us reconstruction period

us reconstruction period refers to the era in American history immediately following the
Civil War, spanning roughly from 1865 to 1877. This transformative period played a crucial
role in reshaping the United States politically, socially, and economically, particularly in the
southern states that had been devastated by the conflict. The reconstruction era sought to
reintegrate the seceded states back into the Union while addressing the status and rights of
newly freed African Americans. Key developments during this time included the passage of
significant amendments to the Constitution, federal legislation aimed at protecting civil
rights, and the establishment of new state governments in the South. However, the period
was also marked by intense political conflict, racial tensions, and resistance from various
factions. This article will explore the causes and context of the US reconstruction period,
the major policies and amendments enacted, the social and economic impacts, and the
eventual end of Reconstruction, providing a comprehensive understanding of this critical
chapter in American history.
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Background and Causes of the US Reconstruction
Period

The US reconstruction period was initiated as a direct response to the aftermath of the Civil
War, which concluded in 1865 with the defeat of the Confederate states. The war left the
Southern states economically devastated, politically fragmented, and socially disordered.
The primary cause of Reconstruction was to restore the Union while addressing the
complex issues arising from emancipation and the integration of formerly enslaved African
Americans into society. Additionally, the federal government aimed to rebuild the South’s
infrastructure, regulate newly formed state governments, and redefine citizenship and civil
rights. Reconstruction was also influenced by differing visions between President Abraham
Lincoln, his successor Andrew Johnson, and the Radical Republicans in Congress, each
proposing distinct approaches to reunification and reform.

Impact of the Civil War on the South

The Civil War caused widespread destruction across the Southern economy and



infrastructure. Plantations, railroads, and cities were left in ruins, and the abolition of
slavery shattered the South’s labor system. This devastation necessitated substantial
reconstruction efforts to restore economic productivity and social order.

Political Divisions and Reconstruction Approaches

Differing political ideologies shaped the US reconstruction period’s policies. Lincoln favored
a moderate approach focused on reconciliation, while Radical Republicans advocated for
stronger federal intervention and civil rights protections for freedmen. Andrew Johnson’s
lenient policies initially dominated but faced opposition in Congress, leading to conflicts
that defined much of the Reconstruction era.

Major Policies and Constitutional Amendments

Several landmark policies and constitutional amendments were enacted during the US
reconstruction period to address civil rights and redefine citizenship. These legal changes
aimed to secure freedoms for formerly enslaved individuals and restructure Southern
governance.

The 13th Amendment

Ratified in 1865, the 13th Amendment formally abolished slavery throughout the United
States. This amendment legally ended the practice of involuntary servitude, except as
punishment for a crime, marking a critical milestone in American history.

The 14th Amendment

The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, granted citizenship to all persons born or
naturalized in the United States, including former slaves. It guaranteed equal protection
under the law and due process, becoming a foundational element for civil rights legislation.

The 15th Amendment

Ratified in 1870, the 15th Amendment prohibited the denial of voting rights based on race,
color, or previous condition of servitude. This amendment aimed to enfranchise African
American men, although its enforcement faced significant challenges.

Reconstruction Acts and Federal Legislation

Congress passed several Reconstruction Acts between 1867 and 1868, dividing the South

into military districts to oversee the establishment of new governments committed to civil

rights. These acts also required Southern states to ratify the 14th Amendment and provide
voting rights to African American men before readmission to the Union.



Creation of military districts in the South

Mandated new state constitutions guaranteeing black suffrage

Enforcement of civil rights through the Freedmen’s Bureau

Legislation targeting the suppression of racial violence

Social and Economic Impacts of Reconstruction

The US reconstruction period had profound social and economic effects, particularly on
African Americans and the Southern states. While it provided opportunities for political
participation and education, the era was fraught with challenges and inequalities.

Advances in African American Rights and Education

During Reconstruction, African Americans made significant strides in political
representation and access to education. Freedmen’s schools were established, and many
African Americans were elected to local, state, and federal offices. These advances signaled
a dramatic transformation in social dynamics.

Economic Challenges and Sharecropping

Despite the abolition of slavery, many African Americans and poor whites in the South
faced economic hardship. The sharecropping system emerged as a dominant agricultural
practice, often trapping workers in cycles of debt and poverty. Economic recovery in the
South was slow and uneven.

Changes in Southern Society

The social hierarchy in the South underwent significant shifts, with the old planter elite
losing power and new political coalitions forming. However, deep-seated racial prejudices
and social tensions persisted, hindering true social integration.

