
symbols in the great gatsby chapter 7
symbols in the great gatsby chapter 7 mark a pivotal turning point in F. Scott Fitzgerald's iconic
novel, revealing the crumbling facade of Gatsby's illusions and the harsh reality of the Jazz Age. This
chapter, renowned for its dramatic confrontation and tragic events, masterfully employs various
symbolic elements to deepen our understanding of the characters' moral decay, societal tensions,
and the futility of Gatsby's dream. From the oppressive heat that mirrors escalating tensions to the
fateful yellow car and the symbolic implications of Myrtle Wilson's death, Fitzgerald imbues every
detail with profound meaning. This comprehensive article will delve into the primary symbols present
in chapter 7, analyzing their significance and how they contribute to the chapter's climax and the
novel's overarching themes of wealth, class, and the elusive American Dream. By exploring these
potent symbols, we gain insight into the tragic trajectory of Jay Gatsby and the corrupt core of the
affluent society he desperately sought to join.
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The Oppressive Heat and Its Symbolic Weight
One of the most immediate and palpable symbols introduced at the beginning of chapter 7 of The
Great Gatsby is the intense, suffocating summer heat. Fitzgerald meticulously describes the weather,
establishing an atmosphere that is not merely uncomfortable but inherently symbolic. The "broiling"
sun, the "stifling" air, and the general lethargy induced by the heat serve as a powerful pathetic
fallacy, mirroring the escalating emotional and psychological tension among the characters.

The oppressive heat functions as a microcosm for the simmering conflicts that are about to erupt. It
represents the unbearable pressure building up within Gatsby, Tom, Daisy, and Nick. Just as the
physical heat makes it difficult to breathe and think clearly, the emotional heat of unspoken
jealousies, long-held resentments, and desperate desires pushes the characters to their breaking
points. This environmental pressure forces confrontations that might otherwise have been postponed,
culminating in the dramatic showdown at the Plaza Hotel and the subsequent tragedy on the road.

Furthermore, the heat can be interpreted as a symbol of the moral decay and spiritual malaise that
pervades the wealthy society of West Egg and East Egg. The characters, stripped bare by the heat,



reveal their true, often ugly, selves. The discomfort and irritability it induces highlight their inherent
selfishness and lack of genuine compassion. The symbolism of the heat in symbols in the great
gatsby chapter 7 underscores the inevitability of the impending catastrophe, making the
atmosphere itself a harbinger of doom.

Gatsby's Yellow Car: A Symbol Transformed
Gatsby's magnificent yellow Rolls-Royce is a prominent symbol throughout the novel, initially
representing his new money, his flamboyant success, and his desperate attempt to impress Daisy. In
chapter 7, however, its symbolism undergoes a tragic transformation, becoming an instrument of
disaster and a symbol of Gatsby's ultimate downfall. The "rich yellow" exterior, once a beacon of his
lavish lifestyle, becomes stained with the grime of tragedy and false accusation.

When the group travels to New York, Daisy insists on driving Gatsby's car, an act that is both
impulsive and fateful. This choice immediately places her in a position of power and, later, culpability.
The car, originally a tool for Gatsby to showcase his wealth and drive towards his dream, ironically
becomes the vehicle through which his dream is irrevocably shattered. It is in this "big yellow car"
that Myrtle Wilson is struck down, an event that directly implicates Gatsby, though Daisy was behind
the wheel.

The transformation of Gatsby's yellow car from a symbol of aspiration to a symbol of destruction is
one of the most poignant symbolic elements in symbols in the great gatsby chapter 7. It signifies
how Gatsby's carefully constructed world, built on illusion and material display, ultimately collapses
under the weight of reality and the consequences of reckless actions. The car, once a symbol of
Gatsby's self-made identity, becomes the very object that unravels his life and exposes the fragility of
his aspirations.

Tom Buchanan's Blue Coupé: Symbol of Old Money and
Control
In stark contrast to Gatsby's ostentatious yellow automobile, Tom Buchanan drives a "blue coupé."
This vehicle, less flashy but no less significant, serves as a powerful symbol of old money, established
power, and a more subtle, yet equally destructive, form of control. Tom's car, with its understated
color, reflects the inherited wealth and ingrained social status that he possesses without effort, unlike
Gatsby who strives to attain it.

