
when was the bible canonized
when was the bible canonized is a question that delves into the complex history of how the sacred
scriptures of Christianity were formally recognized as authoritative texts. The canonization of the
Bible did not happen at a single moment in time; rather, it was a gradual process spanning several
centuries. This article explores the historical timeline, key councils, and influential figures involved in
determining the biblical canon. Additionally, it examines the differences in canonization between the
Old and New Testaments and variations among Christian traditions. Understanding when and how the
Bible was canonized helps clarify the origins of the texts that have shaped religious belief and
practice worldwide. The following sections will provide a detailed overview of the canonization
process, key events, and the significance of the biblical canon.

The Concept of Biblical Canon

Canonization of the Old Testament

Canonization of the New Testament

Key Councils and Synods in Bible Canonization

Differences in Canon Among Christian Traditions

Factors Influencing the Canonization Process

The Concept of Biblical Canon
The term "canon" refers to an official list or collection of books that are considered authoritative and
inspired scripture by a religious community. In the context of the Bible, the canon represents the
collection of books accepted as divinely inspired and suitable for teaching, doctrine, and worship. The
process of canonization involved discerning which writings accurately conveyed the beliefs and
teachings foundational to the faith. It is important to note that "when was the bible canonized"
encompasses two primary canons: the Old Testament and the New Testament, each with its own
historical development and criteria for inclusion.

Definition and Importance of Canon
The canon establishes the boundaries of sacred scripture, differentiating canonical texts from other
religious writings, such as apocryphal or pseudepigraphal works. This distinction is crucial because it
affects theology, liturgy, and the transmission of religious tradition. The canon serves as the
foundation for religious authority and guides the beliefs and practices of Christian communities
worldwide.



Criteria for Canonization
Early church leaders and Jewish scholars considered several criteria when deciding which books to
include in the Bible. These criteria generally included:

Apostolic origin or connection to an apostle

Consistency with established Christian doctrine

Widespread usage and acceptance in worship and teaching

Inspiration by the Holy Spirit as recognized by the faith community

Canonization of the Old Testament
The Old Testament canon was largely established before the New Testament writings emerged. It
comprises the scriptures of ancient Israel and includes the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings. The
canonization of the Old Testament involved Jewish religious authorities determining which texts were
sacred and authoritative.

Jewish Canon Formation
The process of canonizing the Hebrew Bible, or Tanakh, was gradual and reached a relatively stable
form by the first century CE. Traditionally, Jewish scholars recognize three parts to the Old Testament:

Torah: The first five books, also known as the Pentateuch

Nevi'im: The Prophets

Ketuvim: The Writings

By around 200 BCE to 100 CE, the Torah was widely accepted as authoritative. The Prophets were
also regarded as sacred literature, but the status of the Writings was more fluid and debated. The
Council of Jamnia (circa 90 CE) is often cited as a significant moment in the finalization of the Jewish
canon, though scholarly consensus varies about its exact role.

Septuagint and Its Role
The Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures produced between the 3rd and 2nd
centuries BCE, included books not found in the Hebrew Bible. This larger collection influenced early
Christian Old Testament canons and contributed to differences among Christian traditions in their
accepted Old Testament books.



Canonization of the New Testament
Determining when was the bible canonized for the New Testament is more complex due to the variety
of early Christian writings and the evolving recognition of authoritative texts. The New Testament
canon consists of 27 books, including the Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Revelation.

Early Christian Writings and Usage
During the first two centuries CE, Christians used numerous writings for teaching and worship. These
included letters from apostles, gospel accounts, and other religious texts. However, not all were
universally accepted. The letters of Paul, the four canonical Gospels, and some other writings
gradually gained prominence based on apostolic authorship and consistency with Christian doctrine.

Key Milestones in New Testament Canonization
Several important moments contributed to the recognition of the New Testament canon:

Mid-2nd Century: Early church fathers like Marcion proposed limited canons, sparking debate.1.

Late 2nd to 3rd Century: Church leaders such as Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria2.
referenced lists of authoritative books.

