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criminal profiling textbooks are essential resources for students, professionals, and enthusiasts of

forensic psychology and criminology. These textbooks provide in-depth knowledge about the

techniques, theories, and applications of criminal profiling, which is a critical aspect of criminal

investigations. This article explores the significance of criminal profiling textbooks, their contents, the

top textbooks in the field, and how they contribute to the understanding of criminal behavior. Readers

will gain insight into the methodologies discussed in these textbooks, the importance of criminal

profiling in solving crimes, and the educational pathways available for those interested in this

fascinating field.
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Introduction to Criminal Profiling

Criminal profiling, often referred to as criminal investigative analysis, involves the application of

behavioral and psychological principles to identify the characteristics of offenders based on the nature

of their crimes. This practice is crucial for law enforcement agencies as it aids in narrowing down

suspects and understanding criminal motivations. Criminal profiling textbooks serve as foundational

resources for those studying this field, offering theoretical frameworks, case studies, and practical

applications of profiling techniques.

The field of criminal profiling has evolved significantly over the years, merging aspects of psychology,

sociology, and criminology. Textbooks in this area not only cover the historical development of profiling

but also present contemporary methodologies used by professionals today. Understanding these

foundations is vital for anyone looking to make a meaningful contribution to criminal investigations.

Importance of Criminal Profiling Textbooks

Criminal profiling textbooks are crucial for several reasons. They provide structured knowledge that is

essential for students and practitioners in the field of criminal justice. These textbooks offer

comprehensive insights into the complexities of human behavior, the psychological underpinnings of

crime, and the strategic approaches to profiling offenders.

Additionally, textbooks serve as a bridge between theory and practice. They equip readers with the

necessary tools to analyze criminal behavior effectively. This is particularly important for law

enforcement personnel who rely on these insights to make informed decisions during investigations.

Furthermore, these resources foster a deeper understanding of the ethical considerations and potential

biases involved in profiling.

Key Topics Covered in Criminal Profiling Textbooks

Criminal profiling textbooks cover a wide range of topics that are integral to understanding the

discipline. Some of the key topics typically include:



Theoretical Foundations of Criminal Profiling

Behavioral Analysis and Crime Scene Investigation

Psychological Profiling Techniques

Case Studies and Real-World Applications

Ethics in Criminal Profiling

Future Trends in Profiling and Technology

Each of these topics is crucial for developing a holistic understanding of criminal profiling. Theoretical

foundations help students grasp the psychological theories that underpin offender behavior, while

behavioral analysis focuses on how to assess crime scenes effectively. Additionally, case studies

provide real-world examples that illustrate the application of profiling methods in various criminal

cases.

Top Criminal Profiling Textbooks

When it comes to studying criminal profiling, several textbooks stand out due to their comprehensive

coverage and authoritative insights. Here are some of the top criminal profiling textbooks

recommended for students and professionals alike:

“Criminal Profiling: Principles and Practice” by Jim Fryer – This textbook offers a detailed

exploration of criminal profiling methods and includes case studies to illustrate key concepts.

“The Complete Guide to Criminal Profiling” by John E. Douglas and Mark Olshaker – Written by

former FBI agents, this book combines practical experience with theoretical insights.



“Profiling Violent Crimes: An Investigative Tool” by Ronald M. Holmes and Stephen T. Holmes –

This text focuses on violent offenses and includes various profiling strategies specific to these

crimes.

“Criminal Psychology: A Clinical Approach to Understanding Criminal Behavior” by Richard N.

Kahn – This book delves into the psychological aspects of criminal behavior, offering a unique

perspective on profiling.

“Behavioral Evidence Analysis” by Brent E. Turvey – Turvey's work is known for its scientific

approach to criminal profiling, focusing on the integration of various disciplines.

These textbooks not only provide theoretical knowledge but also emphasize practical applications,

making them invaluable for anyone pursuing a career in criminal justice or forensic psychology.

How to Choose the Right Criminal Profiling Textbook

Selecting the appropriate criminal profiling textbook can greatly impact one’s understanding and

application of the subject. Here are some factors to consider when choosing a textbook:

Target Audience: Determine if the textbook is designed for beginners, advanced students, or

professionals.

Content Depth: Evaluate whether the book covers introductory concepts or delves into advanced

topics and case studies.

Author Credentials: Research the background and expertise of the authors to ensure they are

credible in the field.

Practical Applications: Look for textbooks that include real-world examples and practical

exercises.



