research methodology textbooks

Research methodology textbooks are essential resources for students, researchers, and
professionals seeking to understand the intricacies of research design, data collection, analysis, and
interpretation. These textbooks provide a structured approach to various research methodologies,
offering insights into qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods research. In this article, we will
explore the importance of research methodology textbooks, analyze some of the most influential
titles in the field, and discuss how to select the right textbook based on specific research needs. We
will also examine how these resources contribute to the development of critical thinking and
analytical skills necessary for conducting effective research.
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Understanding Research Methodology

Research methodology refers to the systematic plan for conducting research. It encompasses the
principles and processes that guide researchers in the design, implementation, and analysis of their
studies. Understanding research methodology is crucial for producing reliable and valid results, which
are essential for advancing knowledge in various fields.

Research methodology includes several key components:

Research Design: This is the overall strategy that outlines how the research will be
conducted. It includes defining the research question, selecting participants, and determining
the type of data to collect.

Data Collection Methods: Researchers must choose appropriate methods for gathering data,
which can include surveys, interviews, observations, and experiments.

Data Analysis: This involves applying statistical or thematic analysis techniques to interpret
the collected data and draw meaningful conclusions.

Ethical Considerations: Ethical principles must be adhered to during the research process,
ensuring the integrity and respect for participants' rights.



By mastering these elements, researchers can execute studies that contribute valuable insights to
their fields, making research methodology a foundational aspect of academic and professional
success.

Importance of Research Methodology Textbooks

Research methodology textbooks serve multiple vital functions in the academic and professional
landscape. They are indispensable tools for anyone involved in research, whether in academia,
industry, or governmental organizations.

Some key reasons why research methodology textbooks are important include:

* Providing Comprehensive Knowledge: Textbooks cover a wide range of research
methodologies, ensuring that readers can explore various approaches and select the most
suitable one for their needs.

* Enhancing Research Skills: These resources help in developing critical skills such as
analytical thinking, problem-solving, and effective communication, all of which are essential for

successful research.

e Standardizing Research Practices: Textbooks often outline best practices and standard
procedures, promoting consistency and reliability in research methods.

* Serving as Reference Materials: They act as valuable references throughout the research
process, offering guidance on specific methodologies and techniques.

Overall, research methodology textbooks are critical in fostering a deeper understanding of research
processes and enhancing the quality of research outputs.

Key Research Methodology Textbooks

Several textbooks have gained acclaim for their comprehensive coverage of research methodologies.
Here are a few of the most influential titles that every researcher should consider:

1. "Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed
Methods Approaches" by John W. Creswell

This textbook is widely regarded for its clear presentation of research design options. Creswell



provides a thorough examination of qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods approaches, making
it suitable for a diverse range of disciplines.

2. "The Craft of Research"” by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G.
Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams

This book focuses on the process of research, from formulating a research question to presenting
findings. It emphasizes the importance of argumentation and critical thinking, making it an excellent
resource for students and professionals alike.

3. "Research Methods in Education" by Louis Cohen, Lawrence
Manion, and Keith Morrison

A staple in the field of educational research, this textbook provides an overview of various research
methods applicable to educational settings. It covers both qualitative and quantitative approaches
and includes practical examples.

4. "Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences" by
Bruce L. Berg and Howard Lune

This book is essential for those interested in qualitative research. It offers in-depth discussions of
qualitative methodologies, data collection techniques, and analysis strategies, making it a valuable
resource for social science researchers.

5. "Statistics for Research" by M. C. G. McDonald

This textbook emphasizes the statistical techniques necessary for analyzing research data. It is
particularly useful for researchers who need a solid foundation in statistics to support their
quantitative research efforts.

Choosing the Right Research Methodology Textbook

Selecting the right research methodology textbook is crucial for maximizing the effectiveness of your
research. Consider the following factors when making your choice:

 Field of Study: Ensure the textbook aligns with your specific discipline, as different fields may
utilize different methodologies.



* Level of Detail: Assess whether you need a general overview or a more detailed exploration of
specific methodologies.

e Author Expertise: Research the authors' credentials and experience in the field to ensure you
are learning from qualified professionals.

