What subjects are covered in free online textbooks?

A: Free online textbooks cover a variety of subjects including mathematics, science, social sciences,

humanities, and engineering, catering to diverse educational needs.

Q: How can I effectively use free online textbooks for studying?

A: To effectively use free online textbooks, utilize search functions, take notes, engage with interactive



features, organize your study materials, and consider joining online study groups.

Q: Is there a downside to using online textbooks?

A: Some downsides include potential issues with internet access, screen fatigue, and varying quality of

resources. It's important to choose reliable sources and formats that suit your learning style.

Q: How do online textbooks promote equitable education?

A: Online textbooks provide free access to educational materials, enabling students from various

socioeconomic backgrounds to obtain quality resources, thereby promoting a more inclusive learning

environment.

Q: Are there any specific platforms recommended for textbooks in

STEM subjects?

A: Yes, platforms like OpenStax and the National Academies Press offer excellent resources

specifically tailored for STEM subjects, ensuring comprehensive coverage and academic integrity.

Q: Can I find textbooks for high school courses online for free?

A: Yes, many of the resources mentioned, such as OpenStax, also cater to high school curriculum

needs, providing free access to relevant textbooks for secondary education.

Q: What are some tips for overcoming challenges when using online

textbooks?

A: To overcome challenges, ensure reliable internet access, choose user-friendly formats, take regular

breaks to avoid screen fatigue, and critically evaluate the quality of the textbooks you use.
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http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-002/files?dataid=QOQ00-0129&title=armstrong-bus
iness-solutions.pdf

  online textbooks for free: The 2011 Guide to Free Or Nearly-Free E-Books , 2011 One of the
problems which face all librarians adding e-books to their collections is that of bibliographic control:
there is no legal deposit for e-books and consequently there is no single place from which new titles
can be found. If this is true of commercially published e-books, it is most certainly also true of free
e-books... and there are many thousands of free e-books available over the Internet, many of which
are of a quality such that librarians might wish to have them in their collections. The 2011 Guide to
Free or Nearly-Free e-Books is offered as a tool for librarians and others involved in book selection
(e.g. teachers in schools) in all sectors - school, further and higher education, public and special
libraries - to facilitate easy access to free e-books and e-book collections which can enhance their
digital library.
  online textbooks for free: Free Kindle Books Online: The Ultimate Guide to Creating Your Own
Free Kindle Library ,
  online textbooks for free: The Digital Reader Terence W. Cavanaugh, 2006 The rapidly
increasing availability and low cost of e-book technology make it perfect for schools and educators
looking to expand their resources for readers. This book introduces the unique features that have
established e-books as a powerful, effective learning tool for all grade levels and for special needs
students. It includes descriptions and illustrations of the most popular e-book platforms and
programs, as well as dozens of practical ideas for using e-books for reading instruction, personal
productivity, and curricular enrichment. Brimming with interactive lesson ideas, teaching tips, and
online resources, this book is a must-have for teachers in all content areas and library media
specialists. Descriptions of the most popular and affordable e-book devices, software, and content
for educators Guidelines for accessing the free digital library resources available on the Web and for
creating your own e-books using basic software tools Strategies for using the annotation, reference,
and hypertext capabilities of electronic text to promote active reading.
  online textbooks for free: Build a Website for Free Mark William Bell, 2010-11-09 Build
yourself a state-of-the-art website. It’s incredibly easy...and it won’t cost you a dime! You need a
website. But you don’t need the hassles that usually go with building one or the expense of hiring
someone else to do it. Here’s your solution: Build a Website for Free! You’ll learn how you can use
new Web 2.0 technologies to create a site that’s impressive and effective. And here’s the best part:
You’ll do it all with software and tools that won’t cost you a dime! Plan, organize, and design a site
that really works, using tools you can find for free Discover the simple secrets of writing pages
people want to read Adapt your site for easy viewing on mobile devices Use video on your site—and
get someone else to pay for hosting it Add an easy-to-update blog and start building your own web
community Quickly and easily handle “nuts and bolts” tasks, from getting your site name to
uploading your content Get your site picked up by Google, Yahoo!, and other search engines
  online textbooks for free: Online Teaching at Its Best Linda B. Nilson, Ludwika A. Goodson,
2021-05-13 Bring pedagogy and cognitive science to online learning environments Online Teaching
at Its Best: Merging Instructional Design with Teaching and Learning Research, 2nd Edition, is the
scholarly resource for online learning that faculty, instructional designers, and administrators have
raved about. This book addresses course design, teaching, and student motivation across the

