how often does corruption occur

how often does corruption occur is a critical question that resonates across nations, cultures, and
economies. Corruption is often perceived as a widespread issue that undermines trust in institutions,
hampers economic growth, and perpetuates inequality. This article delves into the frequency of
corruption occurrences worldwide, examining various factors that contribute to its prevalence, the
impact it has on societies, and the measures that can be taken to combat it. Furthermore, we will
explore statistical data, case studies, and expert opinions to provide a comprehensive view of
corruption's occurrence. The following sections will guide you through the nuances of this pressing
global issue.
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Understanding Corruption

Corruption can be defined as the abuse of entrusted power for private gain. It manifests in various
forms, including bribery, embezzlement, fraud, and favoritism. While it can occur in both public and
private sectors, its implications are particularly severe within governmental institutions, where it can
erode public trust and hinder effective governance.

The World Bank estimates that corruption costs developing countries over $1 trillion each year, which
highlights the scale and seriousness of this issue. Understanding the nature of corruption is essential
for analyzing how often it occurs and identifying effective responses to mitigate its effects.

Statistics on Corruption Occurrence

Quantifying corruption is challenging due to its secretive nature; however, various organizations
compile data to shed light on its prevalence. Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions
Index (CPI) is one of the most widely recognized metrics, assessing perceived levels of corruption in
180 countries. According to the latest CPI, countries with high levels of corruption often correlate with
lower economic development and weaker governance.

Recent statistics indicate that:

e Approximately two-thirds of countries worldwide score below 50 on the CPI, indicating a serious



corruption problem.
¢ In many developing nations, over 50% of citizens report paying bribes to access basic services.

¢ |In 2021, 39% of respondents from around the world believed corruption had increased in their
country.

This data underscores the alarming frequency of corruption and its pervasive presence in both
developed and developing nations.

Factors Influencing Corruption

Corruption does not occur in a vacuum; it is influenced by various factors that create an environment
conducive to corrupt practices. Understanding these factors is crucial for developing strategies to
combat corruption effectively. Some of the primary factors include:

Poverty and Inequality: In regions with high poverty rates, individuals may resort to corrupt
practices as a means of survival.

Weak Institutions: Countries with poorly functioning institutions, including ineffective law
enforcement and judiciary systems, tend to experience higher levels of corruption.

Lack of Transparency: When government processes are not transparent, it creates
opportunities for corrupt practices to flourish.

Cultural Norms: In some societies, corruption is normalized, making it difficult to address
effectively.

Addressing these factors is essential for reducing the frequency of corruption and fostering a culture
of integrity and accountability.

Impact of Corruption on Society

The consequences of corruption are profound and multifaceted, affecting not only the economy but
also social structures and the environment. Corruption diverts public resources away from essential
services, exacerbating poverty and inequality. The impacts of corruption include:

e Erosion of Trust: Corruption undermines public confidence in government and institutions,
leading to political instability.

e Economic Costs: Corruption leads to inefficiencies in government spending and deters foreign
investment, hampering economic growth.

e Social Inequality: Corruption disproportionately affects marginalized communities, as they are
often the least able to pay bribes for access to services.



e Environmental Degradation: Corruption in environmental governance can lead to
exploitation of resources and neglect of environmental protection.

These impacts illustrate the urgent need for comprehensive strategies to address corruption, as its
effects are felt by all segments of society.

Measures to Combat Corruption

Combatting corruption requires a multifaceted approach that involves governments, civil society, and
international organizations. Effective measures to reduce corruption occurrence include:

¢ Strengthening Institutions: Building strong, transparent institutions can help prevent
corruption from taking root.

e Promoting Transparency: Implementing policies that promote transparency in government
processes and financial transactions can deter corrupt practices.

e Encouraging Whistleblowing: Protecting whistleblowers who report corruption can help
uncover corrupt activities and deter potential wrongdoers.

e Education and Awareness: Raising awareness about the impacts of corruption and promoting
ethical behavior can foster a culture of accountability.

Through these measures, societies can work towards reducing the frequency of corruption and its
detrimental effects on governance and public trust.

