
why was american revolution radical

why was american revolution radical is a question that delves into the profound and transformative

nature of the American Revolution beyond a mere colonial rebellion. This pivotal event marked not

only the birth of a new nation but also introduced revolutionary ideas about governance, society, and

individual rights that challenged the established norms of the 18th century. The American Revolution

was radical because it fundamentally altered political structures, social hierarchies, and ideological

frameworks, setting the stage for modern democracy. This article explores the reasons behind the

revolution's radical character, including its democratic ideals, social upheavals, and the rejection of

monarchy and aristocracy. Additionally, it examines the revolution's long-lasting impact on American

society and its influence on global movements. Understanding why the American Revolution was

radical requires a close look at its political philosophies, social transformations, and the broader

implications for freedom and equality that continue to resonate today. The following sections outline

the key dimensions of this radical transformation.

Political Radicalism of the American Revolution

Social Transformations and Challenges to Hierarchy

Economic Changes and Revolutionary Impact

Ideological Foundations and New Concepts of Liberty

Legacy and Influence of the Revolution’s Radicalism



Political Radicalism of the American Revolution

The American Revolution was a radical political upheaval that broke away from centuries of

monarchical rule and imperial governance. It introduced revolutionary concepts of popular sovereignty

and republicanism, rejecting the divine right of kings and hereditary aristocracy. This political radicalism

dismantled the existing power structures and sought to create a government based on the consent of

the governed.

Rejection of Monarchy and Aristocracy

The revolutionaries fundamentally opposed the British monarchy, viewing it as tyrannical and

unaccountable. The idea that a king could rule without the consent of the people was challenged

vigorously. This rejection extended to aristocratic privileges, as the new political system emphasized

equality before the law and the dismantling of hereditary titles.

Development of Representative Government

One of the most radical outcomes was the establishment of representative assemblies where elected

officials governed on behalf of the people. This was a significant departure from colonial governance

under royal governors and British Parliament, which lacked direct representation of the American

colonists.

Constitutional Innovation

The creation of the United States Constitution embodied radical political ideas by codifying the

separation of powers, checks and balances, and protecting individual rights. This written constitution

was a novel approach to governance, providing a framework that limited government power and

safeguarded liberty.



Social Transformations and Challenges to Hierarchy

The American Revolution was radical in its social implications, disrupting traditional social hierarchies

and promoting ideas of equality and individual rights. While not fully realized for all groups at the time,

these social changes laid the groundwork for future movements toward greater inclusion and justice.

Impact on Class Structure

The revolution challenged the established class distinctions between wealthy landowners, merchants,

and common laborers. It encouraged a more fluid social order by promoting merit and civic virtue over

inherited status. This shift was evident in the increased political participation of broader social groups.

Women’s Roles and Early Feminist Ideas

Although women did not gain political rights immediately, the revolution sparked debates about their

role in society. The concept of “Republican Motherhood” emerged, emphasizing women’s

responsibility in educating future citizens, which subtly challenged traditional gender roles and planted

seeds for future feminist activism.

Slavery and Contradictions

The revolution’s ideals of liberty and equality exposed contradictions in American society, particularly

regarding slavery. While some northern states moved toward abolition, slavery persisted in the South.

The revolution ignited early abolitionist movements, making its social radicalism a complex and

ongoing struggle.



Economic Changes and Revolutionary Impact

The economic dimensions of the American Revolution also contribute to understanding why it was

radical. The revolution disrupted established trade networks and mercantile systems, promoting

economic independence and new capitalist dynamics within the emerging nation.

Break from British Mercantilism

Colonists rejected the mercantile policies imposed by Britain, which restricted trade and economic

growth. The revolution enabled the colonies to pursue free trade and develop their own economic

policies, fostering entrepreneurship and market expansion.

Land Redistribution and Economic Opportunity

The revolution opened opportunities for land acquisition and economic advancement, particularly for

veterans and common citizens. This redistribution challenged older patterns of landholding and wealth

concentration, contributing to a more dynamic economic landscape.

Growth of a Market Economy

Post-revolution, the United States saw the growth of a capitalist market economy that encouraged

innovation and competition. This economic shift was radical in promoting individual enterprise and

reducing traditional economic dependencies on European powers.

Ideological Foundations and New Concepts of Liberty

The American Revolution introduced radical ideological foundations that redefined liberty, citizenship,

and human rights. These ideas influenced the development of democracy and the broader

Enlightenment movement worldwide.



