wide sargasso sea analysis

wide sargasso sea analysis offers an insightful exploration into Jean Rhys’s 1966 novel, a prequel
and response to Charlotte Bronté’s classic "Jane Eyre." This analysis delves into the novel's rich
themes, narrative structure, and complex characters, emphasizing its postcolonial perspective and
feminist undertones. By dissecting the setting, symbolism, and psychological depth, the article
highlights how Rhys challenges colonial ideologies and reclaims the silenced voice of Bertha Mason,
the "madwoman in the attic." The study also examines literary devices and historical context to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the novel’s enduring relevance. Readers will gain a
nuanced appreciation of how "Wide Sargasso Sea" interrogates identity, displacement, and cultural
conflict. The following sections present a detailed outline of the key elements underpinning this
seminal work.

e Themes in Wide Sargasso Sea
 Narrative Structure and Point of View
e Character Analysis

e Symbolism and Imagery

¢ Postcolonial and Feminist Perspectives

¢ Historical and Cultural Context

Themes in Wide Sargasso Sea

Wide Sargasso Sea explores multiple interwoven themes that enrich the novel’s depth and
complexity. Central to the novel is the theme of identity and alienation, where characters struggle
with their cultural and personal identities amidst colonial tensions. The theme of madness is crucial,
depicting the psychological deterioration of the protagonist, Antoinette Cosway, reflecting broader
issues of displacement and oppression. Additionally, the novel addresses themes of racial conflict and
the legacy of colonialism, highlighting the tensions between white European settlers and the Afro-
Caribbean population. The destructive nature of love and marriage is also examined, revealing power
imbalances and emotional turmoil. These themes collectively underscore the novel’s critique of
imperialism and its human consequences.

Identity and Alienation

The theme of identity is central to wide sargasso sea analysis, as Antoinette’s mixed heritage and
upbringing create a sense of dislocation. She is caught between European and Caribbean cultures,
leading to her alienation from both communities. This fragmentation of self is a poignant reflection of
colonial identity crises.



Madness and Psychological Decline

Madness in the novel is portrayed not merely as a personal affliction but as a consequence of cultural
dislocation and patriarchal control. Antoinette’s descent into madness symbolizes the destructive
effects of colonialism on individual psyche and autonomy.

Racial and Colonial Conflict

The novel vividly depicts racial tensions and the aftermath of slavery in Jamaica. The hostility
between different racial groups and the impact of European colonization are central to understanding
the social dynamics that shape the characters’ lives.

Love, Marriage, and Control

Marriage in wide sargasso sea analysis is presented as a site of conflict and control rather than
mutual affection. The troubled marriage between Antoinette and Rochester illustrates themes of
domination, misunderstanding, and cultural clash.

Narrative Structure and Point of View

Wide Sargasso Sea employs a multipart narrative structure composed of three distinct sections, each
providing a different perspective and voice. This fragmented storytelling approach allows Jean Rhys to
present a multifaceted account of events, emphasizing subjectivity and unreliable narration. The
shifts in point of view challenge readers to piece together the truth and reflect on the biases inherent
in each narrator’s account. This narrative complexity enhances the novel’s themes of identity
confusion and cultural conflict.

Multiple Narrators

The novel’s three parts are narrated by Antoinette, Rochester, and Antoinette again, which offers
contrasting viewpoints. Antoinette’s sections are lyrical and emotive, revealing her internal struggles,
whereas Rochester’s narration is more detached and rational, exposing his prejudices and
misunderstandings.

Unreliable Narration

Each narrator’s reliability is questionable, which adds ambiguity and depth to the story. Rochester’s
perspective, influenced by his colonial background and personal biases, often distorts reality, while
Antoinette’s emotional narrative provides insight but may be subjective. This technique encourages
critical reading and interpretation.



Character Analysis

The characters in Wide Sargasso Sea are intricately developed, embodying the novel’'s thematic
concerns. Antoinette Cosway, the protagonist, is a complex figure whose tragic life story challenges
stereotypical depictions of madness and otherness. Rochester, her English husband, represents
colonial authority but is portrayed with flaws and insecurities that complicate his role. Secondary
characters such as Christophine and Annette Cosway contribute to the narrative’s exploration of race,
culture, and power dynamics.