* Reader Reviews: Check reviews and recommendations from peers or educators to gauge the
effectiveness and relevance of the textbook.

By considering these factors, researchers can select textbooks that best meet their educational and
professional needs, ultimately enhancing the quality of their research endeavors.

Impact of Research Methodology Textbooks on
Research Skills

The influence of research methodology textbooks extends beyond merely imparting knowledge; they
actively contribute to the development of essential research skills. By engaging with these texts,
readers enhance their capabilities in several significant ways:

e Critical Thinking: Readers learn to critically evaluate research designs and methodologies,
which is crucial for conducting and assessing research.

* Analytical Skills: Exposure to various data analysis techniques helps researchers develop the
ability to interpret complex data sets effectively.

e Problem-Solving: Engaging with case studies and examples within textbooks fosters problem-
solving abilities, enabling researchers to tackle challenges in their own work.

o Effective Communication: Learning how to present research findings clearly and persuasively
is a key skill that is emphasized in many methodology textbooks.

Ultimately, research methodology textbooks play a pivotal role in shaping proficient researchers
capable of contributing valuable insights to their fields.

FAQ Section

Q: What are the primary types of research methodologies



covered in textbooks?

A: Research methodology textbooks commonly cover qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods
approaches. Each type has its own techniques for data collection and analysis, tailored to different
research questions and contexts.

Q: How do research methodology textbooks enhance critical
thinking skills?

A: These textbooks encourage readers to critically assess research designs, scrutinize data
interpretation, and engage with diverse perspectives, thereby fostering a habit of analytical thinking
essential for conducting research.

Q: Are there specific research methodology textbooks
recommended for beginners?

A: Yes, titles like "Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches" by
Creswell are often recommended for beginners as they provide clear explanations and cover
foundational concepts in research methodology.

Q: How often should researchers consult their methodology
textbooks during a study?

A: Researchers should consult their methodology textbooks throughout the research process, from
the initial planning stages to data analysis and interpretation, ensuring adherence to best practices.

Q: Can research methodology textbooks assist in writing
research proposals?

A: Absolutely. Many textbooks provide guidelines and examples for writing research proposals,
including how to formulate research questions, select appropriate methodologies, and outline
proposed analyses.

Q: What should I look for in a research methodology
textbook’s content?

A: Look for comprehensive coverage of various methodologies, clear explanations of data collection
and analysis techniques, examples or case studies, and discussions on ethical considerations in
research.

Q: Are there any online resources that complement research



methodology textbooks?

A: Yes, numerous online platforms offer webinars, tutorials, and articles that can complement the
learning from textbooks, providing additional insights and practical applications of research
methodologies.

Q: How important are ethical considerations in research
methodology?

A: Ethical considerations are paramount in research methodology, ensuring that studies respect
participants' rights, maintain integrity, and promote trust in the research process.

Q: What role do research methodology textbooks play in
professional development?