http://www.speargroupllc.com/textbooks-suggest-003/Book?docid=eQA36-4547&title=online-textbooks-for-free.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-002/files?dataid=QOQ00-0129&title=armstrong-business-solutions.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-002/files?dataid=QOQ00-0129&title=armstrong-business-solutions.pdf


continuum of online teaching modes—remote, hybrid, hyflex, and fully online—integrating these with
pedagogical and cognitive science, and grounding its recommendations in the latest research. The
book will help you design or redesign your courses to ensure strong course alignment and effective
student learning in any of these teaching modes. Its emphasis on evidence-based practices makes
this one of the most scholarly books of its kind on the market today. This new edition features
significant new content including more active learning formats for small groups across the online
teaching continuum, strategies and tools for scripting and recording effective micro-lectures, ways
to integrate quiz items within micro-lectures, more conferencing software and techniques to add
interactivity, and a guide for rapid transition from face-to-face to online teaching. You’ll also find
updated examples, references, and quotes to reflect more evolved technology. Adopt new
pedagogical techniques designed specifically for remote, hybrid, hyflex, and fully online learning
environments Ensure strong course alignment and effective student learning for all these modes of
instruction Increase student retention, build necessary support structures, and train faculty more
effectively Integrate research-based course design and cognitive psychology into graduate or
undergraduate programs Distance is no barrier to a great education. Online Teaching at Its Best
provides practical, real-world advice grounded in educational and psychological science to help
online instructors, instructional designers, and administrators deliver an exceptional learning
experience even under emergency conditions.
  online textbooks for free: Free Chris Anderson, 2009-06-22 The online economy offers
challenges to traditional businesses as well as incredible opportunities. Chris Anderson makes the
compelling case that in many instances businesses can succeed best by giving away more than they
charge for. Known as Freemium, this combination of free and paid is emerging as one of the most
powerful digital business models. In Free, Chris Anderson explores this radical idea for the new
global economy and demonstrates how it can be harnessed for the benefit of consumers and
businesses alike. In the twenty-first century, Free is more than just a promotional gimmick: It's a
business strategy that is essential to a company's successful future.
  online textbooks for free: Open Educational Resources in Higher Education Jako Olivier,
Andreas Rambow, 2023-02-07 This book explores open educational resources and open education
through research conducted on this topic globally. This book engages with intersections between
open educational resources, social justice and equality, as well as policy in terms of open educational
resources. Numerous examples of open praxis are also included, ranging from open educational
resources courses to the affordances of artificial intelligence, data-driven learning, and open
textbooks in this context. Furthermore, chapters range from providing a broad overview of open
educational resources international and regional initiatives in Africa, to cases of work done in the
United States, New Zealand, Israel, and Hong Kong. The role of Wikipedia and Wikidata is also
prominent. Finally, this book includes unique contributions, focusing on open educational resources
and feminist pedagogy, as well as disabled learners’ motivations for participating in Massive Open
Online Courses (MOOCs). Academics and researchers working in the field of open education and
higher education in general will understand the importance of this work.
  online textbooks for free: Libraries Supporting Online Learning Christina D. Mune,
2020-10-07 Using practical examples from librarians in the field, this book lays out current issues in
online learning and teaches librarians how to adapt a variety of library services—including
instruction, reference, and collection development—to online education. Recent studies highlighting
the challenges faced by online learners show that skills librarians are uniquely qualified to teach,
such as information and digital literacy and source evaluation, can improve academic performance
in online courses and enhance the online learning experience. Just as embedded librarianship was
developed to answer the needs of online courses when they emerged in the early 2000s, online
learning librarian Christina Mune now teaches online librarianship as a set of realistic strategies for
serving a variety of online education models. Each chapter of Libraries Supporting Online Learning
addresses a different strategy for supporting online students and/or faculty, with all strategies
derived from real-world practices. Librarians will find information on best practices for creating



