WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION / STEP TEMPLATE

WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION 7/ STEP TEMPLATE IS A FOUNDATIONAL SKILL FOR ANY ACADEMIC, PROFESSIONAL, OR STUDENT
UNDERTAKING A RESEARCH ENDEAVOR. A WELL-CRAFTED RESEARCH QUESTION SERVES AS THE GUIDING LIGHT FOR AN ENTIRE
STUDY, DICTATING THE METHODOLOGY, DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND ULTIMATELY, THE CONCLUSIONS DRAWN.

W/ ITHOUT A PRECISE AND ANSWERABLE INQUIRY, RESEARCH CAN BECOME UNFOCUSED, INEFFICIENT, AND YIELD AMBIGUOUS
RESULTS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL METICULOUSLY WALK THROUGH A PROVEN 7/-STEP TEMPLATE DESIGNED TO
EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS WITH THE TOOLS AND UNDERSTANDING NECESSARY TO FORMULATE COMPELLING AND IMPACTFUL
RESEARCH QUESTIONS. FROM INITIAL TOPIC IDENTIFICATION TO THE FINAL REFINEMENT PROCESS, EACH STAGE IS CRUCIAL FOR
DEVELOPING AN INQUIRY THAT IS BOTH RIGOROUS AND RELEVANT. BY FOLLOWING THIS STRUCTURED APPROACH, RESEARCHERS
CAN ENHANCE THE CLARITY, FEASIBILITY, AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR WORK, ENSURING A ROBUST AND WELL-DIRECTED
INVESTIGATION.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CORNERSTONE OF RESEARCH: THE RESEARCH QUESTION

THE RESEARCH QUESTION STANDS AS THE CENTRAL PILLAR OF ANY ACADEMIC OR SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION. | T DEFINES THE
SCOPE OF THE STUDY, INFLUENCES THE RESEARCH DESIGN, AND ULTIMATELY DETERMINES WHAT KNOWLEDGE WILL BE GENERATED.
A POORLY FORMULATED RESEARCH QUESTION CAN LEAD TO A STUDY THAT IS TOO BROAD, TOO NARROW , UNANSWERABLE, OR
SIMPLY IRRELEVANT. CONVERSELY, A CLEAR, FOCUSED, AND ANS\WERABLE QUESTION PROVIDES A ROADMAP, GUIDING THE
RESEARCHER THROUGH EVERY PHASE OF THE PROJECT WITH PURPOSE AND PRECISION. |T IS THE INITIAL INTELLECTUAL
COMMITMENT THAT SHAPES THE ENTIRE JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY.



CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE RESEARCH QUESTIONS

EFFECTIVE RESEARCH QUESTIONS SHARE SEVERAL KEY CHARACTERISTICS THAT DISTINGUISH THEM FROM CASUAL INQUIRIES.
THESE TRAITS ENSURE THAT THE QUESTION CAN BE RIGOROUSLY INVESTIGATED AND YIELD MEANINGFUL RESULTS.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE CHARACTERISTICS IS THE FIRST STEP IN MASTERING THE ART OF DEVELOPING RESEARCH QUESTIONS.

e CLARITY AND Focus: THE QUESTION MUST BE UNAMBIGUOUS AND DIRECTLY ADDRESS A SPECIFIC ISSUE. |T SHOULD NOT
BE VAGUE OR ENCOMPASS TOO MANY DISPARATE IDEAS, WHICH WOULD MAKE THE RESEARCH UNWIELDY.

o CONCISENESS: WHILE DETAILED, THE QUESTION SHOULD BE SUCCINCT, USING AS FEW WORDS AS NECESSARY TO
CONVEY THE INTENDED INQUIRY. LONG, CONVOLUTED QUESTIONS OFTEN INDICATE A LACK OF FOCUS.

o COMPLEXITY: AN EFFECTIVE RESEARCH QUESTION SHOULD NOT BE ANSWERABLE WITH A SIMPLE “YES” OR “NO.” IT
SHOULD INVITE IN-DEPTH INVESTIGATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION, CONTRIBUTING TO A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING
OF THE SUBJECT.

