are textbooks considered primary sources

are textbooks considered primary sources is a question that often arises in academic circles, particularly
among students and researchers. Understanding the distinction between primary and secondary sources is
crucial for effective research and analysis. Textbooks, widely used in educational settings, serve as
comprehensive compilations of knowledge on various subjects. However, whether they qualify as primary
sources depends on the context of their use and the information they contain. This article will explore the
definitions of primary and secondary sources, illustrate the characteristics of textbooks, and provide
guidance on when textbooks may be regarded as primary sources. Additionally, we will discuss the

implications of this classification for students and researchers.
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Understanding Primary and Secondary Sources

To answer the question of whether textbooks are considered primary sources, one must first understand
what constitutes primary and secondary sources in academic research. Primary sources are original
materials that provide direct evidence or firsthand accounts of an event, phenomenon, or topic. Examples of

primary sources include:

Original research articles

Diaries and personal journals

Letters and correspondence

Photographs and videos

Official documents and records



e Interviews and oral histories

These sources are valuable because they offer direct insights into the subject matter without the influence

of interpretation or analysis from others.

Conversely, secondary sources analyze, interpret, or summarize information from primary sources. These

can include:

Textbooks

e Review articles

Biographies

e Documentaries

Critical essays

Secondary sources are essential for contextualizing primary data, offering interpretations, and providing

broader perspectives on specific subjects.

Characteristics of Textbooks

Textbooks are educational resources designed to convey foundational knowledge on specific subjects. They

are typically structured to facilitate learning and often contain a variety of features, including:

Chapters organized thematically

e Summaries and key points

o Exercises and review questions

Illustrations, graphs, and tables

References and bibliographies

While textbooks compile a wealth of information, they are generally regarded as secondary sources because
they synthesize and interpret existing knowledge rather than present original research findings. This
synthesis process involves selecting, organizing, and explaining information from various primary sources,

which can sometimes lead to a lack of direct evidence.



However, not all textbooks are created equal. Some may include primary source documents as part of their
content, particularly in subjects like history or literature, where excerpts from original documents or

works may be included to provide context or support the material discussed.

When Textbooks are Considered Primary Sources

In certain circumstances, textbooks can be classified as primary sources. This usually occurs when the
textbook itself is the subject of analysis or when it includes original content. Here are some scenarios where

textbooks may be seen as primary sources:

e Historical Context: If a textbook is analyzed for its perspective on a particular period or event, it can

serve as a primary source for understanding the educational and cultural context of that time.

e Original Contributions: Textbooks that present unique theories, research findings, or methodologies
developed by the authors can be considered primary sources, especially in fields like science or social

sciences.

e Educational Research: In studies examining pedagogical methods, curriculum development, or
educational standards, textbooks can serve as primary sources that reflect the educational framework

of a particular era.

e Inclusion of Original Documents: Some textbooks contain original documents, such as historical
speeches, legal texts, or literary works, which can classify them as primary sources in certain

contexts.

It is essential for researchers and students to be aware of these distinctions when using textbooks in their
academic work. Understanding the role of the textbook in their research can influence how they cite and

interpret the material.

Implications for Research and Academic Work

The classification of textbooks as primary or secondary sources has significant implications for students and
researchers. Knowing when to appropriately categorize a textbook can affect the overall research

methodology and the credibility of findings. Here are some important considerations:

e Citation Practices: Correctly identifying a textbook as a primary or secondary source can influence

citation styles and practices, which are critical in academic writing.

¢ Research Design: Researchers must carefully consider how they incorporate textbooks into their

studies. If a textbook is used as a primary source, it should be analyzed critically for its content and



context.

e Educational Insights: For educators, understanding the role of textbooks in shaping knowledge can

help in selecting appropriate materials that align with educational goals and curricular standards.

e Critical Analysis: Students should practice critical thinking when engaging with textbooks by

recognizing biases, perspectives, and the context in which the material was created.

Ultimately, the classification of textbooks impacts their utilization in academic and educational
environments. A nuanced understanding helps in making informed decisions regarding research

methodologies and pedagogical practices.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of whether textbooks are considered primary sources largely depends on the
context of their use and the nature of their content. While textbooks are primarily classified as secondary
sources due to their synthesis of information, they can also serve as primary sources in specific scenarios,
such as when they present original research or provide insight into historical perspectives. For students
and researchers, recognizing these distinctions is vital for effective research practices and critical analysis.
This informed approach not only enhances the quality of academic work but also contributes to a deeper

understanding of the material in question.

