
who is ruby bridges

who is ruby bridges is a question that leads to an important story in American history
about courage, civil rights, and the fight against racial segregation in schools. Ruby
Bridges is an iconic figure known for being the first African American child to integrate an
all-white elementary school in the South during the 1960s. Her brave actions as a six-year-
old helped pave the way for the desegregation of public schools and became a symbol of
the Civil Rights Movement. This article explores who Ruby Bridges is, her early life, the
pivotal moment of integrating William Frantz Elementary School, the impact of her actions
on civil rights, and her legacy today. Understanding Ruby Bridges’ story provides insight
into the challenges faced during school desegregation and highlights the ongoing efforts
toward equality in education.
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Early Life and Background
Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, 1954, in Tylertown, Mississippi, and later moved
with her family to New Orleans, Louisiana. She was born into a time when racial
segregation was legally enforced under the “separate but equal” doctrine, which resulted
in African American children attending separate, often inferior schools. Her parents were
determined to provide Ruby with a better education despite the systemic barriers in place.
Ruby’s early life was marked by the realities of segregation, which shaped her experiences
and the historic role she would later play. Understanding Ruby Bridges’ background is
essential to appreciate the significance of her courage and the societal challenges she
confronted.

Integration of William Frantz Elementary School
In 1960, at just six years old, Ruby Bridges became the first African American child to
attend William Frantz Elementary School, an all-white school in New Orleans. This historic
event occurred following the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Brown v. Board
of Education (1954), which declared segregation in public schools unconstitutional. Ruby
was selected through a federal court order that mandated the desegregation of schools in
New Orleans. Her first day at William Frantz was met with intense resistance, requiring



federal marshals to escort her safely through angry crowds. This moment marked a
significant step in the desegregation process and placed Ruby at the center of a national
struggle for civil rights.

The Role of the Federal Court Order
The federal court order was crucial in allowing Ruby Bridges to attend William Frantz
Elementary School. It legally mandated that African American children be admitted to
previously all-white schools, overriding local segregation laws. This legal backing shielded
Ruby and her family from some potential retaliation but could not prevent the hostility
they faced from the community. The court order exemplified the federal government’s role
in enforcing civil rights during a period of intense local opposition.

First Day Experiences
Ruby’s first day at William Frantz Elementary School was both historic and harrowing.
Federal marshals escorted her to protect against violent protests by white parents and
community members. Despite the fear and hostility surrounding her, Ruby entered the
school alone, as many white parents withdrew their children in protest. Her bravery and
composure during this period were remarkable, given her young age and the hostile
environment she faced daily.

Challenges and Reactions
The integration of William Frantz Elementary School was met with severe opposition and
hostility from the local white community. Ruby Bridges and her family endured threats,
isolation, and discrimination throughout this period. Many white parents pulled their
children out of the school in protest, and Ruby was often the only student in her classroom
during the initial months. Her teacher, Barbara Henry, was the only one willing to teach
her, providing critical support during this challenging time. The psychological and social
challenges Ruby faced highlight the personal cost of fighting segregation and
discrimination.

Community Backlash
The backlash against Ruby Bridges was intense and included:

Verbal abuse and threats from neighbors and strangers

Protests and demonstrations outside the school

Social ostracism and isolation from both black and white communities

Economic pressures on her family, including threats to their livelihood



Despite these obstacles, Ruby’s family remained steadfast, emphasizing the importance of
education and equality.

Support from Teachers and Civil Rights Leaders
While Ruby faced hostility from many, she also received crucial support from certain
individuals. Her teacher, Barbara Henry, provided a nurturing and safe learning
environment. Additionally, civil rights leaders and organizations advocated for Ruby and
helped draw national attention to the broader struggle against segregation. This support
was essential in sustaining Ruby through the most difficult times and showcased the
collective effort involved in the Civil Rights Movement.

Impact on the Civil Rights Movement
Ruby Bridges’ courageous act of integrating a segregated school became a powerful
symbol in the Civil Rights Movement. Her story highlighted the human impact of
segregation policies and helped galvanize public opinion in favor of desegregation and
equality. Ruby’s experience illustrated the challenges African American children faced and
underscored the necessity of federal intervention to enforce civil rights laws. Her role
extended beyond education; it contributed to the broader fight for racial justice in
America.