Reviews and Recommendations: Seek out reviews from other students and professionals to

gauge the effectiveness of the textbook.

By considering these factors, readers can select a textbook that best fits their educational needs and

goals in criminal profiling.

Future of Criminal Profiling Education

The field of criminal profiling is constantly evolving due to advancements in technology and changes in

criminal behavior. As a result, the future of criminal profiling education is likely to incorporate more

interdisciplinary approaches, integrating insights from fields such as neuroscience and data analytics.

Online learning and virtual simulations are also expected to play a significant role in how students

engage with criminal profiling techniques.

Moreover, there is a growing emphasis on ethical considerations in profiling. Future textbooks will likely

address the implications of bias and the necessity for cultural competence in profiling practices.

Continuing education and professional development will be key as new methodologies and

technologies emerge in the field.

Conclusion

Criminal profiling textbooks are indispensable resources for anyone interested in the psychological and

behavioral analysis of criminal acts. They offer a comprehensive look into various methodologies, case

studies, and the foundational theories that underpin this fascinating field. By understanding the

contents and significance of these textbooks, students and professionals can enhance their skills and

contribute effectively to criminal investigations. As the field continues to evolve, staying informed

through well-regarded textbooks will be essential for future practitioners.



Q: What are criminal profiling textbooks used for?

A: Criminal profiling textbooks are used to educate students and professionals about the techniques

and theories involved in analyzing criminal behavior. They provide insights into offender profiling, crime

scene analysis, and the psychological aspects of criminality.

Q: How does criminal profiling aid in criminal investigations?

A: Criminal profiling aids in criminal investigations by helping law enforcement narrow down suspect

lists based on behavioral patterns and psychological characteristics. It allows investigators to

understand motivations and potential future actions of offenders.

Q: Are there different types of criminal profiling?

A: Yes, there are several types of criminal profiling, including psychological profiling, geographic

profiling, and forensic profiling. Each type uses different methods and focuses on specific aspects of

criminal behavior.

Q: Who can benefit from studying criminal profiling textbooks?

A: Students in criminology, psychology, and criminal justice programs can benefit from studying

criminal profiling textbooks, as well as law enforcement professionals seeking to enhance their

investigative skills.

Q: What should I consider when selecting a criminal profiling

textbook?

A: When selecting a criminal profiling textbook, consider the target audience, content depth, author

credentials, practical applications, and reviews from other readers to ensure it meets your educational



needs.

Q: How has technology influenced criminal profiling?

A: Technology has greatly influenced criminal profiling by providing advanced tools for data analysis,

geographic information systems, and psychological assessments, allowing for more accurate and

efficient profiling techniques.

Q: Can criminal profiling lead to wrongful accusations?

A: Yes, criminal profiling can potentially lead to wrongful accusations if biases or inaccuracies in

profiling methods are not addressed. It is essential for profiling to be conducted ethically and with

cultural competence.

Q: What role do case studies play in criminal profiling education?

A: Case studies play a crucial role in criminal profiling education by providing real-world examples of

how profiling techniques are applied in actual investigations, helping students understand the practical

implications of their studies.

Q: Is criminal profiling an exact science?

A: Criminal profiling is not an exact science; it involves a combination of scientific principles and

subjective judgment. While it can provide valuable insights, it is important to approach profiling with

caution and awareness of its limitations.



Q: What are some emerging trends in criminal profiling education?

A: Emerging trends in criminal profiling education include a greater emphasis on interdisciplinary

approaches, the incorporation of technology and data analytics, and a focus on ethical considerations

