communication textbooks

communication textbooks serve as foundational resources for students and
professionals seeking to enhance their understanding of communication theories,
practices, and methodologies. These textbooks cover a wide array of topics, from
interpersonal communication to organizational communication, and from media studies to
public speaking. In today’s interconnected world, effective communication is crucial,
making these textbooks invaluable in both academic and professional settings. This article
will explore the significance of communication textbooks, highlight key subjects covered
within them, discuss popular titles in the field, and offer guidance on how to choose the
right textbook for your needs.

Following this exploration, readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the role of
communication textbooks in fostering knowledge and skills essential for success in various
careers.
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Importance of Communication Textbooks

Communication textbooks are essential for anyone looking to master the art and science of
effective communication. They provide structured knowledge that helps individuals
understand complex concepts, develop critical thinking skills, and apply communication
theories in various situations. In academic settings, these textbooks serve as core
materials for courses in communication studies, media studies, and related disciplines.

Furthermore, communication textbooks not only educate students but also serve as
reference materials for professionals seeking to refine their communication skills. In
workplaces, strong communication can enhance teamwork, boost productivity, and
improve relationships among colleagues. Thus, the knowledge imparted through these
textbooks is invaluable for both personal and professional development.

In addition to foundational theories and concepts, communication textbooks often include
practical exercises, case studies, and real-world examples that help students and
professionals apply what they learn. This practical orientation is crucial for developing
effective communication strategies that are adaptable to various contexts, whether in



presentations, negotiations, or everyday interactions.

Key Subjects Covered

Communication textbooks cover a broad spectrum of subjects that are pivotal to
understanding the nuances of human interaction. These subjects are not only theoretical
but also practical, equipping readers with the skills necessary to communicate effectively
in diverse environments.

Interpersonal Communication

Interpersonal communication focuses on the exchange of messages between individuals.
This subject covers key concepts such as active listening, nonverbal communication, and
conflict resolution. Textbooks in this area often provide insights into how personal
relationships are formed and maintained, emphasizing the importance of empathy and
emotional intelligence.

Organizational Communication

Organizational communication examines the flow of information within organizations. It
explores topics such as leadership communication, team dynamics, and corporate culture.
Understanding how communication functions within organizations can greatly enhance
efficiency and employee satisfaction. Textbooks often include case studies from various
industries to illustrate best practices in organizational communication.

Media Studies

Media studies delve into the role of media in shaping public perception and influencing
societal norms. This subject explores different forms of media, including print, digital, and
broadcast, and examines their impact on communication practices. Textbooks in this field
often analyze case studies on media campaigns and public relations strategies, providing
students with a comprehensive understanding of media dynamics.

Public Speaking

Public speaking is a critical skill that is extensively covered in communication textbooks.
This subject addresses various aspects of delivering effective presentations, including
speech preparation, audience analysis, and delivery techniques. Many textbooks provide
practical exercises and tips to help readers develop their public speaking abilities, making



them more confident and impactful speakers.

Communication Theory

Communication theory encompasses the foundational frameworks that explain how
communication processes work. This subject includes various models and theories, such as
the Shannon-Weaver model, social constructionism, and the transactional model of
communication. Textbooks in this area help students understand the theoretical
underpinnings of communication, which enhances their ability to analyze and apply these
concepts in real-life situations.

Popular Communication Textbooks

There are numerous communication textbooks available, each offering unique insights and
approaches to the study of communication. Below are some of the most highly regarded
titles in the field:

e “Communication: Principles for a Lifetime” by Steven A. Beebe, Susan ]J. Beebe,
and Diana K. Ivy - This textbook provides a comprehensive overview of
communication principles, emphasizing practical application throughout.

¢ “The Elements of Public Speaking” by Joseph A. DeVito - This book focuses
specifically on public speaking, offering strategies for effective speech delivery and
audience engagement.

e “Interpersonal Communication: Everyday Encounters” by Julia T. Wood - This
textbook covers the intricacies of interpersonal relationships, providing tools for
improving personal communication skills.

e “Organizational Communication: Approaches and Processes” by K. Thompson
and M. D. B. P. - This book explores the dynamics of communication within
organizations and provides insights into enhancing workplace communication.

e “Media and Society” by C. H. Davis - This textbook examines the relationship

between media and society, offering critical perspectives on media influence and
communication practices.