® ANSWERABILITY (FEASIBILITY): THE QUESTION MUST BE ANSWERABLE THROUGH EMPIRICAL DATA, EXISTING LITERATURE
OR THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS. |T SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO CONDUCT THE RESEARCH GIVEN AVAILABLE RESOURCES,
TIME, AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS.
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® RELEVANCE: THE QUESTION SHOULD ADDRESS A SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM OR GAP IN KNOWLEDGE, CONTRIBUTING TO THE
FIELD OF STUDY OR HAVING PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS. |T SHOULD MATTER TO A RELEVANT AUDIENCE OR STAKEHOLDERS.

THE 7-STep TeEMPLATE FOR CRAFTING EFFECTIVE RESEARCH QUESTIONS

DEVELOPING A ROBUST RESEARCH QUESTION CAN SEEM DAUNTING, BUT BY FOLLOWING A STRUCTURED, SYSTEMATIC APPROACH,
RESEARCHERS CAN BREAK DOWN THE PROCESS INTO MANAGEABLE STEPS. THIS 7-STEP TEMPLATE PROVIDES A CLEAR PATHWAY
FOR FORMULATING QUESTIONS THAT ARE NOT ONLY WELL-DEFINED BUT ALSO CONDUCIVE TO IMPACTFUL RESEARCH.

STeP 1: IDENTIFY YOUR BROAD TOPIC OF INTEREST

THE JOURNEY OF WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION BEGINS WITH A BROAD AREA OF INTEREST. THIS INITIAL STEP INVOLVES
BRAINSTORMING AND IDENTIFYING A SUBJECT THAT GENUINELY FASCINATES YOU OR ALIGNS WITH YOUR ACADEMIC AND
PROFESSIONAL GOALS. |T COULD STEM FROM CURRENT EVENTS, PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, COURSE READINGS, OR PROFESSIONAL
CHALLENGES. AT THIS STAGE, PRECISION IS NOT THE GOAL, RATHER, IT IS ABOUT IDENTIFYING A GENERAL DOMAIN WITHIN WHICH
YOU WISH TO EXPLORE.
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FOR INSTANCE, A BROAD TOPIC COULD BE “CLIMATE CHANGE,” “STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH,” OR “ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.”
THESE ARE VAST SUBJECTS, BUT THEY PROVIDE A STARTING POINT FOR DEEPER INVESTIGATION. ENGAGEMENT WITH THE CHOSEN
TOPIC IS CRUCIAL, AS SUSTAINED INTEREST WILL FUEL THE SUBSEQUENT, MORE DETAILED STAGES OF THE RESEARCH QUESTION
FORMULATION PROCESS.

STEP 2: CONDUCT PRELIMINARY LITERATURE REVIEW

ONCE A BROAD TOPIC IS IDENTIFIED, THE NEXT CRUCIAL STEP IS TO DELVE INTO EXISTING LITERATURE. A PRELIMINARY
LITERATURE REVIEW INVOLVES EXPLORING WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN PUBLISHED ON YOUR CHOSEN SUBJECT. THIS IS NOT YET A
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW BUT RATHER AN EXPLORATORY PHASE TO GAIN A FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING, IDENTIFY KEY



THEORIES, METHODOLOGIES, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, PINPOINT GAPS IN CURRENT KNOWLEDGE.

THIS STAGE HELPS TO PREVENT DUPLICATION OF EFFORTS AND ILLUMINATES AREAS WHERE FURTHER RESEARCH IS TRULY NEEDED.
BY UNDERSTANDING THE CURRENT DISCOURSE, YOU CAN BEGIN TO IDENTIFY SPECIFIC SUB-TOPICS OR UNANSWERED QUESTIONS
THAT RESONATE WITH YOUR INITIAL INTEREST. |T HELPS TO TRANSFORM A GENERAL CURIOSITY INTO A FOCUSED POTENTIAL
AREA FOR INQUIRY, REVEALING THE INTELLECTUAL LANDSCAPE SURROUNDING YOUR CHOSEN FIELD.