Resistance and Challenges During Reconstruction

The US reconstruction period encountered substantial resistance from various groups
opposed to the changes taking place. This opposition manifested in political, social, and
violent forms, undermining many Reconstruction efforts.



Rise of White Supremacist Groups

Organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan emerged during Reconstruction to intimidate African
Americans and white Republicans. These groups used violence and terror tactics to
suppress black political participation and maintain white dominance.

Political Opposition and the Impeachment of Andrew
Johnson

President Andrew Johnson’s lenient approach toward the South led to conflicts with
Congress, culminating in his impeachment in 1868. Although he was acquitted by the
Senate, the struggle highlighted the deep divisions over Reconstruction policies.

Judicial Decisions and Limitations

Several Supreme Court rulings during and after Reconstruction curtailed federal efforts to
protect African American rights. Decisions such as the Slaughterhouse Cases and United
States v. Cruikshank weakened the enforcement of civil rights laws.

The End of the US Reconstruction Period and Its
Legacy

The US reconstruction period formally ended in 1877 with the withdrawal of federal troops
from the South, a development that had far-reaching consequences for the nation’s political
and racial landscape.

The Compromise of 1877

The disputed presidential election of 1876 resulted in the Compromise of 1877, whereby
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes was awarded the presidency in exchange for the removal
of federal troops from Southern states. This compromise effectively ended Reconstruction.

Aftermath and the Rise of Jim Crow

Following the end of Reconstruction, Southern states enacted Jim Crow laws enforcing racial
segregation and disenfranchising African Americans. These laws reversed many of the civil
rights gains made during the Reconstruction era.

Historical Significance of Reconstruction

The US reconstruction period remains a pivotal chapter in American history, representing
an early and imperfect attempt to establish racial equality and rebuild a fractured nation.



Its legacy continues to influence discussions on civil rights and federal-state relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main goal of the Reconstruction period in
the United States?

The main goal of the Reconstruction period was to rebuild the Southern states after the
Civil War, integrate freed slaves into society, and restore the Union.

When did the Reconstruction period take place?

The Reconstruction period took place from 1865 to 1877, following the end of the Civil War.

What were the Reconstruction Amendments and why
were they important?

The Reconstruction Amendments are the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the U.S.
Constitution. They abolished slavery, granted citizenship and equal protection under the
law, and protected voting rights for African American men, respectively.

Who were the Radical Republicans and what role did
they play during Reconstruction?

The Radical Republicans were a faction in the Republican Party that advocated for harsh
policies against the South and strong protections for freed slaves during Reconstruction.

What was the significance of the Freedmen's Bureau
during Reconstruction?

The Freedmen's Bureau was established to assist formerly enslaved people by providing
food, education, healthcare, and legal support during the Reconstruction era.

How did Reconstruction impact African Americans in the
South?

Reconstruction initially provided African Americans with political rights, including voting and
holding office, as well as access to education and economic opportunities, though many
gains were later rolled back by discriminatory laws.

What led to the end of the Reconstruction period?

The Compromise of 1877, which resolved the disputed 1876 presidential election, led to the
withdrawal of federal troops from the South and marked the end of Reconstruction.



What were 'Black Codes' and how did they affect
Reconstruction efforts?

Black Codes were laws passed by Southern states to restrict the freedoms and rights of
African Americans, undermining Reconstruction efforts to achieve racial equality.

Additional Resources

1. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877

This seminal work by Eric Foner provides a comprehensive analysis of the Reconstruction
era, exploring the political, social, and economic changes that shaped the post-Civil War
United States. Foner examines the efforts to rebuild the South and integrate formerly
enslaved African Americans into society. The book highlights the successes and failures of
Reconstruction policies and their long-lasting impact on American history.

2. Black Reconstruction in America 1860-1880

Written by W.E.B. Du Bois, this classic text challenges prevailing narratives by emphasizing
the role of African Americans in shaping Reconstruction. Du Bois argues that Black
Americans were active agents in the fight for freedom and democracy during this period.
The book critically examines the political dynamics and racial struggles of the era, offering
a powerful reinterpretation of Reconstruction history.

3. Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction

Eric Foner presents a concise and accessible account of emancipation and the
Reconstruction period, focusing on the transformation of American society after the Civil
War. The book addresses the challenges faced by freedpeople and the efforts to redefine
citizenship and civil rights. It is an excellent introduction for readers seeking to understand
the complexities of this transformative era.