Choosing the Right Communication Textbook

Selecting the right communication textbook can significantly influence a student’s
learning experience and overall understanding of the subject. Here are some factors to



consider when choosing a textbook:

¢ Course Requirements: Always check with your course syllabus or instructor to
ensure that the textbook aligns with the curriculum.

¢ Level of Difficulty: Choose a textbook that matches your current knowledge level.
Introductory textbooks are suitable for beginners, while more advanced texts are
appropriate for those with a background in communication.

e Practical Application: Look for textbooks that include exercises, case studies, and
real-world examples that allow you to apply theoretical knowledge practically.

¢ Author Credentials: Consider the authors' expertise and background in the field of
communication. Established authors often provide more reliable and insightful
content.

¢ Reviews and Recommendations: Research reviews from other students and
educators to gauge the effectiveness and relevance of the textbook.

Future Trends in Communication Education

The landscape of communication education is continually evolving. As technology
advances and the nature of communication changes, so too do the materials and methods
used in communication textbooks. Future trends may include:

e Incorporation of Digital Media: Textbooks may increasingly integrate digital
resources, such as interactive online content and multimedia elements, to enhance
learning.

e Focus on Global Communication: With the rise of globalization, textbooks are
likely to address cross-cultural communication and its implications more
comprehensively.

e Emphasis on Soft Skills: There is a growing recognition of the importance of soft
skills, such as emotional intelligence and adaptability, which may be emphasized in
future textbooks.

e Interdisciplinary Approaches: Future communication textbooks may adopt
interdisciplinary perspectives, incorporating insights from psychology, sociology, and
technology.



FAQ Section

Q: What are the best communication textbooks for
beginners?

A: The best communication textbooks for beginners include "Communication: Principles
for a Lifetime" by Steven A. Beebe, which offers foundational concepts, and "Interpersonal
Communication: Everyday Encounters" by Julia T. Wood, which provides practical insights
into personal communication.

Q: How can communication textbooks help in
professional development?

A: Communication textbooks help in professional development by providing knowledge
and skills necessary for effective communication in the workplace, including teamwork,
negotiation, and public speaking skills.

Q: Are there communication textbooks that focus
specifically on digital communication?

A: Yes, there are communication textbooks that focus on digital communication, such as
"Digital Communication: A Primer" which explores the principles and practices of
communicating effectively in online environments.

Q: What should I look for in a communication textbook
for my course?

A: Look for a communication textbook that aligns with your course syllabus, covers
relevant topics in depth, includes practical exercises, is authored by credible experts, and
has positive reviews from other students.

Q: How do communication textbooks address the issue
of cultural differences?

A: Many communication textbooks address cultural differences by exploring concepts such
as intercultural communication, providing case studies, and offering strategies for
effective communication across diverse cultures.

Q: Can communication textbooks improve my public



speaking skills?

A: Yes, communication textbooks that focus on public speaking often include techniques
for speech preparation, delivery, and audience engagement, which can significantly
enhance your public speaking skills.

Q: What role do case studies play in communication
textbooks?

A: Case studies in communication textbooks provide real-world examples that illustrate
theoretical concepts, helping readers understand how to apply communication strategies
effectively in various contexts.

Q: Are there any online resources that complement
communication textbooks?

A: Yes, many communication textbooks are accompanied by online resources, such as
instructional videos, quizzes, and discussion forums, which complement the textbook
material and enhance the learning experience.

Q: How frequently do communication textbooks get
updated?

A: Communication textbooks are typically updated every few years to reflect new
research, emerging trends, and changes in communication practices, ensuring that the
material remains relevant and current.

Q: What is the significance of soft skills in
communication textbooks?