Q What defines a primary source?

A: A primary source is an original document or firsthand account that provides direct evidence about a

topic, event, or phenomenon. Examples include diaries, original research articles, and official records.

Q How do textbooks differ from primary sources?

A: Textbooks typically synthesize and interpret information from various primary sources, making them

secondary sources. They provide context and analysis rather than original firsthand accounts.

Q: Are textbooks useful for historical research?

A: Yes, textbooks can be useful for historical research, especially when analyzing their content for insights

into the educational context of their time or for the inclusion of primary documents.



Q: Can a textbook ever be a primary source?

A: Yes, a textbook can be a primary source if it presents original research, unique theories, or is analyzed in

terms of its historical context or educational methodologies.

Q What should researchers consider when using textbooks?

A: Researchers should consider the context in which the textbook is used, its content, and whether it

includes original materials, as well as how it fits into their overall research methodology.

Q How can textbooks impact educational practices?

A: Textbooks can shape educational practices by providing frameworks and content that inform curriculum

development, teaching methods, and learning outcomes in educational settings.

Q Why is it important to distinguish between primary and secondary
sources?

A: Distinguishing between primary and secondary sources is important for ensuring accurate citations,

effective research methodologies, and the credibility of findings in academic work.

Q What types of materials are typically found in textbooks?

A: Textbooks commonly contain chapters organized by themes, summaries, exercises, illustrations, graphs,

and references to other academic works or primary sources.
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process of how to progress through the seven stages of the framework, and provides suggestions for
seamlessly integrating emerging technologies into instruction. The text provides classroom-ready
examples and explicit scaffolding, such as sources analysis sheets for various types of primary and
secondary sources. Readers can use this resource to give students the skills and knowledge
necessary to think critically and create evidence-based narratives, in a manner similar to
professionals in the field. Book Features: Offers a grounded means for conducting higher-order
reasoning and inquiry.Demonstrates how to integrate this approach in various disciplinary areas,
such as social studies, English/language arts, mathematics, and science. Provides user-friendly
lessons and activities.Includes resources to assist students throughout the inquiry process.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Collecting Educational Media Anke Hertling,
Peter Carrier, 2022-04-08 Over the last two centuries, collectors from around the world have
historicized, politicized, and digitized media in the pursuit of knowledge and education. This
collected volume explores collections of educational media and their bearing on the ways in which
people learn in both the present and future, how and why material objects have been used
worldwide to store and maintain knowledge for politically expedient reasons, and how our
understanding of digital collections can be adequately understood only in relation to, and as an
extension and adaptation of, the historically contingent material collections from which they
emerged.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Writing and Developing Your College
Textbook Mary Ellen Lepionka, 2008 This is the comprehensively revised second edition of a
popular professional book on textbook writing and finding one's way in the higher education
publishing world--for academic authors and editors, college instructors, and instructional designers.
The second edition has two new chapters on the latest industry trends--such as the pricing revolt,
open access movement, and wiki-textbook phenomenon, and on the use of learning objectives to
structure textbook package development. Every chapter features new sections, links, forms, models,
or examples from an even greater range of college courses. Contains updated and expanded
appendices, glossary entries, references, bibliography entries, and index. BISAC: Language Arts &
Disciplines/Authorship and Publishing

are textbooks considered primary sources: Comic Books and American Cultural History
Matthew Pustz, 2012-02-23 Comic Books and American Cultural History is an anthology that
examines the ways in which comic books can be used to understand the history of the United States.
Over the last twenty years, there has been a proliferation of book-length works focusing on the
history of comic books, but few have investigated how comics can be used as sources for doing
American cultural history. These original essays illustrate ways in which comic books can be used as
resources for scholars and teachers. Part 1 of the book examines comics and graphic novels that
demonstrate the techniques of cultural history; the essays in Part 2 use comics and graphic novels as
cultural artifacts; the third part of the book studies the concept of historical identity through the
20th century; and the final section focuses on different treatments of contemporary American
history. Discussing topics that range from romance comics and Superman to American Flagg! and Ex
Machina, this is a vivid collection that will be useful to anyone studying comic books or teaching
American history.

