
korean school textbooks

korean school textbooks play a crucial role in the education system of South Korea, shaping the

academic landscape for students from elementary through high school. These textbooks are

meticulously designed to meet national curriculum standards, ensuring that learners acquire the

necessary knowledge and skills. In this article, we will explore various aspects of Korean school

textbooks, including their history, structure, types, and the impact they have on education. Additionally,

we will discuss the latest trends in educational resources and how digital transformations are

influencing traditional textbook usage. This comprehensive examination will provide valuable insights

for educators, students, and parents alike.
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Overview of Korean School Textbooks

Korean school textbooks are essential components of the South Korean education system, providing

structured content for various subjects. They are designed to align with the national curriculum, which

is overseen by the Ministry of Education. This alignment ensures that all students receive a consistent

quality of education across the country.

These textbooks cover a wide range of subjects including Korean language, mathematics, science,

social studies, and foreign languages. Each textbook is typically produced by private publishing

companies but must undergo rigorous approval processes to ensure compliance with educational

standards. This creates a competitive market where publishers strive to produce the most effective

learning materials.

History of Korean School Textbooks

Early Development

The history of Korean school textbooks can be traced back to the late 19th century when modern

education began to take root in Korea. Initially influenced by Japanese educational practices, textbooks

were primarily focused on rote learning and memorization.

Post-War Reforms

After the Korean War, significant reforms were made to the education system, leading to the

development of new textbooks that emphasized critical thinking and creativity. The government



established a centralized system for the approval of textbooks, which helped standardize content

across schools.

Modern Era

In recent decades, the evolution of Korean school textbooks has been greatly influenced by

globalization and the advent of technology. This has resulted in more diverse content that incorporates

international perspectives while still emphasizing Korean culture and history.

Types of Textbooks

Korean school textbooks can be categorized into several types based on the subjects they cover and

their intended educational level. Understanding these categories can help educators and parents select

the appropriate resources for their children.

Core Textbooks: These are essential for subjects like Korean language, mathematics, and

science. They provide foundational knowledge that students build upon as they progress through

their education.

Supplementary Textbooks: These materials are designed to enhance the core curriculum,

offering additional exercises, practice tests, and in-depth explorations of specific topics.

Reference Books: Often used by teachers and advanced students, reference books include

comprehensive information on subjects, aiding in research and deeper understanding.

Digital Textbooks: With the rise of technology, digital textbooks are becoming increasingly

popular. These interactive resources often include multimedia elements, quizzes, and online



support.

Curriculum Structure

The curriculum structure in South Korea is highly organized, with a clear framework that dictates the

content and learning objectives for each grade level. Korean school textbooks are developed based on

this framework, ensuring that students are prepared for standardized assessments.

Elementary Education

Elementary education in Korea typically covers grades one through six. Textbooks at this level focus

on foundational skills in literacy, numeracy, and social studies, fostering a love for learning among

young students.

Middle and High School Education

Middle and high school textbooks delve deeper into specialized subjects, preparing students for higher

education and future careers. Subjects become more diverse, and students may choose electives that

cater to their interests and career aspirations.

The Role of Digital Resources

In recent years, the integration of digital resources into the educational landscape has changed the



way students interact with textbooks. Digital textbooks offer several advantages over traditional print

materials, including accessibility, interactivity, and up-to-date content.

Benefits of Digital Textbooks

Digital textbooks can enhance the learning experience in various ways:

Interactive Learning: Students can engage with multimedia content, such as videos and

interactive quizzes, which can aid in understanding complex topics.

Constant Updates: Digital resources can be easily updated, ensuring that students have access

to the most current information and educational practices.

Portability: With digital textbooks, students can carry multiple resources on a single device,

making learning more convenient.

Future Trends in Korean Education

The future of Korean school textbooks is likely to be shaped by ongoing technological advances and

changing educational philosophies. The increased emphasis on personalized education and skills

development suggests that textbooks will continue to evolve to meet these needs.

Personalized Learning



As education shifts towards more personalized learning experiences, textbooks may be developed to

cater to individual student needs, allowing for differentiated learning paths based on proficiency and

interest.

Sustainability and Digital Integration

With growing concerns about environmental sustainability, there is a trend towards reducing reliance

on paper textbooks. Schools may increasingly adopt digital platforms to minimize their ecological

footprint while providing effective educational resources.