Natural Rights and Enlightenment Thought

The revolutionaries were heavily influenced by Enlightenment philosophers who advocated natural

rights such as life, liberty, and property. These principles formed the ideological backbone of the

revolution and justified the break from British rule.

Expansion of Political Participation

The revolution expanded political participation beyond traditional elites by advocating for broader male

suffrage and the inclusion of diverse social groups in the political process. This expansion was radical

for its time and set a precedent for democratic inclusion.

Concept of Popular Sovereignty

The belief that political power resides with the people was a revolutionary idea that challenged

monarchic and colonial authority. This concept became central to American political identity and

influenced subsequent democratic movements around the world.

Legacy and Influence of the Revolution’s Radicalism

The radical nature of the American Revolution had far-reaching consequences that extended beyond

the 18th century, influencing political thought, social reforms, and revolutions globally. Its legacy

continues to shape modern democratic ideals and struggles for equality.

Inspiration for Global Revolutions

The American Revolution served as a model and inspiration for other revolutionary movements,

including the French Revolution and Latin American independence struggles. Its radical ideas about

liberty and self-governance resonated worldwide.



Foundation for American Political Culture

The revolution established core values of democracy, individual rights, and constitutional government

that remain central to American political culture. These principles guide the nation’s ongoing

development and debates about freedom and justice.

Ongoing Debates and Reforms

The radical ideals of the revolution have fueled continuous efforts to expand civil rights and address

social inequalities. Movements for abolition, women’s suffrage, civil rights, and more find their roots in

the revolutionary emphasis on liberty and equality.

Key Elements Explaining Why the American Revolution Was

Radical

Overthrow of monarchical and aristocratic authority

Establishment of republican government and constitutional law

Promotion of social equality and challenges to traditional hierarchies

Economic independence and development of capitalism

Adoption of Enlightenment ideals emphasizing natural rights and popular sovereignty

Influence on global democratic movements and ongoing social reforms



Frequently Asked Questions

Why is the American Revolution considered radical for its time?

The American Revolution is considered radical because it challenged the traditional monarchical and

colonial systems by asserting the colonies' right to self-governance and popular sovereignty,

fundamentally altering political authority.

How did the American Revolution change social structures in the

colonies?

The Revolution promoted ideas of equality and individual rights, leading to challenges against

established hierarchies, increased political participation among white men, and debates about slavery

and women's roles, marking a radical shift in social norms.

In what ways did the American Revolution influence democratic

ideals?

The Revolution introduced and popularized democratic ideals such as republicanism, representative

government, and the notion that government's legitimacy comes from the consent of the governed,

influencing future democratic movements worldwide.

Why was the rejection of monarchy during the American Revolution

considered a radical idea?

At the time, monarchy was the dominant form of government globally, so rejecting the king's authority

and establishing a republic was a radical break from centuries of political tradition and challenged the

divine right of kings.



Did the American Revolution have radical economic implications?

Yes, the Revolution encouraged ideas of free enterprise and opposed mercantilist restrictions imposed

by Britain, promoting economic independence and the growth of capitalist practices, which was a

significant shift from colonial economic dependence.

How did the rhetoric of the American Revolution embody radical

concepts?

The rhetoric emphasized natural rights, liberty, and equality, drawing on Enlightenment thought to

justify rebellion against tyranny, which was radical because it questioned existing power structures and

legitimized popular uprising.

Additional Resources

1. The Radicalism of the American Revolution by Gordon S. Wood

This seminal work explores how the American Revolution was not just a political upheaval but a

profound social and cultural transformation. Wood argues that the revolution fundamentally altered

American society by dismantling traditional hierarchies and promoting ideas of equality and

republicanism. The book provides a detailed analysis of the ideological shifts that made the revolution

revolutionary in both thought and practice.

2. Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Different by Gordon S. Wood

Wood examines the personalities and philosophies of key figures in the American Revolution,

highlighting how their radical ideas helped shape the new nation. The book emphasizes the

revolutionary nature of their vision for democracy, liberty, and social change. It offers insight into why

the revolution was more than a war—it was a radical redefinition of government and society.

3. Founding Mothers: Women in the American Revolution by Cokie Roberts

This book sheds light on the often-overlooked roles women played during the American Revolution,

revealing the revolution’s radical impact on gender roles and social norms. Roberts discusses how



women’s contributions challenged traditional expectations and helped lay the groundwork for future

social reforms. The narrative underscores the revolution’s broader social implications beyond political

independence.

4. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution by Bernard Bailyn

Bailyn explores the radical ideas and political philosophies that inspired the American colonists to seek

independence. He delves into the Enlightenment influences and fears of tyranny that fueled

revolutionary thought. The book reveals how these ideological currents made the revolution a radical

break from British rule and traditional authority.

5. A People’s History of the American Revolution by Ray Raphael

Raphael presents the American Revolution from the perspective of ordinary people, highlighting the

radical social and political changes experienced by common citizens. The book challenges traditional

narratives by focusing on grassroots movements and popular participation. It argues that the revolution

was radical because it involved widespread demands for democratic rights and social justice.

6. Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World by Maya Jasanoff

This book examines the experiences of Loyalists who opposed the revolution, providing a complex

view of the era’s radical upheaval. Jasanoff shows how the revolution’s radical changes created deep

divisions within American society. The book adds depth to understanding why the revolution was

radical by showing its impact on various social groups.

7. Slavery and the American Revolution by Alan Taylor

Taylor investigates how the American Revolution’s radical ideals of liberty and equality conflicted with

the institution of slavery. The book explores the paradoxes and tensions that arose as the new nation

grappled with these issues. It highlights the revolution’s radical potential as well as its limitations in

transforming American society.

8. The American Revolution: A Radical’s Guide by Robert A. Gross

Gross offers a concise and accessible overview of the revolutionary era, emphasizing the radical

political and social changes it unleashed. The book highlights key events and ideas that challenged



traditional authority and reshaped American identity. It is designed for readers seeking to understand

the revolution’s transformative nature.

9. Democracy in America: The Early Years by Sean Wilentz

Wilentz traces the development of American democracy following the revolution, illustrating how the

radical ideas of the era influenced the formation of new political institutions. The book discusses the

challenges and contradictions of implementing radical democratic principles in practice. It provides a

comprehensive look at how the revolution’s radicalism shaped the emerging American political system.
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era. Originally published 1977. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use
the latest in digital technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that
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and the Americas The Expanding Blaze is a sweeping history of how the American Revolution
inspired revolutions throughout Europe and the Atlantic world in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Jonathan Israel, one of the world’s leading historians of the Enlightenment, shows how the
radical ideas of American founders such as Paine, Jefferson, Franklin, Madison, and Monroe set the
pattern for democratic revolutions, movements, and constitutions in France, Britain, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Poland, Greece, Canada, Haiti, Brazil, and Spanish America. The Expanding
Blaze reminds us that the American Revolution was an astonishingly radical event—and that it didn’t
end with the transformation and independence of America. Rather, the Revolution continued to
reverberate in Europe and the Americas for the next three-quarters of a century. This
comprehensive history of the Revolution’s international influence traces how American efforts to
implement Radical Enlightenment ideas—including the destruction of the old regime and the
promotion of democratic republicanism, self-government, and liberty—helped drive revolutions
abroad, as foreign leaders explicitly followed the American example and espoused American
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democratic values. The first major new intellectual history of the age of democratic revolution in
decades, The Expanding Blaze returns the American Revolution to its global context.
  why was american revolution radical: The Radicalism of the American Revolution
Gordon S. Wood, 2011-08-24 In a grand and immemsely readable synthesis of historical, political,
cultural, and economic analysis, a prize-winning historian describes the events that made the
American Revolution. Gordon S. Wood depicts a revolution that was about much more than a break
from England, rather it transformed an almost feudal society into a democratic one, whose emerging
realities sometimes baffled and disappointed its founding fathers.
  why was american revolution radical: Revolutionary Radicalism New York (State).
Legislature. Joint Legislative Committee to Investigate Seditious Activities, 1920
  why was american revolution radical: Europe’s American Revolution S. Newman,
2006-08-30 Historians in the United States have argued that the ideals of the American Revolution
have had an enduring significance outside their own country. The essays in this volume explore how
the American Revolution has been constructed, defined and understood by Europeans from the
1770s, illustrating what it has meant in different countries.
  why was american revolution radical: The Radicalism of the American Revolution Gordon S.
Wood, 1993-03-02 In a grand and immemsely readable synthesis of historical, political, cultural, and
economic analysis, a prize-winning historian describes the events that made the American
Revolution. Gordon S. Wood depicts a revolution that was about much more than a break from
England, rather it transformed an almost feudal society into a democratic one, whose emerging
realities sometimes baffled and disappointed its founding fathers.
  why was american revolution radical: Mutiny and Maritime Radicalism in the Age of
Revolution Clare Anderson, Niklas Frykman, Lex Heerma van Voss, Marcus Rediker, 2013-12-19
This volume explores mutiny and maritime radicalism in its full geographic extent during the Age of
Revolution.
  why was american revolution radical: The Rise and Fall of English Radicalism, 1760 to
1800 Mark Hulliung, 2025-03-25 This book explores the major political debates in England during
the final decades of the eighteenth century, a period when responses to the American and French
Revolutions were a major concern and the entire future of public life in England was in question.
Offering an in-depth treatment of the political pamphlets and literature of the time, this book
examines the voices of both the radicals and their detractors. The volume attempts to do justice to
the talented radical Whigs Edmund Burke demeaned in Reflections on the Revolution in France, and
who have been long forgotten, buried unfairly under the memory of the excesses of French
revolutionary violence. This accessibly written volume is perfect for undergraduates, graduates, and
professors of history, political science, and literature.
  why was american revolution radical: A Companion to the American Revolution Jack P.
Greene, J. R. Pole, 2008-04-15 A Companion to the American Revolution is a single guide to the
themes, events, and concepts of this major turning point in early American history. Containing
coverage before, during, and after the war, as well as the effect of the revolution on a global scale,
this major reference to the period is ideal for any student, scholar, or general reader seeking a
complete reference to the field. Contains 90 articles in all, including guides to further reading and a
detailed chronological table. Explains all aspects of the revolution before, during, and after the war.
Discusses the status and experiences of women, Native Americans, and African Americans, and
aspects of social and daily life during this period. Describes the effects of the revolution abroad.
Provides complete coverage of military history, including the home front. Concludes with a section
on concepts to put the morality of early America in today’s context.
  why was american revolution radical: The Roots of Radicalism Craig Calhoun, 2024-05-31
The story of the rise of radicalism in the early nineteenth century has often been simplified into a
fable about progressive social change. The diverse social movements of the era—religious, political,
regional, national, antislavery, and protemperance—are presented as mere strands in a unified
tapestry of labor and democratic mobilization. Taking aim at this flawed view of radicalism as simply