Antoinette Cosway

Antoinette is portrayed as a vulnerable yet resilient woman caught in the crossfire of cultural and
familial conflicts. Her identity crisis and descent into madness are central to the novel’s critique of
colonialism and patriarchal oppression.

Rochester

Rochester is depicted as an outsider and colonial agent whose attempts to control Antoinette
ultimately lead to tragedy. His perspective reveals colonial arrogance and cultural misunderstanding,
contributing to Antoinette’s alienation.

Supporting Characters

Characters such as Christophine, Antoinette’s nurse and healer, symbolize resistance and Afro-
Caribbean cultural heritage. Annette Cosway, Antoinette’s mother, embodies the instability caused by
colonial upheaval and personal loss.

Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism and imagery are crucial literary devices in wide sargasso sea analysis, enriching the
novel’s meaning and emotional impact. Jean Rhys employs natural imagery, such as the lush
Caribbean landscape and the sea itself, to evoke themes of freedom, danger, and entrapment. Fire
and darkness are recurrent symbols representing destruction, madness, and the unknown. The use of
color imagery, particularly the contrast between white and black, underscores racial tensions and
cultural divisions.

Nature and the Caribbean Setting

The vivid descriptions of the Caribbean environment serve as a backdrop that reflects the characters’
emotional states. The natural world is both beautiful and threatening, symbolizing the duality of
Antoinette’s experience.



Fire

Fire symbolizes both cleansing and destruction in the novel. It is associated with Antoinette’s trauma
and the ultimate ruin of her life, highlighting the destructive forces of colonialism and personal
betrayals.

Color Imagery

The contrasting use of white and black imagery represents racial divisions and cultural conflict. White
often symbolizes European colonial power, while black relates to Afro-Caribbean identity and
resistance, emphasizing the novel’s postcolonial themes.

Postcolonial and Feminist Perspectives

Wide Sargasso Sea is frequently analyzed through postcolonial and feminist lenses, as it critiques
colonial domination and gender oppression. The novel gives voice to the marginalized “Other,”
challenging Eurocentric narratives and exposing the injustices of empire. It also explores the limited
roles available to women and the consequences of patriarchal control. By reimagining the backstory
of Bertha Mason, Rhys disrupts colonial and literary traditions, offering a powerful feminist
reclamation of identity and agency.

Postcolonial Critique

The novel interrogates the legacy of colonialism, emphasizing cultural displacement, racial tensions,
and the psychological effects of imperialism. It exposes the violence and exploitation inherent in
colonial systems.

Feminist Reclamation

Rhys’s portrayal of Antoinette challenges traditional depictions of madwomen and women in colonial
literature. The narrative foregrounds female subjectivity and critiques the gendered power dynamics
that contribute to Antoinette’s downfall.

Rewriting Literary History

By focusing on the character of Bertha Mason from "Jane Eyre," wide sargasso sea analysis highlights
how Rhys reclaims the silenced female voice and offers a counter-narrative to canonical texts,
enriching the literary landscape.

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural context of wide sargasso sea is essential to grasp its full
significance. Set in the aftermath of slavery in the Caribbean, the novel reflects the social upheavals



and racial complexities of the 19th and early 20th centuries. The cultural hybridity and tensions
depicted in the novel mirror the broader struggles of postcolonial societies. Rhys’s own background
influenced her portrayal of this milieu, lending authenticity to the narrative.

Post-Emancipation Caribbean Society

The novel is set during a transitional period when newly freed slaves and colonial settlers navigated
shifting social hierarchies. This context informs the racial conflicts and economic uncertainties
portrayed in the story.

Cultural Hybridity and Conflict

The blending and clashing of European and Caribbean cultures create a complex social fabric that
shapes the characters’ identities and relationships. This hybridity is central to the novel’s exploration
of belonging and exclusion.

Authorial Background

Jean Rhys’s own experiences as a Caribbean-born author of mixed heritage inform the novel’s
perspective, providing a nuanced critique of colonialism and its cultural ramifications.

Key Elements of Wide Sargasso Sea Analysis

Exploration of identity and alienation in a colonial context

Complex narrative structure with multiple perspectives

Rich character development emphasizing psychological depth

Use of symbolism and imagery to convey thematic concerns

Postcolonial and feminist critique challenging dominant narratives

Historical and cultural settings that ground the novel’s realism

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Wide Sargasso Sea?