are textbooks considered primary sources: The Educator's Handbook for Teaching with
Primary Sources Scott M. Waring, 2023 Educators across subject areas are striving to integrate
primary sources into their pedagogy and teaching. Yet, despite their importance to authentic
disciplined inquiry, the implementation of primary source activities in the pre-K-12 classroom has
been limited. This lack of utilization can largely be attributed to the perception that these activities
are too complex to design, implement, and grade. Many teachers also feel that primary source
analysis and the construction of evidence-based narratives is too difficult for students to complete in
the traditional classroom. Waring argues that this is not the case and, with this handbook, provides
teacher candidates and inservice teachers with detailed and specific perspectives, activities,
approaches, and resources to help them effectively and authentically use primary sources in their




classrooms. Book Features: Introduces teaching with primary sources, including detailed examples
of authentic and tested instructional ideas and approaches. Designed to meet the needs of classroom
teachers and teacher candidates in social studies, English and language arts, mathematics, science,
and other fields. Offers dozens of primary sources and links to resources throughout the book. Aligns
to national standards, frameworks, and the C3 framework for social studies. Can be used to meet the
needs of emerging English learners and students with special needs. Focuses on ways in which
educators are utilizing a variety of emerging technologies to engage students in deeper and more
authentic ways of learning.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Conducting Authentic Historical Inquiry
Scott M. Waring, Richard Hartshorne, 2020 Engaging students with primary sources fosters inquiry,
critical thinking, and deductive reasoning skills, all of which are vitally important to success in
school and beyond. Simply inserting primary sources into the classroom is not enough. This resource
uses the best of emerging Internet applications (Web 2.0) to capture the interest of today’s students
who have grown up using diverse technologies and multiple applications such as podcasts, social
networks, social bookmarks, digital curation, and blogs. Readers will learn about the SOURCES
Framework, an innovative approach for scaffolding inquiry-rich social studies instructional practices.
Filled with multiple classroom-ready examples that seamlessly integrate Web 2.0 applications, the
authors provide readers with the tools and confidence to create instructional opportunities to
engage learners in authentic historical inquiry. The goal is to give students the skills and knowledge
necessary to think critically, engage with sources, and create authentic, evidence-based narratives.
Book Features: Offers effective and engaging methods for teaching with primary and secondary
sources while seamlessly integrating emerging technologies. Fosters critical thinking skills and
deductive reasoning skills while allowing instructors an opportunity to personalize learning
environments. Provides students with opportunities to authentically construct historical narratives,
replicating methods utilized by historians. Introduces an innovative framework for teaching with
primary and secondary sources. Includes web links to make it easy for the reader to see examples
and resources and video walk-throughs related to many of the Web 2.0 tools.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Textbooks and Educational Media:
Perspectives from Subject Education Péter Bagoly-Sim¢, Zuzana Sikorova, 2021-08-05 This book
brings together empirical research and conceptual work on textbooks and education media from 13
countries and 17 disciplines. Along with textbook production, usage, and development, it also
explores the interconnectedness of (educational) policy and teaching and learning materials.
Further, the book offers insights into regional and local discourses (e.g. specific theories of
Portuguese- and Spanish-speaking countries as well as Nordic countries, contrasting their theories
with international literature), practices, and solutions with regard to teaching selected subjects at
the pre-primary, primary, secondary, and tertiary level. This book also discusses the specific
combinations of subjects (e.g. Physics, Biology, Geography, Swedish, English) and their
subject-specific education (e.g. Physics Education or Didactics). Lastly, it examines the work of a
number of early-career researchers, giving them a voice and bringing in fresh ideas currently being
developed in various countries around the globe. This proceedings volume will appeal to publishers,
subject educators in primary, secondary, and tertiary education, and academic researchers from the
fields of textbooks, educational media and subject-specific education. Its international authorship
and explicit focus on subject-specific particularities of educational media provide a unique and
comprehensive overview.

are textbooks considered primary sources: English | AICTE Prescribed Textbook -
English Kul Bhushun Kumar, 2021-11-01 The Book on English in your hand is a textbook intended
for the second language learners who wish to learn English but have a less environment in
conversing with others in English. The book covers AICTE model curriculum for first year
undergraduate degree courses in Engineering and Technology. The book is meant to familiarize the
students with different aspects and genres in English including reading, listening comprehension,
written and speaking skills. A must-buy for the students of engineering, Management and