A: These textbooks are vital for professional development as they equip researchers with the
necessary skills, knowledge, and methodologies to conduct high-quality research that can influence
practice and policy.
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research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology Made Easy Dr. Parul Nagar, This
book is an introduction to research methodology intended to be used by students of undergraduate
and post graduate courses and those seeking clarity and an understanding of the key terminology
used in research. The handbook will provide the reader with the basic framework and summary of
basic research principles and techniques. This book has been written in simple language with
examples to elucidate the underlying concepts, terms, language of research, paradigms of research,
types of research, research methods, sampling, data and measurement, data collection methods and
report writing. The author has used a practical approach to the principles of research to make it
easier for the reader to understand, apply and select the paradigms of research, research methods
and research methodology applicable to their research. This book endeavours to make research easy
to understand and apply to all readers.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology D K Bhattacharyya, 2006-12 For
defining research problems and finding their appropriate solutions, you need to follow a structured
approach. A logical series of steps need to be performed right from selecting a topic of research to
report writing. Every finding needs to be strengthened by arguments, which are adequately
substantiated by data. Research in management areas needs massive experimentation and data
support. Management research requires more theoretical rigours and practical insights. However,
not much of the available reading material provides extensive focus on management research. Yet
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students are required to comprehend the nitty-gritty of doing research-right from developing their
project reports to final dissertation, as part of their core curriculum. This book is well equipped with
fundamentals of research and research designs. Written in a simple language, it covers all facets of
management areas with details of statistical tools required for analysis in a research work. Many
practical examples and tips for management researchers strengthen the content of this book. It is an
essential reading for management students as well as for those who are aspiring to do their doctoral
work in management. It conforms to the core syllabus of all universities and institutes.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology Pagadala Suganda Devi, 2017-08-31
“Research in social sciences is a systematic investigation process that is employed in order to
increase or revise current knowledge”. Research in social sciences, especially in business
management is conducted from undergraduate level onwards. Even though there are several text
books and readings available in the area of ‘Research Methodology’, there is a strong need for a
quick reference in this area. This book serves as a quick reference for students of business
management, especially for those who are beginning to pursue their thesis at undergraduate and
master’s level. This is a hand book for beginners in academic research. It answers several questions
in selecting research design, reviewing of literature, analysis of data and report writing. The author
has made an attempt to present this book in a precise and easy to understand manner for beginners.
It is a must for those who have just begun to pursue research.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methods: A Practical Guide For Students And
Researchers (Second Edition) Willie Tan, 2022-04-27 Research Methods: A Practical Guide for
Students and Researchers is a practical guide on how to conduct research systematically and
professionally. The book begins by distinguishing between causal and interpretive sciences. It then
guides the reader on how to formulate the research question, review the literature, develop the
hypothesis or framework, select a suitable research methodology, and analyze both quantitative and
qualitative data.The book uses classic examples as exemplars. It also uses many examples from
different disciplines and sectors to demonstrate and showcase the inter-connections and wider
applications of research tools.The book emphasizes integration. It does not merely provide a
smorgasbord of research designs, data collection methods, and ways to analyze data. Instead, it
shows how one could formulate research strategies given the outcomes the researchers are required
or tasked to deliver.The revised edition includes three new chapters on time series (including spatial
models), machine learning, and meta-analysis. In addition, existing chapters have been expanded to
include more examples, digital research, and new material.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology John Kuada, 2012 Problem and
project-based learning (PBL) is a key pedagogical approach to teaching since it helps students
become effective real-life problem solvers in organisations. Problem-based learning emphasises
co-operative learning. Students actively participate in their learning process as they choose theories,
models, and methods that they consider to be necessary to solve the real-world problem that they
have agreed to address (under the guidance of competent and experienced supervisors).At Aalborg
University we have observed that students who have backgrounds in traditional forms of university
education find this problem-based pedagogy highly challenging. It is in this context that we see the
contribution of John Kuada's book: Research Methodology: A Project Guide to University Students.
The book provides a hand-holding guide to students that do not have any, or only very little, previous
experience with problem-based learning. A major strength of the book is the simplicity and
straightforwardness of the language used. This approach is quite inviting and provides students a
friendly introduction to relatively complex ideas and methods. The book speaks to students directly
and therefore encourages their engagement in the process of learning about how they can justify the
various choices they make in their project work process. The book draws on Professor John Kuada's
many years as lecturer and supervisor for students in the department of economics and business
administration, and I believe that the book will serve as a useful reading for any students who are
looking for a step-by-step pathway for their project work.

research methodology textbooks: Understanding Research Methods Mildred L. Patten,