STeP 3: NARROW DowN Your Focus

AFTER THE PRELIMINARY LITERATURE REVIEW, YOUR BROAD TOPIC WILL LIKELY START TO REVEAL MORE SPECIFIC AREAS OF
INTEREST OR UNRESOLVED ISSUES. THIS STEP INVOLVES SYSTEMATICALLY NARROWING DOWN YOUR FOCUS FROM A GENERAL
SUBJECT TO A MORE MANAGEABLE AND RESEARCHABLE SUB-TOPIC. THIS TRANSITION IS ESSENTIAL FOR ENSURING THAT YOUR
RESEARCH QUESTION IS NOT TOO AMBITIOUS OR DIFFUSE.

TECHNIQUES SUCH AS MIND MAPPING, CONCEPT MAPPING, OR SIMPLY ASKING “WHAT ABOUT X?” MULTIPLE TIMES CAN BE
EFFECTIVE. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOUR BROAD TOPIC WAS “STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH,” YOU MIGHT NARROW IT TO “THE IMPACT OF
REMOTE LEARNING ON UNDERGRADUATE ANXIETY LEVELS” OR “THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PEER SUPPORT PROGRAMS FOR FIRST-YEAR
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS.” THIS PROCESS OF DRILLING DOWN REFINES YOUR SCOPE AND BRINGS YOU CLOSER TO A SPECIFIC
RESEARCHABLE PROBLEM.

STEP 4: ConsIDER YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE AND RESEARCH GOALS

BEFORE SOLIDIFYING YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION, IT IS VITAL TO CONSIDER WHO YOUR RESEARCH IS INTENDED FOR AND WHAT
YOU ULTIMATELY HOPE TO ACHIEVE. THE TARGET AUDIENCE MIGHT BE FELLOW ACADEMICS, POLICYMAKERS, PRACTITIONERS, OR
THE GENERAL PUBLIC. UUNDERSTANDING YOUR AUDIENCE HELPS IN FRAMING THE QUESTION APPROPRIATELY, USING RELEVANT
TERMINOLOGY, AND HIGHLIGHTING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR INQUIRY.

SIMULTANEOUSLYI CLARIFYING YOUR RESEARCH GOALS IS PARAMOUNT. ARE YOU AIMING TO DESCRIBE A PHENOMENON, EXPLAIN
RELATIONSHIPS, EXPLORE A NEW CONCEPT, EVALUATE AN INTERVENTION, OR PREDICT OUTCOMES? YOUR GOALS WILL INFLUENCE
THE TYPE OF QUESTION YOU FORMULATE (E.G., DESCRIPTIVE, EXPLANATORY, EXPLORATORY, EVALUATIVE) AND THE
METHODOLOGY YOU WILL EVENTUALLY ADOPT. ALIGNING THE QUESTION WITH YOUR OBJECTIVES ENSURES PURPOSE-DRIVEN
RESEARCH.

STer 5: FORMULATE INITIAL QUESTIONS USING QUESTION STARTERS

W/ITH A REFINED FOCUS AND CLEAR GOALS, YOU CAN NOW BEGIN TO FORMULATE INITIAL DRAFTS OF YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION.
UTILIZING QUESTION STARTERS CAN BE AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO KICKSTART THIS PROCESS. COMMON STARTERS INCLUDE:

o “"How": USED FOR PROCESS, EXPLANATION, OR MANNER (E.G., HOW DO SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS INFLUENCE POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT AMONG YOUNG ADULTS?).

e “"W/HAT": USED FOR DESCRIPTION OR IDENTIFICATION (E.G., WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY BARRIERS TO RENEW ABLE ENERGY
ADOPTION IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES?).

o “WHY": USED FOR CAUSALITY OR REASONS (E.G., WHY DO SOME ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE INITIATIVES FAIL DESPITE
SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT?).

¢ “|s THERE A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN": USED FOR CORRELATIONAL OR COMPARATIVE STUDIES (E.G., /S THERE A
REL A TIONSHIP BETWEEN CHILDHOOD NUTRITION AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN ADOLESCENCEP).



AT THIS STAGE, GENERATE MULTIPLE VARIATIONS. DON'T WORRY ABOUT PERFECTION, THE GOAL IS TO PRODUCE SEVERAL
POTENTIAL QUESTIONS THAT CAPTURE YOUR INTEREST AND ALIGN WITH YOUR NARROWED FOCUS. THIS PROVIDES A POOL OF
OPTIONS FOR SUBSEQUENT REFINEMENT.