Conclusion

Korean school textbooks are a vital part of the educational framework in South Korea, supporting the

development of students from elementary through high school. Their evolution reflects broader societal

changes and the increasing integration of technology in learning. As the education landscape

continues to shift, these resources will adapt to meet the needs of future generations, ensuring that

students receive a quality education that prepares them for a globalized world.

Q: What subjects are typically covered in Korean school textbooks?

A: Korean school textbooks cover a variety of subjects including Korean language, mathematics,

science, social studies, and foreign languages, ensuring a comprehensive education for students.

Q: How are Korean school textbooks approved?

A: Textbooks in South Korea must undergo a rigorous approval process by the Ministry of Education to

ensure they meet national curriculum standards before they can be used in schools.



Q: What is the role of digital textbooks in Korean education?

A: Digital textbooks are increasingly used in Korean education, providing interactive learning

experiences, up-to-date content, and greater accessibility for students.

Q: Are there any specific trends influencing Korean school textbooks

today?

A: Yes, trends such as personalized learning, digital integration, and sustainability are influencing the

development and use of Korean school textbooks.

Q: How do supplementary textbooks differ from core textbooks?

A: Supplementary textbooks are designed to enhance core curriculum materials by providing additional

exercises and in-depth explorations, whereas core textbooks cover essential content required for each

subject.

Q: What impact do Korean school textbooks have on student learning?

A: Korean school textbooks significantly impact student learning by providing structured content that

aligns with educational standards, fostering critical thinking, and preparing students for assessments.

Q: What features make digital textbooks advantageous?

A: Digital textbooks offer features such as interactivity, constant updates, and portability, making them

a valuable resource for modern learning environments.



Q: How has the history of Korean school textbooks evolved over time?

A: The history of Korean school textbooks has evolved from early rote learning methods to modern,

comprehensive resources that emphasize critical thinking and creativity, adapting to educational

reforms and technological advancements.

Q: What are reference books, and how are they used in Korean

education?

A: Reference books provide comprehensive information on various subjects and are often used by

teachers and advanced students for research and deeper understanding beyond the core curriculum.

Q: How do textbook publishers ensure quality in Korean school

textbooks?

A: Textbook publishers ensure quality by adhering to national curriculum standards, undergoing