4. Reconstruction: A Concise History

Allen C. Guelzo offers a brief yet insightful overview of Reconstruction, highlighting the
political battles and social changes that defined the era. The book covers the key legislative
measures and the resistance they encountered in the South. Guelzo’s work is notable for its
clear narrative and balanced perspective on a contentious period in American history.

5. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration

Though primarily focused on the Great Migration, Isabel Wilkerson’s book provides essential
context for understanding the legacy of Reconstruction. It traces the movement of African
Americans from the South to northern and western cities, a direct consequence of the
failures of Reconstruction to secure lasting racial equality. Wilkerson’s narrative connects
the era’s struggles to the broader African American experience in the 20th century.

6. After the War Was Over: The Civil War and Reconstruction in American Memory

David W. Blight explores how the memory of the Civil War and Reconstruction has been
shaped over time, influencing American culture and politics. The book examines the
contested narratives that emerged in the decades following the war, including the Lost
Cause mythology. Blight's work reveals how these memories impacted racial relations and
the interpretation of Reconstruction.



7. Redeemers: The South's Return to Power

Heather Cox Richardson investigates the period following Reconstruction when white
Southern Democrats, known as Redeemers, sought to restore pre-war social and political
order. The book details the strategies used to disenfranchise African Americans and reverse
Reconstruction-era reforms. Richardson provides insight into the origins of the Jim Crow era
and its enduring effects.

8. The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery

Eric Foner examines Abraham Lincoln’s evolving views on slavery and emancipation,
setting the stage for Reconstruction policies. The book contextualizes Lincoln’s leadership
during the Civil War and the challenges of abolishing slavery. Understanding Lincoln’s
legacy is crucial for comprehending the goals and limitations of Reconstruction.

9. Freedom’s Unfinished Revolution: An Inquiry into the Civil War and Reconstruction
Manisha Sinha offers a detailed exploration of the revolutionary potential of the Civil War
and Reconstruction in transforming American society. The book highlights the struggles for
racial justice and the efforts to redefine freedom in a post-slavery nation. Sinha’s analysis
underscores the contested nature of freedom and equality during this pivotal era.
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us reconstruction period: The A to Z of the Civil War and Reconstruction William L.
Richter, 2009-07-24 The importance of the Civil War and Reconstruction in the history of the United
States cannot be overstated. There was a very real possibility that the union could have been
sundered, resulting in a very different American history, and probably world history. But the union
was held together by tough and determined leaders and by the economic muscle of the North.
Following the end of the war, the period of American history known as Reconstruction followed. This
was a period construed in many different ways. While the states were once again united, many of the
postwar efforts divided different segments of the population and failed to achieve their goals in an
era too often remembered for carpetbaggers and scalawags, and Congressional imbroglios and
incompetent government. This one-volume dictionary, with more than 800 entries covering the
significant events, persons, politics, and economic and social themes in the U.S. Civil War and
Reconstruction, is a research tool for all levels of readers from high school and up. The extensive
chronology, introductory essay, dictionary entries, and comprehensive bibliography introduce and
lead the reader through the military and non-military actions of one of the most pivotal events in
American history.

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction Kirsten Schefelton, Susan S. Wittman, 2014-07-01
Discusses the Reconstruction period (1865-1877) after the American Civil War, including the
rebuilding of the South and the establishment of laws protecting the rights of African-Americans--

us reconstruction period: The Era of Reconstruction Kenneth M. Stampp, 1967-10-12
Stampp's classic work offers a revisionist explanation for the radical failure to achieve equality for
blacks, and of the effect that Conservative rule had on the subsequent development of the South.
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Refuting former schools of thought, Stampp challenges the notions that slavery was somehow just a
benign aspect of Southern culture, and how the failures during the reconstruction period created a
ripple effect that is still seen today. Praise for The Era of Reconstruction: “ . .. This “brief political
history of reconstruction” by a well-known Civil War authority is a thoughtful and detailed study of
the reconstruction era and the distorted legends still clinging to it.”—Kirkus Reviews “It is to be
hoped that this work reaches a large audience, especially among people of influence, and will thus
help to dispel some of the myths about Reconstructions that hamper efforts in the civil rights field to
this day.”—Albert Castel, Western Michigan University

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction Eric Foner, 2002-02-05 This masterful treatment of
one of the most complex periods of American history (New Republic) made history when it was
originally published in 1988. It redefined how Reconstruction was viewed by historians and people
everywhere in its chronicling of how Americans -- black and white -- responded to the unprecedented
changes unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. This smart book of enormous strengths
(Boston Globe) has since gone on to become the classic work on the wrenching post-Civil War period
-- an era whose legacy reverberates still today in the United States.

