
who rules america documentary
who rules america documentary is a compelling exploration into the structures of power and
influence in the United States. This documentary delves deeply into the question of who holds the real
control over American political, economic, and social systems. By examining the roles of elites,
corporations, government institutions, and social movements, the film unpacks the complex
relationships that shape policy and governance. The documentary provides a critical analysis of
wealth concentration, political lobbying, and media influence in shaping public opinion and decision-
making. It also investigates the impact of these forces on democracy and social equity in America.
Viewers are guided through historical contexts and contemporary examples that reveal the dynamics
of power in the nation. This article provides an in-depth overview of the who rules america
documentary, highlighting its key themes, major findings, and the significance of its message for
understanding American society today.
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Overview of the Who Rules America Documentary
The who rules america documentary offers a detailed investigation into the distribution of power
within the United States. It challenges conventional narratives about democracy by revealing how
economic elites and influential institutions shape policy decisions. The documentary incorporates
interviews with scholars, political analysts, and activists to present a nuanced perspective on
governance. It explores the mechanisms through which political influence is exercised, including
campaign financing, lobbying, and media control. By focusing on these aspects, the documentary
aims to educate viewers about the often unseen forces that govern American life. The film also
contrasts the ideal of popular sovereignty with the realities of oligarchic influence. This overview sets
the stage for understanding the documentary’s comprehensive approach to analyzing power
structures.

Historical Context and Background
Understanding the historical context is essential to grasp the arguments made in the who rules
america documentary. The film traces the evolution of political power from the early republic to the
modern era, highlighting key events that shaped elite dominance. It discusses the rise of industrial



capitalism, the development of corporate America, and the entrenchment of wealth-based influence
in government. The documentary also examines landmark political reforms and their limitations in
curbing elite control. By situating present-day issues within this historical framework, it reveals
patterns of continuity and change in American governance. This background helps viewers appreciate
the complex roots of power imbalances that persist today.

Evolution of Power Structures
The documentary outlines how power structures have evolved through various phases, including the
Gilded Age, the Progressive Era, and the post-World War II period. Each era contributed distinct
characteristics to elite influence, such as monopolistic practices and regulatory responses. These
shifts demonstrate the adaptability of ruling classes in maintaining control despite social and political
challenges.

Role of Economic Elites
Economic elites have historically played a central role in shaping policy and public discourse. The
documentary highlights how wealth concentration facilitated the creation of powerful lobbying groups
and think tanks. These entities work to protect the interests of the wealthy, often at the expense of
broader democratic participation.

Main Themes Explored in the Documentary
The who rules america documentary is structured around several core themes that illuminate the
nature of power in the United States. Each theme focuses on a different facet of influence,
demonstrating how they interconnect to sustain elite dominance. These themes include economic
inequality, political lobbying, media control, and the role of social movements. Together, they provide
a comprehensive picture of the challenges facing American democracy.

Economic Inequality and Wealth Concentration
One of the primary themes is the growing economic disparity between the wealthy elite and the
general population. The documentary presents data and expert analysis showing how wealth
concentration translates into disproportionate political influence. This theme underscores the
connection between economic power and policy outcomes that favor the rich.

Political Lobbying and Campaign Finance
The film examines the mechanisms through which special interests influence legislation. It details the
extensive lobbying efforts by corporations and wealthy donors, as well as the impact of campaign
finance laws. This theme highlights the ways in which money shapes political agendas and electoral
processes.



Media Influence and Public Perception
The documentary explores the role of mass media in framing political debates and shaping public
opinion. It discusses ownership concentration in the media industry and the implications for
information diversity and democratic discourse. This theme reveals how media serves as a tool for
maintaining elite narratives.

Social Movements and Resistance
In contrast to elite power, the documentary also focuses on grassroots social movements that
challenge the status quo. It highlights examples of activism aimed at promoting social justice,
economic equality, and political reform. This theme demonstrates the ongoing struggle for a more
inclusive and equitable democracy.

Key Figures and Institutions Featured
The who rules america documentary highlights several influential individuals and institutions that
exemplify elite power. These include prominent political leaders, corporate executives, and think
tanks that shape national policies. The documentary also features academics and activists who
provide critical perspectives on power dynamics. By profiling these key players, the film offers insight
into the networks and relationships that govern American society.

Political Leaders and Policymakers
The documentary identifies certain politicians whose careers reflect the influence of corporate
interests and wealthy donors. It examines their roles in advancing policies that benefit elites while
marginalizing other groups. This section also covers the revolving door between government and
private sector positions.