Michelle Newhart, 2017-06-26 A perennial bestseller since 1997, this updated tenth edition of
Understanding Research Methods provides a detailed overview of all the important concepts
traditionally covered in a research methods class. It covers the principles of both qualitative and
quantitative research, and how to interpret statistics without computations, so is suitable for all
students regardless of their math background. The book is organized so that each concept is treated
independently and can be used in any order without resulting in gaps in knowledge—allowing it to
be easily and precisely adapted to any course. It uses lively examples on contemporary topics to
stimulate students’ interest, and engages them by showing the relevance of research methods to
their everyday lives. Numerous case studies and end-of-section exercises help students master the
material and encourage classroom discussion. The text is divided into short, independent topic
sections, making it easy for you to adapt the material to your own teaching needs and customize
assignments to the aspect of qualitative or quantitative methods under study—helping to improve
students’ comprehension and retention of difficult concepts. Additional online PowerPoint slides and
test bank questions make this a complete resource for introducing students to research methods.
New to this edition: New topic section on design decisions in research Additional material on
production of knowledge and research methods Significant development of material on ethical
considerations in research Fresh and contemporary examples from a wide variety of real, published
research Topic-specific exercises at the end of each section now include suggestions for further
steps researchers can take as they build their research project.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology Ranjit Kumar, 2019-01-24
Designed with students, for students Eight steps, two pathways, one book. The Fifth Edition of the
bestseller Research Methodology has reimagined, redesigned, and fully renovated how a textbook
can help students achieve success in their methods course or research project. Eight steps:
Foolproof for any beginner researcher, the book breaks the process of designing and doing a
research project into achievable stages. It delivers students from research problem to their written
research report at the pace they need, with clear explanations, DIY tasks, helpful visualizations and
study skills support. Two pathways: With an innovative, beautiful design, regular progress
checkpoints have been built into the book and its online resources. As students proceed through the
8 steps, each chapter provides regular opportunities for students to check understanding or give
themselves a challenge. Each pathway then gives them the resources they need. Confused? Stop,
practise with quizzes and flashcards, or use a video to look at a concept a different way. Up for a
challenge? Access a wealth of additional material including research articles, readings, case studies,
activities, bibliography tools and inspiration to pursue your curiosity, impress your lecturer, and nail
your assignments. With this one book, every student gets what they need to succeed. It is the perfect
essential text for students and beginner researchers across the social sciences.

research methodology textbooks: Introducing Research Methodology Uwe Flick, 2015-03-16
Lecturers/instructors - request a free digital inspection copy here In the Second Edition of this
textbook designed for new researchers, Uwe Flick takes readers through the process of producing a
research project. The book gives readers the fundamental data collection and analysis skills that
they need for their first project, as well as a good understanding of the research process as a whole.
It covers both quantitative and qualitative methods, and contains plenty of real-life examples from
the author's own research. The book will help readers to answer questions such as: why do social
research in the first place? how do I develop a researchable question? what is a literature review
and how do I conduct one? how could I collect and analyze data? what if I want to do my research
online? Available with Perusall—an eBook that makes it easier to prepare for class Perusall is an
award-winning eBook platform featuring social annotation tools that allow students and instructors
to collaboratively mark up and discuss their SAGE textbook. Backed by research and supported by
technological innovations developed at Harvard University, this process of learning through
collaborative annotation keeps your students engaged and makes teaching easier and more
effective. Learn more.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology and Scientific Writing C.



George Thomas, 2021-02-24 This book presents a guide for research methodology and scientific
writing covering various elements such as finding research problems, writing research proposals,
obtaining funds for research, selecting research designs, searching the literature and review,
collection of data and analysis, preparation of thesis, writing research papers for journals, citation
and listing of references, preparation of visual materials, oral and poster presentation in
conferences, and ethical issues in research . Besides introducing library and its various features in a
lucid style, the latest on the use of information technology in retrieving and managing information
through various means are also discussed in this book. The book is useful for students, young
researchers, and professionals.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology Wayne Goddard, Stuart Melville,
2004-04 This book covers every facet of of the research process: finding and defining a suitable
problem, performing literature surveys, conducting the research, analysing the results, and
reporting the findings.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology Khan, 2011