the extreme end of a single dimension of progress, Craig Calhoun emphasizes the coexistence of
different kinds of radicalism, their tensions, and their implications. The Roots of Radicalism reveals
the importance of radicalism's links to preindustrial culture and attachments to place and local
communities, as well the ways in which journalists who had been pushed out of respectable politics
connected to artisans and other workers. Calhoun shows how much public recognition mattered to
radical movements and how religious, cultural, and directly political—as well as economic—concerns
motivated people to join up. Reflecting two decades of research into social movement theory and the
history of protest, The Roots of Radicalism offers compelling insights into the past that can tell us
much about the present, from American right-wing populism to democratic upheavals in North
Africa.
  why was american revolution radical: Revolutionary Radicalism: (vol. III-IV)
Constructive movements and measures in America New York (State). Legislature. Joint
Legislative Committee to Investigate Seditious Activities, 1920
  why was american revolution radical: How the Irish Won the American Revolution
Phillip Thomas Tucker, 2015-10-06 When the Continental Congress decided to declare independence
from the British empire in 1776, ten percent of the population of their fledgling country were from
Ireland. By 1790, close to 500,000 Irish citizens had immigrated to America. They were was very
active in the American Revolution, both on the battlefields and off, and yet their stories are not well
known. The important contributions of the Irish on military, political, and economic levels have been
long overlooked and ignored by generations of historians. However, new evidence has revealed that
Washington’s Continental Army consisted of a far larger percentage of Irish soldiers than previously
thought—between 40 and 50 percent—who fought during some of the most important battles of the
American Revolution. Romanticized versions of this historical period tend to focus on the upper class
figures that had the biggest roles in America’s struggle for liberty. But these adaptations neglect the
impact of European and Irish ideals as well as citizens on the formation of the revolution. Irish
contributors such as John Barry, the colonies’ foremost naval officer; Henry Knox, an artillery officer
and future Secretary of War; Richard Montgomery, America’s first war hero and martyr; and Charles
Thomson, a radical organizer and Secretary to the Continental Congress were all instrumental in
carrying out the vision for a free country. Without their timely and disproportionate assistance,
America almost certainly would have lost the desperate fight for its existence. Skyhorse Publishing,
as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in
history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination,
conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome,
medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  why was american revolution radical: The Radical Middle Class Robert D. Johnston,
2013-10-31 America has a long tradition of middle-class radicalism, albeit one that intellectual
orthodoxy has tended to obscure. The Radical Middle Class seeks to uncover the democratic,
populist, and even anticapitalist legacy of the middle class. By examining in particular the
independent small business sector or petite bourgeoisie, using Progressive Era Portland, Oregon, as
a case study, Robert Johnston shows that class still matters in America. But it matters only if the
politics and culture of the leading player in affairs of class, the middle class, is dramatically
reconceived. This book is a powerful combination of intellectual, business, labor, medical, and, above
all, political history. Its author also humanizes the middle class by describing the lives of four small
business owners: Harry Lane, Will Daly, William U'Ren, and Lora Little. Lane was Portland's reform
mayor before becoming one of only six senators to vote against U.S. entry into World War I. Daly
was Oregon's most prominent labor leader and a onetime Socialist. U'Ren was the national architect
of the direct democracy movement. Little was a leading antivaccinationist. The Radical Middle Class
further explores the Portland Ku Klux Klan and concludes with a national overview of the American
middle class from the Progressive Era to the present. With its engaging narrative, conceptual