A: Soft skills are significant in communication textbooks because they encompass essential
interpersonal skills, such as active listening, empathy, and emotional intelligence, which
are critical for effective communication in personal and professional settings.
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communication textbooks: Introduction to Communication Course Book 1 S. Steinberg, 1995
Introduces history and basics of human communication, covering the communication process,
functions of communication, language and communication, non-verbal communication, interpersonal
communication, listening, public speaking, and mass communication.

communication textbooks: Thinking Through Communication Sarah Trenholm,
2020-08-23 The ninth edition of this textbook for hybrid introductory communication courses
provides a balanced introduction to the fundamental theories and principles of communication. The
book explores communication in a variety of contexts—including interpersonal, group,
organizational, and mass media—and provides students the theoretical knowledge and the research
and critical thinking skills they’ll need to succeed in advanced communication courses and
professions. The first section explores the history of communication study and explains basic
perspectives used by scholars in the field. The second looks at how communicators decode and
encode messages, while the third examines channels and contexts, from interpersonal to mass
media. This edition devotes attention to how new technologies are changing the ways we think about
communication, with revised and updated examples, and gives special attention to relevant critical
theory. Two appendices give users the flexibility to tailor their courses to the interests and needs of
their students, offering guidelines for preparing and presenting public presentations and giving
examples of major research methods. Thinking Through Communication is an ideal textbook for
Introduction to Communication courses that aim to provide a comprehensive overview of the field.
Material for instructors containing PowerPoint slides, test questions, and an instructor’s manual is
available at https://routledge.com/9780367857011.

communication textbooks: Loose Leaf for Human Communication Angela Hosek, Scott
Titsworth, Paul E. Nelson, Judy C. Pearson, 2020-01-07 Personal improvement in communication
begins with a clear understanding of your own attitudes and of the relationships you build with
others. Human Communication draws the best available research and helps each student, no matter
who they are or where they are, to develop the skills needed for effective and confident
communication in any occasion. Human Communication is an integrated program that helps
students practice communication skills, build confidence in public speaking, and achieve success in
their introductory communication course. Always rooted in the most current scholarship and with an
eye on practical, everyday communication scenarios, Human Communication is designed to make
introductory communication studies immediate and relevant to students. The authors strike a
balance of definitive theory and everyday application that resonates with the challenges and goals of
today's typical basic course. In the new 7th edition, updated research is integrated throughout the
text. Additionally, there is a new focus throughout the text on how communication can help
individuals relate in an increasingly polarized world. This edition also discusses fake news within the
context of ethical research for a presentation and provides new sample presentation and outline
examples. Finally, the new 7th edition will also feature SmartBook 2.0, the first and only adaptive
reading experience, that highlights content based on what the individual student knows and doesn’t
know and provides focused help at that moment in need through targeted learning resources
(including videos, animations and other interactivities). SmartBook 2.0’s intuitive technology
optimizes student study time by creating a personalized learning path for improved course
performance.

communication textbooks: Real Communication: An Introduction with Mass Communication
Dan O'Hair, Mary Wiemann, 2011-11-09 Real Communication uses stories from real people and the
world around us to present the best and most lively introduction to communication concepts.
Professors and students alike have fallen in love with Real Communication’s down-to-earth writing
style, its coverage of research, and its wealth of learning and teaching tools. They also appreciate
how Real Communication strives to weave the discipline’s different strands together with the
CONNECT feature that shows students how concepts work and apply across interpersonal, small
group, public speaking, and mass media contexts. The Second Edition is even better with a broader
array of engaging examples, new coverage of hot topics in the field like Intercultural and mediated



communication, plus a public speaking unit honed to provide the essential information students need
for this fast-paced course. A new chapter on mass communication connects topics like media
convergence, mediated communication, media messages, and media effects to everyday
communication. To order a desk copy of Real Communication: An Introduction with Mass
Communication please contact your local sales representative and use ISBN-13: 978-0-312-60577-3.