The central theme of Wide Sargasso Sea is the exploration of identity and displacement, particularly
focusing on the effects of colonialism and cultural clash in the Caribbean.



How does Wide Sargasso Sea serve as a prequel to Jane Eyre?

Wide Sargasso Sea serves as a prequel to Jane Eyre by providing the backstory of Bertha Mason, the
'madwoman in the attic,' giving her a voice and exploring her life before she arrived at Thornfield Hall.

In what ways does Wide Sargasso Sea address postcolonial
issues?

Wide Sargasso Sea addresses postcolonial issues by highlighting the racial tensions, cultural identity
struggles, and the legacy of slavery in the Caribbean, as well as critiquing European colonial attitudes.

How is the character of Antoinette Cosway developed in Wide
Sargasso Sea?

Antoinette Cosway is developed as a complex character caught between two cultures, struggling with
her Creole identity and alienation from both the white European and black Caribbean communities.

What role does setting play in the analysis of Wide Sargasso
Sea?

The setting of the Caribbean is crucial in Wide Sargasso Sea, symbolizing both beauty and danger,
and reflecting the turbulent socio-political environment that shapes the characters' lives and
identities.

How does Jean Rhys use narrative structure in Wide Sargasso
Sea?

Jean Rhys employs a fragmented, multi-perspective narrative structure in Wide Sargasso Sea to
reflect the fractured identities of the characters and the complexities of their personal and cultural
histories.

What is the significance of madness in Wide Sargasso Sea?

Madness in Wide Sargasso Sea symbolizes the effects of colonial oppression, cultural dislocation, and
personal trauma, particularly in the character of Antoinette, whose sanity deteriorates under these
pressures.

How does Wide Sargasso Sea challenge traditional gender
roles?

Wide Sargasso Sea challenges traditional gender roles by presenting female characters who resist
societal expectations, highlighting issues of power, control, and the consequences of patriarchal
dominance.



Additional Resources

1. Wide Sargasso Sea: Critical Explorations

This book offers a comprehensive analysis of Jean Rhys's "Wide Sargasso Sea," exploring its themes,
narrative techniques, and postcolonial context. It delves into the novel’s reimagining of the "Jane
Eyre" story, focusing on issues of identity, madness, and displacement. Readers gain insights into
Rhys's critique of colonialism and patriarchy.

2. Jean Rhys and the Politics of Identity

Focusing on Jean Rhys’s entire body of work with an emphasis on "Wide Sargasso Sea," this text
examines the political and cultural forces shaping identity in the Caribbean. It explores themes of
hybridity, exile, and the legacy of colonialism. The book situates Rhys within postcolonial and feminist
literary traditions.

3. Postcolonial Revisions: Wide Sargasso Sea and Beyond

This scholarly work investigates how "Wide Sargasso Sea" revises and challenges canonical Western
literature, particularly "Jane Eyre." It analyzes the novel’s subversion of colonial narratives and its role
in postcolonial discourse. The book also discusses the impact of Rhys’s work on contemporary
literature.

4. Madness and Marginality in Wide Sargasso Sea

This book explores the portrayal of madness and social marginalization in Rhys's novel. It examines
the protagonist Antoinette’s psychological fragmentation through lenses of gender, race, and colonial
power dynamics. The analysis highlights how mental iliness is depicted as a symptom of cultural
dislocation and oppression.

5. Caribbean Landscapes and Identity in Wide Sargasso Sea

Focusing on the novel’s rich descriptions of Caribbean settings, this book explores how landscape
functions as a symbol of identity and colonial tension. It discusses the interplay between environment
and character development. The study reveals how place shapes the narrative’s emotional and
political layers.

6. Feminist Readings of Wide Sargasso Sea

This collection of essays addresses the feminist themes in Rhys’s novel, including female autonomy,
voice, and resistance against patriarchal structures. It investigates the complex characterization of
Antoinette and her struggle for selfhood. The book also considers the novel’s critique of gendered
colonial oppression.

7. Narrative Structure and Voice in Wide Sargasso Sea

Examining the novel’s innovative narrative techniques, this book analyzes its multiple perspectives
and fragmented storytelling. It discusses how Rhys uses narrative voice to challenge dominant
histories and present marginalized viewpoints. The study also addresses the effects of unreliable
narration on reader interpretation.