approval processes, and incorporating feedback from educators and experts in the field.
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  korean school textbooks: Integrated Korean Young-mee Yu Cho, Ji-Young Jung, Jeeyoung
Ahn Ha, 2020-11-30 Korean is the seventh most commonly spoken language in the United States,
and Korean heritage students―those with some proficiency in or a cultural connection to the
language through family or community―make up a substantial portion of Korean learners at the
college level. Many schools offer a separate heritage track for learning Korean, but until now there
has been no textbook designed specifically for heritage learners as well as the increasing number of
students from diverse backgrounds who are interested in pursuing intensive learning to build on
their prior experience with Korean. Integrated Korean: Accelerated 1 and 2 directly address the
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linguistic needs and abilities of heritage and accelerated learners in a single academic year. Volume
1 presents lessons on thematically organized subjects, starting with familiar topics such as family,
friends, daily routines, schoolwork, campus activities, dining out, and shopping. Volume 2 advances
to more formal subjects beyond family and friends, such as travel, transportation, housing, holidays,
lifestyles, careers, and Korean history and culture. Students approach the lessons with multilevel
communicative classroom activities and reading materials with standards-based exercises and
projects that not only focus on the particular language requirements of heritage learners, but also
encourage them to participate more fully in their own family and community life. Each volume’s
textbook and workbook offer authentic conversations and texts in both informal and formal contexts,
structured tasks, and a wealth of interesting and relevant cultural content. Integrated Korean is a
project of the Korean Language Education and Research Center (KLEAR) with the support of the
Korea Foundation. In addition to the five-level Integrated Korean textbooks and workbooks, volumes
include Korean Composition, Korean Language in Culture and Society, Korean Reader for Chinese
Characters, Readings in Modern Korean Literature, A Resource for Korean Grammar Instruction,
and Selected Readings in Korean. Audio files for Accelerated Korean may be downloaded in MP3
format at https://kleartextbook.com.
  korean school textbooks: Integrated Korean Sumi Chang, Hee-Jeong Jeong, Ho-min Sohn,
Sang-Seok Yoon, 2019-08-01 Developed collaboratively by leading classroom teachers and linguists
of Korean, High Intermediate replaces Advanced Intermediate as the third-year textbook in the
popular Korean language-learning series Integrated Korean. All volumes are developed according to
performance-based methodology and principles: contextualization, learner-centeredness, use of
authentic materials, function/task-orientedness, balance between skill-getting and skill-using, and
integration of speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture. Grammar points are systematically
introduced with simple but adequate explanations and abundant examples and exercises. Each
situation/topic-based lesson consists of objectives, pre-lesson topics, and conversation reading,
further reading, and culture sections. Conversation and reading sections contain comprehension
questions, grammar and usage, activities, and English translations. Vocabulary for each lesson
appears conveniently at the bottom of the page. Integrated Korean is a project of the Korean
Language Education and Research Center (KLEAR) with the support of the Korea Foundation. In
addition to the five-level Integrated Korean textbooks and workbooks, volumes include Korean
Reader for Chinese Characters, Korean Composition, Selected Readings in Korean, Readings in
Modern Korean Literature, Korean Language in Culture and Society, and A Resource for Korean
Grammar Instruction. A dictionary of Korean grammar and usage is forthcoming. Audio files for
High Intermediate may be downloaded in MP3 format at https://www.kleartextbook.com.
  korean school textbooks: College Korean Michael C. Rogers, Clare You, Kyungnyun K.
Richards, 1993-01-27 College Korean offers a comprehensive introduction to the Korean language
designed for American students. Rogers, You, and Richards have used their many years of teaching
to devise and test an approach that balances reading and writing with the spoken language. The
result is a well-rounded textbook suited to a yearlong course in which students learn to conduct
conversations about their own lives and interests, read texts written in hangul, and write simple
compositions. The book systematically introduces basic Korean grammar, a contextualized
vocabulary, and styles of speech that are sociolinguistically appropriate for college students. Each of
its 26 lessons contains a dialogue or a reading, practice patterns, relevant grammar notes, and
exercises. Approximately 150 Sino-Korean characters are also introduced, and complete glossaries
and grammar indexes are provided.
  korean school textbooks: The Construction of Korean Culture in Korean Language
Textbooks Dong Bae Lee, 2020-11-24 The book examines the themes of cultural values, collective
identity, political ideologies, and Korean cultural traditions throughout Korean language textbooks
from the last 120 years. Through this analysis, the author explores the colonial, neo-colonial, and
postcolonial contexts that have influenced South Korea. This work demonstrates the significant
impact of textbooks and how political leaders make use of school curricula to legitimate their



regimes.
  korean school textbooks: The Politics of Korean Language Textbooks in the Two Koreas
Dong Bae Lee, 2023-12-01 This book investigates the politics embedded in the Korean-language
textbooks utilised between 1895 and 2019, within the context of one Korea (pre-colonial and colonial
eras), the divided Koreas, and an ethnic Korean group residing in Japan (Chongryon). By analysing
the inclusions and omissions from Korean-language the author successfully highlights the impact of
Korean politics, making clear how rulers have attempted to control their citizens and legitimize their
rule by using primary school Korean-language textbooks as a medium for political education and
inculcation. It succinctly displays how different visions of ‘ideal citizenship’ have been presented in
Korea and traces the resulting shift in views towards neighbouring nations as a result, identifying
how different rival countries were demonized at different times. This chapter also shows some
consistent omissions, such as the lower classes and marginalized individuals within their respective
nations. Presenting recommendations for potential improvements of the content of future textbooks
this study will be of interest to students of Asian Studies, Post-colonial Studies, Critical Curriculum
Studies, Critical Discourse Studies, and Korean Studies.
  korean school textbooks: The Construction of Korean Culture in Korean Language
Textbooks Dong Bae Lee, 2020-11-24 The book examines the themes of cultural values, collective
identity, political ideologies, and Korean cultural traditions throughout Korean language textbooks
from the last 120 years. Through this analysis, the author explores the colonial, neo-colonial, and
postcolonial contexts that have influenced South Korea. This work demonstrates the significant
impact of textbooks and how political leaders make use of school curricula to legitimate their
regimes.
  korean school textbooks: The Journal of Korean Studies, Volume 19, Number 1 (Spring
2014) Clark W. Sorensen, Donald Baker, 2014-06-27 The University of Washington-Korea Studies
Program, in collaboration with Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, is proud to publish the Journal of
Korean Studies. In 1979 Dr. James Palais (PhD Harvard 1968), former UW professor of Korean
History edited and published the first volume of the Journal of Korean Studies. For thirteen years it
was a leading academic forum for innovative, in-depth research on Korea. In 2004 former editors
Gi-Wook Shin and John Duncan revived this outstanding publication at Stanford University. In
August 2008 editorial responsibility transferred back to the University of Washington. With the
editorial guidance of Clark Sorensen and Donald Baker, the Journal of Korean Studies (JKS)
continues to be dedicated to publishing outstanding articles, from all disciplines, on a broad range of
historical and contemporary topics concerning Korea. In addition the JKS publishes reviews of the
latest Korea-related books. To subscribe to the Journal of Korean Studies or order print back issues,
please click here.
  korean school textbooks: Integrated Korean Sumi Chang, Hee-Jeong Jeong, Ho-Min Sohn,
Sang-Seok Yoon, Developed collaboratively by leading classroom teachers and linguists of Korean,
High Intermediate replaces Advanced Intermediate as the third-year textbook in the popular Korean
language-learning series Integrated Korean. All volumes are developed according to
performance-based methodology and principles: contextualization, learner-centeredness, use of
authentic materials, function/task-orientedness, balance between skill-getting and skill-using, and
integration of speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture. Grammar points are systematically
introduced with simple but adequate explanations and abundant examples and exercises. Each
situation/topic-based lesson consists of objectives, pre-lesson topics, and conversation, reading,
further reading, and culture sections. Conversation and reading sections contain comprehension
questions, grammar and usage, activities, and English translations. Vocabulary for each lesson
appears conveniently at the bottom of the page. Integrated Korean is a project of the Korean
Language Education and Research Center (KLEAR) with the support of the Korea Foundation. In
addition to the five-level Integrated Korean textbooks and workbooks, volumes include Korean
Composition, Korean Language in Culture and Society, Korean Reader for Chinese Characters,
Readings in Modern Korean Literature, A Resource for Korean Grammar Instruction, and Selected



