japanese textbooks controversy

japanese textbooks controversy has been a significant issue in educational and diplomatic circles, particularly
in East Asia. This controversy primarily revolves around the content presented in Japanese history
textbooks, which some critics argue downplay Japan's wartime atrocities, especially during World War II.
The debate touches on national identity, historical memory, and the implications for relationships with
neighboring countries such as China and South Korea. This article will delve into the roots of the
controversy, the perspectives of various stakeholders, and the potential impact on future generations. Key
areas of discussion will include the historical context, recent developments, and the implications for regional

diplomacy.
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Historical Context of the Textbook Controversy

The controversy surrounding Japanese textbooks can be traced back to the post-World War II era. Japan’s
educational system underwent significant changes under Allied occupation, which included a focus on
democratization and a reevaluation of Japan’s militaristic past. However, as Japan reestablished its national

identity, debates emerged regarding how to portray its history, particularly concerning wartime actions.

In the early 2000s, the issue intensified when revisions to history textbooks sparked protests from
neighboring countries. Critics argued that the textbooks omitted or minimized Japan's wartime atrocities,
such as the Nanjing Massacre and the exploitation of "comfort women." These revisions were seen as
attempts to whitewash Japan's military history, leading to widespread condemnation both domestically and

internationally.



Key Players in the Debate

Multiple stakeholders influence the Japanese textbooks controversy, including the Japanese government,
educators, historians, and international bodies. Each group possesses distinct motivations and perspectives

that complicate the discussion.

The Japanese Government

The Japanese government often advocates for a more nationalistic version of history, emphasizing Japan's
role as a victim rather than an aggressor during the war. This stance has been reflected in the Ministry of
Education's approval processes for textbooks. The government argues that a sense of pride in national

identity is essential for social cohesion.

Educators and Historians

Many educators and historians criticize the government’s approach, arguing for a more accurate and
comprehensive representation of history. They emphasize the importance of acknowledging past atrocities
to foster reconciliation and understanding among nations. This group often promotes textbooks that include

diverse perspectives and primary source materials.

International Response

Countries such as China and South Korea have been vocal critics of Japan's textbook content. These nations
assert that the portrayal of historical events in Japanese textbooks has significant implications for regional
relations. They argue that a failure to address historical grievances perpetuates tensions and impacts

diplomatic relations.

Contentious Issues in Japanese Textbooks

Several core issues arise within the debate over Japanese textbooks, including the portrayal of wartime

events, the inclusion of certain historical figures, and the representation of Japan’s colonial past.

Wartime Atrocities

One of the most contentious aspects of the textbooks is the treatment of wartime atrocities committed by
Japanese forces. Critics argue that many textbooks either omit these events or present them in a manner
that downplays their severity. For example, the Nanjing Massacre, where thousands of Chinese civilians

were killed, is often described ambiguously or not at all.

Comfort Women

The issue of "comfort women," or women forced into sexual slavery by the Japanese military during the



war, is another sensitive topic. Some textbooks have been criticized for inadequately addressing this topic,

often describing it as a consensual arrangement rather than a systematic violation of human rights.

Colonialism and Imperialism

Japanese colonial rule in Korea and Taiwan is also a point of contention. The portrayal of this period often
varies significantly across textbooks, with some presenting it as a benevolent endeavor while others
acknowledge the harsh realities of colonial oppression. This disparity in representation raises questions about

national identity and collective memory.

Responses from Neighboring Countries

The reactions from neighboring countries, particularly China and South Korea, have been robust and
multifaceted. Their governments and citizens frequently express outrage over perceived historical

distortions in Japanese textbooks.

China's Stance

China has consistently criticized Japan for its historical narratives, viewing them as attempts to erase the
suffering caused by Japanese aggression during the war. Chinese officials often demand that Japan
acknowledge its wartime actions openly and sincerely, arguing that historical amnesia undermines future

relations.

South Korea's Perspective

Similarly, South Korea has been vocal about the need for Japan to confront its colonial past. The issue of
comfort women is particularly sensitive in South Korea, where many survivors have sought official
recognition and reparations. South Korean activists and historians often advocate for more accurate historical

representations in Japanese educational materials.

Implications for Japanese Society and Education

The ongoing controversy has significant implications for Japanese society and the education system. The
ways in which history is taught can influence national identity, collective memory, and international

relations.