8. Wide Sargasso Sea and the Gothic Tradition

This study explores the gothic elements present in Rhys’s novel, such as haunting, madness, and the
uncanny. It situates "Wide Sargasso Sea" within the broader gothic literary tradition, highlighting how
the novel redefines gothic tropes in a postcolonial context. The book investigates themes of
entrapment and otherness.

9. Memory and Trauma in Wide Sargasso Sea



Focusing on themes of memory and trauma, this book analyzes how the novel portrays the
psychological impact of colonial violence and cultural dislocation. It discusses the ways in which
personal and collective histories intersect in the narrative. The study emphasizes the role of memory
in shaping identity and resistance.
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SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Wide Sargasso Sea (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Jean Rhys Making the
reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new
breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and
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wide sargasso sea analysis: Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Wide Sargasso Sea with this
concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Wide
Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys, which was inspired by Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre and tells the story of
the most frequently overlooked character in that novel: Bertha Mason, the infamous “madwoman in
the attic”. Rhys’s novel takes the reader back to Bertha’s childhood in the Caribbean, when she was
known by the name Antoinette Cosway, and explores how her status as an outcast, her unhappy
marriage and the pernicious influence of rumour and slander eventually transform her from a quiet
child into the deranged character from Bronté’s novel. Wide Sargasso Sea was the last novel
published by Jean Rhys prior to her death in 1979, and is generally considered her masterpiece. It
was also partially influenced by Rhys’s own childhood in the Caribbean. Find out everything you
need to know about Wide Sargasso Sea in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative
reading guide brings you: *A complete plot summary *Character studies *Key themes and symbols
*Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

wide sargasso sea analysis: An analysis of the protagonists' mad behaviour in Jean Rhys
"Wide Sargasso Sea" in Hegelian Terms Janine Evangelista, 2018-03-12 Seminar paper from the
year 2017 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University
of Bonn (Institut fiir Anglistik, Amerikanistik und Keltologie), language: English, abstract: Madness
plays an important role in Wide Sargasso Sea. Therefore, this term paper has the goal of giving a
good and detailed depiction of the different ways of madness as both, Antoinette and Rochester,
become mad - though extremely different. Hegel's theory of madness will be taken into account in
order to portray the protagonist's individual journey into madness and the differences in their
self-development. As this psychoanalytical theory represents a good insight in a human being's mind
and its constituents, it appears to be an adequate theory for a detailed analysis of Antoinette and
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Rochester's mental illness. After having explained Hegel’s theory of madness, there will be an
overview about the occurrences in Antoinette and Rochester’s lives that are significant for their
self-development, i.e. their way down into madness. It is relevant to display those happenings since
the number of painful experiences both have to endure is enormous and crucial for becoming mad.
The last chapter will be the analysis of their individual madness in terms of Hegel. As a
consequence, it can be depicted not only how they influenced each other but also how other
characters in the novel influenced them. Moreover, the analysis may show how extremely different
they try to cope with their painful experiences. To conclude, at the end of this paper, readers will
have alternative views on both, Antoinette and Rochester. Whether one is in favour of Rochester or
Antoinette, will then be one’s personal choice.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Critical Perspectives on Jean Rhys Pierrette M. Frickey, 1990
Rhys, acclaimed author of Wide Sargasso Sea, Quartet, and other novels treating the alienation of a
woman from the Caribbean living in European settings, has been a focus of interest both as a
feminist writer and in the context of Caribbean literature.

wide sargasso sea analysis: A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea Cengage
Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Wide Sargasso Sea Jennie K. Hann, W.C. Miller, 2007 A Study
guide to Wide Sargasso Sea, a novel by Jean Rhys. Provides an author biography, in-depth
chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis, a short summary, a character list and related
descriptions, list of themes, glossary, historyical context, essays, and a quiz.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Postcolonial Theory and Literature P. Mallikarjuna Rao, Mittapalli
Rajeshwar, K. Damodar Rao, 2003 This Anthology Offers New Modes Of Response In The Theory
And Practice Of Postcoloniality. While Taking Stock Of The Postcolonial Theoretical Constructs It
Stresses The Need For Viable Critical Models To Match The Creative Spectrum Evidenced In
Postcolonial Societies. It Provides A Pointer To The Various Means Of The Imperial Centre To
Falsify, Mythicise And Control Postcolonial Studies As The Need To Develop Local/National Models
Of Criticism Gains In Importance.The Book, In Its Wide Ranging Sweep, Covers Different Terrains
Canonical Texts, Emerging Literatures And Native Indian Literatures And Subjects Some Individual
Texts To Closer Critical Scrutiny. It Takes Into Its Fold Different Genres And Explores The
Possibilities Of Alternative Critical Viewpoints.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-11-17 SuperSummary, a
modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 69-page guide for Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys includes detailed
chapter summaries and analysis covering 3 chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like The Division Between White Creoles and the
English and Women, Money, and Property.