STeP 6: REFINE AND EVALUATE YOUR ResearcH QUEsTION (SMART CRITERIA)

THIS IS ARGUABLY THE MOST CRITICAL STEP IN THE WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION 7 STEP TEMPLATE. HERE, YOU TAKE YOUR
INITIAL DRAFTS AND RIGOROUSLY EVALUATE THEM AGAINST ESTABLISHED CRITERIA, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE SMART
FRAMEWORK (SPECIFIC, MEASURABLE, ACHIEVABLE, RELEVANT, TIME-BOUND), THOUGH SOME ASPECTS MIGHT BE ADJUSTED FOR
RESEARCH QUESTIONS.

® SPECIFIC: IS THE QUESTION CLEAR AND FOCUSED, AVOIDING VAGUE TERMS? DOES IT CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE POPULATION,
INTERVENTION/EXPOSURE, COMPARISON, AND oUTCOME (PICO) IF APPLICABLE?

o MEASURABLE/ ANSWERABLE: CAN THE QUESTION BE ANSWERED USING DATA OR EVIDENCE? |S IT FEASIBLE TO COLLECT
INFORMATION TO ADDRESS THE QUESTION?

o AcHEEVABLE (FEASIBLE): CAN YOU REALISTICALLY ANSWER THIS QUESTION WITHIN THE CONSTRAINTS OF YOUR TIME,
RESOURCES, SKILLS, AND ACCESS TO DATAP

® RELEVANT: DOES THE QUESTION ADDRESS A SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM OR GAP IN KNOWLEDGE? IS IT WORTHWHILE TO
ANSWER, AND WILL IT CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO YOUR FIELD OR PRACTICE?

¢ TIME-BOUND (CONTEXTUAL)I WHILE NOT ALWAYS ABOUT A STRICT DEADLINE, A GOOD RESEARCH QUESTION OFTEN
IMPLIES A SPECIFIC CONTEXT OR PERIOD, MAKING IT MORE FOCUSED AND MANAGEABLE.

CONTINUOUSLY REVISE AND REPHRASE YOUR QUESTION UNTIL IT MEETS THESE STRINGENT CRITERIA. THIS ITERATIVE PROCESS OF
REFINEMENT ENSURES CLARITY, RIGOR, AND FEASIBILITY.

STeP 7: Seek FEEDBACK AND ITERATE

THE FINAL STEP IN CRAFTING A ROBUST RESEARCH QUESTION IS TO SOLICIT FEEDBACK FROM PEERS, MENTORS, SUPERVISORS, OR
EXPERTS IN YOUR FIELD. FRESH PERSPECTIVES CAN HIGHLIGHT AMBIGUITIES, SUGGEST FURTHER REFINEMENTS, OR EVEN POINT OUT
POTENTIAL CHALLENGES YOU MAY HAVE OVERLOOKED. OBJECTIVE CRITICISM IS INVALUABLE FOR STRENGTHENING YOUR INQUIRY.

BE PREPARED TO ITERATE. RESEARCH QUESTION FORMULATION IS RARELY A LINEAR PROCESS. YOU MAY NEED TO REVISIT EARLIER
STEPS, RETEXAMINE THE LITERATURE, OR FURTHER NARROW YOUR FOCUS BASED ON THE FEEDBACK RECEIVED. THIS ITERATIVE
LOOP OF REFINEMENT AND CONSULTATION ENSURES THAT YOUR FINAL RESEARCH QUESTION IS AS STRONG, PRECISE, AND
IMPACTFUL AS POSSIBLE, LAYING A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR YOUR ENTIRE RESEARCH PROJECT.

ComMMoN PITFALLS To Avold WHEN DEVELOPING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

EVEN WITH A STRUCTURED TEMPLATE, CERTAIN COMMON ERRORS CAN UNDERMINE THE QUALITY OF A RESEARCH QUESTION.
AW ARENESS OF THESE PITFALLS ALLOWS RESEARCHERS TO PROACTIVELY AVOID THEM AND ENSURE THEIR INQUIRY REMAINS
ROBUST AND EFFECTIVE.