367 CE: Bishop Athanasius of Alexandria listed the 27 books of the New Testament in his Easter3.
letter, matching the modern canon.

4th Century Councils: Synods such as the Synod of Hippo (393 CE) and the Councils of4.
Carthage (397 and 419 CE) affirmed the New Testament canon.

Key Councils and Synods in Bible Canonization
Several church councils and synods played pivotal roles in formalizing the canon of the Bible. These
assemblies helped resolve disputes and provided authoritative endorsements of the biblical books.

Council of Jamnia
Although not a formal council, the gatherings at Jamnia around 90 CE are often associated with Jewish
decisions about the Hebrew canon. The extent of Jamnia's influence on canonization is debated, but it
marks a significant period of Jewish scriptural consolidation.

Synod of Hippo and Councils of Carthage
The Synod of Hippo in 393 CE and the Councils of Carthage in 397 and 419 CE were critical in
affirming the New Testament canon. These councils officially recognized the 27 books of the New



Testament and the Old Testament books aligned with the Septuagint tradition. Their decisions
influenced later Christian acceptance of the biblical canon.

Other Influential Figures and Councils
Besides councils, influential church fathers like Athanasius and Jerome contributed to canon
discussions. The Council of Trent (1546 CE) later reaffirmed the canon for the Roman Catholic Church,
including some deuterocanonical books.

Differences in Canon Among Christian Traditions
When was the bible canonized varies somewhat depending on the Christian tradition, as different
branches of Christianity recognize slightly different canons.

Protestant Canon
Protestant churches generally follow the Hebrew Bible's Old Testament canon and the 27-book New
Testament. They exclude the Apocrypha, which consists of books included in the Septuagint but not in
the Hebrew Bible.

Catholic Canon
The Roman Catholic Church includes several deuterocanonical books in the Old Testament, which
Protestants regard as apocryphal. The Catholic canon was definitively affirmed at the Council of Trent
in the 16th century.

Eastern Orthodox Canon
The Eastern Orthodox Church includes the deuterocanonical books and additional texts not found in
the Western canons. Their canon reflects the Septuagint tradition and varies slightly among different
Orthodox jurisdictions.

Factors Influencing the Canonization Process
The process of determining when was the bible canonized was influenced by various theological,
historical, and practical factors.

Theological Considerations
Theological consistency with apostolic teaching and Christian doctrine was paramount. Books that
contradicted core beliefs were excluded. The perceived inspiration of texts by the Holy Spirit was a



key determinant.

Historical and Cultural Context
The rise of heresies and differing Christian sects prompted the early church to define a clear canon to
preserve orthodox teachings. The spread of Christianity across diverse cultures also influenced which
texts were accepted.

Practical Usage and Tradition
Books widely read in Christian communities and used in liturgy gained acceptance more quickly. Oral
traditions, manuscript availability, and church authority figures also shaped the canonization process.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Bible canonized?
The process of canonizing the Bible was gradual and took several centuries, with the Old Testament
canon largely settled by the 2nd century AD and the New Testament canon being more formally
recognized by the 4th century AD.

Which councils were important in the canonization of the
Bible?
The Councils of Hippo (393 AD) and Carthage (397 AD and 419 AD) were significant in affirming the
New Testament canon, while the Council of Trent (1546) reaffirmed the canon for the Catholic Church.

Did the Bible canonization happen all at once?
No, the Bible canonization was a gradual process where different books were accepted over time, with
debates about certain texts continuing for centuries before a consensus was reached.

Who decided which books were included in the Bible?
Early church leaders, theologians, and councils played key roles in deciding which books were
inspired and authoritative, based on apostolic authorship, widespread usage, and doctrinal
consistency.

Is the canon of the Bible the same in all Christian traditions?
No, different Christian traditions have slightly different canons; for example, the Catholic Bible
includes the Deuterocanonical books, which are not part of the Protestant Bible.