in profiling practices.
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  criminal profiling textbooks: Criminal Profiling Brent E. Turvey, 2011-03-09 Focused on
Behavioral Evidence Analysis (BEA), a method of criminal profiling developed and refined by the
author over the past 15 years, the fourth edition of Criminal Profiling maintains the same core
foundation that made previous editions best sellers in the professional and academic community
worldwide. Written from practicing behavioral analysts and aspiring students alike, this work
emphasizes an honest understanding of crime and criminals. Newly updated, mechanisms for the
examination and classification of both victim and offender behavior have been improved. In addition
to refined approaches towards victimology, crime scene analysis, motivation and case linkage, a
chapter on sexual deviance has been added as well. With prior edition in wide use as a primary text
in criminal justice, law, criminology, and behavioral science programs around the world, Criminal
Profiling, Fourth Edition remains essential for students and professionals alike. - Outlines the
scientific principles and practice standards of BEA-oriented criminal profiling, with an emphasis on
applying theory to real cases - Contributing authors from law enforcement, academic, mental health
and forensic science communities provide a balance perspective - Complete glossary of key
termsCompanion Web site includes all appendices from previous volumes and figure collection at
http://www.elsevierdirect.com/companions/9780123852434 - Manual Web site provides an
instructor's manual for each chapter, powerpoint slideshows, and case reports from Brent Turvey's
work
  criminal profiling textbooks: Criminal Profiling Richard N. Kocsis, 2007-11-03 Criminal
Profiling: Principles and Practice provides a compendium of original scientific research on
constructing a criminal profile for crimes that are not readily resolvable by conventional police
investigative methods. Leading profiling expert Richard N. Kocsis, PhD, utilizes a distinct approach
referred to as Crime Action Profiling (CAP), a technique that has its foundations in the disciplinary
knowledge of forensic psychology. The initial four chapters examine the skills, accuracy,
components, and processes surrounding the construction of a criminal profile. The next two chapters
focus on CAP research, the methods developed for the profiling of violent crimes and describing a
systematic method for the interpretation and use of the CAP models. The subsequent three chapters
canvass the respective CAP studies undertaken for crimes of serial rape, serial/sexual murder, and
serial arson. An explanation for how each of the models is developed is also given. The final chapters
of the book are devoted to the geographical analysis of crime patterns and to a discussion of the
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format conventions and procedural guidelines for developing a criminal profile. Offering a
scientifically grounded method for the construction of a criminal profile, Criminal Profiling:
Principles and Practice provides law enforcement personnel, forensic psychologists and
psychiatrists, criminologists, and forensic investigators with a step-by-step, practical guide for
understanding and applying CAP techniques for the construction of a criminal profile in a systematic
and replicable manner.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Criminal Profiling Rebecca Stefoff, 2010 Forensic Science
Investigated takes young readers inside this fast-growing field, showing them how crime scene
investigators and forensic specialists gather evidence, solve crimes, and even liberate innocent
people who have been mistakenly imprisoned.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Criminal & Behavioral Profiling Curt R. Bartol, Anne M.
Bartol, 2012-08-29 'Criminal & Behavioral Profiling, ' written by well-established authors Curt and
Anne Bartol, presents a realistic and empirically based look at the theory, research, and practice of
modern criminal profiling, or, as it's more professionally termed, behavioral analysis or behavioral
investigative analysis. Designed for use in a variety of criminal justice and psychology courses, the
book delves into the process of identifying distinctive behavioral tendencies, geographical locations,
demographic, and biographical descriptors of offenders, and personality traits, based on
characteristics of the crime. Timely literature and case studies from the rapidly growing
international research in criminal profiling help students understand the best practices, major
pitfalls, and psychological concepts that are key to this process.--Back cover.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Criminal Profiling Connor Whiteley, 2021-06-14 Whether you’re
a forensic psychology student, trained professional or a person interested in forensic psychology.
This book is for you! · Do you want to know about criminal profiling? · Do you want to know the truth
about FBI profiling? · Do you want to know what the two types of criminal profiling are? If the
answer to these questions and more is yes. Then you will love this book. As it explains criminal
profiling in an engaging and easy to understand way. This is not a hyped-up book about the
brilliance of profiling. This is a book about what are the two types of profiling and what the research
says about them. Of course, this is a lot more interesting than your textbooks from university! By the
end of this forensic psychology book, you’ll know: · What are the types of criminal profiling? · What
FBI profiling is? · How effective profiling is in the real world? · What statistical and geographical
profiling is? · And much more… If you love forensic and criminal psychology and want to learn about
criminal profiling, you need to read this great and interesting book from a passionate psychology
author. BUY IT NOW! Criminal Profiling: A Forensic and Criminal Psychology Guide To FBI And
Statistical Profiling Content Introduction Part One: FBI Profiling 1.1- Introduction to FBI Profiling
1.2- The Process of FBI Profiling, Their Methodology and The Process of Police Investigations 1.3-
FBI Profiling Example 1.4- What Research Says About Profiling? 1.5- What Do the Police and
Psychologists Think About Profiling? Part Two: Statistical and Geographical Profiling 2.1-
Investigative Psychology and Statistical and Geographical Profiling 2.2- Geographical Profiling 2.3-
The Research Base of Profiling 2.4- The Homology Issue and Basic Theory 2.5- Personality and
Profiling Conclusion
  criminal profiling textbooks: Criminal Profiling Richard N. Kocsis, 2007-06-30 International
Perspectives into the Practice and Research of Criminal Profiling Today criminal profiling is no
longer viewed as some secretive, mysterious technique that police from the United States of America
exc- sively indulge in when seeking to solve high-profile aberrant forms of crime. Although popular
culture representations of criminal profiling still mostly favor such depictions by emphasizing this
context, the reality is that individuals from a range of occupational and disciplinary backgrounds
from around the world are involved in the practice loosely referred to as “criminal profiling. ”
Different nomenclature is adopted from time to time to describe essentially the same practice such
as “offender profiling,” “psychological profiling,” “pers- ality profiling,” and “crime analysis,” and
indeed different techniques are often employed, but nonetheless as an endeavor profiling has
expanded both in app- cation and in popularity across the world. Criminal profiling has evolved