communication textbooks: The Basics of Communication Steve Duck, David T. McMahan,
2009 Can an understanding of communication concepts improve relationships with others?
Conversely, how do our connections with others influence how converse with them? Written in a
warm and lively style and packed with teaching tools, The Basics of Communication: A Relational
Perspective offers a unique look at the inseparable connection between relationships and
communication and highlights the roles that those interpersonal connections play in public speaking
as well as in casual discussions. This groundbreaking text offers a hybrid approach of theory and
application by introducing students to fundamental communication concepts and providing practical
instruction on making effective formal presentations. The authors encourage students to employ
critical thinking on key topics, to link communication theory to their own experiences, and to
improve their communication skills in the process. Key Featuresaa Stresses the vital intersection of
communication and relational contexts and how they interact and influence one another Offers a
refreshing and original approach that engages students with lively, topical examples to challenge
them and to enliven classroom discussion Provides up-to-date communication topics in a way that
easily fits within a traditional course outline Integrates effective pedagogical tools throughout,
addressing ethics, media links, and questions for students to discuss with friends, among others
Devotes two chapters to the use of media and relational technology such as cell phones, iPods,
Blackberries, MySpace, and Facebook in daily communicationsadAncillariesaa Includes an
InstructorZs Resource on CD-ROM that features PowerPoint slides, a test bank, suggestions for
course projects and activities, Internet resources, and more. (Contact Customer Care at
1-800-818-7243 to request a copy.) The robust online Student Study Site
(www.sagepub.com/bocstudy) includes e-flashcards, video and audio clips, SAGE journal articles,
links to a Facebook page for the text, and other interactive resources. Intended Audienceaa
Designed as a core textbook for undergraduate students of communication studies, this book is also
an excellent resource for business studentsuor others who are interested in learning more about the
pervasive role of communication concepts in everyday life.

communication textbooks: An Introduction to Communication Lynn H. Turner, Richard
West, 2018-10-11 Prioritizing brevity and clarity, this textbook introduces the study of
communication through examples and applications of communication in a variety of contexts. With a
unique focus on diversity and the impact of culture, each chapter opens with a case study that
identifies a communication challenge, which the chapter addresses throughout, and concludes with
questions that respond to that challenge. A consistent, organized structure with numerous features
including fundamental issues, questions for understanding and analysis, theoretical insight
(examining a particular relevant theory), and a skill set section, easily guides you through the
foundations of the study of communication. Cross-referencing between chapters demonstrates the
multidimensional nature of communication and the everyday talk sections demonstrate how each
topic relates to technology, the workplace, or health issues. Offering a wealth of diverse examples
from students' personal, professional, and online lives, this book teaches skills allowing students
from all academic backgrounds to understand communication.

communication textbooks: Communication in Everyday Life Steve Duck, David T.
McMahan, 2016-12-01 Explore fundamental communication concepts, theories, and skills aimed at
helping students apply communication skills to their personal and professional lives—with a
thematic integration of the relational perspective and a focus on demonstrating its direct relevance
to their own everyday communication.

communication textbooks: Communication Karl Erik Rosengren, 2000-02-11 Written as an
introduction for beginning students, this book offers a thorough, yet lively, overview of human



communication in all its aspects. Accessibly written and assuming no prior knowledge of the
discipline Communication: An Introduction: offers a thorough, yet lively, examination of all aspects
of human communication, including: a summary of its nature, form and function; a detailed analysis
of all the levels of communication; a description and overview of the different traditions of
communication studies; and a consideration of the future of communication - as a phenomenon and
as a field of research.

communication textbooks: Communication Mosaics: An Introduction to the Field of
Communication Julia Wood, 2007-01-05 COMMUNICATION MOSAICS: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
FIELD OF COMMUNICATION combines the author's signature first-person narrative style and
popular student commentaries with thoroughly up-to-date research, theories, and technological
information to provide both an overview of the field and a practical guide you can immediately use to
improve your personal, professional, and public communication skills. By beginning with
introductions to the basic processes and skills central to all communication contexts and then
moving on to how we apply these aspects of communication in specific contexts such as
interpersonal and public speaking, the text shows you the importance of developing your
communication skills and gives you the hands-on tools you need to become a more effective
communicator. Jump into the dynamic world of communication in the 21st century with
COMMUNICATION MOSAICS! Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.

communication textbooks: Communicate! Rudolph F. Verderber, Kathleen S. Verderber,
Deanna D. Sellnow, 2013-01-01 Now in its 14th edition, this ground-breaking, market-leading
fundamentals of human communication text helps readers improve their communication competency
by becoming proficient in using theory and research-grounded communication skills. Praised for its
clear and concise writing style, this new edition includes increased coverage of how technology and
social media are changing communication practices and offers guidelines for best practice. Lively
contemporary examples and sample speeches ground theory, increase comprehension, and help
readers become skillful communicators. COMMUNICATE!, 14E, International Edition engages
students in active learning through theory, application and skill-building exercises including speech
action step activities that guide students through the speech preparation process. The role of ethics
in communication is integrated throughout the text, and students can also apply ethical principles to
case situations.

