
arabic textbooks

arabic textbooks are essential resources for anyone looking to learn the Arabic language, whether for
academic purposes, professional development, or personal interest. These textbooks cater to a wide range of
learners, from beginners to advanced students, and cover various aspects of the language, including grammar,
vocabulary, pronunciation, and cultural context. In this article, we will explore the different types of Arabic
textbooks available, their importance in language acquisition, notable publishers, and tips for choosing the
right textbook for your needs. We will also look at supplementary materials and resources that can enhance
your learning experience, making the journey into the Arabic language both enjoyable and effective.
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Understanding Arabic Language Structure

The Arabic language is unique in its structure and presents different challenges and opportunities for learners.
It is a Semitic language characterized by its root-based morphology, where words are formed from a set of
consonantal roots. Understanding the basics of Arabic grammar is crucial for mastering the language. Arabic
is also written from right to left, which is a significant adjustment for those accustomed to Latin scripts.

Arabic is divided into several dialects, which can vary markedly from one region to another. Modern Standard
Arabic (MSA) is the formal language used in writing and formal speech, while colloquial dialects, such as
Egyptian, Levantine, and Gulf Arabic, are used in everyday conversation. This distinction is vital for learners
to consider when selecting textbooks, as some may focus exclusively on MSA, while others incorporate
colloquial usage.

Types of Arabic Textbooks

Arabic textbooks can be categorized based on their target audience and learning objectives. The following are
some common types:

Beginner Textbooks: These are designed for learners who have little to no prior knowledge of the Arabic
language. They often introduce basic vocabulary, essential grammar rules, and simple dialogues.

Intermediate Textbooks: Aimed at students who have a foundational understanding of Arabic, these
textbooks delve deeper into grammar, expand vocabulary, and introduce more complex texts and themes.

Advanced Textbooks: These resources are for learners who are proficient in Arabic and wish to refine
their skills. They often include literature, advanced grammar, and specialized vocabulary for specific



fields.

Textbooks for Specific Purposes: These are tailored for learners with specific goals, such as business
Arabic, medical Arabic, or Arabic for travelers.

Each type serves a distinct purpose, allowing learners to progress at their own pace and according to their
specific goals. When selecting a textbook, it's essential to consider your current proficiency level and what
you hope to achieve through your studies.

Notable Publishers of Arabic Textbooks

Several publishers have established themselves as leaders in the field of Arabic language education. These
publishers are known for their high-quality materials that cater to various learning styles and levels. Some
notable publishers include:

Georgetown University Press: Known for its comprehensive series on Arabic language learning, including
"Alif Baa," a foundational textbook for beginners.

Oxford University Press: Offers a range of textbooks and resources, including "Mastering Arabic,"
which is well-regarded for its engaging approach.

Arab World Books: Publishes a variety of materials that focus on both language and culture, making it
a great choice for those interested in a holistic learning experience.

Cambridge University Press: Provides textbooks that emphasize communication skills and cultural
understanding, essential for effective language learning.

These publishers are renowned for their pedagogical approaches and commitment to providing learners with the
tools necessary for success in mastering the Arabic language.

Choosing the Right Arabic Textbook

Selecting the right Arabic textbook is crucial for effective language acquisition. When considering which
textbook to choose, keep the following factors in mind:

Learning Goals: Define what you want to achieve. Are you learning Arabic for travel, business, or
academic purposes? Your goals will influence your choice of textbook.

Proficiency Level: Assess your current language level. Beginners should look for books that introduce
the language gradually, while advanced learners might prefer textbooks that challenge their skills.

Teaching Methodology: Different textbooks employ various teaching methods. Some may focus on
grammar, while others emphasize conversational skills. Choose one that aligns with your preferred
learning style.

Supplementary Resources: Consider whether the textbook comes with additional resources, such as
audio materials, workbooks, or online access to exercises and quizzes.



By taking these factors into account, learners can find a textbook that not only fits their needs but also
enhances their overall learning experience.

Supplementary Materials for Arabic Learning

While textbooks are invaluable, supplementary materials can greatly enhance the learning experience. These
resources provide additional practice and exposure to the language. Some effective supplementary materials
include:

Workbooks: These often accompany textbooks and provide exercises to reinforce the material learned in
the main book.