digital literacy tutorials and dynamic content, providing patrons with open access and open
educational resources, helping patrons to avoid copyright issues, promoting peer-to-peer learning
and resource sharing, posting to social media, and developing scalable reference services. The tools
and practical examples in this book will be useful for all educators interested in increasing the
efficacy of online learning.
  online textbooks for free: Takeaways from Teaching through a Pandemic Katherine Seaton,
Birgit Loch, Elizabeth Lugosi, 2024-02-01 In this insightful volume, more than 50 educators from 4
continents outline thoughtful and intentional innovations of lasting value made in their teaching of
tertiary mathematics and statistics, in response to COVID -19 pandemic-related campus closures.
The examples given in 20 practical chapters fall into three themes: utilization of relevant
technologies, discipline-appropriate assessment alternatives, and support for learning and
engagement. The first theme explored is the utilization of the affordances of communications
technology and mathematical software and online tools, to create learning resources and activities
for virtual classrooms. The second theme is the design of sound assessment alternatives, together
with the associated issue of maintaining academic integrity, in disciplines accustomed to established
question styles and face-to-face exams. Finally, a range of activities to encourage engagement and
support learning and teaching, both online and as campuses re-opened, is described. Due to their
ongoing relevance and benefits for tertiary mathematics education, be that of pre-service teachers,
engineers or mathematics majors, the examples found in these 20 practical chapters are ‘takeaways’
or ‘keepers’. This book was originally published as a special issue of International Journal of
Mathematical Education in Science and Technology.
  online textbooks for free: Teaching Business, Technical and Academic Writing Online
and Onsite Sarbani Sen Vengadasalam, 2021-06-02 This book grows out of the insights and
proficiencies gained through teaching undergraduate and graduate students in onsite, online, and
blended formats for almost three decades. Using a practitioner focus, it proffers best practices
utilized and validated during the process of successfully instructing students in writing their
scientific or technical proposals, professional or business reports, and academic papers or doctoral
dissertations at premier American universities. The book guides facilitators through syllabus
creation, discussion management, and open educational resources use, while specifically offering
strategies and support to the underserved online writing teachers who utilize multimedia materials
and virtual discussions in learning management systems to reach out to students. Also, insider
insights and specialist knowledge on using visual creation tools and open educational resources are
shared. The text is a must-have handbook for undergraduate and graduate teachers, and particularly
fills the need for a helpful sourcebook for remote teaching in a post-COVID world.
  online textbooks for free: Digital Learning: The Key Concepts Frank Rennie, Keith Smyth,
2019-07-04 The new edition of Digital Learning: The Key Concepts is the perfect reference for
anyone seeking to navigate the myriad of named concepts, approaches, issues and technologies
associated with digital learning. Key terms are explained succinctly, making this book ideal to dip
into for a quick answer, or to read from cover-to-cover, in order to gain a mastery of how digital
concepts fit within the world of education. Fully updated to include important developments in
digital practice and technology in education over the last ten years, this book takes the reader from
A to Z through a range of relevant topics including: • Course design • Digital scholarship • Learning
design • Open education • Personal learning environments • Social media and social networking.
Ideal as an introductory guide, or as a reference book for ongoing referral, this quick-to-use and
comprehensive guide is fully crossreferenced and complete with suggestions for further reading and
exploration, making it an essential resource for anyone looking to extend their understanding of
digital practices, techniques and pedagogic concepts.
  online textbooks for free: The No Shelf Required Guide to E-book Purchasing Sue Polanka,
2011-12 Library Technology Reports vol. 47 no.8 According to recent studies, e-book penetration in
libraries of all types is rising rapidly. Creating or expanding an e-book collection is a complicated
challenge. In addition to facing the same challenges a librarian would face in developing a print