us reconstruction period: America’s Reconstruction Eric Foner, Olivia Mahoney,
1997-06-01 One of the most misunderstood periods in American history, Reconstruction remains
relevant today because its central issue -- the role of the federal government in protecting citizens'
rights and promoting economic and racial justice in a heterogeneous society -- is still unresolved.
America's Reconstruction examines the origins of this crucial time, explores how Black and white
southerners responded to the abolition of slavery, traces the political disputes between Congress
and President Andrew Johnson, and analyzes the policies of the Reconstruction governments and the
reasons for their demise. America's Reconstruction was published in conjunction with a major
exhibition on the era produced by the Valentine Museum in Richmond, Virginia, and the Virginia
Historical Society. The exhibit included a remarkable collection of engravings from Harper's Weekly,
lithographs, and political cartoons, as well as objects such as sculptures, rifles, flags, quilts, and
other artifacts. An important tool for deepening the experience of those who visited the exhibit,
America's Reconstruction also makes this rich assemblage of information and period art available to
the wider audience of people unable to see the exhibit in its host cities. A work that stands along as
well as in proud accompaniment to the temporary collection, it will appeal to general readers and
assist instructors of both new and seasoned students of the Civil War and its tumultuous aftermath.

us reconstruction period: History of the Reconstruction Period, 1865-1877 James
Schouler, 1913

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction Era and Gilded Age Captivating History, 2021-02-02
Two captivating manuscripts in one book: The Reconstruction Era The Gilded Age

us reconstruction period: The A to Z of the Civil War and Reconstruction William L.
Richter, 2009 The importance of the Civil War and Reconstruction in the history of the United States
can not be overstated. There was a very real possibility that the union could have been sundered,
resulting in a very different American, and thus world, history. However, the union was held
together by tough and determined leaders and by the economic muscle of the North. While not
always an era to be proud of, there were higher goals and compelling ends. The A to Z of the Civil
War and Reconstruction, with more than 800 entries covering the significant events, persons,
politics, and economic and social themes in the U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction period, is a
research tool for all levels of readers from high school and up. The extensive chronology,
introductory essay, and comprehensive bibliography introduce and lead the reader through the
military and nonmilitary actions of one of the most pivotal events in American history.
Reconstruction, the focus of this volume, was a period --

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction after the Civil War John Hope Franklin,
2020-03-04 The classic work of American history by the renowned author of From Slavery to
Freedom, with a new introduction by historian Eric Foner. First published in 1961, John Hope
Franklin's revelatory study of the Reconstruction Era is a landmark work of history, exploring the



role of former slaves and dispelling longstanding popular myths about corruption and Radical rule.
Looking past dubious scholarship that had previously dominated the narrative, Franklin combines
astute insight and careful research to provide an accurate, comprehensive portrait of the era.
Franklin's arguments concerning the brevity of the North's occupation, the limited power wielded by
former slaves, the influence of moderate southerners, the flawed constitutions of the radical state
governments, and the downfall of Reconstruction remain compelling today. This new edition of
Reconstruction after the Civil War also includes a foreword by Eric Foner and a perceptive essay by
Michael W. Fitzgerald.

us reconstruction period: Black Reconstruction in America (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois) W.
E. B. Du Bois, 2014-02-01 Black Reconstruction in America interprets the twenty years of
Reconstruction from the point of view of newly liberated African Americans. Though lambasted by
critics at the time of its publication in 1935, Black Reconstruction has only grown in historical and
literary importance. In the 1960s it joined the canon of the most influential revisionist historical
works. Its greatest achievement is weaving a credible, lyrical historical narrative of the hostile and
politically fraught years of 1860-1880 with a powerful critical analysis of the harmful effects of
democracy, including Jim Crow laws and other injustices.

us reconstruction period: A Short History of Reconstruction [Updated Edition] Eric
Foner, 2015-01-06 From the “preeminent historian of Reconstruction” (New York Times Book
Review), an updated abridged edition of Reconstruction, the prize-winning classic work on the
post-Civil War period which shaped modern America. Reconstruction chronicles the way in which
Americans—black and white—responded to the unprecedented changes unleashed by the war and
the end of slavery. It addresses the quest of emancipated slaves’ searching for economic autonomy
and equal citizenship, and describes the remodeling of Southern society; the evolution of racial
attitudes and patterns of race relations; and the emergence of a national state possessing vastly
expanded authority and one committed, for a time, to the principle of equal rights for all Americans.
This “masterful treatment of one of the most complex periods of American history” (New Republic)
remains the standard work on the wrenching post-Civil War period—an era whose legacy still
reverberates in the United States today.