Readings in Korean. Audio files for this volume may be downloaded in MP3 format at
https://www.kleartextbook.com.
  korean school textbooks: The Korean Myths: A Guide to the Gods, Heroes and Legends
(Myths) Heinz Insu Fenkl, Bella Myong-wol Dalton-Fenkl, 2024-10-08 A fascinating introduction to
the world of Korean myth and legend. The myths of Korea may seem a complex and intriguing mix of
ghosts, spirits, and superstition, but they form the bedrock of one of the most vibrant global cultures
today. In the past few decades, South Korea has experienced a rapid rise to prominence on the world
stage as the Hallyu, the Korean wave of popular culture, drives newfound interest in the country.
This swift transformation has also generated paradoxes within contemporary South Korea, where
cutting-edge technology now coexists with centuries-old shamanistic legends and Buddhist rituals.
Korean myths are a living and evolving part of society, in both the North and South. With the export
of Korean film across the globe, K-pop, fashion, K-dramas, literature, and comics there is a growing
desire to understand the folklore and mythical underpinnings of contemporary Korean culture.
Authors Heinz Insu Fenkl and Bella Dalton-Fenkl bring together a wealth of knowledge of both the
new and the old, the traditional and the modern, to guide readers through this fascinating history
and help them understand the culture and traditions of the Korean people. From the Changsega
(Song of Creation) sung by shamans to the gods, goddesses, and monsters who inhabit the
cosmos—including the god Mireuk, creator of the world, and the giant Grandma Mago, who was able
to create mountains from the mud on her skirt—these myths have been disseminated for centuries
and continue to resonate in popular culture today.
  korean school textbooks: Level 1 Korean Grammar Textbook Talk To Me In Korean,
2020-04-03 Learn Korean More Effectively with Our Core Grammar Lessons! From saying the basic
greetings, to counting numbers, and to having simple yet natural conversations in Korean, you can
learn the basics of the Korean language with this textbook.
  korean school textbooks: Integrated Korean Workbook Yuseon Yun, Jeeyoung Ahn Ha, Hee
Chung Chun, 2020-08-31 Korean is the seventh most commonly spoken language in the United
States, and Korean heritage students―those with some proficiency in or a cultural connection to the
language through family or community―make up a substantial portion of Korean learners at the
college level. Many schools offer a separate heritage track for learning Korean, but until now there
has been no textbook designed specifically for heritage learners as well as the increasing number of
students from diverse backgrounds who are interested in pursuing intensive learning to build on
their prior experience with Korean. Integrated Korean: Accelerated 1 and 2 directly address the
linguistic needs and abilities of heritage and accelerated learners in a single academic year. Volume
1 presents lessons on thematically organized subjects, starting with familiar topics such as family,
friends, daily routines, schoolwork, campus activities, dining out, and shopping. Volume 2 advances
to more formal subjects beyond family and friends, such as travel, transportation, housing, holidays,
lifestyles, careers, and Korean history and culture. Students approach the lessons with multilevel
communicative classroom activities and reading materials with standards-based exercises and
projects that not only address the particular language requirements of heritage learners, but also
encourage them to participate more fully in their own family and community life. Each volume’s
textbook and workbook offer authentic conversations and texts in both informal and formal contexts,
structured tasks, and a wealth of interesting and relevant cultural content. Integrated Korean is a
project of the Korean Language Education and Research Center (KLEAR) with the support of the
Korea Foundation. In addition to the five-level Integrated Korean textbooks and workbooks, volumes
include Korean Composition, Korean Language in Culture and Society, Korean Reader for Chinese
Characters, Readings in Modern Korean Literature, A Resource for Korean Grammar Instruction,
and Selected Readings in Korean. Audio files for Accelerated Korean may be downloaded in MP3
format at https://kleartextbook.com.
  korean school textbooks: The Dokdo/Takeshima Dispute Paul Huth, Sunwoong Kim,
Terence Roehrig, 2021-04-12 In The Dokdo/Takeshima Dispute, Paul Huth, Sunwoong Kim, and
Terence Roehrig have assembled some of the top scholars from Japan, South Korea, and the United