Additional Resources
1. The Formation of the Christian Biblical Canon
This book explores the historical process through which the Christian biblical canon was established. It
delves into the early church debates, criteria for inclusion, and the influence of various councils.
Readers gain insight into why certain books were accepted and others excluded, tracing the
development from early manuscripts to the canon recognized today.

2. When Did the Bible Become the Bible?
This volume addresses the question of when the Bible was officially canonized, examining key
moments and figures in early Christianity. It discusses the role of church leaders, theological disputes,
and political factors that shaped the biblical canon. The book offers a chronological overview and
highlights significant milestones in the canonization process.

3. The Canon Debate: On the Origins and Formation of the Bible
Focusing on scholarly controversies, this book investigates the origins of the biblical canon from
multiple perspectives. It presents arguments about the authenticity and authority of various texts, as
well as how different Christian traditions arrived at their canons. Ideal for readers interested in
theological and historical debates surrounding the Bible’s formation.

4. From Scroll to Codex: The Canonization of Scripture in Early Christianity
This work examines the transition of biblical texts from ancient scrolls to codices and how this
physical change affected the canonization process. It covers the early Christian communities’ efforts
to preserve and standardize sacred writings. The book provides a detailed look at manuscript
evidence and its role in shaping the canon.

5. The Making of the New Testament Canon
Concentrating specifically on the New Testament, this book traces the selection and recognition of its
27 books. It discusses criteria such as apostolic authorship and doctrinal consistency that influenced
inclusion. The author also explores the role of church councils and early Christian writers in cementing
the New Testament canon.

6. Scripture and Tradition: The Development of the Biblical Canon
This book explores the interplay between scripture and church tradition in forming the biblical canon.
It highlights how oral teachings and ecclesiastical authority contributed to recognizing canonical
books. The text provides a balanced view of historical, theological, and cultural factors involved in
canonization.

7. Canon and Creed: The Establishment of Christian Orthodoxy
Focusing on the relationship between the biblical canon and the development of Christian creeds, this
book illustrates how doctrinal standards influenced the acceptance of certain texts. It examines key
church councils that defined orthodoxy and the canon simultaneously. Readers will understand how
canonization was part of broader efforts to unify Christian belief.

8. The Old Testament Canon: History, Theology, and Interpretation
This volume concentrates on the canonization of the Old Testament, detailing the history of the
Hebrew Bible’s formation. It discusses the differences between Jewish and Christian canons and the
theological implications of these variations. The book is valuable for understanding the complexities
behind the Old Testament’s inclusion in the Christian Bible.