chiefly because researchers and comm- tators from around the globe have spent many years
examining the perpetrators of serious crimes such as murder, rape, and arson. In particular, they
have concentrated their efforts on studying the motivations and actions of violent offenders while
seeking to document the experiences of both the victims and the perpetrators of crime. Many have
also sought to assess the input of inv- tigative experience employed in criminal investigations and
the influence of expert witnesses on jury decisions and examined at length the assessment and
treatment of the protagonists of crime.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Criminal Profiling Whiteley Connor (author), 1901
  criminal profiling textbooks: Serial Crime Wayne Petherick, 2009-06-13 Serial Crime, Second
Edition, examines serial predatory behavior and is divided into two main parts. Part one deals with
behavioral profiling, and covers a variety of critical issues from the history of profiling and the
theoretical schools of thought to its treatment in the mainstream media. This updated edition
includes new sections on the problems of induction, metacognition in criminal profiling, and
investigative relevance. Part two deals more specifically with a number of types of serial crime
including stalking, rape, murder, and arson. Chapters on each of these crimes provide definitions
and thresholds, and discussions of the offenders, the crime, and its dynamics. Considerations for
behavioral profiling and investigations and the development of new paradigms in each area are
interwoven throughout. Topics are conceptually and practically related since profiling has typically
seen most application in serial crimes and similar investigations. The unique presentation of the
book successfully connects the concepts and creates links to criminal behavior across
crimes—murder, sexual assault, and arson—something no other title does. The connection of serial
behavior to profiling, the most useful tool in discovering behavior patterns, is also new to the body of
literature available and serves to examine the ideal manner in which profiling can be used in
conjunction with behavioral science to positively affect criminal investigations. - Provides a
theoretical and practical foundation for understanding the motivation and dynamics in a range of
serial offenses - Illustrates the promise, purposes and pitfalls of behavioral profiling in the
investigation of various serial crimes - Numerous case examples show the real world uses of
behavioral profiling in investigations, as well as highlighting a variety of issues in understanding and
investigating serial crime
  criminal profiling textbooks: Profiling and Serial Crime Wayne Petherick, 2012-12-02
Profiling and Serial Crime examines the principles of behavioral profiling and then applies them to
serial crime. This book is a completely revised and updated edition of an excellent text on behavioral
profiling and serial crime. It provides a theoretical and practical foundation for understanding the
motivation and dynamics in a range of serial offenses. Part I of the book deals with the history,
crucial issues, methods, theory, and treatment in the mainstream media. Part II discusses serial
crime in detail, including bullying, stalking, rape, murder, and arson. The title of this edition reflects
the focus on profiling as well as serial crime and has been updated throughout with the latest
research. New to this edition are five all-new chapters, including serial harassment and
cyber-bullying and the motivations of victim and offender; two replacement chapters on serial rape
and serial arson; enhanced pedagogy to keep students focused on what's important; and new
ancillary materials for both instructor and student. The book consists of ancillary online materials for
instructors and students, including lecture slides, test bank and case studies. Numerous case
examples are included to show the real world uses of behavioral profiling in investigations. This
book will appeal to professionals and students in criminal justice and forensic psychology programs,
as well as those taking courses in criminal profiling, especially courses on serial crime. - Provides a
theoretical and practical foundation for understanding the motivation and dynamics in a range of
serial offenses - Ancillary online materials for instructors and students, including lecture slides, test
bank and case studies - Numerous case examples show the real world uses of behavioral profiling in
investigations
  criminal profiling textbooks: Forensic Criminology Wayne Petherick, Brent E. Turvey, Claire
E. Ferguson, 2009-07-30 Forensic Criminology gives students of criminology and criminal justice an