Impact on National Identity

Textbook content can shape how young Japanese perceive their country’s past. A narrative that emphasizes
victimhood may foster a sense of nationalism that overlooks historical injustices, while a more balanced

approach could promote critical thinking and empathy toward affected nations.



Educational Reforms

The controversy has prompted discussions about educational reforms in Japan. Advocates for change argue
for a curriculum that encourages students to engage with history critically and understand multiple
perspectives. Educational institutions are encouraged to incorporate diverse narratives and promote

discussions about historical memory and reconciliation.

Future Directions and Resolutions

The future of the Japanese textbooks controversy remains uncertain, but several paths could lead to
resolution. Dialogue between Japan and its neighbors, along with internal reform efforts, may foster a more

nuanced understanding of history.

Promoting Dialogue

Encouraging dialogue between educators, historians, and policymakers from Japan, China, and South Korea
could help bridge the gap in historical narratives. Collaborative history projects that involve multiple

perspectives may advance mutual understanding and reconciliation.

Encouraging Inclusive Education

Japan’s education system may benefit from embracing inclusive education that highlights diverse historical
narratives. This approach not only respects the experiences of those affected by Japan’s wartime actions but

also prepares students for engagement in an interconnected world.

Conclusion

The japanese textbooks controversy continues to be a complex issue that intertwines history, education, and
international relations. As Japan navigates its past and its implications for the future, a balanced and truthful
representation of history in textbooks is crucial. By fostering open dialogue and understanding, Japan may

pave the way for a more harmonious relationship with its neighbors and a more informed citizenry.

Q What is the main issue with Japanese textbooks regarding history?

A: The main issue is that many Japanese textbooks are criticized for downplaying or omitting Japan's

wartime atrocities, leading to accusations of historical revisionism and nationalism.



Q: How have neighboring countries responded to the content of Japanese
textbooks?

A: Neighboring countries like China and South Korea have responded with outrage, demanding that Japan
acknowledge its wartime actions and provide a more accurate representation of history in educational

materials.

Q What are "comfort women," and why is this topic controversial in

Japanese textbooks?

A: "Comfort women" refers to women who were forced into sexual slavery by the Japanese military
during World War II. This topic is controversial because many textbooks fail to adequately address the

systematic nature of this exploitation.

Q How does the Japanese government justify the content in its
textbooks?

A: The Japanese government often justifies the content by emphasizing a narrative that focuses on national

pride and victimhood, arguing that it is important for fostering a cohesive national identity.

Q What role do educators and historians play in the textbooks

controversy?

A: Educators and historians advocate for a more accurate and comprehensive representation of history,
arguing that acknowledging past atrocities is essential for reconciliation and critical engagement with

historical events.

Q What are the potential long-term effects of the textbooks controversy

on Japanese society?

A: Long-term effects may include a skewed national identity, ongoing tensions with neighboring

countries, and challenges in fostering critical thinking among students regarding historical issues.

Q: Can future educational reforms address the controversies surrounding



Japanese textbooks?

A: Yes, future educational reforms that promote inclusive education and multiple perspectives on history

can potentially address these controversies and improve international relations.

Q What are the key events in history that are often omitted or
downplayed in Japanese textbooks?

A: Key events often omitted or downplayed include the Nanjing Massacre, the exploitation of comfort

women, and various acts of aggression during Japan's colonial rule in Asia.

Q How might Japan's approach to historical education impact its

international relations?

A: Japan's approach to historical education can significantly impact international relations by either fostering
understanding and reconciliation with neighboring countries or perpetuating tensions and grievances over

historical injustices.
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japanese textbooks controversy: War Memory, Nationalism and Education in Postwar Japan
Yoshiko Nozaki, 2008-06-23 The controversy over official state-approved history textbooks in Japan,