research methodology textbooks: A Guide to Research Methodology Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, 2019-09-04 Research Methodology is meant to provide a broad guideline to facilitate and
steer the whole of a research activity in any discipline. With the ambit and amount of research
increasing by the day, the need for Research Methodology is being widely appreciated. Against this
backdrop, we notice the dearth of well-written books on the subject. A Guide to Research
Methodology attempts a balance between the generic approach to research in any domain and the
wide array of research methods which are to be used in carrying out different tasks in any research.
Discussions on these research methods appropriate in various disciplines have focused on the
research tasks, keeping in mind the fact that a single such task like a comparison among alternatives
may involve several methods from seemingly distinct areas. Unique features of this volume, as will
be evident to a discerning reader, include: A detailed discussion on problem areas for research in
several domains An illustrative and ampliated list of research problems drawn from different
disciplines which can be pursued by interested research workers A comprehensive delineation of
Research Design supported by illustrations An elaborate engagement with models with a note on
model uncertainty Focus on recent and emerging models, methods and techniques A novel treatment
of data analysis where the nature of data and the objective(s) of analysis justify drawing upon a
variety of techniques for analysis This book will serve the purpose of a pre-PhD or a Master-level
course-work for students of any discipline with a basic knowledge of quantitative analysis. In fact,
anyone aspiring to take up meaningful research work will find the content useful and interesting.

research methodology textbooks: Introduction to Research Methods Bora Pajo,
2022-09-02 The Second Edition of Introduction to Research Methods: A Hands-On Approach by Bora
Pajo continues to make research easy to understand and easy to construct. Covering both
quantitative and qualitative methods, this new edition lays out the differences between research
approaches so readers can better understand when and how to use each research design. Through
clear, simple, and even humorous prose, this text offers students a straightforward introduction to a
new world of social science research. Rather than making research seem intimidating, Introduction
to Research Methods shows students that research is an ongoing conversation concerning topics
that matter in their lives, a conversation that's easy to understand and easy to join. The new edition
features updated chapters on qualitative designs and qualitative data analysis, a new chapter on big
data and digital methods, and updated citation and report styles for APA Style 7th Edition. This title
is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package in SAGE Vantage, an intuitive learning
platform that integrates quality SAGE textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and
auto-graded assessments to drive student engagement and ensure accountability. Unparalleled in its
ease of use and built for dynamic teaching and learning, Vantage offers customizable LMS
integration and best-in-class support.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology C. R. Kothari, 2004 About the Book:
This second edition has been thoroughly revised and updated and efforts have been made to




enhance the usefulness of the book. In this edition a new chapter The Computer: Its Role in
Research have been added keeping in view of the fact tha

research methodology textbooks: Research Methodology Mubashar Altaf, 2019-05-18 This
book is based upon my experiences in research as a student, practitioner, and teacher. The
difficulties I faced in understanding research as a student, my discoveries about what was applicable
and inapplicable in the field as a practitioner, and my development of the ability effectively to
communicate difficult concepts in simple language without sacrificing technicality and accuracy as a
teacher has become the basis of this book.The research methodology is taught as a supporting
subject in several ways in many academic disciplines such as health, education, psychology, social
work, nursing, public health, library studies, and marketing research. The core philosophical base
for this book comes from my conviction that, although these disciplines vary in content, their broad
approach to a research inquiry is similar. This book, therefore, is addressed to these academic
disciplines.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methods for Managers John Gill, Phil Johnson,
1997-04-27 Now revised and updated, this bestselling introductory text helps management students
with the methods they need when undertaking project work, at first degree, diploma, MBA or
Doctorate level. “Strengths of the text lie with the emphasis on a creative multimethods approach,
the accesssible argument for validity and relevance of ethnographic methods in business and
management research and the relative clarity with which philosophical issues are exposed' - Human
Resource Management Journal