National Awareness and Media Coverage
The media coverage of Ruby Bridges’ integration into William Frantz Elementary School
brought national and international attention to the civil rights struggle. Photographs of
Ruby being escorted by U.S. marshals became iconic images representing the fight
against segregation. This visibility helped generate sympathy and support for civil rights
legislation and inspired activists across the country.

Influence on Legislation and Policy
Ruby Bridges’ integration experience influenced policymakers by demonstrating the
urgent need to dismantle segregation in all areas of public life. Her story contributed to
the momentum behind the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, which aimed to promote equal educational opportunities. Ruby’s role was a
catalyst for legislative change that sought to ensure all children, regardless of race, had
access to quality education.

Legacy and Recognition
Ruby Bridges’ legacy continues to be celebrated as a symbol of courage, resilience, and
the ongoing pursuit of equality. Her story has been taught in schools, commemorated in
art and literature, and honored by numerous awards and recognitions. Beyond her



childhood role in desegregation, Ruby has dedicated her life to promoting tolerance and
education through her foundation and public speaking engagements.

Contributions to Education and Advocacy
As an adult, Ruby Bridges founded the Ruby Bridges Foundation, which focuses on
eliminating racism and promoting educational opportunities for all children. She has
traveled extensively to share her story and advocate for civil rights and social justice. Her
continued work underscores the importance of education as a tool for empowerment and
change.

Awards and Honors
Ruby Bridges has received numerous accolades acknowledging her historic role and
ongoing contributions, including:

Presidential Citizens Medal awarded by President Barack Obama

A portrait in the National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C.

Multiple honorary degrees from universities

Recognition by civil rights organizations and educational institutions

These honors reflect the enduring significance of Ruby Bridges’ impact on American
society and civil rights history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ruby Bridges?
Ruby Bridges is an American civil rights activist who, at the age of six, was the first
African American child to desegregate an all-white elementary school in the South.

Why is Ruby Bridges famous?
Ruby Bridges is famous for being the first African American student to integrate William
Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1960.

When did Ruby Bridges attend William Frantz
Elementary School?
Ruby Bridges attended William Frantz Elementary School in 1960.



How old was Ruby Bridges when she integrated the
school?
Ruby Bridges was six years old when she integrated William Frantz Elementary School.

What impact did Ruby Bridges have on the civil rights
movement?
Ruby Bridges became a symbol of the struggle against segregation and helped pave the
way for further integration in American schools.

Who escorted Ruby Bridges to school during
integration?
Ruby Bridges was escorted by U.S. federal marshals to protect her from angry mobs
during school integration.

What challenges did Ruby Bridges face during school
integration?
Ruby Bridges faced hostility, threats, and isolation from other students and parents during
the integration of her school.

Has Ruby Bridges received any honors or recognition?
Yes, Ruby Bridges has received numerous honors, including the Presidential Citizens
Medal and having schools named after her.

What is Ruby Bridges doing today?
Ruby Bridges is an activist and public speaker, advocating for tolerance and equal rights.

Is there a book or movie about Ruby Bridges?
Yes, there are several books and a Disney movie titled 'Ruby Bridges' that tell her story
and highlight her role in civil rights history.

Additional Resources
1. Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story
This autobiographical book by Ruby Bridges tells the story of her experience as the first
African American child to integrate an all-white elementary school in the South. Through
her own words, Ruby shares the challenges she faced and the courage she showed during
this pivotal moment in American history. The book is accessible for young readers and
offers an inspiring look at bravery and resilience.



2. The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles
This classic children’s book provides a detailed narrative of Ruby Bridges’ historic role in
the Civil Rights Movement. Written by a noted child psychiatrist who observed Ruby’s
journey, it emphasizes the importance of courage, justice, and change. The book also
includes photos and historical context to help readers understand the significance of
Ruby’s story.

3. Ruby Bridges: Courageous Pioneer of School Integration by Connie Colwell Miller
This biography highlights Ruby Bridges’ role as a trailblazer in school desegregation. It
explores the social and political climate of the 1960s, giving readers insight into the
difficulties Ruby and her family endured. The book is suitable for middle-grade readers
and encourages discussions about equality and civil rights.

4. Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges
In this memoir, Ruby Bridges offers a personal perspective on the events surrounding her
integration of an all-white school. She reflects on how the experience shaped her life and
her commitment to promoting tolerance and understanding. The book is heartfelt and
educational, ideal for readers interested in firsthand accounts of history.