introduction to the forensic realm and the applied forensic issues they will face when working cases
within the justice system. It effectively bridges the theoretical world of social criminology with the
applied world of the criminal justice system. While most of the competing textbooks on criminology
adequately address the application and the social theory to the criminal justice system, the vast
majority do not include casework or real-world issues that criminologists face. This book focuses on
navigating casework in forensic contexts by case-working criminologists, rather than broad social
theory. It also allows criminology/criminal justice instructors outside of the forensic sciences the
ability to develop and instruct a core course that might otherwise be considered beyond their
expertise, or in conflict with forensic courses taught in chemistry, biology, or medical programs at
their institutions because of its focus on criminology and criminal justice careers. With its practical
approach, this textbook is well-suited for forensic criminology subjects being taught and developed
in law, criminology, and criminal justice programs around the world. - Approaches the study of
criminology from an applied standpoint, moving away from the purely theoretical - Contains relevant
and contemporary case examples to demonstrate the application of forensic criminology - Provides
an integrated philosophy with respect to criminology, forensic casework, criminal investigations, and
the law - Useful for students and professionals in the area of criminology, criminal justice, criminal
investigation, forensic science, and the law
  criminal profiling textbooks: Forensic Psychologists Casebook Laurence Alison,
2013-07-23 This book aims to demonstrate how forensic psychology contributes to police
investigations, providing practical information about the type of reports provided by psychologists
and behavioural advisors, and set within a broader theoretical context. It asks the question 'What do
practitioners actually do when they provide advice for the police and the courts and how do they do
it?' The contributors to the book are all experts in the field of offender profiling and behavioural
investigative advice. The chapters provide valuable insights into particular case details, the ethical
and legal consequences of advice, coverage of the relevant theoretical context, explanations for
conclusions drawn, practical difficulties in preparing reports, potential pitfalls, and an account of
how cases are resolved.
  criminal profiling textbooks: CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY Laurence Miller, 2012-01-01
Criminal psychology is the application of the principles of normal and abnormal psychology to the
understanding, prediction, and control of criminal behavior. Criminal Psychology: Nature, Nurture,
Culture provides an in-depth yet readable introduction to the foundations of criminal psychology as
it is understood and practiced from the classroom to the courtroom. The book is organized into five
sections. Part I examines the nature and origins of criminal behavior. These chapters outline the role
of psychology in the criminal justice system, and review the biology, psychology, and sociology of
crime to develop a naturalistic model of criminal behavior that can guide theory and practice in law
enforcement, criminal justice, and forensic evaluation. Part II examines the major classes of mental
disorder that may be associated with criminal behavior, including psychotic disorders, mood
disorders, organic brain syndromes, substance abuse, and personality disorders. Each chapter
consists of a description of the syndrome, followed by applications to law enforcement, criminal
justice, and forensic mental health issues of competency, sanity, and criminal culpability. Part III
deals with death. Topics include homicide, serial murder, mass homicide, workplace and school
violence, and terrorism. Part IV covers sexual offenses and crimes within the family, including rape
and sexual assault, sex crimes against children, child battery, domestic violence, and family
homicide. Part V discusses the psychological dynamics of a variety of common crimes, such as
stalking and harassment, theft and robbery, gang violence, organized crime, arson, hate crimes,
victimology, the psychology of corrections, and the death penalty. Each chapter contains explanatory
tables and sidebars that illustrate the chapter’s main topic with examples from real-life cases and
the media, and explore controversies surrounding particular issues in criminal psychology, such as
criminal profiling, sexual predator laws, dealing with children who kill, psychotherapy with
incarcerated offenders, and the use of “designer defenses” in court. Grounded in thorough
scholarship and written in a crisp, engaging style, this volume is the definitive handbook and