Online Courses: Platforms like language learning apps and websites offer interactive lessons that
complement textbook learning.

Audio Resources: Listening to native speakers through CDs or online platforms can improve
pronunciation and listening skills.

Language Exchange Programs: Engaging with native speakers can provide practical experience and
cultural insights that textbooks may lack.

Utilizing these supplementary materials alongside textbooks can create a more robust and engaging learning
environment, leading to better retention and understanding of the Arabic language.

Conclusion

Arabic textbooks are a vital component of the language learning process, offering structured content and a
wealth of resources to guide learners from initial exposure to advanced proficiency. By understanding the
different types of textbooks available, the notable publishers, and the importance of supplementary materials,
learners can make informed decisions that align with their goals and preferences. The journey of learning Arabic
can be both rewarding and enriching, opening doors to new cultures and opportunities.

Q: What are the best Arabic textbooks for beginners?
A: Some of the best Arabic textbooks for beginners include "Alif Baa" by Georgetown University Press,
"Mastering Arabic" by Jane Wightwick and Mahmoud Gaafar, and "Arabic for Life" by Dr. Reem Bassiouney. These
books provide a solid foundation in basic vocabulary and grammar.

Q: Are there Arabic textbooks focused on colloquial dialects?
A: Yes, there are textbooks specifically designed to teach colloquial Arabic dialects. Books like "Kallimni
'Arabi" focus on Egyptian Arabic, while "Lebanese Arabic" series target the dialect spoken in Lebanon.



Q: How do I choose the right Arabic textbook for my needs?
A: To choose the right Arabic textbook, define your learning goals, assess your proficiency level, consider
your preferred teaching methodology, and check for supplementary resources that can aid your learning.

Q: Can I learn Arabic effectively using only textbooks?
A: While textbooks are an essential resource, effective language learning often requires a combination of
textbooks, supplementary materials, and real-world practice through conversation and immersion.

Q: What supplementary materials can help with learning Arabic?
A: Supplementary materials include workbooks for practice, online courses for interactive learning, audio
resources for improving listening skills, and language exchange programs for conversational practice.

Q: Are there any specific publishers renowned for quality Arabic textbooks?
A: Yes, notable publishers for quality Arabic textbooks include Georgetown University Press, Oxford
University Press, Arab World Books, and Cambridge University Press, each offering a range of resources for
different proficiency levels.

Q: How important is grammar in learning Arabic?
A: Grammar is crucial in learning Arabic as it forms the foundation for constructing sentences, understanding
meanings, and improving overall communication skills in both written and spoken forms.

Q: What is the difference between Modern Standard Arabic and colloquial
Arabic?
A: Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is the formal version used in writing and official communication, while
colloquial Arabic refers to the various dialects spoken in everyday conversation, which can differ
significantly from MSA.

Q: Do Arabic textbooks include cultural context?
A: Many Arabic textbooks incorporate cultural context to provide learners with a deeper understanding of
the language's usage, idiomatic expressions, and the cultural nuances of Arabic-speaking countries.