Too BroaD or Too NARROW

A QUESTION THAT IS TOO BROAD, SUCH AS “\WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY?"”, OFFERS NO CLEAR DIRECTION AND IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO ANSWER WITHIN A SINGLE STUDY. CONVERSELY, A QUESTION THAT IS TOO NARROW, LIKE “"How MANY
STUDENTS AT XYZ UNIVERSITY USED THE LIBRARY ON OCTOBER 26, 2023?", MIGHT BE ANSWERABLE BUT OFFERS MINIMAL
CONTRIBUTION TO BROADER KNOWLEDGE OR THEORY. STRIKING THE RIGHT BALANCE IS CRUCIAL FOR A RESEARCH QUESTION
THAT IS BOTH MANAGEABLE AND SIGNIFICANT.

UNANSWERABLE OR ETHICALLY PROBLEMATIC

SOME QUESTIONS ARE INHERENTLY UNANSWERABLE DUE TO LACK OF DATA, ETHICAL CONCERNS, OR METAPHYSICAL NATURE
(E.G./ “\X/HAT IS THE MEANING OF LIFE?”). SIMILARLYI QUESTIONS THAT REQUIRE DATA COLLECTION IN AN ETHICALLY DUBIOUS
MANNER OR POSE HARM TO PARTICIPANTS ARE UNACCEPTABLE. RESEARCHERS MUST ALWAYS CONSIDER THE PRACTICAL AND
ETHICAL FEASIBILITY OF ANSWERING THEIR QUESTIONS.

LEADING OR BIASED QUESTIONS

A RESEARCH QUESTION SHOULD BE NEUTRAL AND OBJECTIVE, NOT GUIDING THE RESEARCHER OR THE AUDIENCE TOWARDS A
PRECONCEIVED ANSWER. FOR EXAMPLE, “WHy ARE INADEQUATE HEALTHCARE POLICIES HARMING RURAL COMMUNITIES?” IS A
LEADING QUESTION THAT ASSUMES HARM. A NEUTRAL ALTERNATIVE MIGHT BE “How DO CURRENT HEALTHCARE POLICIES IMPACT
RURAL COMMUNITIES?” BIASED QUESTIONS COMPROMISE THE INTEGRITY AND OBJECTIVITY OF THE RESEARCH.

LAck oF ORIGINALITY

W/HILE BUILDING ON EXISTING RESEARCH IS IMPORTANT, SIMPLY REPLICATING A WELL-ESTABLISHED STUDY WITHOUT ADDING A
NEW DIMENSION OR CONTEXT CAN INDICATE A LACK OF ORIGINALITY. AN EFFECTIVE RESEARCH QUESTION SHOULD AIM TO FILL A
GAP, CHALLENGE AN ASSUMPTION, OR EXPLORE A NEW FACET OF A KNOWN PHENOMENON, THEREBY CONTRIBUTING NOVEL
INSIGHTS TO THE ACADEMIC DISCOURSE.

BENEFITS OF A STRUCTURED APPROACH TO RESEARCH QUESTION
FORMULATION

UTILIZING A COMPREHENSIVE TEMPLATE LIKE THE /-STEP METHOD FOR WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION OFFERS NUMEROUS
ADVANTAGES BEYOND SIMPLY PRODUCING A QUESTION. THIS SYSTEMATIC APPROACH ENHANCES THE OVERALL QUALITY AND
EFFICIENCY OF THE RESEARCH PROCESS FROM ITS VERY INCEPTION.

FIRSTLY, IT INSTILLS CLARITY. BY FORCING RESEARCHERS TO MOVE THROUGH DISTINCT STAGES OF REFLECTION AND REFINEMENT,
THE TEMPLATE ENSURES THAT THE FINAL QUESTION IS UNAMBIGUOUS AND SHARPLY FOCUSED. THIS CLARITY THEN TRANSLATES
INTO A MORE COHERENT RESEARCH DESIGN, WHERE EVERY METHODOLOGICAL CHOICE DIRECTLY SUPPORTS THE INQUIRY.
SECONDLY, IT PROMOTES EFFICIENCY. A WELL-DEFINED QUESTION PREVENTS WASTED TIME ON IRRELEVANT DATA COLLECTION
OR ANALYSIS, STREAMLINING THE ENTIRE PROJECT. RESEARCHERS ARE LESS LIKELY TO DIVERGE FROM THEIR CORE OBJECTIVES
WHEN THEIR GUIDING QUESTION IS ROBUST.