Corporate America and Financial Institutions
Corporate executives and major financial institutions are depicted as central actors in the power
structure. The documentary discusses their strategies for influencing regulation, taxation, and labor
policies. This focus illustrates how economic power translates into political leverage.

Think Tanks and Lobbying Groups
Think tanks and lobbying organizations are shown as critical conduits for elite influence. The
documentary reveals how these entities produce research, shape public debate, and lobby
policymakers to advance specific agendas. Their role in policy formulation is a key aspect of elite rule.



Impact and Reception of the Documentary
The who rules america documentary has generated significant discussion and analysis since its
release. Scholars and critics have praised its thorough research and clear presentation of complex
issues. The film has been used in academic settings to foster debate about democracy and power.
However, it has also faced criticism from those who argue it presents an overly cynical view of
American politics. Despite this, the documentary remains a valuable resource for understanding the
intersections of wealth, power, and governance.

Academic and Educational Use
The documentary is widely incorporated into university courses on political science, sociology, and
American studies. It serves as a case study for examining elite theory and power structures.
Educators value its ability to provoke critical thinking and engagement with current political issues.

Public and Media Response
Public reception has been mixed, with many viewers expressing concern about the implications of
elite control. Media outlets have highlighted the documentary’s insights, contributing to broader
conversations about political reform and transparency. The film’s influence extends into policy
debates and activist movements.

Relevance to Contemporary American Society
The themes and findings of the who rules america documentary remain highly relevant in today’s
political and economic climate. Issues such as income inequality, political polarization, and media
fragmentation continue to dominate public discourse. The documentary provides a framework for
analyzing these challenges through the lens of power and influence. Understanding who rules
America is crucial for addressing the democratic deficits and promoting more equitable governance.

Ongoing Challenges of Power Concentration
Contemporary America faces persistent issues related to the concentration of wealth and political
power. The documentary’s insights help explain how these challenges undermine democratic
processes and perpetuate social inequalities.

Pathways for Democratic Renewal
By exposing the mechanisms of elite control, the documentary encourages discussions about reform
and activism. It highlights the potential for social movements and policy changes to create a more
representative and just political system.



Key Takeaways for Citizens and Policymakers

Awareness of the influence of economic elites on policy decisions

The importance of campaign finance reform and transparency

The need for diverse and independent media to support democratic discourse

The role of civic engagement and activism in challenging power imbalances

Recognition of historical patterns that shape current governance structures

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the 'Who Rules America?'
documentary?
The 'Who Rules America?' documentary explores the distribution of power and influence in the United
States, examining how political, economic, and social elites shape policies and governance.

Who directed the 'Who Rules America?' documentary?
The documentary was directed by a team of filmmakers associated with PBS Frontline, often based on
the work of sociologist G. William Domhoff.

Is 'Who Rules America?' based on a book or academic
research?
Yes, the documentary is based on G. William Domhoff's influential book 'Who Rules America?', which
analyzes the American power structure using sociological research.

What groups are identified as the ruling class in the 'Who
Rules America?' documentary?
The documentary identifies wealthy corporate elites, major political donors, and influential policy-
making institutions as central components of America's ruling class.

Does the documentary discuss the role of money in American
politics?
Yes, it highlights the significant influence of money in politics, particularly through campaign
financing, lobbying, and political action committees (PACs).



How does 'Who Rules America?' address the impact of social
movements?
The documentary acknowledges social movements but argues that their impact is often limited by the
entrenched power of economic elites and institutional structures.

Where can I watch the 'Who Rules America?' documentary?
The documentary is available on PBS's official website, as well as on various streaming platforms that
host PBS Frontline content.

Why is 'Who Rules America?' still relevant today?
It remains relevant because it provides insight into ongoing issues of wealth inequality, political
influence, and power dynamics that continue to shape American society.

Additional Resources
1. Who Rules America? The Triumph of the Corporate Rich by G. William Domhoff
This book is a seminal analysis of the power structure in the United States, exploring how economic
elites influence government policies and social institutions. Domhoff argues that a relatively small
group of wealthy families and corporations dominate American politics and shape societal norms. The
work blends sociological research with political analysis to reveal the dynamics of class and power.

2. Power and Privilege: A Theory of Social Stratification by G. William Domhoff
In this book, Domhoff delves deeper into the mechanisms of social stratification in America,
examining how power and privilege are maintained across generations. He discusses the role of elite
social clubs, educational institutions, and policy-planning organizations in perpetuating elite
dominance. The text provides a theoretical framework for understanding class power in modern
society.