communication textbooks: Fundamentals of Human Communication Melvin DeFleur, Patricia
Kearney, Timothy Plax, Margaret DeFleur, 2004-06-21 This introduction to the basic concepts in
human communication provides a theory-based overview of the communication studies discipline
and helps students develop strategies for becoming better communicators. Substantially revised, the
third edition focuses on communication research and theory from a social science perspective, and
emphasizes communication in practice, both in everyday life and in the workplace. Fundamentals of
Human Communication is not intended for courses in which the text is meant to support an
extensive public speaking/performance component.

communication textbooks: Essentials of Human Communication Joseph A. DeVito, 2016-01-12
For courses in Introduction to Communication A streamlined approach to communication that
emphasizes real-world applications Essentials of Human Communication provides a streamlined
overview of the essential theories, research, and especially the skills of human communication,
highlighting practical applications in the workplace and beyond. Author Joseph DeVito gives
students the knowledge and tools they need to build greater competence in three key spheres:
interpersonal communication, small group communication, and public speaking. The Ninth Edition
fully integrates the latest research as well as updated examples, photos, and cartoons to keep the
text current and pedagogically effective. Note: This is the standalone book, if you want the
book/access card order the ISBN below 0134319982 / 9780134319988 Essentials of Human
Communication plus MyCommunicationLab® for Introduction to Communication — Access Card
Package, 9/e Package consists of: 0134184955 /9780134184951 Essentials of Human



Communication, 9/e 0133882942 / 9780133882940 MyCommunicationLab for Introduction to
Communication Access Card

communication textbooks: Looking Out, Looking In Ronald B. Adler, Russell F. Proctor I,
2016-01-01 A longtime favorite with millions of readers, LOOKING OUT, LOOKING IN, 15th Edition
maintains its market-leading tradition of linking the latest research and theory to learners' everyday
lives. Its accessible approach motivates readers to learn and apply communication principles in both
personal relationships and on the job. Expanded emphasis on social media includes an all-new
chapter devoted to the role of mediated communication in interpersonal relationships as well as
integrated coverage throughout the book. In addition, diverse examples, new readings, compelling
cartoons, lively photos, and popular culture references bring principles to life. Important Notice:
Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in
the ebook version.

communication textbooks: Essentials of Human Communication, Books a la Carte Edition
Joseph A. Devito, 2010-01-14 This edition features the exact same content as the traditional text in a
convenient, three-hole- punched, loose-leaf version. Books a la Carte also offers a great value— this
format costs 35% less than a new textbook This top-selling book presents the essential skills of
interpersonal, small group, and public communication, emphasizing the areas of human
communication skills, cultural awareness, listening, critical thinking, ethics, power and
empowerment, and computer-mediated communication. Essentials of Human Communication fills
the need for a brief, interesting, but serious book that places a strong focus on skill development.
In-text features and the text itself highlight the application of human communication skills to the
real world and to the workplace.

communication textbooks: Communication in Everyday Life - Interactive EBook Steve
Duck, David T. Mcmahan, 2020-01-21 Communication in Everyday Life, Fourth Edition remains the
only introductory communication book to explore fundamental concepts, theories, and skills aimed
at helping readers apply the material to their personal and professional lives--with a thematic
integration of the relational perspective and a focus on demonstrating its direct relevance to their
own everyday communication. Authors Steve Duck and David T. McMahanhelp readers develop a
strong foundation in communication concepts, theory, and research, as well as practical
communication skills such as listening, critical thinking, using technology to communicate,
understanding nonverbal communication, creating persuasive strategies, and managing group
conflict. The Fourth Edition also introduces readers to important emerging areas in communication
studies, offering unique chapters on health communication and family communication. Ideal for the
21st-century, this book provides up-to-date insight into the communication topics central to everyday
life.