wide sargasso sea analysis: The Postcolonial Novel Richard Lane, 2006-07-21 Richard Lane
explores the themes surrounding the postcolonial novel written in English.

wide sargasso sea analysis: A Breath of Fresh Eyre Margarete Rubik, Elke
Mettinger-Schartmann, 2007 Contributions review a diverse range of works, from postcolonial
revision to postmodern fantasy, from imaginary after-lives to science fiction, from plays and
Hollywood movies to opera, from lithographs and illustrated editions to comics and graphic novels.

wide sargasso sea analysis: The Literature Workbook Clara Calvo, Jean Jacques Weber,
2002-09-11 The Literature Workbook is a practical introductory textbook for literary studies, which
can be used either for independent study or as part of a taught class. Laying the ground for further
study, The Literature Workbook introduces the beginning student to the essential analytic and
interpretative skills that are needed for literary appreciation and evaluation. It also equips the



teacher with practical tools and materials for use in seminars or when setting written assessments
and projects. Arranged according to genre and chronology, the chapters acquaint the reader with a
range of key figures in English literaure and encourage the reader to think about them in their
historical and cultural contexts. Adopting a user-friendly case-study approach, each chapter contains
* exercises and activities * discussion hints * project work * suggestions for further reading The
Workbook also includes: * a glossary * a subject and name index.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Intertext Rama Kundu, 2008 Papers presented at a two day
national seminar on Globalization : a challenge to educational management.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Jean Rhys Elaine Savory, 1998 Jean Rhys has long been central to
debates in feminist, modernist, Caribbean, British and postcolonial writing. Elaine Savory's study,
first published in 1999, incorporates and modifies previous critical approaches and is a critical
reading of Rhys's entire oeuvre, including the stories and autobiography, and is informed by Rhys's
own manuscripts. Designed both for the serious scholar on Rhys and those unfamiliar with her
writing, Savory's book insists on the importance of a Caribbean-centred approach to Rhys, and
shows how this context profoundly affects her literary style. Informed by contemporary arguments
on race, gender, class and nationality, Savory explores Rhys's stylistic innovations - her use of
colours, her exploitation of the trope of performance, her experiments with creative non-fiction and
her incorporation of the metaphysical into her texts. This study offers a comprehensive account of
the life and work of this most complex and enigmatic of writers.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Jean Rhys Carl Plasa, 2003-08-16 In this Reader's Guide, Carl
Plasa provides a comprehensive survey and analysis of the most stimulating critical responses to
Wide Sargasso Sea. The opening chapter outlines initial reactions to the novel from English and
Caribbean critics, charting the differences between them. Chapter Two explores Wide Sargasso Sea
's dialogue with Jane Eyre and the theoretical questions it has raised. Succeeding chapters examine
how critics have assessed the racial politics of Rhys's text, discuss the novel's African Caribbean
cultural legacy, and explore how critics read the work both in terms of its moment of production and
the early Victorian period in which it is set.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Delusions and Discoveries Benita Parry, Michael Sprinker, 1998
No cultural phenomenon of the 1970s and 1980s in Britain was more curious than the Raj revival,
with its slew of films and fictions, its rage for memorabilia of imperial rule in India, and its strange
nostalgia for a time and a world long since past. Today, with the arrival of so-called postcolonial
studies, that revival lives on in a strange afterlife of critical study. Writing some years before Raj
nostalgia became all the rage, and out of the rather different political and intellectual climate of
1960s national liberation struggles, Benita Parry produced what remains one of the landmark
studies of British attitudes towards India. Available for the first time in Paper, Delusions and
Discoveries authoritatively surveys the mix of racist and jingoistic prejudices that dominated the
writings of Anglo-Indians from Flora Annie Steele and Maud Diver to Kipling and beyond. The book
also includes treatments of more liberal thinkers like Edmund Candler, Edward James Thompson
and E. M. Forster, as well as a new preface by the author situating her work in relation to recent
studies of the culture of colony and empire.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Gayatri Spivak Stephen Morton, 2007-02-12 Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivaks seminal contribution to contemporary thought defies disciplinary boundaries. From her
early translations of Derrida to her subsequent engagement with Marxism, feminism and
postcolonial studies and her recent work on human rights, the war on terror and globalization, she
has proved to be one of the most vital of present-day thinkers. In this book Stephen Morton offers a
wide-ranging introduction to and critique of Spivaks work. He examines her engagements with
philosophers and other thinkers from Kant to Paul de Man, feminists from Cixous to Helie-Lucas and
literary texts by Charlotte Bronte, J. M. Coetzee, Mahasweta Devi and Jean Rhys. Spivaks thought is
also situated in relation to subaltern studies. Throughout the book, Morton interrogates the
materialist basis of Spivaks thought and demonstrates the ethical and political commitment which
lies at the heart of her work. Stephen Morton provides an ideal introduction to the work of this