9. Early Christian Writings and the Canon



This book surveys the wide range of early Christian literature and their influence on the emerging
biblical canon. It explores texts that were popular but ultimately excluded, providing reasons for their
rejection. The study offers insights into the diversity of early Christian thought and the criteria that
shaped the final canon.
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  when was the bible canonized: The Simple Truth of God John E. Ditzel, 2022-06-01 You
were uniquely created in the IMAGE of the God and Creator of the universe – far above all other
created life for the distinct privilege of living forever with God. Why don’t our children know this
wonderful, good news message of hope from the Bible? Sadly, it’s because public schools and
colleges teach students – there is no God. Why do our educational institutions teach students there is
no God when Intelligent design is so plainly evident in all creation; and the consequences of not
knowing the truth is so devastating to students and to this nation and world? In America, every
student should have the opportunity to hear, question, debate, and freely make their own conclusion
about the existence of God – thus the purpose of this book. This book presents the simple truth about
the existence of God to students and adults who have never heard the Biblical Creation account of
life during their public school and college education – so they can intelligently make their own
decision about the ORIGIN OF LIFE AND THE UNIVERSE. The book covers the following: The
understandable and visible evidence for the existence of God Why mankind was the purpose of God’s
creation How you can know the Bible is the Word of God What the Bible teaches us about God and
His will for mankind The very real spiritual presence of evil in the world The way we can be assured
of an eternal life with God upon death And how to love God and others in this present life
  when was the bible canonized: Evaluating the Circumstances John P. Hunter III, 2014-07-28
IT’S FINALLY HERE As a boy growing up, I always wondered if there was something more to life
than what I was taught, surprisingly enough, there really is, much more than you would expect.
Through the experiences in life, research and of luck or was it? I have observed that the, supposedly,
intelligent people in the world might not be so wise after all. I have learned, as you are maturing out
in society that some of life is a humongous cover up. Explaining this to you means, all of these lies
exist out of religion and politics. I used to believe that mom and dad were responsible for these lies
that were told to us, BUT only because they didn’t know that they were being lied to also. It never
had crossed their minds of anything being wrong in society because that’s just the way the system
works. However, even though I expose these lies to you, some will be agitated by the information for
the reasoning of “Parents are never wrong” at least not your parents ,therefore society, proceeds
along for you, on the merry way of ignorance for not even considering that perhaps it just might be
true. This book is not written to convert you to any particular religion or towards any corrupt ways
of politics. It only provides you with information which otherwise was hidden from you, purposely or
it was unavailable for you. The choice of belief or of non belief is of your choice. It may appear to you
while reading this book that I am prejudice and or biased in my writing. This is a misconception on
the part of the reader showing me, as well as to others, that you do not understand that of what you
are reading and of what the writing was intended for. I certainly am not a ‘God’ nor a prophet but a
concerned human being who is upset because if you are less aware of a situation then the more
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people are suckered into a unseeingly way of life, controlled by those who know how to manipulate
the masses of people. THE BEAUTY OF LIFE HAS BEEN CORRUPTED
  when was the bible canonized: Judaisms Aaron J. Hahn Tapper, 2016-06-07 An introductory
textbook that examines how Jews are a culture, ethnicity, nation, nationality, race, and religion. With
each chapter revolving around a single theme--Narratives, Sinais, Zions, Messiahs, Laws,
Mysticisms, Cultures, Movements, Genocides, Powers, Borders, and Futures--this introductory
textbook interrogates readers' understanding of the Jewish community. Written for a new mode of
teaching--one that recognizes the core role that identity formation plays in our lives--this book
weaves together alternative, marginalized voices to illustrate how Jews have always been in the
process of reshaping their customs, practices, and beliefs. Judaisms is the first book to assess and
summarize Jewish history from the time of the Hebrew Bible through today using multiple
perspectives--Provided by publisher.
  when was the bible canonized: Origin of the Bible, Form #17.002 Brooky Stockton,
2020-02-06 Detailed theological study of the origins of the Holy Bible. Sovereignty Education and
Defense Ministry (SEDM) is expressly authorized to be republish this document on Google Book and
Google Play and elsewhere by the author at the following location on the author's website:
DMCA/Copyright, Section 10 https://nikeinsights.famguardian.org/footer/dmcacopyright/
  when was the bible canonized: When Texts Are Canonized Timothy H. Lim, 2017-05-05
How did canonization take place, and what difference does it make? Essays in this collection probe
the canonical process: Why were certain books, but not others, included in the canon? What criteria
were used to select the books of the canon? Was canonization a divine fiat or human act? What was
the nature of the authority of the laws and narratives of the Torah? How did prophecy come to be
included in the canon? Others reflect on the consequences of canonization: What are the effects in
elevating certain writings to the status of “Holy Scriptures”? What happens when a text is included
in an official list? What theological and hermeneutical questions are at stake in the fact of the
canon? Should the canon be unsealed or reopened to include other writings? Features: Essays that
contribute to our understanding of the complex processes of canonization Exploration of early
concepts of canonicity Discussion of reopening the New Testament canon
  when was the bible canonized: Pam's Devotions from the Heart Pamela Sue Pruitt Lewallen,
2019-06-20 In the quiet time of my life in prayer and meditation, I felt impressed to write devotions.
I had just brought my husband in from a long hospital stay after being diagnosed with congestion
heart failure and staying in ICU I was very tired. I stayed so close to him. When doctors said he
wasn't going to make it, I just kept praying and calling for prayer, going to the chapel, seeking God.
When he began to get better, I knew then God was going to help him and give him more time, but I
didn't stop praying. I continued on. Then we found out he had to be transferred to another hospital
for an emergency surgery for a triple bypass, so I felt a lot of comfort from God and just kept on
praying and asking for prayer and always calling for prayer, going to find the chapel, spending time
in the quiet chapel on my knees, crying and praying. He was at that hospital for about a month.
Finally, back to my home in the country, while I took care of him while he was asleep and resting.
Throughout the day and evening, God laid it on my heart to write devotions. I realized I needed
healing to after all that, and I had went through several hurts in life, so it got to be kind of healing
for me to write devotions. Late in the evening, I would read some of them to my husband, Paul, and
he liked them. I would write them only when I had quiet times. It began to bring healing in my life.
My devotions are about my Christian raising growing up, like my parents, some about my family,
which is about my kids and grandkids, faith-building scriptures and biblical stories, and about
myself. I hope my book gives you more hope, love, faith, a stronger dedication, and a real
seriousness of Jesus Christ. Love in Christ, Pam
  when was the bible canonized: Know Your Bible from A to Z Jim George, 2013-01-01
Bestselling author Jim George helps readers gain a wider and richer understanding of the Bible.
Included are more than 150 carefully selected topics that provide fascinating insights about
important historical events, interesting customs and cultural practices, and significant people and