communication textbooks: The SAGE Handbook of Communication and Instruction Deanna L.
Fassett, John T. Warren, 2010-03-18 The SAGE Handbook of Communication and Instruction
functions as a comprehensive resource for scholars, graduate students, and general readers
interested in the intersections of communication and instruction, irrespective of paradigm, method,
or disciplinary background. Each chapter selection in the Handbook roots contemporary work in
disciplinary foundations and identifies avenues for future inquiry. Features & Benefits: - Compiles
original research and reviews of research in the intersections of communication and instruction from
key figures in the disciplines, not only helping readers see present and future trajectories in this
area of inquiry in foundational lines of research but also providing a sense of how this area has
grown along a series of different theoretical and methodological approaches - Helps readers identify
avenues for research, in consultation with both key figures and innovators in this area of inquiry -
Serves as the primary contemporary and multi-paradigmatic guide to the study of the intersections
of communication and instruction, recognizing all paradigmatic approaches and methods as
meaningful The Handbook will not only strengthen readers' interest in and comfort with different
paradigmatic approaches to communication and instruction, but also make possible a generation of
well-rounded, comprehensive, and effective researchers, capable of reading a broad array of work



from a variety of approaches.

communication textbooks: Communication Steven A. Beebe, Susan ]. Beebe, Diana K. Ivy,
2009 The authors have anchored their book around five key principles of communication - be aware
of your communication with yourself and others, effectively use and interpret verbal messages,
effectively use and interpret nonverbal messages, listen and respond thoughtfully to others,
appropriately adapt messages to others.

communication textbooks: Communication Studies Andrew Beck, Peter Bennett, Peter
Wall, 2013-07-23 This book brings together a huge range of material including academic articles,
film scripts and interplanetary messages adrift on space probes with supporting commentary to
clarify their imporatance to the field. Communication Studies: The Essential Resource is a collection
of essays and texts for all those studying communication at university and pre-university level.
Individual sections address: * texts and meanings in communication * themes in personal
communication * communication practice * culture, communication and context * debates and
controversies in communication. Edited by the same teachers and examiners who brought us AS
Communication Studies: The Essential Introduction, this volume will help communications students
to engage with the subject successfully. Its key features include: * suggested further activities at the
end of each chapter * a glossary of key terms * a comprehensive bibliography with web resources.

communication textbooks: The Communication Playbook Teri Kwal Gamble, Michael W.
Gamble, 2022-09-21 Ideal for hybrid communication courses, The Communication Playbook is
designed to equip students with the tools they need to develop communicative resilience in their
personal and public lives, whether face-to-face or virtually. Supported by practical learning activities
and exercises, along with discussions of timely topics such as events of extremism, a global
pandemic, and the technological and multicultural nature of society, bestselling authors Teri Kwal
Gamble and Michael W. Gamble help students navigate the physical and digital realms of
communication, enabling them to become clear, confident communicators. The Second Edition
includes updated examples, new annotated speeches on up-to-date topics, and greater coverage of
how technology and culture influences communication. This title is accompanied by a complete
teaching and learning package. Contact your Sage representative to request a demo. Digital Option /
Courseware Sage Vantage is an intuitive learning platform that integrates quality Sage textbook
content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded assessments to drive student
engagement and ensure accountability. Unparalleled in its ease of use and built for dynamic
teaching and learning, Vantage offers customizable LMS integration and best-in-class support. It’s a
learning platform you, and your students, will actually love. Learn more. Assignable Video with
Assessment Assignable video (available with Sage Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and curated
exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. Watch a sample video now. LMS Cartridge: Import
this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time.
Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site. Learn more.

communication textbooks: Communicating Roy Berko, Andrew Wolvin, Darlyn R. Wolvin,
Joan E. Aitken, 2016-09-16 This highly-regarded introduction to communication book offers a
comprehensive blend of basic communication theory, research, and skills, with a strong emphasis on
relationship communication (social), workplace (career), and intercultural communication (culture).
Communicating introduces the basic principles of communication and applies them to interpersonal,
group, interviewing, and public speaking contexts. The book stresses communication competence
through boxed material, Learn by Doing activities, thought-provoking questions, and self-assessment
tests. New and strengthened pedagogy highlights and reinforces the book's social, career, and
cultural themes, with a particular emphasis on intercultural communication and communicating in
an increasingly high-tech, global environment.
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