Q: How can I enhance my learning experience with Arabic textbooks?
A: To enhance your learning experience, use textbooks alongside supplementary materials, engage in
conversations with native speakers, and immerse yourself in Arabic through media, such as music, films, and
podcasts.
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  arabic textbooks: Arabic for Life Bassam K. Frangieh, 2011-09-27 Arabic for Life takes an
intensive, comprehensive approach to beginning Arabic instruction and is specifically tailored to the
needs of talented and dedicated students. Unlike the other Arabic textbooks on the market, Arabic
for Life is not specifically focused on either grammar or proficiency. Instead, it offers a balanced
methodology that combines these goals. Frangieh has created a book that is full of energy and
excitement about Arabic language and culture, and it effectively transmits that excitement to
students. Arabic for Life offers a dynamic and multidimensional view of the Arab world that
incorporates language with Arabic culture and intellectual thought.
  arabic textbooks: Essential Arabic Fethi Mansouri, 2013-09-03 This portable, user-friendly
Arabic language guide, phrasebook and dictionary is the easiest and most affordable way to learn
Arabic before and during your trip. If you only want to purchase one Arabic language book--Essential
Arabic is the way to go. Part of Tuttle Publishing's Essential Series, it is a great first introduction
and beginner guide to the language of the Arab world and is also designed as an Arabic phrasebook,
making it the most versatile Arabic language learning tool on the market. Perfect for business
people or tourist traveling to the Middle East or for students who want to supplement their learning,
this book's easy indexing feature allows it to act as an Arabic phrasebook or as an English-Arabic
dictionary. A clever point to feature allows you to simply point to a phrase translated in Arabic
without the need to say a single word. You will soon find yourself turning to Essential Arabic again
and again when visiting the Arab world and working or interacting with Arabic speakers. In this
book you will find: Over 1500 practical sentences for everyday use. A glossary of over 200 terms and
expressions. Extensive information about Arabic grammar and pronunciation. Latest Arabic
vocabulary and Arabic phrases for smartphones, social media and more. This beginner Arabic
language book will help you to quickly and easily learn Arabic. Your ability to read Arabic, write
Arabic, speak Arabic, and comprehend Arabic will be vastly improved without having to take an
entire Arabic language class. Other titles in this bestselling series of phrasebooks include: Essential
Japanese, Essential Chinese, Essential Korean, Essential Tagalog, and Essential Arabic.
  arabic textbooks: Arabic Language Handbook Mary Catherine Bateson, 1967 The demand
for information on learning Arabic has grown spectacularly as English-speaking people have come to
realize how much there is yet to know about other parts of the world. It is fitting that this Arabic
Language Handbook, complementing Georgetown University Press's exceptional Arabic language
textbooks, is the first in a new series: Georgetown Classics in Arabic Language and Linguistics.
Sparked by the new demand, this reprint of a genuinely gold-standard language volume provides a
streamlined reference on the structure of the Arabic language and issues in Arabic linguistics, from
dialectics to literature. Originally published in 1967, the essential information on the structure of the
language remains accurate, and it continues to be the most concise reference summary for
researchers, linguists, students, area specialists, and others interested in Arabic.
  arabic textbooks: Handbook for Arabic Language Teaching Professionals in the 21st
Century, Volume II Kassem M. Wahba, Liz England, Zeinab A. Taha, 2017-07-06 Drawing on the
collective expertise of language scholars and educators in a variety of subdisciplines, the Handbook
for Arabic Language Teaching Professionals in the 21st Century, Volume II, provides a
comprehensive treatment of teaching and research in Arabic as a second and foreign language
worldwide. Keeping a balance among theory, research and practice, the content is organized around
12 themes: Trends and Recent Issues in Teaching and Learning Arabic Social, Political and
Educational Contexts of Arabic Language Teaching and Learning Identifying Core Issues in Practice
Language Variation, Communicative Competence and Using Frames in Arabic Language Teaching
and Learning Arabic Programs: Goals, Design and Curriculum Teaching and Learning Approaches:
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Content-Based Instruction and Curriculum Arabic Teaching and Learning: Classroom Language
Materials and Language Corpora Assessment, Testing and Evaluation Methodology of Teaching
Arabic: Skills and Components Teacher Education and Professional Development
Technology-Mediated Teaching and Learning Future Directions The field faces new challenges since
the publication of Volume I, including increasing and diverse demands, motives and needs for
learning Arabic across various contexts of use; a need for accountability and academic research
given the growing recognition of the complexity and diverse contexts of teaching Arabic; and an
increasing shortage of and need for quality of instruction. Volume II addresses these challenges. It is
designed to generate a dialogue—continued from Volume I—among professionals in the field leading
to improved practice, and to facilitate interactions, not only among individuals but also among
educational institutions within a single country and across different countries.
  arabic textbooks: Arabic in Modern Hebrew Texts Mohamed A.H. Ahmed, 2019-09-27
Focusing on the literary works of the writers Shimon Ballas, Sami Michael and Eli Amir, this book
examines their use of their native Iraqi Arabic in their Hebrew works. It examines the influence of
Arabic language and culture and explores questions of language, place and belonging from the
perspective of sociolinguistics and multilingualism.
  arabic textbooks: Myriad Venues: Unveiling the Diversity of Arabic Texts Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-07-11 Embark on a literary odyssey through the captivating world of Arabic texts with
Myriad Venues: Unveiling the Diversity of Arabic Texts. This comprehensive guide invites readers to
explore the rich tapestry of Arabic literature, showcasing its historical significance, cultural
nuances, and enduring legacy. Within these pages, you'll discover a treasure trove of insights into
the linguistic intricacies of Arabic, the diverse genres that encompass Arabic literature, and the
profound impact it has had on shaping cultural identities. Delve into the works of renowned classical
and contemporary authors, uncovering the timeless wisdom and artistry embedded within their
words. Myriad Venues delves into the fascinating realm of Arabic texts in translation, examining the
challenges and triumphs of bridging linguistic and cultural gaps. Witness how Arabic literature
transcends boundaries, fostering intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding. Explore the ways
in which translated Arabic texts have enriched global literary landscapes and influenced literary
trends worldwide. Furthermore, this book investigates the intricate relationship between Arabic
texts and cultural exchange. Discover how literature serves as a powerful medium for promoting
cultural understanding, breaking down barriers, and fostering empathy among people of diverse
backgrounds. Arabic texts have played a pivotal role in shaping national and individual identities,
contributing to a rich and vibrant cultural heritage. Myriad Venues also sheds light on the
transformative power of Arabic texts in addressing social issues and driving social change.
Literature has often been a catalyst for social progress, challenging societal norms, empowering
marginalized voices, and advocating for justice. Explore how Arabic texts have confronted issues
such as gender inequality, political oppression, and environmental degradation, inspiring readers to
reflect on societal challenges and work towards a more just and equitable world. This book is an
essential resource for scholars, students, and anyone seeking a deeper appreciation of Arabic
literature and its profound impact on cultures and societies. Myriad Venues offers a comprehensive
and engaging journey through the diverse and captivating world of Arabic texts, leaving readers
with a newfound understanding of this literary treasure. If you like this book, write a review!
  arabic textbooks: The Splendid Tale of Arabic Texts Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-15
Embark on a captivating literary journey through the vibrant landscape of Arabic literature with The
Splendid Tale of Arabic Texts. This comprehensive and accessible introduction invites readers from
all backgrounds to explore the rich history, diverse genres, and profound themes that have shaped
this enduring literary tradition. From its origins in the pre-Islamic era to its flourishing during the
Islamic Golden Age, Arabic literature has left an indelible mark on world literature. In this book, we
delve into the heart of this literary legacy, tracing the development of Arabic poetry, prose, drama,
and criticism across centuries. Discover the lyrical beauty of Arabic poetry, with its intricate rhyme
schemes and evocative imagery. Explore the captivating narratives of Arabic prose, ranging from