The act of Tom driving Gatsby's car to town with Nick and Jordan, while Gatsby drives Tom's car with
Daisy, is a deliberate symbolic exchange. This temporary swapping of vehicles underscores the
shifting dynamics of power and possession. Tom, by taking Gatsby's car, asserts a temporary
dominance over Gatsby's world, while Gatsby, in Tom's car, is ironically attempting to steal Tom's
wife, using the very symbol of Tom's entrenched privilege. However, this exchange also foreshadows
the ultimate failure of Gatsby's attempt to penetrate Tom's world.

Ultimately, Tom's blue coupé symbolizes the unassailable fortress of old money and the traditional
social order that Gatsby can never truly breach. It represents the unyielding power of the wealthy
elite and their ability to escape consequences, in contrast to Gatsby, whose yellow car becomes a
magnet for disaster. The choice of vehicle for each character in the fateful journey to New York
significantly reinforces their distinct social positions and the inevitable clash between new wealth and
old aristocracy.



The Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg: A Resurgent Moral
Watch
The colossal billboard eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg, which dominate the Valley of Ashes, make a
crucial reappearance in chapter 7, particularly after the tragic accident involving Myrtle Wilson.
Initially introduced as a passive, almost forgotten symbol of God's unseeing judgment over a morally
desolate landscape, these eyes gain renewed symbolic power as a silent witness to the chapter's
horrific events.

After Myrtle is killed, her husband George Wilson, in his grief and confusion, attributes a divine
significance to these eyes. He tells Michaelis, "God sees everything," gesturing towards the billboard.
This recontextualizes the eyes, transforming them from a mere commercial advertisement into a
potent symbol of moral oversight and a watchful, albeit silent, judge over the corrupt actions of
humanity. Their reappearance at such a critical moment reinforces the theme of moral decay and the
lack of spiritual guidance in the modern world.

The eyes serve as a stark reminder that even in a society seemingly devoid of moral accountability,
there is an overarching, if abstract, presence that observes the consequences of reckless behavior. In
the context of symbols in the great gatsby chapter 7, these eyes represent the unescapable
moral reckoning for the characters' actions, particularly the carelessness of the wealthy. They loom
over the scene of Myrtle's death, suggesting that while the immediate perpetrators may try to evade
responsibility, their actions are observed by a higher, inescapable power, foreshadowing the tragic
fallout to come.

Daisy's Voice: The Siren Call of Wealth and Indecision
Throughout The Great Gatsby, Daisy's voice is consistently described as a captivating, almost
magical, attribute, famously noted by Gatsby as being "full of money." In chapter 7, this symbolic
quality of her voice reaches its climax and ultimately reveals its true, often hollow, nature. Her voice,
which Gatsby has romanticized as the epitome of his dream, becomes a poignant symbol of her
intoxicating allure and, simultaneously, her profound indecisiveness and moral cowardice.

During the intense confrontation at the Plaza Hotel, Daisy's voice wavers and fails to commit to
Gatsby. While she expresses love for him, her inability to fully sever ties with Tom, fueled by her
deep-seated attachment to the security and status he represents, is evident in her fluctuating tone.
Gatsby's dream relies heavily on Daisy's unwavering commitment, yet her voice, though beautiful,
lacks the conviction necessary to choose him over her established life.

Later, after Myrtle's death, Daisy's voice disappears almost entirely from the narrative, replaced by
her silence and Nick's observations of her withdrawal. Her voice, once a beacon for Gatsby's
aspirations, becomes a symbol of the unattainable and the destructive power of material wealth. The
"death" of her voice, in a symbolic sense, after the accident, signifies the death of Gatsby's dream
and Daisy's retreat into the protective, unfeeling embrace of her social class. The enduring symbolic
power of Daisy's voice in symbols in the great gatsby chapter 7 highlights her central role in
Gatsby's undoing.