FURTHERMORE, A STRUCTURED APPROACH ENHANCES THE FEASIBILITY OF THE RESEARCH. THE ITERATIVE EVALUATION AGAINST
CRITERIA LIKE SMART HELPS IDENTIFY POTENTIAL CHALLENGES EARLY, ALLOWING FOR ADJUSTMENTS BEFORE SIGNIFICANT
RESOURCES ARE COMMITTED. THIS PROACTIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING MINIMIZES RISKS AND INCREASES THE LIKELIHOOD OF



SUCCESSFUL PROJECT COMPLETION. ULTIMATELY/ A CAREFULLY FORMULATED RESEARCH QUESTION, BORN FROM A STRUCTURED
TEMPLATE, LEADS TO MORE RIGOROUS, IMPACTFUL, AND PUBLISHABLE RESEARCH, CONTRIBUTING MEANINGFULLY TO THE BODY OF
KNOWLEDGE.

MASTERING THE ART OF INQUIRY FOR IMPACTFUL RESEARCH

MASTERING THE ART OF WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION IS NOT MERELY AN ACADEMIC EXERCISE, IT IS A CRITICAL SKILL THAT
UNDERPINS THE SUCCESS OF ANY INVESTIGATIVE ENDEAVOR. THE 7-STEP TEMPLATE PROVIDES A ROBUST, SYSTEMATIC
FRAMEWORK THAT TRANSFORMS A VAGUE IDEA INTO A PRECISE, ANSWERABLE, AND SIGNIFICANT INQUIRY. BY DILIGENTLY
NAVIGATING THROUGH IDENTIFYING BROAD TOPICS, CONDUCTING PRELIMINARY LITERATURE REVIEWS, NARROWING FOCUS,
CONSIDERING AUDIENCE AND GOALS, FORMULATING INITIAL QUESTIONS, RIGOROUSLY REFINING THEM USING CRITERIA LIKE
SMART, AND SEEKING CRUCIAL FEEDBACK, RESEARCHERS EQUIP THEMSELVES WITH A POWERFUL TOOL.

THIS STRUCTURED APPROACH ENSURES THAT THE RESULTING RESEARCH QUESTION IS NOT ONLY ACADEMICALLY SOUND BUT
ALSO PRACTICALLY VIABLE AND RELEVANT. |IT GUIDES THE ENTIRE RESEARCH PROCESS, FROM METHODOLOGY SELECTION TO
DATA INTERPRETATION, ENSURING EVERY EFFORT CONTRIBUTES DIRECTLY TO ANSWERING THE CENTRAL INQUIRY. EMBRACING THIS
COMPREHENSIVE TEMPLATE EMPOWERS RESEARCHERS TO EMBARK ON THEIR STUDIES WITH CONFIDENCE, CLARITY, AND THE
ULTIMATE AIM OF GENERATING NEW KNOWLEDGE THAT CAN INFORM, EXPLAIN, AND POTENTIALLY SOLVE COMPLEX PROBLEMS
WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS.

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF WRITING A RESEARCH QUESTION 7 STEP
TEMPLATE?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE /-STEP TEMPLATE IS TO PROVIDE A STRUCTURED, SYSTEMATIC, AND COMPREHENSIVE
METHODOLOGY FOR DEVELOPING CLEAR, FOCUSED, AND ANSWERABLE RESEARCH QUESTIONS. IT GUIDES RESEARCHERS FROM A
BROAD AREA OF INTEREST TO A HIGHLY REFINED INQUIRY, ENSURING THE QUESTION IS FEASIBLE, RELEVANT, AND ROBUST ENOUGH
TO DIRECT AN ENTIRE STUDY.

Q: How DOES A PRELIMINARY LITERATURE REVIEW CONTRIBUTE TO FORMULATING A
RESEARCH QUESTION?