places. What makes this book especially helpful is that the vast majority of the topics include
personal applications for today. As a result, Bible facts come alive, and readers come to see how
Scripture is truly relevant to every part of everyday living. Know Your Bible from A to Z makes
personal exploration of the Bible more rewarding and life-transforming. Both new and longtime
Christians will find this a must-have resource to keep alongside their Bibles. Formerly titled The
Bare Bones Bible® Facts.
  when was the bible canonized: Judith Deborah Levine Gera, 2013-11-27 The Book of Judith
has aroused a great deal of scholarly interest in the last few decades.This volume, the first full
length commentary on Judith to appear in over 25 years, includes a new translation and a detailed
verse-by-verse commentary, which touches upon philological, literary, and historical questions. The
extensive introduction discusses the work's date and historical background, and looks closely at the
controversial question of the book's original language. Biblical influences on the book's setting,
characters, plot, and language are investigated, and the heroine, Judith is viewed against the
background of biblical women (and men). The influence of classical Greek writers such as Herodotus
and Ctesias on the work is noted, as are the interesting differences between the Septuagint and
Vulgate versions of Judith.
  when was the bible canonized: Between Two Horizons Joel B. Green, Max Turner, 2000 This
book constructively explores the question: What effects should an interest in theology produce in the
reading of Scripture? Since the onset of historical consciousness in biblical studies over two
centuries ago, the work of biblical exegetes and systematic theologians have largely followed two
paths. In this book, nine prominent scholars work to bridge the longstanding gap between biblical
studies and theology by concentrating on the nature of a biblical hermeneutics approach to doing
theology. The range of concerns presented by these scholars seeks to reintegrate biblical exegesis
with contemporary theology in the service of the church.
  when was the bible canonized: An Introduction to the Complete Dead Sea Scrolls Géza
Vermès, 1999-01-01 A thorough revision of a classic work on these crucial extant texts.
  when was the bible canonized: From Revelation to Canon James C. VanderKam, 2021-12-28
From Revelation to Canon is a collection of essays that offers studies of texts, traditions, and themes
from the Hebrew Bible and from the extra-biblical literature of the second-temple period. Included in
it are studies of apocalypticism, the high priesthood, calendars and festivals, and a series of essays
on aspects of 1 Enoch and the Book of Jubilees. There is also a previously unpublished essay on the
development of a canon of scripture in Judaism. The volume gathers in one place, papers that were
originally published in several journals, volumes of essays, and Festschriften. This publication has
also been published in paperback, please click here for details.
  when was the bible canonized: Crossing the Schism John D. Smatlak, 2019-03-13 The
Christian religion suffered three schisms during its two-thousand-year history. Orthodox, Protestant,
and Anglican schisms occurred in succession. The Protestant schism resulted in the most significant
change to how Christians worship. Catholics and Protestants have the same core Christian beliefs.
However, their worship practices are very different. Currently, Catholics and Protestants have
difficulty even talking about those differences. It seems like they speak in two different languages,
and neither side can understand the other. In Crossing the Schism, author John D. Smatlak explains
how Catholics and Protestants can reconcile their differences with a new way of approaching the
Word. Although Smatlak was raised in a Protestant Fundamentalist church and joined congregations
from a variety of Protestant denominations, he also attended many Catholic church services.
Because of that broad experience, he successfully crossed the schism between Catholics and
Protestants. Though he remains Protestant, he learned to speak both languages. By first unlearning
some false beliefs, both Catholics and Protestants can accept that there are different ways to
worship the same Christ. Crossing the Schism exposes the false beliefs and uncovers forgotten
truths, building bridges of Christian love and understanding. Because it’s only when you learn about
the perspectives of other Christians, that you more fully understand your own Christian beliefs and
grow stronger in your faith.