collection, librarians developing an e-book collection also face a host of unprecendented legal,
technological, and vendor challenges. This issue of Library Technology Reports will examine these
challenges, focusing on strategies for purchasing e-books in a consortium, working with vendors,
implementing e-reader programs in an academic environment, and purchasing electronic textbooks.
Although the challenges are significant, this issue will show how they can be overcome and how the
effort it takes to develop an e-book collection is well worth the effort.
  online textbooks for free: The Big Book of Technology for Educators ,
  online textbooks for free: Data Science Foundations Tools and Techniques Michael
Freeman, Joel Ross, 2018-11-23 The Foundational Hands-On Skills You Need to Dive into Data
Science “Freeman and Ross have created the definitive resource for new and aspiring data scientists
to learn foundational programming skills.” –From the foreword by Jared Lander, series editor Using
data science techniques, you can transform raw data into actionable insights for domains ranging
from urban planning to precision medicine. Programming Skills for Data Science brings together all
the foundational skills you need to get started, even if you have no programming or data science
experience. Leading instructors Michael Freeman and Joel Ross guide you through installing and
configuring the tools you need to solve professional-level data science problems, including the
widely used R language and Git version-control system. They explain how to wrangle your data into
a form where it can be easily used, analyzed, and visualized so others can see the patterns you’ve
uncovered. Step by step, you’ll master powerful R programming techniques and troubleshooting
skills for probing data in new ways, and at larger scales. Freeman and Ross teach through practical
examples and exercises that can be combined into complete data science projects. Everything’s
focused on real-world application, so you can quickly start analyzing your own data and getting
answers you can act upon. Learn to Install your complete data science environment, including R and
RStudio Manage projects efficiently, from version tracking to documentation Host, manage, and
collaborate on data science projects with GitHub Master R language fundamentals: syntax,
programming concepts, and data structures Load, format, explore, and restructure data for
successful analysis Interact with databases and web APIs Master key principles for visualizing data
accurately and intuitively Produce engaging, interactive visualizations with ggplot and other R
packages Transform analyses into sharable documents and sites with R Markdown Create
interactive web data science applications with Shiny Collaborate smoothly as part of a data science
team Register your book for convenient access to downloads, updates, and/or corrections as they
become available. See inside book for details.
  online textbooks for free: Cents and Sustainability Cheryl Desha, Charlie Hargroves, Michael
Harrison Smith, 2010-09-23 Cents and Sustainability is a clear-sighted response to the 1987 call by
Dr Gro Brundtland in Our Common Future to achieve a new era of economic growth that is 'forceful
and at the same time socially and environmentally sustainable'. The Brundtland Report argued that
not only was it achievable, but that it was an urgent imperative in order to achieve a transition to
sustainable development while significantly reducing poverty and driving 'clean and green'
investment. With some still arguing for significantly slowing economic growth in order to reduce
pressures on the environment, this new book, Cents and Sustainability, shows that it is possible to
reconcile the need for economic growth and environmental sustainability through a strategy to
decouple economic growth from environmental pressures, combined with a renewed commitment to
achieve significant environmental restoration and poverty reduction. Beginning with a brief
overview of some of the most pressing environmental challenges of our time, the book then explains
'decoupling theory', overviews a number of factors that can undermine and even block efforts to
decouple in both developed and developing countries, and then discusses a number of key
considerations to assist the development of national 'decoupling strategies'. The book then focuses
on presenting evidence to support greater action, not just on climate change, but also on decoupling
economic growth from the loss of biodiversity and the deterioration of natural systems, freshwater
extraction, waste production, and air pollution. In the lead up to the 2012 United Nations Earth
Summit and beyond, Cents and Sustainability will be a crucial guide to inform and assist nations to