which omit or play down many episodes of Japan’s occupation of neighbouring countries during the
Asia-Pacific War (1931-1945), and which have been challenged by critics who favour more critical,
peace and justice perspectives, goes to the heart of Japan’s sense of itself as a nation. The degree to
which Japan is willing to confront its past is not just about history, but also about how Japan defines
itself at present, and going forward. This book examines the history textbook controversy in Japan. It
sets the controversy in the context of debates about memory, and education, and in relation to
evolving politics both within Japan, and in Japan’s relations with its neighbours and former colonies
and countries it invaded. It discusses in particular the struggles of Ienaga Saburo, who has made
crucial contributions, including through three epic lawsuits, in challenging the official government
position. Winner of the American Educational Research Association 2009 Outstanding Book Award in
the Curriculum Studies category.
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volume explores the political and social backgrounds of the ongoing history textbook controversy in
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Japan. In chapter 1, the resurgence since the 1990s of the conservative interpretation of history
known as historical revisionism, which aims to support history education in schools that serves the
strengthening of national pride, is identified as the major reason for the renewed debate. The
remainder of the chapter traces the diverse connections of historical revisionism with Japanese
domestic politics. Chapter 2 demonstrates that, as a consequence of this strong connection between
revisionism and politics, the views of Japan's recent history underlying the culture of memory as it is
manifested in the public sphere-in memorials, museums and ceremonies-are increasingly similar to
those advocated by historical revisionism. This is particularly true regarding the interpretation of
the Asia-Pacific War (1931-1945), which here is often depicted as a defensive war or as a war waged
for the liberation of Asia, following the affirmative view of the war urged by revisionists. But
however forcefully expressed, these views fall short of reflecting a consensus on history in Japanese
society at large. In chapter 3, a number of opinion surveys inquiring into the historical consciousness
of the Japanese are analyzed. The results of these surveys indicate that revisionist views face an
uphill battle in Japanese society and rather have to be considered a minority view at present. The
explosive character of the history textbook controversy above all reflects the discrepancy between
the historical views of the political class and those promoted in the public sphere on the one hand
and those predominant in the wider society on the other. The anticipated next round of the history
textbook debate, in the 60th anniversary year of the end of the war, will not be adequately
understood without sufficient knowledge of the backgrounds to the debate and the issues related to
it.

japanese textbooks controversy: Controversial History Education in Asian Contexts Mark
Baildon, Kah Seng Loh, Ivy Maria Lim, Gill Inanc, Junaidah Jaffar, 2013-08-22 This book examines
both history textbook controversies AND teaching historical controversy in Asian contexts. The
different perspectives provided by the book’s authors offer numerous insights, examples, and
approaches for understanding historical controversy to provide a practical gold mine for scholars
and practitioners. The book provides case studies of history textbook controversies ranging from
treatments of the Nanjing Massacre to a comparative treatment of Japanese occupation in
Vietnamese and Singaporean textbooks to the differences in history textbooks published by secular
and Hindu nationalist governments in India. It also offers a range of approaches for teaching
historical controversy in classrooms. These include Structured Academic Controversy, the use of
Japanese manga, teaching controversy through case studies, student facilitated discussion
processes, and discipline-based approaches that can be used in history classrooms. The book’s
chapters will help educational researchers and curricularists consider new approaches for
curriculum design, curriculum study, and classroom research.

japanese textbooks controversy: The Japanese Textbook Controversy Joan H. Tickle, 1987

japanese textbooks controversy: The Encyclopedia of Contemporary Japanese Culture Sandra
Buckley, 2006-03-07 A-Z format Thematic entry list In-text cross references and comprehensive
index to guide users around the book Suggestions for further reading to aid study

japanese textbooks controversy: Japan’s Response to History Problems Karol Zakowski,
2025-05-23 This book examines the decision-making processes behind the formulation and evolution
of the Japanese government’s official stance regarding diplomatic problems connected with the
history of Japan'’s territorial expansionism in East Asia. Based on neoclassical realism and historical
institutionalism, this book analyzes to what extent Japan’s reaction to history problems complied
with external pressures and to what extent it was modified by domestic-level variables. Particular
attention is paid to the ideological leanings of key decision makers as well as their position against
veto players, such as ruling party decision-making bodies, Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) factions,
cabinet members, coalition parties, and ministerial bureaucrats. Through four case studies -
apologies for the war of aggression, a history textbook screening system, prime ministerial visits to
the Yasukuni Shrine, and the “comfort women” issue - it reveals which institutional actors
formulated an initial response to issues of history, under what political circumstances Japan’s official
stance on history problems was shaped and institutionalized, and what methods were utilized by the




revisionists to challenge the status quo. Exploring path-dependent processes that led to the
formulation of a compromise in the Japanese government, this book will appeal to students and
scholars of Japanese Politics, Asian Studies, International Studies, and Political Science.