  when was the bible canonized: From Revelation to Canon VanderKam, 2021-11-15 Scholars
who actually shape the fields they work in remain few and far between. University of Notre Dame
professor James VanderKam, renowned for his writings on the Dead Sea Scrolls, is one of them. This
volume represents the best of Professor VanderKam’s non-Qumran articles covering Second Temple
Judaism, Hebrew Bible, apocalypticism, and key essays on 1 Enoch and Jubilees. Researchers and
students will welcome having all of these readily available. Anyone working in these areas will
appreciate VanderKam’s contributions to discussions concerning calendars and festivals, the high
priesthood, and prophecy and apocalyptic in the ancient Near East. A new essay on the development
of Scripture’s canon rounds out this essential collection. This publication has also been published in
hardback, please click here for details.
  when was the bible canonized: The Treasures of the Bible, Or, Golden Thoughts on the
Leading Subjects of Holy Scripture Edwin Davies, 1895
  when was the bible canonized: Strong Voices, Weak History Pamela Joseph Benson, Victoria
Kirkham, 2005 From a March 2000 conference at the University of Pennsylvania, 16 essays explore
such aspects as women's dialogue writing in 16th-century France, Maria Domitilla Galluzzi and the
Rule of St. Clare of Assisi, courtly origins of new literary canons, the earliest anthology of English
women's texts, and the reinvention of Anne Askew. One of the contri
  when was the bible canonized: North-western Christian Advocate , 1897
  when was the bible canonized: From Text to Tradition Lawrence H. Schiffman, 1991 From
Text to Tradition examines the history of Judaism as it developed from the religion of biblical Israel
to the Judaism of the talmudic rabbis. Each step in this process is discussed from the historical,
literary and religious points of view and the context of the political history of the Jews. Among the
topics covered in this connection are the biblical heritage which underlies all later Judaism, the
importance of the Persian period for laying the groundwork for postbiblical Judaism, the
confrontation of Judaism with Hellenism, apocrypha, pseudepigrapha and the Dead Sea Scrolls,
Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes, the Jewish-Christian schism, the impact of the Jewish revolts
against Rome and the destruction of the Temple, the rise of Rabbinic Judaism, and the development
of the Mishnah, Talmud and Jewish law. One of the books major theses is that the various
approaches to Judaism shared sufficient common ground as to be classified as one, albeit variegated,
religious tradition. Diverging trends may be--and are--traced during this period, as is the question of
the role of interpretation, the impact of external influences, and the process by which the competing
approaches were eventually supplanted by the rabbinic tradition, which became the basis for
medieval and modern Judaism. In this way, Judaism is shown to have travelled the long road from
the textual heritage of the Hebrew Bible to the oral tradition of the rabbis.
  when was the bible canonized: Exploring the Old Testament Gordon J. Wenham, 2015-11-14
Up to date, reliable, balanced and clearly organized, Gordon Wenham's introductory textbook makes
scholarship on Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy and Numbers accessible to contemporary
students and readers.
  when was the bible canonized: Banished Edwin F. Becker, 2011-01-27 Father Thomas
Garrity is a Catholic priest who unexpectedly comes face to face with a horrific demon. Through fate
or demonic manipulation, he winds up substituting for a prison chaplain who mysteriously
committed suicide and was counseling a serial killer condemned on death row. Garrity meets with
the convict, who at first is mute, and then becomes all too talkative, claiming to be a demon. A nave
Father Garrity assumes he is dealing with a schizophrenic. Truly possessed by the demon Furfur, the
inmate begins his attack on Father Garrity. As all Catholic priests, Garrity is uneducated and
unskilled at confronting the supernatural, much less a demon. This demon is intent on destroying
Garity's faith in God through any means possible. The one problem is that this inmate will be
executed in a week, so time is of the essence. At first Garrity thinks that he must only survive until
the execution, but then finds he will become hunted afterward by a demon that will transfer to a
whole new body. Furfur, a documented fallen angel taken from demonology, initially attempts to
overwhelm Garrity with his knowledge and history. Failing, he escalates his efforts to violence, and