Conclusion

Understanding how often corruption occurs is essential to address this pervasive issue effectively. By
analyzing statistics, recognizing influential factors, assessing the impacts, and implementing
comprehensive measures, societies can take significant steps toward combating corruption. While the
challenges are substantial, the commitment to fostering integrity and accountability can lead to
meaningful change. As we continue to explore and address corruption, it is crucial to remain vigilant
and proactive in our efforts to build a more transparent and equitable world.

Q: How is corruption measured globally?

A: Corruption is commonly measured using indices such as the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI)
published by Transparency International, which assesses perceived levels of corruption in various
countries through expert assessments and surveys.



Q: What are the common forms of corruption?

A: Common forms of corruption include bribery, embezzlement, fraud, nepotism, and conflicts of
interest. These practices undermine trust and efficiency in both public and private sectors.

Q: Which countries experience the highest levels of
corruption?

A: Countries with high levels of corruption often include those with weak governance, such as
Somalia, South Sudan, and Syria. However, corruption can be found in varying degrees in almost all
countries.

Q: What role does poverty play in corruption?

A: Poverty often exacerbates corruption, as individuals may resort to bribery or unethical practices to
meet basic needs. Areas with high poverty rates typically see higher incidences of corruption due to
desperation and lack of opportunities.

Q: How does corruption affect economic development?

A: Corruption can significantly impede economic development by diverting resources from essential
services, deterring foreign investment, and fostering an environment of uncertainty, which
undermines economic growth and stability.

Q: What strategies can individuals use to report corruption?

A: Individuals can report corruption by contacting designated anti-corruption agencies, using hotlines
established by governments or NGOs, or engaging with whistleblower protection organizations that
safeguard their identities.

Q: How prevalent is corruption in developed countries?

A: While developed countries generally experience lower levels of corruption compared to developing
nations, it still occurs. Issues such as lobbying, campaign financing, and regulatory capture indicate
that corruption can manifest in various forms even in wealthy nations.

Q: Can technology help reduce corruption?

A: Yes, technology can play a significant role in reducing corruption by increasing transparency
through digital platforms, improving reporting mechanisms, and using data analytics to identify
suspicious activities and patterns in financial transactions.



Q: What impact does corruption have on public health?

A: Corruption can severely impact public health by diverting funds meant for healthcare services,
leading to inadequate medical supplies, poor infrastructure, and ultimately, a negative effect on the
overall health of the population.

Q: Are there international efforts to combat corruption?

A: Yes, international organizations, such as the United Nations and the World Bank, have established
conventions and guidelines aimed at combating corruption globally, promoting good governance, and
enhancing accountability in both the public and private sectors.
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how often does corruption occur: Corruption in International Business Sharon Eicher,
2016-05-13 It is common practice to assume that business practices are universally similar. Business
and social attitudes to corruption, however, vary according to the wide variety of cultural norms
across the countries of the world. International business involves complex, ethically challenging, and
sometimes threatening, dilemmas that can involve political and personal agendas. Corruption in
International Business presents a broad range of perspectives on how corruption can be defined; the
responsibilities of those working for publicly traded companies to their shareholders; and the
positive influences that corporations can have upon combating international corruption. The authors
differentiate between public and private sector corruption and explore the implications of both, as
well as methods for qualifying and quantifying corruption and the challenges facing policy makers,
legal systems, corporations, and NGOs, as they seek to mitigate the effects of corruption and enable
cultural and social change.

how often does corruption occur: The Contours of Police Integrity Carl B. Klockars, Sanja
Kutnjak Ivkovic, M. R. Haberfeld, 2004 Presenting a comprehensive overview of the potential for
police misconduct worldwide, leading criminal justice scholars have compiled survey and case data
from 10 countries chronicling police integrity and misconduct.