States to provide a fresh and comprehensive look at one of the most long-running island disputes in
East Asia. The book examines the dispute from multiple perspectives with chapters that provide a
detailed and balanced assessment addressing issues in international law, history, foreign policy,
domestic politics, the media, education, and the impact on relations with the United States. The
book also provides analyses of why this dispute has persisted for decades and explores possible
solutions that are relevant for other maritime disputes in the Asia-Pacific.
  korean school textbooks: Studies in Japanese Bilingualism Mary Goebel Noguchi, Sandra
Fotos, 2001-01-01 Studies in Japanese Bilingualism helps dissolve the myth of Japanese homogeneity
by explaining the history of this construct and offering twelve empirical studies on different facets of
language contact in Japan, including Ainu revitalisation, Korean language maintenance, creative use
of Ryukyuan languages in Okinawa, English immersion, and language use by Nikkei immigrants,
Chinese War Orphans and bicultural children, as well as codeswitching and language attrition in
Japanese contexts.
  korean school textbooks: Divided Korea Roland Bleiker, Challenges the prevailing logic of
confrontation and deterrence on the Korean peninsula.
  korean school textbooks: The First Sourcebook on Asian Research in Mathematics
Education - 2 Volumes Bharath Sriraman, Jinfa Cai, Kyeonghwa Lee, Lianghuo Fan, Yoshinori
Shimizu, Chap Sam Lim, K. Subramaniam, 2015-08-01 Mathematics and Science education have
both grown in fertile directions in different geographic regions. Yet, the mainstream discourse in
international handbooks does not lend voice to developments in cognition, curriculum, teacher
development, assessment, policy and implementation of mathematics and science in many countries.
Paradoxically, in spite of advances in information technology and the “flat earth” syndrome, old
distinctions and biases between different groups of researcher’s persist. In addition limited
accessibility to conferences and journals also contribute to this problem. The International
Sourcebooks in Mathematics and Science Education focus on under-represented regions of the
world and provides a platform for researchers to showcase their research and development in areas
within mathematics and science education. The First Sourcebook on Asian Research in Mathematics
Education: China, Korea, Singapore, Japan, Malaysia and India provides the first synthesized
treatment of mathematics education that has both developed and is now prominently emerging in
the Asian and South Asian world. The book is organized in sections coordinated by leaders in
mathematics education in these countries and editorial teams for each country affiliated with them.
The purpose of unique sourcebook is to both consolidate and survey the established body of research
in these countries with findings that have influenced ongoing research agendas and informed
practices in Europe, North America (and other countries) in addition to serving as a platform to
showcase existing research that has shaped teacher education, curricula and policy in these Asian
countries. The book will serve as a standard reference for mathematics education researchers, policy
makers, practitioners and students both in and outside Asia, and complement the Nordic and NCTM
perspectives.
  korean school textbooks: International Handbook of Curriculum Research William F.
Pinar, 2013-10-15 Continuing its calling to define the field and where it is going, the Second Edition
of this landmark handbook brings up to date its comprehensive reportage of scholarly developments
and school curriculum initiatives worldwide, providing a panoramic view of the state of curriculum
studies globally. Its international scope and currency and range of research and theory reflect and
contribute significantly to the ongoing internationalization of curriculum studies and its growth as a
field worldwide. Changes in the Second Edition: Five new or updated introductory chapters pose
transnational challenges to key questions curriculum research addresses locally. Countries absent in
the First Edition are represented: Chile, Colombia, Cypress, Ethiopia, Germany, Iran, Luxembourg,
Nigeria, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, and Switzerland. 39 new or updated
chapters on curriculum research in 34 countries highlight curriculum research that is not widely
known in North America. This handbook is an indispensable resource for prospective and practicing
teachers, for curriculum studies scholars, and for education students around the world.