historical chronicles to philosophical treatises to enchanting tales of adventure and romance. Delve
into the insights of Arabic criticism, which offers a sophisticated framework for understanding and
appreciating literary works. Meet a diverse cast of characters, from legendary heroes and heroines
to ordinary men and women, as they navigate love, loss, joy, and sorrow. Witness the interplay of
cultures and civilizations as Arabic literature reflects the changing social and political landscape of
the Arab world. The Splendid Tale of Arabic Texts is more than just a literary exploration; it is an
invitation to cultural understanding and self-discovery. As you immerse yourself in the works of
Arabic authors, you will gain insights into different worldviews, historical contexts, and cultural
norms. You will develop empathy for others, broaden your perspectives, and challenge your
assumptions about the world. With its engaging narrative style and in-depth analysis, this book is the
perfect companion for students, scholars, and general readers alike. Whether you are new to Arabic
literature or seeking to deepen your understanding, The Splendid Tale of Arabic Texts will captivate
and inspire you. Join us on this literary adventure and discover the enduring magic of Arabic
literature. If you like this book, write a review!
  arabic textbooks: Concepts of Authorship in Pre-Modern Arabic Texts Lale Behzadi,
Jaakko Hämeen-Anttila, 2016-03-22
  arabic textbooks: Hermeneutics and the Problem of Translating Traditional Arabic
Texts Alsayed M. Aly Ismail, 2017-08-21 This book focuses on the problematic issues arising when
translating and interpreting classical Arabic texts, which represent a challenging business for many
scholars, especially with regards to religious texts. Additionally, the reception of these
interpretations and translations not only informs the perception of Muslims and their awareness of
the outside world, but also impacts the vision and perception of non-Muslims of Islam and the
Muslim world. Consequently, this book reconsiders the concepts of understanding and
interpretation, and their nexus in the mechanism of translation, and proposes a novel, hermeneutic
method of translating, interpreting, and understanding traditional and classical Arab texts. Handling
the issues of understanding from a hermeneutical perspective is shown here to remove the
possibility of translation and interpretation rendering a distorted translated text. Drawing on the
powerful interpretive theories of Hans-Georg Gadamer and Martin Heidegger, the hermeneutic
method of translation starts from a premise that the meaning of a classical text cannot be deduced
solely by linguistic analysis of its words, but requires in-depth investigation of the invisible,
contextual elements that control and shape its meaning. Traditional texts are seen in this model as
‘travelling texts’ whose meaning is transformed across time and space. The hermeneutic method of
translation allows the translator to identify those elements from the real-world that informed a
classical text at the time of its writing, so that it can be adapted and made relevant to its
contemporary context. Traditional texts can enlighten our minds and cultivate our souls; religious
texts can elevate our behavior and thinking, and help refine our confused contemporary lives. When
texts become isolated from their world, they lose this lofty goal of enlightenment and elevation.
  arabic textbooks: Study of the Arabic Texts Containing Material on South-East Asia Tibbetts,
1979-12
  arabic textbooks: Continuation of the Experiences of the Nations ... Arabic Texts ... Reigns of
Taʻi and Qadir Henry Frederick Amedroz, David Samuel Margoliouth, 1921
  arabic textbooks: Standard Arabic Student's Book James Dickins, Janet C. E. Watson,
1999-03-04 This course is designed for students who have completed a first-level course in Arabic
and wish to pursue the subject to degree level. It aims to develop thoroughly the four basic language
skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening, making extensive use of authentic Arabic materials.
Each of the twenty chapters is based around a particular topic relating to the culture, history,
politics, geography or society of the Arab Middle East, to give students an insight into important
aspects of the region. This topic-based approach allows students to tackle vocabulary and structures
in a coherent and concentrated manner. Each chapter contains materials for translation into and
from Arabic, aural texts, précis passages, suggested oral discussion topics, and a variety of exercises
including comprehension in English and Arabic. Accompanying cassettes and a teacher's handbook