A: A PRELIMINARY LITERATURE REVIEW IS CRUCIAL BECAUSE IT HELPS RESEARCHERS UNDERSTAND THE EXISTING BODY OF
KNOWLEDGE ON THEIR BROAD TOPIC. |T ALLOWS THEM TO IDENTIFY KEY THEORIES, COMMON METHODOLOGIES, AND, MOST
IMPORTANTLY, PINPOINT GAPS OR UNRESOLVED ISSUES IN THE CURRENT RESEARCH, THEREBY GUIDING THE NARROWING OF FOCUS
AND THE FORMULATION OF AN ORIGINAL RESEARCH QUESTION.

Q: WHAT poes THE SMART CRITERIA STAND FOR IN THE CONTEXT OF REFINING
RESEARCH QUESTIONS?

A IN THE CONTEXT OF REFINING RESEARCH QUESTIONS, SMART TYPICALLY STANDS FOR:



SpECIFIC: THE QUESTION IS CLEAR AND FOCUSED.

MEASURABLE/ANSWERABLEZ THE QUESTION CAN BE ADDRESSED WITH DATA OR EVIDENCE.

ACHIEVABLE (I:EASIBLE)Z THE QUESTION CAN BE ANSWERED WITHIN PRACTICAL CONSTRAINTS.

RELEVANT: THE QUESTION ADDRESSES A SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM OR GAP.

TIME-BOUND (CONTEXTUAL)I THE QUESTION OFTEN IMPLIES A SPECIFIC CONTEXT OR PERIOD, MAKING IT MANAGEABLE.

Q: WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE AND RESEARCH GOALS
EARLY IN THE PROCESS?

A: CONSIDERING YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE AND RESEARCH GOALS EARLY HELPS IN FRAMING YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION
APPROPRIATELY. KNOWING WHO WILL READ YOUR RESEARCH (E.G.I ACADEMICS, POLICYMAKEES) INFLUENCES THE TERMINOLOGY
AND EMPHASIS. UNDERSTANDING YOUR GOALS (E.G., DESCRIPTIVE, EXPLANATORY, EVALUATIVE) DICTATES THE TYPE OF
QUESTION TO FORMULATE, ENSURING YOUR INQUIRY ALIGNS WITH YOUR ULTIMATE OBJECTIVES FOR THE STUDY.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID WHEN DEVELOPING RESEARCH
QUESTIONS?

A: COMMON PITFALLS INCLUDE FORMULATING QUESTIONS THAT ARE TOO BROAD (UNMANAGEABLE) OR TOO NARROW <LACI<ING
SIGNIFICANCE), QUESTIONS THAT ARE UNANSWERABLE DUE TO ETHICAL CONCERNS OR LACK OF DATA, QUESTIONS THAT ARE
LEADING OR BIASED, AND QUESTIONS THAT LACK ORIGINALITY BY MERELY REPLICATING EXISTING STUDIES WITHOUT NEW
INSIGHTS.

Q: CAN THE 7-STEP TEMPLATE BE APPLIED TO BOTH QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE
RESEARCH?

A: YESI THE 7/-STEP TEMPLATE IS A VERSATILE FRAMEWORK APPLICABLE TO BOTH QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH
PARADIGMS. WHILE THE SPECIFIC WORDING AND EMPHASIS ON “MEASURABLE” ASPECTS MIGHT DIFFER, THE CORE PROCESS OF
IDENTIFYING A TOPIC, REVIEWING LITERATURE, NARROWING FOCUS, REFINING, AND SEEKING FEEDBACK IS FUNDAMENTAL TO
DEVELOPING STRONG RESEARCH QUESTIONS REGARDLESS OF THE CHOSEN METHODOLOGY.

Q: How DOES SEEKING FEEDBACK IN STEP 7 IMPROVE THE RESEARCH QUESTION?

A: SEEKING FEEDBACK PROVIDES INVALUABLE EXTERNAL PERSPECTIVES. PEERS, MENTORS, OR EXPERTS CAN IDENTIFY AMBIGUITIES,
LOGICAL FLAWS, OVERLOOKED ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS, OR SUGGEST ALTERNATIVE PHRASING TO ENHANCE CLARITY AND
PRECISION. THIS CRITICAL REVIEW PROCESS HELPS RESEARCHERS REFINE THEIR QUESTION FURTHER, ENSURING IT IS ROBUST,
WELL-ARTICULATED, AND READY TO GUIDE A RIGOROUS INVESTIGATION.
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