japanese textbooks controversy: History Textbooks and the Wars in Asia Gi-Wook Shin,
Daniel C. Sneider, 2011-02-08 Over the past fifteen years Northeast Asia has witnessed growing
intraregional exchanges and interactions, especially in the realms of culture and economy. Still, the
region cannot escape from the burden of history. This book examines the formation of historical
memory in four Northeast Asian societies (China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan) and the United
States focusing on the period from the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war in 1931 until the formal
conclusion of the Pacific War with the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951. The contributors analyse
the recent efforts of Korean, Japanese, and Chinese scholars to write a ‘common history’ of
Northeast Asia and question the underlying motivations for their efforts and subsequent
achievements. In doing so, they contend that the greatest obstacle to reconciliation in Northeast
Asia lies in the existence of divided, and often conflicting, historical memories. The book argues that
a more fruitful approach lies in understanding how historical memory has evolved in each country
and been incorporated into respective master narratives. Through uncovering the existence of
different master narratives, it is hoped, citizens will develop a more self-critical, self-reflective
approach to their own history and that such an introspective effort has the potential to lay the
foundation for greater self- and mutual understanding and eventual historical reconciliation in the
region. This book will be essential reading for students and scholars of Asian history, Asian
education and international relations in East Asia.

japanese textbooks controversy: Networking the International System Madeleine Herren,
2014-06-13 The book critically investigates the local impact of international organizations beyond a
Western rationale and aims to overcome Eurocentric patterns of analysis. Considering Asian and
Western examples, the contributions originate from different disciplines and study areas and discuss
a global approach, which has been a blind spot in scholarly research on international organizations
until now. Using the 1930s as a historical reference, the contributions question role of international
organizations during conflicts, war and crises, gaining insights into their function as peacekeeping
forces in the 21st century. While chapter one discusses the historicity of international organizations
and the availability of sources, the second chapter deliberates on Eurocentrism and science policy,
considering the converging of newly created epistemic communities and old diplomatic elites.
Chapter 3 sheds light on international organizations as platforms, expanding the field of research
from the diversity of organizations to the patterns of global governance. The final chapter turns to
the question of how international organizations invented and introduced new fields of action,
pointing to the antithetic role of standardization, the preservation of cultural heritage and the
difficulties in reaching a non-Western approach.

japanese textbooks controversy: Instrumentalizing the Past Jan Rydel, Stefan Troebst,
2022-09-20 In today's world, we can point to many international disputes and interstate conflicts
fueled by past events. Historical resentments or memories of past suffering or fame are often used to
justify political, economic and even territorial demands. Inter-state disputes and historical conflicts
should be understood as evidence of political and social tensions related to active, serious
differences in the assessment of the common past. The book explains the role of such conflicts in
international relations and suggests ways of classifying them. It presents examples of the
internationally relevant instrumentalisation of history from different regions of the world and
outlines ways of overcoming them.

japanese textbooks controversy: The Making of the "Rape of Nanking" : History and Memory
in Japan, China, and the United States Takashi Yoshida Assistant Professor of History Western
Michigan University, 2006-02-24 On December 13, 1937, the Japanese army attacked and captured
the Chinese capital city of Nanjing, planting the rising-sun flag atop the city's outer walls. What
occurred in the ensuing weeks and months has been the source of a tempestuous debate ever since.
It is well known that the Japanese military committed wholesale atrocities after the fall of the city,