are available.
  arabic textbooks: Icons, Ornaments, and Other Charms of Christian Arabic Books Oana
Iacubovschi, Samuel Noble, Ioana Feodorov, 2025-02-17 This edited volume collects the proceedings
of the second of two conferences organized by the Typarabic project. It presents the research results
of the project, with a focus in this second volume on decorative features of Christian Arabic
manuscripts from the 18th century.
  arabic textbooks: Foundations of Arabic Grammar: A Parallel English-Arabic Textbook Rashid
al-Shartuni, 2016-01-01 Arabic is the key to unlocking the treasures of the Islamic heritage. It is a
means of understanding the Qur’an and its secrets, a path to grasping the meanings of the sunnah
and its profundities, and a way into the depths of Arabic literature and its riches. Foundations of
Arabic Grammar is a translation of the first volume of Rashid al-Shartuni’s hugely popular textbook
on Arabic grammar, Mabadi al-‘Arabiyyah (edited by Hamid al-Muhammadi). It consists of
forty-eight short and easy-to-understand lessons on morphology and syntax. The topics are
systematically arranged and the material is presented in a simple and lucid style, tailored
specifically to the needs of beginners to the subject. Learning is further facilitated by means of
carefully constructed exercises at the end of each lesson, a bilingual glossary of grammatical terms,
and a parallel English-Arabic layout of the text.
  arabic textbooks: Extracting Proper nouns in Electronically English and Arabic Texts.
Theoretical Background and Practices Marwan Al Omari, 2022-06-01 Project Report from the
year 2018 in the subject Computer Sciences - Computational linguistics, grade: 16/20, Lebanese
International University, language: English, abstract: Before starting the research for the ways to
extract proper nouns, we should ask ourselves what is proper noun. According to British council
learning center, proper nouns are the names of organizations including companies, places, and
people. However, what is the benefit of proper nouns? They give the reader a surface knowledge of
what is going on in any given content. Sometimes, the text or sentence is worthless without the
specific nouns, which include. People usually read articles for the famous people, places, or
organizations they speak about. Many studies in English language have been conducted in the Name
recognition of proper nouns while in Arabic it is still at its early stages. The coding files can meet the
goal of extracting proper nouns but not even close to 100% accuracy. By the use of modules that
understand the sentence structure as Lingua::EN::NamedEntity, the result would score a higher
accuracy, however, does not achieve a satisfactory results. In addition, the Arabic systems of its both
methods: rule-based or machine learning are still no comparable to systems that have been
developed in the English language, which opens a wide scope for researches to work on NERA
(Name Entity Recognition in Arabic language).
  arabic textbooks: The Rise of the Arabic Book Beatrice Gruendler, 2020-10-13 The history of
the book has overwhelmingly focused on Europe. But during the Middle Ages, a crucial period of its
development, the book was far more popular among speakers of Arabic. Beatrice Gruendler corrects
this scholarly oversight, exploring the material resources that underlay the rich world of Medieval
Arabic letters.
  arabic textbooks: A World of Beasts: A Thirteenth-Century Illustrated Arabic Book on Animals
(the Kitāb Na‘t al-Ḥayawān) in the Ibn Bakhtīshū‘ Tradition Anna Contadini, 2011-11-11 The Kitāb
Naʿt al-Ḥayawān is the earliest of a group of illustrated manuscripts dealing with the characteristics
of animals and their medicinal uses. The present study considers both the confluence of textual
traditions within this work and the stylistic and iconographic relationships of its illustrations, which
make it a key witness to early thirteenth-century Arab painting. After a re-evaluation of previous
approaches, emphasis is placed on relating image to text, on stylistic affiliations, and on the
modalities of production, supported by technical analyses undertaken for the first time. In
elucidating the particular context of this unique manuscript, the study contributes to our
understanding of a critical period in the development of Middle Eastern painting and art.
  arabic textbooks: Supplementary Catalogue of Arabic Printed Books British Museum.
Department of Oriental Printed Books and Manuscripts, 1926