Humanities, the book combines reference grammar and practices exercises while maintaining a
practice- oriented approach. So, to solve the purpose, the book has been divided into six part that
highlights: 1. Vocabulary Building 2. Basic written Skills 3. Identifying Common Errors in Writing 4.
Nature and style of Sensible Writing 5. Writing Practices 6. Oral Communications Salient Features:
This book covers a wide range of topic such as conversation practice, vocabulary building , writing
practices and sentence Patterns which generates a great taste to its learners. Apart from the core
lessons, this course book includes additional reference tools strategies for learning independently,
vocabulary trainer and ideas for developing speaking skills. The sole purpose of the book is to
empower students with language and life skills the need to carry out to achieve their career goals. A
big part of the book is about the vocabulary, with numerous examples. It prepares the learners in
Business English for effective communication not only as students during their collegiate day but
also as employees after being employed. It is a complete guide for all business and processional
communication activities explaining in simple language how people interact with each other through
effective use of spoken and written English. To make the students face the competitive world, each
chapter of this book is clearly structured with a strategic approach to learn the target language from
the basic level. Therefore, it’s THE BEST book for every technical student who wants to understand
how English Works.

are textbooks considered primary sources: The Importance of Using Primary Sources in
Social Studies, K-8 Elaine M. Bukowiecki, 2014-03-12 This two-part book provides teachers in
kindergarten through grade eight with a valuable resource as how to include primary sources in a
social studies curriculum along with a required social studies textbook. The first section of this book
contains descriptions with relevant examples of primary documents and authentic artifacts that are
appropriate for incorporation into social studies classrooms. In the second part of this book, the
application of primary sources for specific social studies instruction is presented. This book
specifically presents ways to use primary sources as means to explore the community where the
students reside, to make connections to past and present events, and to research a specific change
agent in a particular place. Each chapter contains: questions and pedagogical strategies for
criticallly reading, viewing, and responding to varied authentic artifacts; techniques for interacting
with primary materials; modifications to meet the needs of diverse learners; assessment techniques;
information tied to technology and the “new literacies”; and connections to the National Curriculum
Standards for the Social Studies (2010) and the Common Core State Standards (2010).

are textbooks considered primary sources: Understanding Business Research Bart L.
Weathington, Christopher J. L. Cunningham, David ]J. Pittenger, 2012-08-20 Explore the essential
steps for data collection, reporting, and analysis in business research Understanding Business
Research offers a comprehensive introduction to the entire process of designing, conducting,
interpreting, and reporting findings in the business environment. With an emphasis on the human
factor, the book presents a complete set of tools for tackling complex behavioral and social
processes that are a part of data collection in industry settings. Utilizing numerous real-world
examples throughout, the authors begin by presenting an overview of the research process,
outlining key ideas relating to the business environment, ethics, and empirical methods. Quantitative
techniques and considerations that are specific to business research, including sampling and the use
of assessments, surveys, and objective measures are also introduced. Subsequent chapters outline
both common and specialized research designs for business data, including: Correlational Research
Single Variable Between-Subjects Research Correlated Groups Designs Qualitative and
Mixed-Method Research Between-Subjects Designs Between-Subjects Factorial Designs Research
with Categorical Data Each chapter is organized using an accessible, comprehensive pedagogy that
ensures a fluid presentation. Case studies showcase the real-world applications of the discussed
topics while critical thinking exercises and Knowledge Checks supply questions that allow readers to
test their comprehension of the presented material. Numerous graphics illustrate the visual nature
of the research, and chapter-end glossaries outline definitions of key terms. In addition, detailed
appendices provide a review of basic concepts and the most commonly used statistical tables.