5. Ruby Bridges and the Integration of American Schools by Linda Barrett Osborne
This book provides a comprehensive look at the broader context of school integration in
the United States, with Ruby Bridges as a central figure. It discusses the legal battles,
social resistance, and the courage of young Ruby as a symbol of change. The narrative is
engaging and informative, suitable for upper elementary and middle school readers.

6. Ruby Bridges: A True Story by Margaret E. Thompson
This illustrated biography introduces young readers to Ruby Bridges’ story with simple
language and vivid images. It highlights the challenges Ruby faced and her bravery in the
face of adversity. The book serves as an excellent introduction to civil rights history for
early readers.

7. Meet Ruby Bridges by Sharee Miller
Part of the “Ordinary People Change the World” series, this book tells Ruby’s story in an
accessible and inspiring way for young children. It emphasizes Ruby’s determination and
the impact of her actions on American society. The colorful illustrations and
straightforward text make it perfect for beginning readers.

8. Ruby Bridges: Integration Pioneer by Sharon M. Draper
In this biography, award-winning author Sharon Draper explores Ruby Bridges’ life and
her role in desegregating schools. The book combines historical facts with engaging
storytelling to bring Ruby’s experience to life. It encourages readers to reflect on themes
of courage, equality, and social justice.

9. Ruby’s Story: The Little Girl Who Changed America by Ruby Bridges and Veronica
Chambers
Co-written by Ruby Bridges herself, this book offers a compelling narrative of her
childhood and the historic events she lived through. It provides insights into the
challenges she faced and her hope for a more just society. The book is both educational
and inspirational, making Ruby’s story accessible to readers of all ages.
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  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges: A Talk with My Teacher Ruby Bridges, 2025-01-07
Acclaimed civil rights icon, Ruby Bridges, shares the touching tale of reuniting with the first-grade
teacher who changed her life, Mrs. Henry. Once again, you have shown me that you never get too
old to learn. Teaching really is the noblest of professions. When Ruby Bridges was only six years old,
she made history by being the first Black child to integrate William Frantz Elementary School. She
became best friends with her teacher, Mrs. Henry. Excited to come back for her second year, Ruby
is soon devastated to learn that Mrs. Henry isn't her second-grade teacher. Where did Mrs. Henry
go? Can Ruby ever reconnect with her favorite teacher? A love letter to teachers who hold the power
to change lives, Ruby Bridges: A Talk with My Teacher illuminates the lasting impact that the best of
teachers can have on the lives of their students. Trudy Tran's emotive rendering of Ruby Bridges
from childhood to adulthood brings new life to this heartwarming story of a reunion between two
long lost best friends.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Goes to School: My True Story Ruby Bridges, 2016-05-31
The extraordinary true story of Ruby Bridges, the first Black child to integrate a New Orleans school
-- now with simple text for young readers! In 1960, six-year-old Ruby Bridges walked through an
angry crowd and into a school, changing history. This is the true story of an extraordinary little girl
who became the first Black person to attend an all-white elementary school in New Orleans. With
simple text and historical photographs, this easy reader explores an amazing moment in history and
celebrates the courage of a young girl who stayed strong in the face of racism.
  who is ruby bridges: I Am Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, 2022-09-06 Ruby Bridges tells her
story as never before and shares the events of the momentous day in 1960 when Ruby became the
first Black child to integrate the all-white William Franz Elementary as a six year old little girl -- a
personal and intimate look through a child's lens at a landmark moment in our Civil Rights history.
My work will be precious. I will bridge the gap between Black & white... ...and hopefully all people! I
suppose some things in life are just meant to be. When Ruby Bridges was six years old, she became
the first Black child to integrate the all-white William Frantz Elementary in Louisiana. Based on the
pivotal events that happened in 1960 and told from her point of view, this is a poetic reflection on
her experience that changed the face of history and the trajectory of the Civil Rights movement. I
Am Ruby Bridges offers hope and confidence to all children. It is the perfect learning tool for schools
and libraries to teach the story of Ruby Bridges and introduce this landmark story to young readers
in a powerful new way. This story of innocence and courage is brought to life by NAACP-nominated
artist, Nikkolas Smith through stunning and breath-taking illustrations. Embracing the meaning of
her name, Bridges reflects with poignancy and heart on the way one brave little girl stood proud to
help build a bridge between all people and pave the path for future generations.
  who is ruby bridges: Through My Eyes: Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, 2017-03-28 In
