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final walkthrough before closing reddit is a critical step in the home buying process that ensures
the property is in the agreed-upon condition before the final sale. This essential part of real estate
transactions allows buyers to verify that all repairs have been made and that the property is ready for
occupancy. Engaging with forums like Reddit can provide valuable insights from other buyers’
experiences, tips on what to look for, and guidance on how to address any potential issues that may
arise during the walkthrough. This article will explore the significance of the final walkthrough, what
to expect during the process, a checklist of items to verify, and common questions that arise.
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Understanding the Importance of a Final Walkthrough
The final walkthrough serves as the last opportunity for homebuyers to inspect their new property
before closing. Buyers typically conduct this walkthrough within 24 to 48 hours before the closing
date. This step is crucial for several reasons, including ensuring that the home is in the condition
agreed upon in the purchase contract and that any negotiated repairs have been completed.

Furthermore, the final walkthrough provides an opportunity to double-check that all personal property
and appliances included in the sale are still present. Buyers should also ensure that the home is free
of any debris or items left behind by the sellers. This final inspection is not just a formality; it’s a
necessary step to avoid surprises after the purchase is finalized.

Another aspect of the final walkthrough is the emotional reassurance it provides to buyers. Purchasing
a home is one of the most significant investments most individuals will make, and having the chance
to see the property once more can alleviate any last-minute anxiety.

What to Expect During the Walkthrough
During the final walkthrough, buyers should expect to spend approximately 30 minutes to an hour
inspecting the property. It is advisable to schedule the walkthrough with the seller's agent present,
which can help facilitate communication and address any concerns immediately.

Buyers should arrive with a checklist of items to verify and a clear mind to assess the property
objectively. It’s essential to be thorough, as this is the last chance to identify any potential issues



before the transaction is completed.

Some common elements to expect during the final walkthrough include:

Access to all rooms, including basements and attics

Verification of all agreed-upon repairs

Checking appliances and fixtures to ensure they are in working order

Confirming that the home is clean and free of debris

Ensuring that any personal property included in the sale is present

Final Walkthrough Checklist
A well-prepared checklist can significantly enhance the efficiency of the final walkthrough. Here is a
comprehensive checklist that buyers should consider:

General Condition:

Inspect walls, ceilings, and floors for any damage.

Check for signs of moisture or leaks.

Utilities:

Test all lights and electrical outlets.

Verify that heating and cooling systems are operational.

Appliances:

Confirm that included appliances are present and functional.

Check for manuals and warranties left by the sellers.

Plumbing:

Run taps to check for water pressure and leaks.



Inspect toilets for proper flushing.

Exterior:

Examine the yard for any debris or maintenance issues.

Check for the condition of fences, gates, and exterior lighting.

This checklist serves as a guide, but each property may have unique elements that require attention.
Buyers are encouraged to personalize their checklist based on specific features of the home.

Common Issues to Look Out For
During the final walkthrough, certain issues may arise that could impact the closing process.
Awareness of these common problems can prepare buyers for any negotiations that may be
necessary before finalizing the sale.

Some typical issues to be vigilant about include:

Unfinished Repairs:
Buyers should ensure that all repairs, particularly those negotiated after inspections, have been
completed satisfactorily.

Damage:
Look for any new damage that may have occurred since the last viewing, such as holes in walls
or water stains.

Missing Items:
Confirm that all items agreed upon in the sale, such as appliances or fixtures, are still present.

Cleanliness:
The property should be left clean and free of debris. Buyers should not have to deal with the
seller's leftover items.

Functionality:
All systems should be operational. This includes checking heating, cooling, plumbing, and
electrical systems.

If any issues arise during the walkthrough, it is important for buyers to communicate these concerns
with their agent immediately. Depending on the severity of the problems, it may be possible to
negotiate repairs or price adjustments before closing.



FAQs About Final Walkthroughs

Q: What is the purpose of a final walkthrough?
A: The final walkthrough allows buyers to ensure that the property is in the agreed-upon condition,
verify that all repairs have been made, and confirm that all included items are present.

Q: When should the final walkthrough take place?
A: The final walkthrough typically occurs within 24 to 48 hours before the closing date. This timing
allows for any last-minute checks and ensures the property's condition is as expected.

Q: Can I negotiate repairs during the final walkthrough?
A: Yes, if significant issues are discovered during the final walkthrough, buyers can negotiate with the
seller to have repairs completed before closing or request a price adjustment.

Q: What should I bring to the final walkthrough?
A: Buyers should bring a checklist, a pen, and any necessary documentation regarding repairs or
inclusions from the sales contract.

Q: Is the final walkthrough mandatory?
A: While not legally required, the final walkthrough is highly recommended to protect buyers from
unforeseen issues after closing.

Q: What if I find something wrong during the final
walkthrough?
A: If any problems are found, communicate them immediately to your real estate agent, who can
advise on the next steps, including negotiations with the seller.

Q: How long does a final walkthrough usually take?
A: A final walkthrough typically lasts between 30 minutes to an hour, depending on the size of the
property and the thoroughness of the inspection.

Q: Can I bring someone with me to the final walkthrough?
A: Yes, many buyers choose to bring a trusted friend, family member, or their real estate agent to
assist in the inspection.



Q: What if the property is not in the agreed-upon condition?
A: If the property is not in the agreed-upon condition, it is crucial to address these issues before
closing, potentially delaying the process until resolved.

Q: Should I hire a professional inspector for the final
walkthrough?
A: While not necessary, hiring a professional inspector can provide an expert opinion on the
property's condition and help identify issues that may be overlooked.

In summary, the final walkthrough before closing is an invaluable step in the home buying process. It
not only ensures that buyers are making a sound investment but also provides peace of mind as they
prepare to move into their new home. Taking the time to perform a thorough walkthrough can save
buyers from future headaches and expenses.
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