how often does corruption occur: The Structure of Systemic Corruption Oliver Meza,
Elizabeth Pérez-Chiqués, 2024-09-02 This book presents a series of interconnected studies designed
to understand systemic corruption in local governments. Coined as the Corruption Consolidation
Framework (CCF), this novel approach elucidates how corruption becomes the rule in formal
institutional settings and further consolidates. The CCF analyzes the problem along four dimensions,
offering a unique contribution to make sense of a complex problem without oversimplifying the
subject. Chapters in the book explore the CCF in case studies conducted across Latin American
municipalities in Mexico, Brazil, Chile, and Puerto Rico, however, authors believe the CCF is
applicable around the world both in the Global South and in Western countries. The volume is a
promising tool for the academic community in the public administration, policy studies, and local
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government fields. It can also be used in undergraduate and graduate courses on corruption,
governance, local governments, and Latin American studies. Finally, it offers a general roadmap to
citizens and policymakers about what can be done in cases where corruption has become the rule of
the game in local governments. Since the famous book of Klitgaard Corrupt Cities, the world has
been waiting for a follow-up on municipal corruption. This collection of LA studies crosses the
borders of the continent and makes indispensable reading for students of corruption and local
government everywhere -- Alina Mungiu-Pippidi, Professor at LUISS Guido Carli. Author of The
Quest for Good Governance. How Societies Build Control of Corruption The book fills this gap and
takes the reader on an enlightening journey into the world of systemic corruption in municipalities
through a collection of well-written chapters with a concept that unifies these cases in a
theoretically grounded yet highly applicable framework. -- David Jancsics, Professor at San Diego
State University. Author of Sociology of Corruption: Patterns of Illegal Association in Hungary
Theoretically rich and empirically rigorous, this volume provides a fresh, grounded perspective on
the governments residents most often engage. It is a must-read for scholars and practitioners alike.
-- Patricia Strach, Professor at Albany, State University of New York. Author of The Politics of Trash:
How Governments Used Corruption to Clean Cities, 1890-1929 The framework of corruption
consolidation helps explain appropriately how this phenomenon can become the status quo of
governance in institutionally weak public administrations. It is a must-read to analyze and
understand corruption in the global South. -- Pablo Sanabria-Pulido at Florida Atlantic University.

how often does corruption occur: Corruption and American Politics ,

how often does corruption occur: Global Corruption Report 2008 Transparency International,
2008-06-26 The Global Corruption Report examines corruption in the water sector, documents
worldwide corruption-related developments and presents research projects on corruption.

how often does corruption occur: World Politics and the Challenges for International Security
Chitadze, Nika, 2022-03-18 World politics as a scientific discipline was established during the
second half of the 20th century and has gained rapid distribution in many countries. This field of
study focuses attention on current political processes as well as the potential of further
development. It is essential to analyze world politics to move progress forward while also
strengthening international security and the creation of a safer civilization. World politics cannot be
understood without the combined knowledge of history, economics, law, social sciences, and
psychology. World Politics and the Challenges for International Security describes the global
processes in the field of world politics and international security and discusses global problems,
global security, and the threats and challenges that currently affect global society. Covering topics
such as digital diplomacy, political corruption, and terrorist psychology, this book is essential for
political scientists, researchers, policymakers, global leaders, national security officers, diplomats,
professors and students of higher education, and academicians.

how often does corruption occur: Frequently Asked Questions in Anti-Bribery and Corruption
David Lawler, 2012-05-14 A practical guide to addressing the challenges managers face in
implementing and enforcing new anti-bribery regulations The Bribery Act became the law of the
land in July 2011. It abolished all existing U.K. anti-bribery laws and replaced them with a suite of
new regulations decidedly different and more strenuous than what has come before. Under it
companies found noncompliant will be open to billions in penalties and remediation costs, and
managers will be open to prosecution if anyone associated with their company commits an offence
covered by the act. As employees in nearly all departments will share responsibility for ensuring that
adequate procedures are in place and enforced, there is a screaming need for practical, jargon-free
guidance on the subject. This book fills that need. It arms managers and advisors with the
knowledge and tools they need to implement, communicate and test controls and procedures that
not only comply with but exceed the new anti-bribery requirements. It also offers priceless pointers
on how to effectively react to bribery allegations if and when they occur. Packed with takeaway tips
and checklists that put crucial information at readers' fingertips Written by a chartered accountant
and compliance expert, the book offers practical steps managers should take to guarantee company



compliance Describes best practices in anti-bribery and corruption compliance in all key business
areas, including accounting, sales and marketing, management, legal, and internal auditing