reference source for forensic psychologists, mental health practitioners, attorneys, judges, law
enforcement professionals, and military personnel. It will also serve as an authoritative core text for
courses in forensic psychology, criminology, and criminal justice practice.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Killer Psychopaths Paul Roland, 2022-02 Discover the
psychological motivation's behind the world's most dangerous killers. In Killer Psychopaths, Paul
Roland examines reveals the methods and insights behind criminal profiling that have helped bring
some of the world's worst criminals to justice. Drawing on the harrowing real-life experiences of
leading profilers and forensic psychologists, he examines a range of serial killers, sexual predators,
extortionists and terrorists to help understand what makes criminals do what they do. In this book
you will discover the depths of human evil. This edition includes a unique interview with the former
FBI profiler Roy Hazelwood.
  criminal profiling textbooks: In The Minds of Murderers Paul Roland, 2009-09-01 Criminal
profiling has been seen more and more in newspapers and on TV. This work explores an area of
criminal detection, drawing on the more disturbing areas of psychology.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Solving Crimes Through Criminal Profiling Rob Shone, Nick
Spender, 2008-01-15 Describes how criminal profiling is used to help determine the physical and
mental characteristics of the culprit for investigators, and includes three case studies in graphic
novel format that implemented these tactics.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Profiling Violent Crimes Ronald M. Holmes, Stephen T.
Holmes, 2008-12-01 Excellent book, I have used this for my Criminal Behavior course for a number
of years. Very authoritative. —Harry Cramer, Quincy University The Fourth Edition of this
best-selling text provides students with the most up-to-date information on the increasingly popular
field of psychological profiling. Well-known authors Ronald M. Holmes and Stephen T. Holmes build
upon their continued research and involvement in field investigation as a source of relevant and
often high-profile case studies to illustrate theory and application of the methods discussed. The text
is particularly readable and engaging, making frequent use of illustrative tables and figures and
presenting occasional photos. New to the Fourth Edition Offers a new chapter on Lizzie Borden
(Chapter 14), analyzing this historic murder case with fresh insight and a unique analysis while
retaining the chapter on Jack the Ripper, a classic unresolved serial murderer Covers more recent
events such as the killings at Northern Illinois University and Virginia Tech Provides a new section
on Santeria and the occult to understand the dogma and icons of these teachings and investigates
reasons behind crimes committed by some followers Offers guidance to students for online graduate
programs, seminars, and degrees in criminal profiling Includes updated tables and crime statistics
throughout the text Presents new photos to offer authentic representations of violent crimes and
offenders Intended Audience This best-seller has long been a successful supplemental text for
undergraduate criminology and criminal justice courses, including Criminal Investigation, Criminal
Profiling, Violent Crimes, Criminal Behavior, Field Investigation, and Forensic Psychology.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Careers in Criminal Profiling Janey Levy, 2008-01-15 Looks at
criminal profilers and how they use their training and skills to help capture criminals, and also
provides information about the training and education necessary to become a profiler and what
career opportunities are open to them.
  criminal profiling textbooks: The Profiler Pat Brown, Bob Andelman, 2010 In 1990, a young
woman was strangled on a jogging path near the home of Pat Brown's family. Brown suspected their
boarder, and uncovered strong evidence that pointed to him - but the police dismissed her as a
housewife with an overactive imagination. It would be six years before her former boarder was
brought in for questioning, but the night Brown took action was the beginning of her life's work as a
criminal profiler. Now she opens her case files to readers.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Offender Profiling George B. Palermo, Richard N. Kocsis, 2005
George B. Palermo is Clinical Professor of Psychiatry and Neurology, Medical College of Wisconsin;
Adjunct Professor of Criminology and Law Studies, Department of Cultural and Social Sciences,
Marquette University; Director, Center for Forensic Psychiatry and Risk Assessment, Milwaukee,



Wisconsin.
  criminal profiling textbooks: Manhunters Colin Wilson, 2014-07-01 Author Colin Wilson
opens this illuminating psychological discussion with the development of the 1977 Behavioral
Science Unit, which was set up in order to answer the many questions surrounding serial killers:
How does someone become a serial killer? How do they choose their victims, and why do they not
feel remorse? How are they caught? Wilson interviews FBI Special Agent Robert Ressler, coiner of
the term “serial killer” and one of the pioneers of criminal profiling, as well as Ted Bundy and
Charles Manson in order to figure out the motives behind their grisly actions. In Manhunters, by
tracking the BSU’s development of psychological profiling and genetic fingerprinting, Wilson reveals
the forensic investigations that caused the seizure and arrest of some of the most vile and villainous
people in the world, including Jeffrey Dahmer, William Heirens, Peter Sutcliffe, John Duffy, Jerry
Brudos, Wayne Williams, and many more. As he divulges the details of each case, the murderers’
fantasy worlds, sadistic motives, and monstrous psychological tendencies emerge.
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