richness, and daring argumentation, it will be welcomed by all who understand that reexamining the
middle class can yield not only better scholarship but firmer grounds for democratic hope.
  why was american revolution radical: Religion, Revolution and English Radicalism James E.
Bradley, 2002-06-20 This book examines the social and political activities of the English Dissenters
in the age of the American Revolution. By comparing sermons, political pamphlets, and election
ephemera to poll books, city directories, and baptismal registers, this book offers an integrated
approach to the study of ideology and behavior.
  why was american revolution radical: Liberty and Empire Robert E. Toohey, 2014-07-15
Though little known to most students of the American Revolution, the British Radicals of the 1770s
championed the rights of Americans while advocating parliamentary reform and denouncing British
colonial policies. Outspoken, eloquent, and innovative, the Radicals encouraged the American cause.
They voiced ideas on liberty and empire that would echo through American revolutionary
documents. Liberty and Empire focuses on five British Radicals. The farsighted John Cartwright's
ideas of reformation anticipated the Commonwealth of Nations. James Burgh's treatise on
parliamentary reform became a classic text for both English and American reformers and an
influence on the thinking of successive generations. The venerable Dr. Richard Price wrote one of
the era's most eloquent statements on human liberty and the meaning of the American Revolution.
Granville Sharp's advocacy of legislative rights for Ireland and America prophesied later principles
of responsible government and home rule. Catharine Macaulay, fervent and notorious, urged the
people of Great Britain to side with America. In this first comprehensive study of the British
Radicals, Robert Toohey provides an overview of their political milieu and a synthesis of their ideas
about the American crisis and related issues. Toohey outlines the ideological relationships among
Radicals of diverse background and character. He discusses their impact on American thinking
through their writings and their associations with Benjamin Franklin and others. And he reveals that
Americans held no monopoly on enlightened concepts of human liberty, empire, and reformation.
  why was american revolution radical: How "Radical" was the American Revolution?
Jonathan Burack, 2009
  why was american revolution radical: Reassessing the Radical Enlightenment Steffen
Ducheyne, 2017-02-21 Reassessing the Radical Enlightenment comprises fifteen new essays written
by a team of international scholars. The collection re-evaluates the characteristics, meaning and
impact of the Radical Enlightenment between 1660 and 1825, spanning England, Ireland, the Dutch
Republic, France, Germany and the Americas. In addition to dealing with canonical authors and
celebrated texts, such as Spinoza and his Tractus theologico-politicus, the authors discuss many less
well-known figures and debates from the period. Divided into three parts, this book: Considers the
Radical Enlightenment movement as a whole, including its defining features and characteristics and
the history of the term itself. Traces the origins and events of the Radical Enlightenment, including
in-depth analyses of key figures including Spinoza, Toland, Meslier, and d’Holbach. Examines the
outcomes and consequences of the Radical Enlightenment in Europe and the Americas in the
eighteenth century. Chapters in this section examine later figures whose ideas can be traced to the
Radical Enlightenment, and examine the role of the period in the emergence of egalitarianism. This
collection of essays is the first stand-alone collection of studies in English on the Radical
Enlightenment. It is a timely and comprehensive overview of current research in the field which also
presents new studies and research on the Radical Enlightenment.
  why was american revolution radical: The Expanding Blaze Jonathan Israel, 2019-11-26 A
major intellectual history of the American Revolution and its influence on later revolutions in Europe
and the Americas, the Expanding Blaze is a sweeping history of how the American Revolution
inspired revolutions throughout Europe and the Atlantic world in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Jonathan Israel, one of the world's leading historians of the Enlightenment, shows how the
radical ideas of American founders such as Paine, Jefferson, Franklin, Madison, and Monroe set the
pattern for democratic revolutions, movements, and constitutions in France, Britain, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Poland, Greece, Canada, Haiti, Brazil, and Spanish America. The Expanding