how often does corruption occur: Corruption and Corruption Control Staffan Andersson,
Frank Anechiarico, 2019-05-17 Corruption in politics and public administration is pervasive and
difficult to eliminate. It has a strong effect on public attitudes toward government and is at the same
time badly understood. A clear, comprehensive understanding of corruption is critical to the goal of
ethical government that is trusted by the public. In this short and accessible text, Staffan Andersson
and Frank Anechiarico demonstrate how the dynamics of life in organizations both generate
corruption and make it difficult to prevent without undermining the effectiveness of government.
They argue that how we define corruption, how we measure it, and how we try to combat it are
strongly interrelated and should not be seen as separate issues. The authors demonstrate how this
integrated approach, together with a focus on the damage caused by corruption to civic inclusivity
and participation, can serve as an entry point for understanding the quality of democracy and the
challenge of good governance. Using examples from mainly the United States and Sweden,
Andersson and Anechiarico establish that recent anti-corruption reforms in public administration
have often been narrowly focused on bribery (exchange corruption) and law enforcement
approaches, while doing too little to other problems and forms of corruption, such as interest
conflict. Corruption and Corruption Control: Democracy in the Balance will be of great interest to all
students of politics, public administration and management, and ethics.

how often does corruption occur: Investigating Corruption Canice Prendergast, Why
incentive contracts and independent investigations may not be the perfect solution to the problem of
bureaucratic corruption.

how often does corruption occur: Global Corruption from a Geographic Perspective
Barney Warf, 2018-12-26 This monograph explores the nature of corruption around the world from a
geographic perspective. It focuses on historical context and cultural factors. Readers will learn that
though corruption is pervasive, geography greatly shapes its character. This book will offer a better
understanding of the level of corrupt activity in any given country. The book analyzes an array of
countries and regions. Coverage ranges from democratic societies, where corruption is low due to
high rates of literacy and a free press, to the most corrupt places, where centralized power
structures and lack of a free media allow corruption to unfold unimpeded. Anti-corruption campaigns
and their effectiveness are also reflected upon. In addition to data from Transparency International,
the text examines relevant political events. In each case, the analysis focuses on the major actors
and institutions involved; the cultural norms that often regard corruption as a normal part of doing
business; and the attempts by foreign and domestic actors to minimize corruption. This book will
help readers better understand the causes and consequences of corruption, as well as its type and
severity varies widely across the planet. It will appeal to students, researchers, policy makers, and
interested general readers.

how often does corruption occur: Corruption Scandals and their Global Impacts Omar E.
Hawthorne, Stephen Magu, 2018-05-11 Corruption scandals receive significant press coverage and
scrutiny from practitioners of global governance, and bilateral and multilateral donors. Across the
globe, the annual publication of TI's CPI and World Bank’s Worldwide Governance Indicators elicits
spirited denials and accusations of targeting, of neo-colonialism. Poor measures on corruption
indices and the ensuing negative publicity can have serious consequences both externally, through a
freeze or retraction of donor funding, and internally, through reducing the availability of public
funds, and harming the credibility of serving governments and institutions. Corruption Scandals and
their Global Impacts tracks several major corruption scandals across the world in a comparative
analysis to assess the full impact of global corruption. Over the course of the book, the contributors
deliberate the exposure and reporting of corruption scandals, demonstrate how corruption inhibits
development on different levels and across different countries, the impact it has on the country in
question, how citizens and authorities respond to corruption, and some local, regional and global
policy and legislative measures to combat corruption. The chapters examine the transnational




manifestation of corruption scandals around the world, from developed countries and regions such
as the United States and the European Union, to BRIC countries Brazil and Russia, to developing
countries such as Belarus, Jamaica, Kenya and Nigeria. In each case, chapters highlight the scandal,
its impact, the local, regional and global responses, and the subsequent global perceptions of the
country. Concluding with a review of the global impacts of corruption scandals, this book provides
an important comparative analysis which will be useful to students and scholars of international
development and politics, as well as to development practitioners, donors, politicians and policy
makers.