develop strategies to significantly reduce environmental pressures, strengthen their economy, create
jobs and reduce poverty. 'I commend the team from The Natural Edge Project and their partners for
undertaking to develop a response to 'Our Common Future' to mark its 20th anniversary.' Dr Gro
Brundtland. Sequel to The Natural Advantage of Nations Published with The Natural Edge Project
  online textbooks for free: Christian Writers' Market Guide 2008 Sally Stuart, 2009-02-25
The Resource Guide to Getting Published A unique guide to publishing for Christian readers, the
Christian Writers’ Market Guide 2008 offers the most proven and comprehensive collection of ideas,
resources, and contact information to the industry. For more than twenty years, the Christian
Writers’ Market Guide has delivered indispensable help to Christian writers, from a CD-ROM of the
full text of the book so you can easily search for topics, publishers, and other specific names; to
up-to-date listings of more than 1,200 markets for books, articles, stories, poetry, and greeting
cards, including forty-three new book publishers, fifty-one new periodicals, and fifteen new literary
agencies. Perfect for writers in every phase, this is the resource you need to get noticed–and
published. “An indispensable tool. The reference you have to buy.” Writers’ Journal “Essential for
anyone seeking to be published in the Christian community.” The Midwest Book Review “Stands out
from the rest with its wealth of information and helpful hints.” Book Reviews for Church Librarians
Completely updated and revised the Guide features more than… 1,200 markets for the written word
* 675 periodicals * 405 book publishers * 240 poetry markets * 114 card and specialty markets * 37
e-book publishers * 120 literary agents * 332 photography markets * 98 foreign markets * 98
newspapers * 53 print-on-demand publishers * writers’ conferences and groups * pay rates and
submission guidelines * more resources and tools for all types of writing and related topics.
  online textbooks for free: Free Agent Learning Julie A. Evans, 2022-10-11 Explore how
students are disrupting education by using digital resources to support self-direct learning Free
Agent Learning: Leveraging Students' Self-Directed Learning to Transform K-12 Education explores
an emerging cohort of students that are self-directing their learning around interest-driven topics,
the tools they're using to scaffold these experiences, and their motivations for these out-of-school
learning behaviors. Readers will find new insights and frameworks for effectively leveraging the
lived experiences of their students and transforming their schools' cultures, norms and practices. In
this book, readers will learn how education leaders can translate a newly emerged understanding
about students' self-directed learning into actionable knowledge to improve teaching and learning
Free Agent Learners also offers: Info dispelling the myth that real learning only happens in a
classroom Discussions of how modern students are using digital tools, content, and resources for
purposeful learning outside of teacher direction or sponsorship Actionable tips and accessible
strategies for the use of the Free Agent Learner Ecosystem to support school improvement Perfect
for K-12 school and district administrators and decision-makers, Free Agent Learners is an
eye-opening read for anyone involved in the education of primary and secondary school students.
  online textbooks for free: The New Digital Shoreline Roger McHaney, 2023-07-03 Two seismic
forces beyond our control – the advent of Web 2.0 and the inexorable influx of tech-savvy Millennials
on campus – are shaping what Roger McHaney calls “The New Digital Shoreline” of higher
education. Failure to chart its contours, and adapt, poses a major threat to higher education as we
know it.These forces demand that we as educators reconsider the learning theories, pedagogies, and
practices on which we have depended, and modify our interactions with students and peers—all
without sacrificing good teaching, or lowering standards, to improve student outcomes. Achieving
these goals requires understanding how the indigenous population of this new shoreline is different.
These students aren’t necessarily smarter or technologically superior, but they do have different
expectations. Their approaches to learning are shaped by social networking and other forms of
convenient, computer-enabled and mobile communication devices; by instant access to an
over-abundance of information; by technologies that have conferred the ability to personalize and
customize their world to a degree never seen before; and by time-shifting and time-slicing.As well as
understanding students’ assumptions and expectations, we have no option but to familiarize
ourselves with the characteristics and applications of Web 2.0—essentially a new mind set about



how to use Internet technologies around the concepts of social computing, social media, content
sharing, filtering, and user experience.Roger McHaney not only deftly analyzes how Web 2.0 is
shaping the attitudes and motivations of today’s students, but guides us through the topography of
existing and emerging digital media, environments, applications, platforms and devices – not least
the impact of e-readers and tablets on the future of the textbook – and the potential they have for
disrupting teacher-student relationships; and, if appropriately used, for engaging students in their
learning.This book argues for nothing less than a reinvention of higher education to meet these new
realities. Just adding technology to our teaching practices will not suffice. McHaney calls for a
complete rethinking of our practice of teaching to meet the needs of this emerging world and
envisioning ourselves as connected, co-learners with our students.
  online textbooks for free: Free and Open Source Software for E-Learning: Issues, Successes
and Challenges Czerkawski, Betul �zkan, 2010-08-31 This book reviews open and free software used
in e-learning, examines the pedagogy behind FOSS and how it is applied to e-learning, and discusses
the best practices for FOSS through real world examples, providing guidelines for e-learning
designers and instructors who use FOSS--Provided by publisher.
  online textbooks for free: Books in the Digital Age John B. Thompson, 2013-10-21 The book
publishing industry is going through a period of profound and turbulent change brought about in
part by the digital revolution. What is the role of the book in an age preoccupied with computers and
the internet? How has the book publishing industry been transformed by the economic and
technological upheavals of recent years, and how is it likely to change in the future? This is the first
major study of the book publishing industry in Britain and the United States for more than two
decades. Thompson focuses on academic and higher education publishing and analyses the evolution
of these sectors from 1980 to the present. He shows that each sector is characterized by its own
distinctive ‘logic’ or dynamic of change, and that by reconstructing this logic we can understand the
problems, challenges and opportunities faced by publishing firms today. He also shows that the
digital revolution has had, and continues to have, a profound impact on the book publishing
business, although the real impact of this revolution has little to do with the ebook scenarios
imagined by many commentators. Books in the Digital Age will become a standard work on the
publishing industry at the beginning of the 21st century. It will be of great interest to students
taking courses in the sociology of culture, media and cultural studies, and publishing. It will also be
of great value to professionals in the publishing industry, educators and policy makers, and to
anyone interested in books and their future.
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