November 1960, all of America watched as a tiny six-year-old black girl, surrounded by federal
marshals, walked through a mob of screaming segregationists and into her school. An icon of the
civil rights movement, Ruby Bridges chronicles each dramatic step of this pivotal event in history
through her own words.
  who is ruby bridges: Dear Ruby, Hear Our Hearts Ruby Bridges, 2024-01-02 National civil
rights activist and icon Ruby Bridges responds to letters from thoughtful and concerned young
students from across America. I've heard their hearts and now share those hearts with you. These
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pages truly speak to the power of children! -- Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges was the first Black child to
attend an all-white elementary school in New Orleans. She established the Ruby Bridges Foundation
to promote tolerance and to create change through education. She traveled across the US, listening
to the inspiring voices of young children. Dear Ruby, Hear Our Hearts is a compilation of letters
from concerned young students about today's issues, including bullying, climate change, gun
violence, and racism. Reading Ruby's intuitive and inspirational responses, young readers will
embrace the courage to be brave, bold, and confident. Dear Ruby, My name is Olivia. Thank you for
sharing your story. It made me want to be brave and stand up to make a change. You showed me to
not give up when something is unfair. You can make it change, no matter what. I bet you were
scared just like me. You said that if someone or something is putting you down, you get back up. My
heart heard that, and I am trying to be more like you. Sincerely, Olivia My dearest Olivia, I am so
pleased you wrote to me, especially about standing up. I know all too well how scary it can be to
stand up for yourself or even others. Just know it takes a courageous and brave person to stand up,
even if you are afraid. It happens to us all! I am proud of you, Ruby Bridges The students' letters and
Ruby's responses are powerfully illustrated with dynamic and thought-provoking artwork by John Jay
Cabuay.
  who is ruby bridges: Through My Eyes Ruby Bridges, 1999 Ruby Bridges recounts the story of
her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the integration of her school in New Orleans in 1960.
  who is ruby bridges: The Story of Ruby Bridges Arlisha Norwood Alston, 2021-07-20
Discover the life of Ruby Bridges—a story about bravery and breaking down barriers for kids ages 6
to 9 Ruby Bridges was the first Black student to attend an all-white public school in the southern
United States. Before she helped desegregate schools and change the course of history, she was a
happy girl who helped take care of her younger siblings and loved to play outside. Her life changed
when she was chosen to attend William Frantz Elementary, where she became a civil rights leader at
a very young age. Explore how Ruby went from being a thoughtful girl growing up in Mississippi to a
national leader in the fight for equality. Independent reading—This Ruby Bridges biography is
broken down into short chapters and simple language so kids 6 to 9 can read and learn on their own.
Critical thinking—Kids will learn the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How of Ruby's life, find
definitions of new words, discussion questions, and more. A lasting legacy—Find out how Ruby
Bridges made the world a better place for future generations, including you! How will Ruby's
courage inspire you? Discover activists, artists, and athletes, and more from all across history with
the rest of The Story Of series, including famous figures like: Sojourner Truth, Martin Luther King
Jr., John Lewis, Jackie Robinson, and Barack Obama.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Madeline Donaldson, 2009-01-01 True or False? When
Ruby Bridges went to first grade in New Orleans, Louisiana, on November 14, 1960, she made
history.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges M. Michelle Derosier, 2019 Ruby Bridges was just six
years old when she was chosen to be the first (and only) black child in the all-white William Frantz
Elementary School. At the time, Ruby was too young to understand how the simple act of attending
school would change the lives of many to come. Her courageous act left the legacy that given a
chance, anyone at any age can make a difference in the world.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Martha London, 2019-08-01 Get to know the life and legacy
of Ruby Bridges. Vivid photographs and easy-to-read text give early readers an engaging and
age-appropriate look at her brave role in ending segregation during the Civil Rights Movement.
Features include sidebars, a table of contents, two infographics, Making Connections questions, a
glossary, and an index. QR Codes in the book give readers access to book-specific resources to
further their learning. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards.
DiscoverRoo is an imprint of Pop!, a division of ABDO.
  who is ruby bridges: Let's Read About-- Ruby Bridges Ruby Bridges, Grace Maccarone,
2003 Ruby Bridges was born during the time of segregation in the South. In 1960, she made history
when she attended an all-white school. Follow her story and learn why we still celebrate her courage