how often does corruption occur: The Handbook of Public Sector Communication Vilma
Luoma-aho, Maria José Canel, 2020-03-24 A multidisciplinary collection on global public entity
strategic communication Research into public sector communication investigates the interaction
between public and governmental entities and citizens within their sphere of influence. Today’s
public sector organizations are operating in environments where people receive their information
from multiple sources. Although modern research demonstrates the immense impact public entities
have on democracy and societal welfare, communication in this context is often overlooked. Public
sector organizations need to develop “communicative intelligence” in balancing their institutional
agendas and aims of public engagement. The Handbook of Public Sector Communication is the first
comprehensive volume to explore the field. This timely, innovative volume examines the societal
role, environment, goals, practices, and development of public sector strategic communication.
International in scope, this handbook describes and analyzes the contexts, policies, issues, and
questions that shape public sector communication. An interdisciplinary team of leading experts
discusses diverse subjects of rising importance to public sector, government, and political
communication. Topics include social exchange relationships, crisis communication, citizen
expectations, measuring and evaluating media, diversity and inclusion, and more. Providing current
research and global perspectives, this important resource: Addresses the questions public sector
communicators face today Summarizes the current state of public sector communication worldwide
Clarifies contemporary trends and practices including mediatization, citizen engagement, and
change and expectation management Addresses global challenges and crises such as corruption and
bureaucratic roadblocks Provides a framework for measuring communication effectiveness
Requiring minimal prior knowledge of the field, The Handbook of Public Sector Communication is a
valuable tool for academics, students, and practitioners in areas of public administration, public
management, political communication, strategic and organizational communication, and related
fields such as political science, sociology, marketing, journalism, and globalization studies.

how often does corruption occur: China Briefing, 1990 Anthony Kane, 2019-03-04 China
Briefing, 1990 approaches the events of the previous year differently from past volumes in the
series, providing a long-term perspective on the dramatic developments of spring and summer 1989.
Senior China specialists examine the student demonstrations and their aftermath in the larger
context of the 40-year history of the People's Republic

how often does corruption occur: Encyclopedia of Police Science Jack Raymond Greene,
2006-10-23 In 1996, Garland published the second edition of the Encyclopedia of Police Science,
edited by the late William G. Bailey. The work covered all the major sectors of policing in the US.
Since then much research has been done on policing issues, and there have been significant changes
in techniques and in the American police system. Technological advances have refined and
generated methods of investigation. Political events, such as the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001 in the United States, have created new policing needs while affecting public opinion about law
enforcement. These developments appear in the third, expanded edition of the Encyclopedia of
Police Science. 380 entries examine the theoretical and practical aspects of law enforcement,
discussing past and present practices. The added coverage makes the Encyclopedia more
comprehensive with a greater focus on today's policing issues. Also added are themes such as
accountability, the culture of police, and the legal framework that affects police decision. New topics
discuss recent issues, such as Internet and crime, international terrorism, airport safety, or racial



profiling. Entries are contributed by scholars as well as experts working in police departments,
crime labs, and various fields of policing.

how often does corruption occur: Anti-Corruption in International Development Ingrida
Kerusauskaite, 2018-02-06 Corruption is linked to a wide range of developmental issues, including
undermining democratic institutions, slowing economic development and contributing to
government instability, poverty and inequality. It is estimated that corruption costs more than 5 per
cent of global GDP, and that more than one trillion US dollars are paid in bribes each year. This book
unpacks the concept of corruption, its political and ethical influences, its measurement,
commitments to combat corruption and ways that this is being attempted. Building on the research
on the nature, causes and consequences of corruption, this book analyses international
anti-corruption interventions in particular. It discusses approaches to focus efforts to tackle
corruption in developing countries on where they are most likely to be successful. The efforts of the
UK are considered as a detailed case study, with comparisons brought in as necessary from other
countries’ and multilateral institutions’ anti-corruption efforts. Bridging a range of disciplines,
Anti-Corruption in International Development will be of interest to students and scholars of
international development, public administration, management, international relations, politics and
criminal justice.

how often does corruption occur: Introduction to Policing Steven M. Cox, David Massey,
Connie M. Koski, Brian D. Fitch, 2018-11-29 Written and extensively updated by an author team that
includes former and current law enforcement officers, Introduction to Policing focuses on the
thought-provoking, contemporary issues that underscore the challenging and rewarding world of
policing. The authors skillfully balance research and practice to offer readers an overview of both
the foundations of policing and the expanded role of today’s police officers. Evolving with the
modern realities of the field, the Fourth Edition discusses major new and ongoing impactful events,
such as the political shift marked by the U.S. presidential election of 2016 and expanded coverage of
women and minorities in policing. The accessible and engaging writing style, coupled with unique
coverage of the issues of policing in multicultural communities, the impact of technology on policing,
and policing strategies and procedures, make this bestselling book a must-have.