Requiring only a basic understanding of statistics, Understanding Business Research is an excellent
book for courses on business statistics as well as business and management science research
methods at the graduate level. The book is also a valuable resource for practitioners in business,
finance, and management science who utilize qualitative and quantitative research methods in their
everyday work.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Research Methods for the Behavioral and
Social Sciences Bart L. Weathington, Christopher J. L. Cunningham, David ]. Pittenger, 2017-09-05
A comprehensive introduction to research methods and best practices for designing,conducting,
interpreting, and reporting findings This text is designed to develop in students a passion for
conducting research and an understanding of the practical value of systematic information-
gathering and decision-making. It features step-by-step coverage of the research process including
research design, statistical considerations, and guidance on writing up and presenting results.
Recognized leaders in the field—authors Bart Weathington, Christopher Cunningham, and David
Pittenger—present: Introductions to multiple research designs—including single-participant,
multi-group, longitudinal, correlational, and experimental designs—accompanied by examples
Bibliographic research and methods for appropriate sampling Identifying, developing, and
evaluating reliable and valid approaches to measurement The issues and steps common to all
single-factor and multifactor studies, as well as single-subject and nonexperimental methods How to
summarize research in writing that conforms to the editorial guidelines of the American
Psychological Association A comprehensive review of research methods and the statistical concepts
that support them, Research Methods for the Behavioral and Social Sciences offers the best
techniques for studying behavior and social phenomena.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Orthotics and Prosthetics in Rehabilitation
E-Book Kevin K Chui, Milagros Jorge, Sheng-Che Yen, Michelle M. Lusardi, 2019-07-06 **Selected
for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 in Orthopedics** Gain a strong foundation in the field of orthotics and
prosthetics! Orthotics and Prosthetics in Rehabilitation, 4th Edition is a clear, comprehensive,
one-stop resource for clinically relevant rehabilitation information and application. Divided into
three sections, this text gives you a foundation in orthotics and prosthetics, clinical applications
when working with typical and special populations, and an overview of amputation and prosthetic
limbs. This edition has been updated with coverage of the latest technology and materials in the
field, new evidence on effectiveness and efficacy of interventions and cognitive workload associated
usage along with enhanced color photographs and case studies - it's a great resource for students
and rehabilitation professionals alike. - Comprehensive coverage addresses rehabilitation in a
variety of environments, including acute care, long-term care and home health care, and outpatient
settings. - Book organized into three parts corresponding with typical patient problems and clinical
decision-making. - The latest evidence-based research throughout text help you learn
clinical-decision making skills. - Case studies present real-life scenarios that demonstrate how key
concepts apply to clinical decision-making and evidence-based practice. - World Health Organization
disablement model (ICF) incorporated to help you learn how to match patient's limitations with the
best clinical treatment. - Multidisciplinary approach in a variety of settings demonstrates how
physical therapists can work with the rest of the healthcare team to provide high quality care in
orthotic/prosthetic rehabilitation. - The latest equipment and technology throughout text addresses
the latest options in prosthetics and orthotics rehabilitation - Authoritative information from the
Guide to Physical Therapist Practice, 2nd Edition is incorporated throughout. - A wealth of tables
and boxes highlight vital information for quick reference and ease of use. - NEW! Color photographs
improve visual appeal and facilitates learning. - NEW! Increased evidence-based content includes
updated citations; coverage of new technology such as microprocessors, microcontrollers, and
integrated load cells; new evidence on the effectiveness and efficacy of interventions; and new
evidence on cognitive workload usage. - NEW! Authors Kevin K Chui, PT, DPT, PhD, GCS, OCS,
CEEAA, FAAOMPT and Sheng-Che (Steven) Yen, PT, PhD add their expertise to an already
impressive list of contributors.



are textbooks considered primary sources: Conducting and Reading Research in Kinesiology
Ted A. Baumgartner, Larry D Hensley, Weimo Zhu, Pamela Hodges Kulinna, 2019-10-14 Updated
and reorganized, Conducting and Reading Research in Kinesiology, Sixth Edition teaches students
how to conduct their own research and how to read—with understanding—the research that others
in the field have done. This text is comprehensive yet practical and understandable, incorporating
many examples of the application of various research methods and techniques in an attempt to
increase students’ grasp of the research process. Written for those students with little research
background, and those who may not write a master's thesis, the text helps readers develop an
appreciation for research and an understanding of how different types of research are conducted so
they will become good consumers and readers of the research of others Conducting and Reading
Research in Kinesiology, Sixth Edition will also serve the need of students beginning the
introduction to research course knowing they will write a master's thesis or complete a master's
project, as it highlights the numerous

are textbooks considered primary sources: Textbooks on Israel-Palestine Seyed Hadi
Borhani, 2022-01-27 How is the Israel/Palestine question narrated in Western academia? What ideas
dominate the key textbooks on the subject and what is presented as 'truth'? This book answers these
critical questions. It is widely known that Western support of Israel played a vital role in the
realization of Zionist objectives in Palestine. But academic support of Israel in the West has been a
neglected issue, with Western academic knowledge being regarded as impartial and objective. This
book reveals that this understanding of Western academic knowledge is wrong when it comes to the
Israel/Palestine question. Rather, knowledge has been biased, misleading, and dogmatic and
Western college students are subscribing to 'factual histories' based on theories at best, if not
fiction. The book is the first empirical investigation able to document this partial reporting of
history. Seyed Hadi Borhani examines the most popular college-level textbooks used to teach the
history of the Israel/Palestine in Western universities, combining 'textbook analysis' (to determine
how the dominant academic texts report the question) and a 'context analysis' (to identify who
'manufactures' the dominant knowledge). The book provides a historical map of how the
Israel-Palestine conflict is understood in the West. The book can be used as a critique for students
and professors to use alongside textbooks and is a vital and much-needed intervention into the state
of affairs in Western academia.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Examining the Evidence Kathleen Thompson,
Hilary Austin, 2014-01-01 Educators are being challenged as never before to invite reality into the
classroom and allow students to explore it. This book will help you meet the challenge. Primary
sources are the very documents that history is made of, the images that science is based on, the raw
material of our lives. They are also excellent tools to teach the critical thinking skills required by the
Common Core State Standards. This book reveals in detail the strategies you can use to make
primary sources come alive for your students and to enhance visual literacy, using fascinating
photographs and powerful primary source texts.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Fresh Perspectives: Commercial Law 1, 2006