Blaze reminds us that the American Revolution was an astonishingly radical event--and that it didn't
end with the transformation and independence of America. Rather, the revolution continued to
reverberate in Europe and the Americas for the next three-quarters of a century. This
comprehensive history of the revolution's international influence traces how American efforts to
implement Radical Enlightenment ideas--including the destruction of the old regime and the
promotion of democratic republicanism, self-government, and liberty--helped drive revolutions
abroad, as foreign leaders explicitly followed the American example and espoused American
democratic values. The first major new intellectual history of the age of democratic revolution in
decades, The Expanding Blaze returns the American Revolution to its global context.--
  why was american revolution radical: Radicalism In The Contemporary Age, Volume 1
Seweryn Bialer, Sophia Sluzar, 2019-08-16 This volume, Sources of Contemporary Radicalism,
begins with Seweryn Bialer's examination of the definitional aspects of radicalism, as well as with
the identification of specific contemporary sources of the radical impulse and the social groups that
are the carriers of radicalism within society. In the next two chapters, Seymour Lipset and Stanley
Rothman consider the case of the United States. Lipset asks anew the question posed by Werner
Sombart at the beginning of this century: Why is there no socialism in the United States?From the
perspective of a century of literature addressed to this question, he provides his own critique and
explanation.Rothman considers the relatively new phenomenon of student radicalism in the United
States, and, on the basis ofinterviews with student activists and results of tests they agreed to take,
he offers hypotheses concerning their psychological motivation. Sidney Tarrow's chapter presents a
comparisonand contrast of the societal sources contributing to the growth of radical movements in
post-World War IIFrance and Italy. Henry Landsberger, in his chapter, concentrateson one societal
group, the peasantry. Landsberger addresses the methodological issue that arises in defining
peasant discontent as radicalism, and examines what it is that provides a new dimension to peasant
discontent in modern times. In the final chapter, William Overholt presents a valuable interpretative
survey of the literature on radicalism.
  why was american revolution radical: The American Revolution George Athan Billias, 1990
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WHY definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary You use why in questions when you
ask about the reasons for something. Why hasn't he brought the bill? Why didn't he stop me? Why
can't I remember the exact year we married?
WHY | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary When we ask for reasons in speaking, we
can use the phrase why is that? In informal conversations we often say why’s that?:
Why - definition of why by The Free Dictionary Define why. why synonyms, why pronunciation,
why translation, English dictionary definition of why. adv. For what purpose, reason, or cause; with
what intention, justification, or motive: Why
Why: Definition, Meaning, and Examples -   Why (conjunction): The cause or reason that
explains something. The word "why" serves as a fundamental tool in language for seeking
explanations, expressing surprise, or
why, adv., int., & n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford why, adv., int., & n. meanings,
etymology, pronunciation and more in the Oxford English Dictionary
Why Definition & Meaning - YourDictionary Why definition: For what purpose, reason, or cause;
with what intention, justification, or motive
Why vs. How: Definition, Significance, Rules and Examples Why vs. How: Interrogative
adverbs where "why" inquires about reasons or purposes, while "how" asks about manner, method,
or means of accomplishing something
WHY Definition & Meaning | Why definition: for what? for what reason, cause, or purpose?.. See
examples of WHY used in a sentence
Why - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | /waɪ/ IPA guide Other forms: whys Definitions of why



noun the cause or intention underlying an action or situation, especially in the phrase `the whys and
wherefores' synonyms: wherefore
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