massacring large numbers of Chinese during the both the Battle of Nanjing and in its aftermath. Yet
the exact details of the war crimes--how many people were killed during the battle? How many after?
How many women were raped? Were prisoners executed? How unspeakable were the acts
committed?--are the source of controversy among Japanese, Chinese, and American historians to this
day. In The Making of the Rape of Nanking Takashi Yoshida examines how views of the Nanjing
Massacre have evolved in history writing and public memory in Japan, China, and the United States.
For these nations, the question of how to treat the legacy of Nanjing--whether to deplore it, sanitize
it, rationalize it, or even ignore it--has aroused passions revolving around ethics, nationality, and
historical identity. Drawing on a rich analysis of Chinese, Japanese, and American history textbooks
and newspapers, Yoshida traces the evolving--and often conflicting--understandings of the Nanjing
Massacre, revealing how changing social and political environments have influenced the debate.
Yoshida suggests that, from the 1970s on, the dispute over Nanjing has become more lively, more
globalized, and immeasurably more intense, due in part to Japanese revisionist history and a
renewed emphasis on patriotic education in China. While today it is easy to assume that the Nanjing
Massacre has always been viewed as an emblem of Japan's wartime aggression in China, the image
of the Rape of Nanking is a much more recent icon in public consciousness. Takashi Yoshida
analyzes the process by which the Nanjing Massacre has become an international symbol, and
provides a fair and respectful treatment of the politically charged and controversial debate over its
history.

japanese textbooks controversy: The Routledge Companion to Gender and Childhood Mary
Zaborskis, 2025-06-30 The Routledge Companion to Gender and Childhood brings together scholars,
practitioners, and activists to explore the diversity of children’s gender identities, expressions, and
embodiments across historical, geographical, and cultural contexts. This volume investigates how
historical, institutional, and cultural forces have shaped children’s relationship to gender, the pivotal
role children have played in the construction of gendered categories, as well as children’s responses
to these forces and constructions. The book is divided into six sections: Responding to Gendered
Histories and Presents of Policing, Pathologization, and Trauma; Images of and Imaginings for
Trans, Non-Binary, and Queer Youth’s Futures; Global Perspectives on Training and Assimilating
Future Citizens; Gender Development in Material and Digital Cultures; Shifting and Persisting
Gendered Representations in Cultural Landscapes; and Approaching Issues of Gender and Childhood
from Adult Perspectives Considering the multiplicity of gendered childhoods alongside the intense
preoccupation with children’s relationship to gender across a range of fields that span the globe,
The Routledge Companion to Gender and Childhood will be an essential resource for students of
social sciences, humanities, and STEM.

japanese textbooks controversy: Censoring History Laura E. Hein, Mark Selden, 2016-09-16
Considering the great influence textbooks have as interpreters of history, politics and culture to
future generations of citizens, it is no surprise that they generate considerable controversy.
Focusing largely on textbook treatment of lingering - and sometimes explosive - tensions originating
in World War II, Censoring History addresses issues of textbook nationalism in historical and
comparative perspective. Discussions include Japan's Comfort Women and the Nanjing Massacre;
Nazi genocide against the Jews, Gypsies, Catholics and others; Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the
Indochina wars. The essays address controversies over textbook content around the globe: How and
why do specific representations of war evolve? What are the international and national forces
affecting how textbook writers, publishers and state censors depict the past? How do these forces
differ from country to country? Other comparative essays analyze nationalist and war controversies
in German, US and Chinese textbook debates.

japanese textbooks controversy: Legacies of World War II in South and East Asia David
Koh Wee Hock, 2003-08-01 Sixty years after the end of World War 1I, the political and social fallout
from the War is alive and divisive, as scholars in this volume show. One example is how former
Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi's visit to the Yasukuni Shrine prevented China, Japan and
South Korea from sitting down together to talk about Northeast Asian integration, and wider Asian




integration. Another example is the question of comfort women. Former Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe's statement - that there is no evidence that Japan's government or army forced women to
work in military brothels during the War - appeared to go back on a 1993 apology for the comfort
women. How such issues of history are dealt with by countries of this region has an effect on
contemporary relations among the major powers contending for leadership in East Asia.

japanese textbooks controversy: Nationalism in Asia Jeff Kingston, 2016-04-07 Using a
comparative, interdisciplinary approach, Nationalism in Asia analyzes currents of nationalism in five
contemporary Asian societies: China, India, Indonesia, Japan, and South Korea. Explores the ways in
which nationalism is expressed, embraced, challenged, and resisted in contemporary China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, and South Korea using a comparative, interdisciplinary approach Provides an
important trans-national and trans-regional analysis by looking at five countries that span Northeast,
Southeast, and South Asia Features comparative analysis of identity politics, democracy, economic
policy, nation branding, sports, shared trauma, memory and culture wars, territorial disputes,
national security and minorities Offers an accessible, thematic narrative written for non-specialists,
including a detailed and up-to-date bibliography Gives readers an in-depth understanding of the
ramifications of nationalism in these countries for the future of Asia