research methodology textbooks: Qualitative Research Methods Monique Hennink, Inge
Hutter, Ajay Bailey, 2020-01-09 Practical and straightforward, this book is a multidisciplinary
introduction to the process of planning, conducting and analysing qualitative research, from
selecting appropriate methods to publishing your findings. Built around the authors’ Qualitative
Research Cycle - consisting of the design, data collection and analytic cycles - this pragmatic guide
clearly demonstrates the steps you need to take to ensure your research is rigorous and robust.
Drawing on decades of experience teaching workshops, the book is packed with techniques and tools
to help you turn theory and method into research practice. This second edition: Showcases the
importance of linking research design to data analysis, helping you avoid potential pitfalls and get
the most out of your data Highlights the relevance and wide application of qualitative methods with
an array of international examples of real field research and interdisciplinary case studies Gives
clear guidance on writing qualitative research, including how to respond to critiques of qualitative
methods Has a renewed focus on evaluating quality in qualitative research, ensuring your work is
valid, reflexive and ethical Offering tried and tested research tools like interview guides that you can
apply to your own projects and supported by online resources including checklists and reflective
questions, this book is the perfect companion for anyone looking to complete a successful project
using qualitative research methods.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methods in Psychology For Dummies Martin
Dempster, Donncha Hanna, 2015-12-21 Your hands-on introduction to research methods in
psychology Looking for an easily accessible overview of research methods in psychology? This is the
book for you! Whether you need to get ahead in class, you're pressed for time, or you just want a
take on a topic that's not covered in your textbook, Research Methods in Psychology For Dummies
has you covered. Written in plain English and packed with easy-to-follow instruction, this friendly
guide takes the intimidation out of the subject and tackles the fundamentals of psychology research
in a way that makes it approachable and comprehensible, no matter your background. Inside, you'll
find expert coverage of qualitative and quantitative research methods, including surveys, case
studies, laboratory observations, tests and experiments—and much more. Serves as an excellent
supplement to course textbooks Provides a clear introduction to the scientific method Presents the
methodologies and techniques used in psychology research Written by the authors of Psychology
Statistics For Dummies If you're a first or second year psychology student and want to supplement
your doorstop-sized psychology textbook—and boost your chances of scoring higher at exam




time—this hands-on guide breaks down the subject into easily digestible bits and propels you
towards success.

research methodology textbooks: Handbook of Research Methodology 9781545703403, This
comprehensive Handbook is aimed at both academic researchers and practitioners in the field of
research. The book's 8 chapters, provide in-depth coverage of research methods based on the
revised syllabus of various universities especially considering the students of under graduate, post
graduate and doctorate level. This book is a product of extensive literature survey made by the
authors. The authors have made sincere efforts to write the book in simple language. The book
comprises all the aspects according to new syllabus of PCI and APJ Abdul Kalam Technical
University, Lucknow. Though this book is intended for the use of pharmacy students of any level yet
it can also be useful to students of applied fields and medical students. The book deals with
interdisciplinary fields such as finding research problems, writing research proposals, obtaining
funds for research, selecting research designs, searching the literature and review, collection of data
and analysis, preparation of thesis, writing research papers for journals, citation and listing of
references, preparation of visual materials, oral and poster presentation in conferences, minutes of
meetings, and ethical issues in research. At the end of every chapter and book some questions
related to chapter have been mentioned for the support of students to understand the subject.
Valuable suggestions for the improvement of this book are most welcome.

research methodology textbooks: Research Methods Peter Stokes, Tony Wall, 2017-09-16
The Business Briefings series offers authoritative introductory textbooks in core business topics.
Covering the basics and providing springboards to further study, the books take a no-nonsense
practical approach, and are ideal as accessible introductions or as revision guides. This book
explains what is required for carrying out a successful research project. Clear and well-structured, it
allows students to quickly grasp key concepts in research methodology, taking them through the
various stages of developing a dissertation in a step-by-step guide. Key benefits: - Provides a concise
and cogent guide to a challenging subject area - Provides a step-by-step guide to writing a
dissertation Professor Peter Stokes is Deputy Dean at Chester Business School, University of
Chester, UK. Dr Tony Wall is a Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) at Chester Business School,
University of Chester, UK. 'This book is a masterpiece of clarity. It brings to life research
methodology as exciting exploration. Its approach is engaging, stimulating and stretching. The book
demystifies research methods and makes them accessible. It is an essential text for all those
developing their research approach.' - Peter Shaw, University of Chester and Newcastle University,
UK 'This is an excellent account of the use of a variety of research methods in academic studies as
well as in practical business settings. Stokes and Wall have made accessible, informative and
interesting what is often seen as a difficult part of producing a dissertation or building evidence to
support a business case.' - Wes Harry, Cass Business School, City University London, UK 'Stokes
and Wall adapt the best research methods expertise and craft it into an approachable, accessible
text. Their blend of instruction, examples, and vignettes enables readers to develop a thorough
understanding of the content.' - Mitchell J. Larson, Lancashire Business School, University of
Central Lancashire, UK
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