eventually murders. Father Garrity, as all common parish priests, is inexperienced, but is desperate
to defeat this demon, even though his path is crammed with obstacles. He is surrounded by
non-believers and a Catholic organization that has created an impossible bureaucracy which frowns
on the very mention of exorcism. The demon Furfur intends to deliver the soul of this convict to hell
and then transfer himself to another person and continue to torment the priest. Father Garrity finds
that Furfur, in documented demonology, ranks high in the hierarchy of hell and has 150,000 demons
at his command. Although in prison, Furfur can torture the priest through hurting those close to him
simply by using his legions. Father Garrity reaches out to the Vatican and eventually enlists the help
of the official head Exorcist. He is also aided by an unofficial American exorcist. Their realization
that the limited time until the execution is nowhere near adequate for an exorcism, makes for an
unsolvable dilemma. The surrounding cast of characters adds to the complexity and suspense.
Father Garritys immediate superior, Pastor Wiesbauer, is an elderly and gentle mentor who offers
advice. A kindly old housekeeper Margaret is the rectories mother hen. A retired Father James
Nolan, an unofficial exorcist, enters as a timely adviser. The prison psychologist Katherine Schuler
stands confused. The Vaticans boisterous Father Dominic Tutolo, flies in to assist. A befuddled but
helpful warden Buddy Thornton, watches mystified, but it is Father Garritys Chicago detective
brother Bobby, that becomes the unpredictable loose cannon. Finally, becoming a major obstruction
is the Catholic Diocese Monsignor Hall, who is only concerned with the churches public image.
Father Garrity has his problems with the Catholic organization and the changes made to the religion
in the recent past. He is unhappy with the concern of the financial interests over the concern for
parishioners. He has doubts whether confession and weekly forgiveness is not perpetuating sin and
is a revolving door. Yet he maintains an unshakable faith in God. A faith so strong, that he will never
bend to the demon Furur. A faith so strong that divine intervention is called for. Father Garrity has a
faith so strong that it can create a miracle. Follow Father Garrity, a flawed outspoken priest with a
temper, a sense of justice, and no fear as he uses his faith as a shield and enters a fight he knows he
cannot win. See how he learns that initially demons are not scary, but instead seductive. He learns
that only after the seduction that the evil and violence enter the picture. He would rather sacrifice
his life than let this evil prevail. Learn how demons introduce themselves with a form of seduction
with intentions to destroy a persons very soul. Whether drugs, alcohol, food, sex, violence, or
gambling, a demon will enter your life and become that little voice inside your head. This trip will
open your eyes and take you into the world of horror. If that world exists, you surely want Father
Garrity on your side.
  when was the bible canonized: The True Christian Gospel Orlando A. Robertson, 2012-09-07
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