complex and increasingly important thinker.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Territories of the Psyche: The Fiction of Jean Rhys A. Simpson,
2005-01-14 Jean Rhys is widely credited for exposing issues of gender, nationality, race, and class in
technically sophisticated, arresting narratives. Her lifelong exploration of the dynamics of the human
psyche has, however, gone unrecognized. This examination places Rhys' fiction for the first time
within the context of theories that reflect the interrelated perspectives of modern psychoanalysis. In
clarifying accounts of many approaches that are new to literary scholars, as well as those that
display the rich legacy of Freudian thought, Simpson shows that the paradigms of psychoanalysis
illuminate the interpretation of Rhys' art. With insightful references to the short stories and close
readings of her five novels, this study testifies to a remarkable achievement as Rhys recorded, with
unflinching candor, the powerful drama of emotional life.

wide sargasso sea analysis: The Founding Fathers, Pop Culture, and Constitutional Law Susan
Burgess, 2016-03-03 Applying innovative interpretive strategies drawn from cultural studies, this
book considers the perennial question of law and politics: what role do the founding fathers play in
legitimizing contemporary judicial review? Susan Burgess uses narrative analysis, popular culture,
parody, and queer theory to better understand and to reconstitute the traditional relationship
between fatherhood and judicial review. Unlike traditional, top-down public law analyses that focus
on elite decision making by courts, legislatures, or executives, this volume explores the
representation of law and legitimacy in various sites of popular culture. To this end, soap operas,
romance novels, tabloid newspapers, reality television, and coming out narratives provide
alternative ways to understand the relationship between paternal power and law from the bottom
up. In this manner, constitutional discourse can begin to be transformed from a dreary parsing of
scholarly and juristic argot into a vibrant discussion with points of access and understanding for all.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Snow on the Cane Fields Judith L. Raiskin, 1996 Snow on the
Cane Fields was first published in 1995. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make
long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original
University of Minnesota Press editions. In a probing analysis of creole women's writing over the past
century, Judith Raiskin explores the workings and influence of cultural and linguistic colonialism.
Tracing the transnational and racial meanings of creole identity, Raiskin looks at four
English-speaking writers from South Africa and the Caribbean: Olive Schreiner, Jean Rhys, Michelle
Cliff, and Zoé Wicomb. She examines their work in light of the discourses of their times:
nineteenth-century race science and imperialistic rhetoric, turn-of-the-century anti-Semitic
sentiment and feminist pacifism, postcolonial theory, and apartheid legislation. In their writing and
in their multiple identities, these women highlight the gendered nature of race, citizenship, culture,
and the language of literature. Raiskin shows how each writer expresses her particular
ambivalences and divided loyalties, both enforcing and challenging the proprietary British
perspective on colonial history, culture, and language. A new perspective on four writers and their
uneasy places in colonial culture, Snow on the Cane Fields reveals the value of pursuing a feminist
approach to questions of national, political, and racial identity. Judith Raiskin is assistant professor
of women's studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

wide sargasso sea analysis: Colonial Discourse/ Postcolonial Theory Francis Barker, Peter
Hulme, Margeret Iverson, 1994 This book on post-colonial theory has a wide geographic range and a
breadth of historical perspectives. Central to the book is a critique of the very idea of the
'‘postcolonial' itself.
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