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction Era Hourly History, 2019-07-09 Reconstruction
EraThe American Civil War, fought from 1861 to 1865, produced casualties and destruction on an
unprecedented scale. Up to 800,000 soldiers were killed, and huge swathes of the American south
were devastated. However, although the defeat of the Confederate States and the end of the war
brought peace of a sort, it left many unresolved issues. The period following the end of the Civil War
has become known as the Reconstruction Era, and during this time there were efforts to achieve two
separate goals: to reintegrate the former rebel southern states fully into the Union and to achieve
not only the abolition of slavery-which had been a war aim for the north-but also the emancipation
and granting of civil rights to freed slaves. Inside you will read about...[] The End of Abraham Lincoln
and the Civil War [] Radical Reconstruction [] Carpetbaggers and Scalawags [] The Rise of the Ku
Klux Klan [] Corruption and Recession And much more! The Reconstruction Era proved almost as
divisive as the Civil War itself-the freeing of slaves threatened to undermine the very basis of society
and many southerners resisted. For some in the north, the unwillingness of people in the south to
adopt new laws and new ways of life seemed to negate the whole point of the war. After all, what
was the point of fighting and winning a war if the very things that were fought for failed to happen?
The Reconstruction Era was a period of turmoil and change in the United States, and it ended not
with a complete victory for either side but with a compromise which satisfied no-one. However, this
period did pave the way for important changes which came much later. This is the complex and
sometimes confusing story of the Reconstruction Era.

us reconstruction period: Forever Free Eric Foner, 2006-11-14 From one of our most
distinguished historians comes a groundbreaking new examination of the myths and realities of the
period after the Civil War. Drawing on a wide range of long-neglected documents, Eric Foner places
a new emphasis on black experiences and roles during the era. We see African Americans as active



agents in overthrowing slavery, in shaping Reconstruction, and creating a legacy long obscured and
misunderstood. He compellingly refutes long-standing misconceptions of Reconstruction, and shows
how the failures of the time sowed the seeds of the Civil Rights struggles of the 1950s and 60s.
Richly illustrated and movingly written, this is an illuminating and essential addition to our
understanding of this momentous era.

us reconstruction period: Encyclopedia of the Reconstruction Era Richard Zuczek, 2006-08-30
Reconstruction sought to bring order from the tremendous social, political, economic, physical, and
constitutional changes wrought by secession and the Civil War, changes that included the abolition
of slavery, the expansion of governmental power and constitutional jurisdiction, the rise of the
Republican Party, the explosion of northern industry and the national market, and the appearance of
a social dynamism that supported struggles by new social groups for political and civil equality. In
American history, Reconstruction is the term applied to the period 1862-1877, when the United
States sought to bring order from the tremendous social, political, economic, physical, and
constitutional changes wrought by secession and the Civil War.The decision by eleven southern
states to attempt secession and reject the national government, and the decision by the federal
government under President Abraham Lincoln to deny that attempt and enforce federal law,
unleashed forces that forever changed the American Republic. These changes included the abolition
of slavery, the expansion of governmental power and constitutional jurisdiction, the rise of the
Republican Party, the explosion of northern industry and the national market, and the appearance of
a social dynamism that supported struggles by new social groups for political and civil equality. No
one anticipated the totality, the viciousness, and the intensity of the civil war, and as a result no one
was prepared to deal with its consequences. Topics covered include who should direct
Reconstruction; how the federal government treated conquered states, their governments, and their
soldiers; the role of the freed people in the new republic; and how the war altered the Constitution,
the party system, and the American economy, among many others. Many entries describe and
analyze the lives, careers, and impacts of the individuals, North and South, black and white, who
shaped the course of Reconstruction, including the following: Ames, Adelbert Bruce, Blanche K.
Douglass, Frederick Gordon, John B. Hancock, Winfield S. Howard, Oliver O. Pinchback, Pinckney
B.S. Revels, Hiram R. Sheridan, Philip H. Wade, Benjamin F. Other entries deal with broad topics
and themes related to Reconstruction and its consequences, including the following: Abolition of
Slavery, Black Politicians, Black Suffrage, Bloody Shirt, Economic Policies, Race Riots,
Reconstruction, Theories of Scandals During Reconstruction, State Constitutional Conventions,
Violence During Reconstruction. Still other entries cover a wide variety of events, groups, acts,
agencies, and amendments that were part of the story of Reconstruction, including the following:
American Indians, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands Compromise of 1877,
Democratic Party, Fourteenth Amendment, Joint Committee on Reconstruction, Loyalty Oaths,
Military Reconstruction Acts, Stalwarts, Tenure of Office Act. Among the more than 270 entries are
11 that discuss the course and consequences of Reconstruction in each of the former Confederate
states, and 6 that discuss the outcome and significance of the presidential and key congressional
elections held between 1864 and 1876. The encyclopedia also offers a timeline of Reconstruction, a
bibliography of print and electronic information resources, a selection of primary documents, a table
of important dates, numerous illustrations, and a detailed subject index.