  korean school textbooks: Nothing to Envy Barbara Demick, 2009 Nothing to Envy follows the
lives of six North Koreans over 15 years--a chaotic period that saw the unchallenged rise to power of
Kim Jong Il and the devastation of a famine that killed one-fifth of the population.
  korean school textbooks: Identity, Language and Education of Sakhalin Japanese and Koreans
Svetlana Paichadze, 2022-09-26 This book explores the issues of education, the use of languages and
the formation of self-identification of the Japanese and Korean diasporas of Sakhalin, over a hundred
years period: from the time they moved to the island, until their “return” to historical homelands in
Japan or South Korea. During this time, their language environment and language of education
changed 4 times and Japanese and Korean of Sakhalin continued to be a linguistic and ethnic
minority. This book is of interest to researchers, students, NGO supporters and education policy
makers.
  korean school textbooks: Language Policy, Culture, and Identity in Asian Contexts Amy B.M.
Tsui, James W. Tollefson, 2017-09-25 Bringing together scholarship on issues relating to language,
culture, and identity, with a special focus on Asian countries, this volume makes an important
contribution in terms of analyzing and demonstrating how language is closely linked with crucial
social, political, and economic forces, particularly the tensions between the demands of globalization
and local identity. A particular feature is the inclusion of countries that have been under-represented
in the research literature, such as Nepal, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Pakistan, Cambodia,
Vietnam, and Korea. The book is organized in three sections: Globalization and its Impact on
Language Policies, Culture, and Identity Language Policy and the Social (Re)construction of National
Cultural Identity Language Policy and Language Politics: The Role of English. Unique in its attention
to how the domination of English is being addressed in relation to cultural values and identity by
non-English speaking countries in a range of sociopolitical contexts, this volume will help readers to
understand the impact of globalization on non-English speaking countries, particularly developing
countries, which differ significantly from contexts in the West in their cultural orientations and the
way identities are being constructed. Language Policy, Culture, and Identity in Asian Contexts will
interest scholars and research students in the areas of language policy, education, sociolinguistics,
applied linguistics, and critical linguistics. It can be adopted in graduate and advanced
undergraduate courses on language policy, language in society, and language education.
  korean school textbooks: Visibilities and Invisibilities of Race and Racism Yasuko Takezawa,
Faye V. Harrison, Akio Tanabe, 2025-01-28 Takezawa, Harrison, Tanabe, and their contributors
present a multi-sited, transnational, and intercultural perspective on racism, shifting its emphasis
away from the conventional North Atlantic interpretive frameworks to better understand its
fundamental nature. Racism is not a uniquely transatlantic phenomenon but, because it is most often
understood within Euro-American paradigms, its salience in other contexts is often less visible. The
chapters in this volume analyze the process by which fundamentally invisible differences have been
made visible, and various groups and communities have been marked, essentialized, and
substantialized under a range of social, political, and cultural conditions. Focusing on the space
between the visible and invisible, they evaluate the dynamics by which invisible differences are
rendered visible, and by which visible differences render other differences invisible. In doing so,
they promote a decentering of Western-centered frameworks and elucidate continuities with and
discontinuities from past era of racial antagonism and conflict. They look at case studies ranging
from Japan, India, and Southeast Asia, to Iceland, the United States, and intra-“white” racism in
Europe. The strength of this work lies in its exploration of the varied modalities of race and racism,
particularly those that deviate from the conventional, visibly identifiable notions of race, thus
broadening the understanding of racism beyond traditional paradigms. An important contribution to
the re-worlding of the study of racism for scholars, researchers, and students of anthropology,
sociology, ethnic studies, and intercultural studies.
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