  arabic textbooks: Catalogue of Arabic Printed Books in the British Museum: A-Z.
1894-1901 British Museum. Department of Oriental Printed Books and Manuscripts, Alexander
George Ellis, 1894
  arabic textbooks: Arabic J. R. Smart, Frances Altorfer, 2010 This product is most effective
when used in conjunction with the corresponding double CD. - You can purchase the book and
double CD as a pack (ISBN: 9781444100174) - The double CD is also sold separately (ISBN:
9781444100181) (copy and paste the ISBN number into the search bar to find these products) Do
you want to be able to speak, read and write Modern Standard Arabic confidently? This bestselling
course from Teach Yourself, the No.1 brand in language learning teaches Modern Standard Arabic
(MSA), used in writing and formal speech throughout the Arabic-speaking world to enable
communication between speakers of the various regional varieties of Arabic. This new edition has
complete audio support available separately - MP3 compatible. To learn the spoken Arabic of the
Gulf region, pick up a copy of Complete Spoken Arabic (of the Gulf), also from Teach Yourself.
Complete Arabic is structured in thematic units and the emphasis is placed on communication, so
that you effortlessly progress from introducing yourself and dealing with everyday situations, to
using the phone and talking about work. By the end of this course, you will be at Level B2 of the
Common European Framework for Languages: Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity
that makes regular interaction with native speakers quite possible without strain for either party.
Learn effortlessly with a new easy-to-read page design and interactive features: NOT GOT MUCH
TIME? One, five and ten-minute introductions to key principles to get you started. AUTHOR
INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with common problems and quick tips for success, based on the
author's many years of experience. GRAMMAR TIPS Easy-to-follow building blocks to give you a
clear understanding. USEFUL VOCABULARY Easy to find and learn, to build a solid foundation for
speaking. DIALOGUES Read and listen to everyday dialogues to help you speak and understand fast.
PRONUNCIATION Don't sound like a tourist! Perfect your pronunciation before you go. TEST
YOURSELF Tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress. EXTEND YOUR
KNOWLEDGE Extra online articles at: www.teachyourself.com to give you a richer understanding of
the culture and history of the Arab world. TRY THIS Innovative exercises illustrate what you've
learnt and how to use it.
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