are textbooks considered primary sources: Textbook History Harrison Stewart, Al,
2025-03-11 Textbook History explores the surprising influence of textbooks, arguing they are more
than just educational resources; they are cultural artifacts that shape our understanding of the
world. The book uncovers how textbooks have evolved from simple hornbooks to complex
multimedia resources, reflecting changes in educational philosophies and technology. It also
highlights how textbooks have been used to promote specific national identities and reinforce social
hierarchies, revealing them as sites of ideological contestation. The book examines the construction
of knowledge within textbooks across history, science, and literature, revealing implicit biases and
assumptions. By tracing the historical development of textbooks, the book reveals the shifting
pedagogical approaches that have reshaped textbook design and content. It connects to fields like
media studies and cultural studies, examining how knowledge is produced, circulated, and
consumed through educational resources. Structured in three parts, the book progresses from the



textbook's origins to its impact on students and society. It addresses the ongoing debate about
textbooks in the digital age, considering their adaptation and the benefits of digital formats. This
unique approach offers valuable insights for educators, policymakers, and anyone interested in the
history of education and the dynamics of learning.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Reflective Practice in Geography Teaching
Ashley Kent, William Ashley Kent, 2000 This book provides a comprehensive overview of
contemporary thought and practice in teaching geography. It is designed to support continuing
professional development and reflective practice in geography education by: encouraging a critical
understanding of the literature and concepts; stimulating teachers to continue with personal and
professional development; and providing professionally relevant knowledge, understanding, skills
and values. Drawn from a wide range of eminent geographers and experienced practitioners, the
authors cover: progress in geography - changing viewpoints; the geography curriculum -
development planning and issues; research and geography teaching - why and how research
matters. Thi

are textbooks considered primary sources: Practical Guide to Lawyering Skills Fiona
Boyle, 2003 This guide places the theory and practice of lawyering skills in an accessible and
practical context. The book looks at how skills are taught and assessed both on undergraduate and
vocational courses, and helps students to see skills as an integral element of law.

are textbooks considered primary sources: Learning about Our World and Our Past
Evelyn K. Hawkins, 1998 This report summarizes results from the 1994 National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP), specifically those results concerning geography and U. S. history. The
1994 NAEP asked 4th-, 8th-, and 12th-grade students a series of questions designed to assess their
knowledge level and skills applications in specific subjects. This report provides an in-depth look at
the type of tasks that made up the assessments in geography and U. S. history and how the students
performed on those tasks. It makes extensive use of examples of student work and of exercise-level
statistics in examining performance in different skills areas and on particular assessment exercises.
Specific attention is given to the ways that students use the tools and resources of history and
geography. The questions reflected the content and cognitive dimensions deemed essential for an
understanding of these subjects. One content dimension included four themes: change and
continuity in U.S. democracy: ideas, institutions, practices, and controversies; the gathering and
interaction of peoples, cultures, and ideas; economic and technological changes and their relation to
society, ideas, and the environment; and the changing role of the United States in the world. A
second content dimension covers eight time periods: Three Worlds and Their Meeting in the
Americas (beginnings to 1607); Colonization, Settlement, and Communities (1607 to 1763); The
Revolution and the New Nation (1763 to 1815); Expansion and Reform (1801 to 1861); Crisis of the
Union: Civil War and Reconstruction (1850 to 1877); Development of Modern America (1865 to
1920); Modern America and the World Wars (1914 to 1945); and Contemporary America (1945 to
present). At every grade, the overall geography performance of males was higher than that of
females; however, in U.S. history overall performances for males and females was significantly
different at 12th grade only where males slightly outperformed females. In both subject areas, the
performance of White students was higher than that of Black or Hispanic students. (M]JP)
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