japanese textbooks controversy: A New Modern History of East Asia Eckhardt Fuchs,
Tokushi Kasahara, Sven Saaler, 2017-12-04 For decades, historians and societal forces have
campaigned for rapprochement, reconciliation and dialogue between East Asian nations. This book
is a result of these efforts. Debates regarding the interpretation of the modern history of East Asia
continue to affect bilateral relations between the states of the region. History education has become
a particularly controversial issue in this context. This book’s main message is that a common
understanding regarding the history of East Asia is possible, even though some differences remain.
It is not only a major contribution to reconciliation in the region, but as the first textbook on the
history of East Asia written collaboratively by scholars from three East Asian countries, it is also
highly recommended for use in an anglophone teaching environment. The authors are a group of
historians, teachers and concerned citizens from China, Japan and South Korea.

japanese textbooks controversy: History Education and National Identity in East Asia Edward
Vickers, 2013-09-13 Visions of the past are crucual to the way that any community imagines itself
and constructs its identity. This edited volume contains the first significant studies of the politics of
history education in East Asian societies.

japanese textbooks controversy: Korea Update , 1995

japanese textbooks controversy: East Asia's Haunted Present Tsuyoshi Hasegawa, Kazuhiko
Togo, 2008-06-30 This collection of essays by leading scholars from Japan, China, South Korea, and
the United States examines how and why bitter historical memories have resurfaced in recent years
as freshly virulent and contentious issues between Japan and its neighbors—especially China and
South Korea. Moreover, it seeks to identify what set of conditions and what sequence of measures
will enable these modern nations to manage, palliate, and exorcise the wrongs of the past in a spirit
of reconciliation, so that the dangerous growth of nationalist resentments and revanchism can be
checked. Comfort women ... the Yasukuni Shrine ... the history textbook controversies ... The single
sorest issue confronting East Asia today is the growing animosity and conflict between Japan and its
neighbors—especially China and South Korea—over their respective and collective memories of
Japan's pre-1945 militaristic aggression, oppression, and atrocities. Even as East Asia has
established itself as one of the most vibrant economic regions of the world, the strident nationalisms
that have emerged here in the post-Cold War period have exacerbated historical grievances and
heightened the international tensions that separate Japan from China and South Korea, blocking the
development of an international system based on comity and cooperation.

japanese textbooks controversy: The Search for Reconciliation Yinan He, 2009-04-27
Focusing on two case studies from East Asia and Europe, Yinan He argues that the key to interstate
reconciliation is the harmonization of national memories.

japanese textbooks controversy: Globalization, Development And Security In Asia (In 4




Volumes) , 2014-04-28 Asian countries are undergoing rapid political, economic and social
transformations; meanwhile, there is a growing demand for knowing more about Asia. This Major
Reference Set is designed to help general readers as well as specialists to have a good grasp of the
latest developments in Asia in the key areas of economic growth, trade, energy, environment,
foreign policy and security.With 4 volumes, this set covers all major dimensions of Asia's political
economy. Contributors include both scholars and practitioners who provide first-hand description
and analysis of fundamental issues in Asia.Peace and political stability are of ultimate importance,
with Asia at the forefront of wealth creation in the global economy. Volume 1 unpacks and examines
the foreign policy strategies of key states and the role of regional institutions in responding to the
security demands of an Asian century.Volume 2 studies the strong economic integration through
trade and cross-border investment that has been essential to Asia. The region's future prosperity
depends on it being able to remain open and outward-looking. As Asia grows larger and richer, more
concerted efforts are required to surmount regional rivalry and to further strengthen the regional
architecture of economic cooperation.Volume 3 looks at the emerging economies' thirst for energy
that creates huge competition, around which domestic, regional, and international political economy
unfolds. Climate change and aspiration for sustainable development further complicate the
challenge.Volume 4 offers a comprehensive coverage of subjects on environment and sustainable
development in Asia with case studies of selected and representative countries that are at different
stages of economic development and facing different environment-related problems and challenges
in the twenty-first century.This interdisciplinary set is a fine example of international cooperation,
with contributors hailing from different parts of Asia as well as North America and Europe. It is a
must-have for anyone keen on understanding Asia's dynamic and changing scene.
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