The Hotel Plaza Confrontation: Shattered Illusions
The scene at the Plaza Hotel in New York City is not a physical object, but the entire setting itself



becomes a crucial symbolic space within chapter 7. This opulent, stifling room serves as the arena
where Gatsby's carefully constructed illusions are dramatically dismantled by Tom Buchanan. The
confined space, intensified by the oppressive heat, creates a pressure cooker environment,
symbolizing the inevitable explosion of truths and the collapse of Gatsby's romanticized world.

The Plaza, a symbol of old money and traditional glamour, becomes the stage for the definitive
confrontation between Gatsby's new money ambition and Tom's entrenched aristocratic power. Here,
Gatsby attempts to force Daisy to declare her love for him and renounce Tom. However, Tom
systematically exposes the illicit nature of Gatsby's wealth, revealing him as a "bootlegger." This
public unmasking shatters Gatsby's carefully cultivated image and, more importantly, Daisy's
idealized perception of him.

The symbolism of the Plaza scene lies in its function as the climax where reality brutally intrudes upon
Gatsby's dream. The romantic illusion he has nurtured for years, centered around Daisy, is irrevocably
broken. Daisy's inability to choose Gatsby unequivocally, her retreat into her marriage, and the
revelation of Gatsby's true source of wealth, all coalesce in this symbolic space. The Plaza, therefore,
represents the point of no return for Gatsby's aspirations, marking the beginning of his tragic end. It's
a critical moment for understanding the various symbols in the great gatsby chapter 7 and their
combined impact.

Myrtle Wilson's Death: The Tragic Consequence of
Recklessness
Myrtle Wilson's sudden and brutal death in chapter 7 is arguably the most impactful symbolic event in
the entire novel. Her demise, caused by Daisy driving Gatsby's yellow car, is far more than a plot
device; it is a profound symbol with multiple layers of meaning, encompassing class conflict, moral
decay, and the ultimate consequences of the carelessness of the wealthy.

Firstly, Myrtle, representing the lower class and the raw vitality of the working-class American Dream,
is literally crushed by the carelessness of the affluent. Her death at the hands of Daisy, who belongs
to the very elite Tom and Gatsby vie for, symbolizes the destructive power of the upper class on those
beneath them. Her life, much like her relationship with Tom, is disposable to them. The fact that she
is struck by Gatsby's car, driven by Daisy, further complicates the symbolism, highlighting how even
Gatsby's efforts to climb the social ladder lead to tragic consequences for others.

Secondly, Myrtle's death signifies the violent collision of illicit desires and tragic reality. Her
passionate, if misguided, pursuit of a better life through Tom ultimately leads to her violent end. It is a
harsh commentary on the futility and danger of crossing class boundaries for those without the
inherent protection of old money. The incident serves as a grim foreshadowing of Gatsby's own fate,
as both he and Myrtle are ultimately victims of the Buchanan's heedlessness.

Finally, the aftermath of Myrtle's death exposes the moral vacuum of the wealthy. Tom quickly seeks
to deflect blame onto Gatsby, and Daisy retreats into her privileged insularity, both avoiding
responsibility. This act of profound negligence underscores the central theme of the moral bankruptcy
of the Jazz Age elite. The death of Myrtle Wilson stands as a stark and unforgettable symbol among
the crucial symbols in the great gatsby chapter 7, marking the tragic climax of the novel's
exploration of social class, ambition, and consequence.



The Symbolic Shift from Idealism to Harsh Reality
Chapter 7 of The Great Gatsby represents a dramatic and irreversible symbolic shift from the lingering
idealism of Gatsby's dream to the harsh, undeniable reality of his predicament. Prior to this chapter,
despite underlying tensions, Gatsby's world largely operates under the illusion that his grand romantic
vision for Daisy is attainable. His wealth, his parties, and his very persona are all constructed to win
her back and recreate a past that never truly existed.