how often does corruption occur: Deconstructing Corruption in Africa Ina Kubbe, Emmanuel
Saffa Abdulai, Michael Johnston, 2024-09-25 This book investigates corruption and anti-corruption
efforts in Africa, emphasising the regional and thematic differences across the continent, whilst also
exploring key patterns and trends. Combatting the ethnocentrism of Western corruption research,
this book highlights the importance of a home-generated and contextualised approach to
understanding corruption in Africa. Bringing together a rich array of qualitative, quantitative, and
mixed methods research, the book considers how corruption manifests in a range of selected
countries across the political, economic, and social spheres. The book adopts a strong comparative
approach, exploring patterns, dynamics, and mechanisms in African societies. It assesses the
historical underpinnings of corruption, emerging trends, and socio-economic realities before
suggesting realistic contemporary solutions to the challenges of corruption in Africa. Bringing
together academics and practitioners, readers will encounter intellectual discussion face-to-face
with realities on the ground. As such, the book will be useful for scholars, politicians, public officials,
and civil society organizations, as well as for students and researchers across the fields of political
science, public administration, economy and corruption studies.

how often does corruption occur: International and Transnational Crime and Justice Mangai
Natarajan, 2019-06-13 Provides a key textbook on the nature of international and transnational
crimes and the delivery of justice for crime control and prevention.

how often does corruption occur: Handbook of Global Research and Practice in
Corruption Adam Graycar, Russell G. Smith, 2011-01-01 'Graycar and Smith's excellent edited
volume studies corruption as a pervasive, global phenomenon. The chapters move from general
overviews to in-depth studies of corruption-prone sectors such as forestry, financial markets, public
procurement, and trade in diamonds and art. The volume is an important, contribution to the




international study of corruption that mixes scholarly analysis with practical recommendations for
the control and prevention of corruption - both international initiatives and country - or
sector-specific policies.' - Susan Rose-Ackerman, Yale Law School, US 'Corruption is on top of the
agendas of practitioners and scholars in public administration all over the world. This volume
addresses questions no one can neglect and comes up with answers we should not miss.' - Leo
Huberts, VU University Amsterdam, The Netherlands 'This Handbook will serve as an invaluable
resource for scholars, students and public officials interested in understanding corruption and its
control.' - James B. Jacobs, NYU School of Law, US Corruption is a global phenomenon with costs
estimated to be in the trillions of dollars. This source of original research and policy analysis deals
with the most important concepts and empirical evidence in foreign corrupt practices globally.
Handbook of Global Research and Practice in Corruption includes research from all continents and
provides a critical analysis of the key issues of corruption and its control. Through rigorous analysis
and theoretical foundations, this book provides a multi-disciplinary and international account of
corruption from the perspectives of public policy, criminal law and criminology, as well as
considering principles of prevention and control in both the public and private sectors. With original
and empirical analyses, this unique book will appeal to academics, researchers and students in
international business and international law, staff of crime and corruption commissions and police
integrity agencies, as well as international organisations such as the World Bank, IMF, Transparency
International and the World Economic Forum.

how often does corruption occur: Why Is The China Model Losing Its Power? -
Challenges And Opportunities Of The Second Global Competition Jinghao Zhou, 2020-07-23
History has proved that communism failed at many levels during the first global competition
between the capitalist and socialist camps during the Cold War. As a result, the socialist camp was
dissolved. China is one of the few communist countries to survive in the twenty-first century. The
Chinese economy was on the verge of collapse in the 1970s but began to take off in the early 1980s,
guided by the China model. China became the world's second largest economy in 2010 and has
quickly expanded its enormous global market and political influence. The second global competition
between the capitalist countries and China has started. The second global competition is in fact
between the China model and the Washington Consensus. Will Western hegemonies end as the
result of the second global competition? Will China be able to rewrite the international rules? Will
the Chinese communist political system collapse during the competition? What should the West do to
the China model? This book will explore the implications of the China model in the context of the
second global competition and argues that the downturn of the China model and China's global
expansion are the two sides of the same coin. The China model is losing its power but not broken.
China would be able to become even stronger, if it could reshape the philosophical foundation of the
China model. The future of Western hegemony will depend on how the West understands the China
model and deals with it. This book addresses these aspects and more.
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