today.
  who is ruby bridges: This Is Your Time Ruby Bridges, 2020-11-10 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • CBC KIDS’ BOOK CHOICE AWARD WINNER Civil rights icon Ruby Bridges—who, at
the age of six, was the first black child to integrate into an all-white elementary school in New
Orleans—inspires readers and calls for action in this moving letter. Her elegant, memorable gift
book is especially uplifting in the wake of Kamala Harris making US history as the first female, first
Black, and first South Asian vice president–elect. Written as a letter from civil rights activist and
icon Ruby Bridges to the reader, This Is Your Time is both a recounting of Ruby’s experience as a
child who had to be escorted to class by federal marshals when she was chosen to be one of the first
black students to integrate into New Orleans’ all-white public school system and an appeal to
generations to come to effect change. This beautifully designed volume features photographs from
the 1960s and from today, as well as stunning jacket art from The Problem We All Live With, the
1964 painting by Norman Rockwell depicting Ruby’s walk to school. Ruby’s honest and impassioned
words, imbued with love and grace, serve as a moving reminder that “what can inspire tomorrow
often lies in our past.” This Is Your Time will electrify people of all ages as the struggle for liberty
and justice for all continues and the powerful legacy of Ruby Bridges endures.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Jeri Cipriano, 2020-01-01 Ruby Bridges just wanted to go
to a good school. She did not ask to be a hero, but she knew how to be strong. Her bravery made it
possible for classrooms today to be safe places for children of all races.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Simone T. Ribke, 2019 Provides a simple introduction to
the life of Ruby Bridges and how Bridges stood up against racism and hatred to help integrate
Louisiana's school system.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Margaret Nevinski, 2001
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges (Rookie Biographies) Simone T. Ribke, 2015 A biography on
Ruby Bridges and how she stood up against racism and hatred to help integrate Louisiana's school
system.
  who is ruby bridges: Ruby Bridges Jeri S. Cipriano, 2020 Ruby Bridges just wanted to go to a
good school. She did not ask to be a hero, but she knew how to be strong. Her bravery made it
possible for classrooms today to be safe places for children of all races.
  who is ruby bridges: The Story of Ruby Bridges Robert Coles, 2010-11-01 The inspirational
true story of Ruby Bridges. The year is 1960, and six-year-old Ruby Bridges and her family have
recently moved from Mississippi to New Orleans in search of a better life. When a judge orders Ruby
to attend first grade at William Frantz Elementary, an all-white school, Ruby must face angry mobs
of parents who refuse to send their children to school with her. Told with Robert Coles' powerful
narrative and dramatically illustrated by George Ford, Ruby's story of courage, faith, and hope
continues to resonate more than 60 years later.
  who is ruby bridges: RUBY BRIDGES NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-13 If you need a free
PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com,
and I'll send you a copy! THE RUBY BRIDGES MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS
A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE RUBY BRIDGES MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR RUBY BRIDGES
KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL
ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE,
MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE
EFFECTIVELY.
  who is ruby bridges: She Persisted: Ruby Bridges Kekla Magoon, Chelsea Clinton,



2021-08-24 Inspired by the #1 New York Times bestseller She Persisted by Chelsea Clinton and
Alexandra Boiger, a chapter book series about women who stood up, spoke up and rose up against
the odds! In this chapter book biography by NAACP Image Award-winning author and Coretta Scott
King Honor recipient Kekla Magoon, readers learn about the amazing life of Ruby Bridges--and how
she persisted. As a first grader, Ruby Bridges was the first Black student to integrate William Frantz
Elementary School in New Orleans, Louisiana. This was no easy task, especially for a six-year-old.
Ruby's bravery and perseverance inspired children and adults alike to fight for equality and social
justice. Perfect for back-to-school reading! Complete with an introduction from Chelsea Clinton,
black-and-white illustrations throughout, and a list of ways that readers can follow in Ruby Bridges's
footsteps and make a difference! A perfect choice for kids who love learning and teachers who want
to bring inspiring women into their curriculum. And don’t miss out on the rest of the books in the
She Persisted series, featuring so many more women who persisted, including Oprah Winfrey,
Harriet Tubman, Claudette Colvin, Coretta Scott King, and more! Praise for She Persisted: Ruby
Bridges: Bridges’ voice, quoted from various sources, gives readers access to her own perspective. A
context-offering complement to Bridges’ own books for children. --Kirkus Reviews Given the more
relatable perspective of starting first grade, this volume makes Bridges’s story poignant for the
intended audience. --School Library Journal
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