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction and Reform Joy Hakim, 1994 The post-Civil War
years of the Reconstruction period in U.S. history. History Of US.

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction After the Civil War John Hope Franklin, 1994
Ever since its original publication in 1961, Reconstruction after the Civil War has been praised for
cutting through the controversial scholarship and popular myths of the time to provide an accurate
account of the role of former slaves during this period in American history. Now Franklin has
updated his work to acknowledge the enormous body of research and scholarship that followed in
the wake of the first edition. New are Franklin’s references to important, later texts that enrich the
original narrative. In addition, the extensive bibliography has been thoroughly revised. What has not



changed, however, is the foundation Franklin has laid. Still compelling are his arguments concerning
the brevity of the North’s military occupation of the South, the limited amount of power wielded by
former slaves, the influence of moderate southerners, the flaws of the constitutions drawn up by the
Radical state governments, and the reasons for the downfall of Reconstruction.

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction Richard Zuczek, 2015-11-10 Composed by the
leading historians in the field, this single-volume encyclopedia on Reconstruction delivers the most
concise, focused, and readable reference work available to educators and students. In many ways,
the Civil War destroyed the American South, the Democratic Party, and slavery, with much of the
nation left in ruins. What was to become of former slaves—and of former confederates? Yet the
unprecedented turmoil that followed the war presented the United States with great opportunities.
How America tried to solve the problems and take advantage of opportunities after the Civil War is
the focus of this encyclopedia, which provides the core elements necessary for researching and
understanding the complex period in U.S. history known as Reconstruction. The volume offers a
concise introduction to and chronology of the Reconstruction period, scores of entries composed by
subject experts, and an appendix that features key primary documents. The entries have been
carefully chosen for their importance and relevance, are written in language accessible to high
school students, and supply useful references for further investigation. This volume will be
indispensable for research into Reconstruction and affords anyone studying the United States during
this period insight and perspective, whether the topic be African American history, the Civil War,
Abraham Lincoln, or the coming of sharecropping.

us reconstruction period: Remembering Reconstruction Carole Emberton, Bruce E. Baker,
2017-04-12 Academic studies of the Civil War and historical memory abound, ensuring a deeper
understanding of how the war’s meaning has shifted over time and the implications of those changes
for concepts of race, citizenship, and nationhood. The Reconstruction era, by contrast, has yet to
receive similar attention from scholars. Remembering Reconstruction ably fills this void, assembling
a prestigious lineup of Reconstruction historians to examine the competing social and historical
memories of this pivotal and violent period in American history. Many consider the period from 1863
(beginning with slave emancipation) to 1877 (when the last federal troops were withdrawn from
South Carolina and Louisiana) an “unfinished revolution” for civil rights, racial-identity formation,
and social reform. Despite the cataclysmic aftermath of the war, the memory of Reconstruction in
American consciousness and its impact on the country’s fraught history of identity, race, and
reparation has been largely neglected. The essays in Remembering Reconstruction advance and
broaden our perceptions of the complex revisions in the nation's collective memory. Notably, the
authors uncover the impetus behind the creation of black counter-memories of Reconstruction and
the narrative of the “tragic era” that dominated white memory of the period. Furthermore, by
questioning how Americans have remembered Reconstruction and how those memories have shaped
the nation's social and political history throughout the twentieth century, this volume places memory
at the heart of historical inquiry.

us reconstruction period: The Reconstruction Period Peter Joseph Hamilton, 1905

us reconstruction period: Reconstruction Allen C. Guelzo, 2018-04-02 Allen C. Guelzo's
Reconstruction: A Concise History is a gracefully written interpretation of Reconstruction as a
spirited struggle to reintegrate the defeated Southern Confederacy into the American Union after
the Civil War, to bring African Americans into the political mainstream of American life, and to
recreate the Southern economy after a Northern free-labor model.
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