However, with the escalating heat, the brutal confrontation at the Plaza, and the devastating accident
involving Myrtle, all these carefully maintained illusions crumble. The dream of recapturing Daisy's
love, predicated on an idealized past and an unblemished future, is violently interrupted by the
present. Gatsby's yellow car, once a symbol of his opulent hope, becomes tainted by death and
responsibility. Daisy's voice, once "full of money" and promise, reveals its true nature of indecision
and ultimate loyalty to her class.

This symbolic shift underscores Fitzgerald's critique of the American Dream itself, particularly when it
becomes corrupted by materialism and a desperate attempt to rewrite history. The chapter vividly
portrays how the romanticized pursuit of an unattainable ideal can lead to profound tragedy, not only
for the dreamer but for those caught in their orbit. The events and symbols in symbols in the great
gatsby chapter 7 collectively strip away the glamour and reveal the stark, unforgiving
consequences of living in a world built on artifice and careless wealth.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the most significant symbol in The Great Gatsby
Chapter 7?
A: While several potent symbols appear, Gatsby's yellow car undergoes the most significant
transformation in Chapter 7. Initially a symbol of his wealth and ambition, it becomes directly
implicated in Myrtle Wilson's death, transforming into a symbol of tragedy, mistaken identity, and the
destructive consequences of the wealthy's carelessness. Its role in the accident irrevocably shatters
Gatsby's dream and sets the stage for his downfall.

Q: How does the oppressive heat in Chapter 7 function
symbolically?
A: The oppressive heat in Chapter 7 serves as a powerful pathetic fallacy, symbolizing the escalating
emotional and psychological tension among the characters. It mirrors the simmering conflicts,
jealousies, and resentments that are about to erupt, creating an atmosphere of discomfort and
irritability that pushes the characters to their breaking points and forces dramatic confrontations.

Q: What do the Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg represent in this
chapter?
A: The Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg, a recurring symbol, gain renewed significance in Chapter 7 after



Myrtle Wilson's death. They transform from a passive advertisement to a potent symbol of moral
oversight and a watchful, albeit silent, judge over the corrupt actions of humanity. George Wilson's
interpretation of them as "God sees everything" recontextualizes them as a symbol of inescapable
moral reckoning for the characters' recklessness.

Q: What does Daisy's voice symbolize in Chapter 7?
A: Daisy's voice, famously described as "full of money," symbolizes her captivating allure and the
intoxicating power of wealth for Gatsby. However, in Chapter 7, it also highlights her profound
indecisiveness and moral cowardice. Her inability to fully commit to Gatsby during the Plaza
confrontation, and her subsequent silence, reveal her ultimate loyalty to the security and status of old
money, representing the unattainability of Gatsby's dream.

Q: How does Myrtle Wilson's death contribute to the
symbolism of Chapter 7?
A: Myrtle Wilson's death is a profound symbol of class conflict and the devastating consequences of
the wealthy's recklessness. Her death at the hands of Daisy, while driving Gatsby's car, symbolizes
the destructive power of the upper class on those beneath them and the disposability of lower-class
lives. It also exposes the moral bankruptcy and evasion of responsibility characteristic of the Jazz Age
elite.

Q: What is the symbolic significance of the car exchange
between Tom and Gatsby?
A: The symbolic car exchange, where Tom drives Gatsby's yellow car and Gatsby drives Tom's blue
coupé to New York, underscores shifting power dynamics and social status. Tom's temporary
possession of Gatsby's flashy car asserts his dominance, while Gatsby in Tom's understated car
ironically attempts to infiltrate Tom's world. This exchange foreshadows the ultimate failure of
Gatsby's dream to overcome the entrenched power of old money and traditional social order.

Q: Does the Plaza Hotel itself act as a symbol in Chapter 7?
A: Yes, the entire setting of the Plaza Hotel suite acts as a crucial symbolic space. It is the arena
where Gatsby's carefully constructed illusions are dramatically dismantled by Tom Buchanan. This
opulent yet stifling room symbolizes the brutal collision of Gatsby's romanticized dream with harsh
reality, marking the climax where his aspirations are irrevocably shattered by the exposure of his true
wealth and Daisy's ultimate loyalty.
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