3. The Power Elite by C. Wright Mills
A classic in sociology, this book analyzes the interwoven interests of the military, corporate, and
political leaders who form the power elite in the United States. Mills argues that these groups hold
disproportionate influence over national decisions, often at the expense of democratic processes. The
book remains a foundational text for understanding elite rule and institutional power.

4. Class Counts: Comparative Studies in Class Analysis edited by Erik Olin Wright
This collection offers various perspectives on how class influences political and economic power
structures in different societies, including the U.S. It provides comparative analyses that help
contextualize Domhoff’s findings within broader global trends. The essays explore the complexities of
class beyond simple economic measures, incorporating cultural and social dimensions.

5. The New Class War: Saving Democracy from the Metropolitan Elite by Michael Lind
Lind explores the growing divide between the metropolitan elite and the working-class majority in
contemporary America. He examines how this split affects political alignments and challenges the
existing power structures. The book offers insights into the cultural and economic tensions that
underlie current debates about who truly rules America.



6. Capital in the Twenty-First Century by Thomas Piketty
Piketty’s influential work investigates wealth concentration and distribution over the past few
centuries, with implications for understanding elite power in America and beyond. He uses extensive
data to argue that wealth inequality tends to increase unless countered by policy interventions. The
book provides a macroeconomic backdrop to discussions about who controls resources and influence.

7. Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right by Jane
Mayer
This investigative work uncovers how wealthy individuals and families use their wealth to influence
politics and public opinion in the United States. Mayer details the networks of funding that support
conservative causes and shape policy outcomes. The book sheds light on the covert financial
mechanisms that underpin elite political power.

8. The Ruling Class: How They Corrupted America and What We Can Do About It by Rick Perlstein
Perlstein chronicles the history of elite dominance in America, focusing on political and cultural shifts
from the post-war era to the present. He critiques how the ruling class has manipulated institutions to
preserve their status and power. The book also discusses potential pathways for reform and
democratization.

9. Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government by Christopher H.
Achen and Larry M. Bartels
This book challenges the conventional wisdom about democratic governance, arguing that ordinary
voters have limited influence over political outcomes. Achen and Bartels analyze how elites and
interest groups shape policies regardless of electoral results. The text complements the themes of
elite control explored in "Who Rules America?" by highlighting the constraints on democratic
responsiveness.
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Lee’s letter of resignation from the U.S. Army, a few key speeches by that rising politician from
Illinois, Abraham Lincoln, and a letter on the “American Question” written by a European observer,
Karl Marx. Other items include examples of the 1860–1861 state ordinances of secession and
addresses on emancipation and Reconstruction by Jefferson Davis and by the Republican leader in
the House of Representatives, Thaddeus Stevens. Section two, Voices of the Administrations,
contains records from the presidencies of James Buchanan, Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson,
Ulysses S. Grant, and Rutherford B. Hayes as well as a message from Confederate President
Jefferson Davis telling his congress that the Southern cause was “just and holy.” Classic documents
such as Lincoln’s announcement of forthcoming emancipation and the Emancipation Proclamation
are here, as are lesser-known but important documents such as Francis Lieber’s 1863 revised law
code for war, General Order 100, and Attorney General James Speed’s 1865 opinion supporting the
Johnson administration’s decision to try the Lincoln murder conspirators by special military
commission and not in the civilian courts. Each of the selections in Political Arguments is preceded
by editor Thomas Mackey’s introductory headnotes that explain the document’s historical
significance and trace its lasting impact. These commentaries provide insight into not just law and
public policy but also the broad sweep of issues important to Civil War– era Americans. A
Documentary History of the American Civil War Era is an essential acquisition for academic and
public libraries in addition to being a valuable resource for courses on the War and Reconstruction,
legal history, political history, and nineteenth- century American history.
  who rules america documentary: Who Rules the World? Noam Chomsky, 2016-05-10
Examines changing American power, the threats to democracy, and the future of the global
order--Dust jacket flap.
  who rules america documentary: Who Rules the Earth? Paul F. Steinberg, 2015-02-06
Worldwide, half a million people die from air pollution each year-more than perish in all wars
combined. One in every five mammal species on the planet is threatened with extinction. Our climate
is warming, our forests are in decline, and every day we hear news of the latest ecological crisis.
What will it really take to move society onto a more sustainable path? Many of us are already doing
the little things to help the earth, like recycling or buying organic produce. These are important
steps-but they're not enough. In Who Rules the Earth?, Paul Steinberg, a leading scholar of
environmental politics, shows that the shift toward a sustainable world requires modifying the very
rules that guide human behavior and shape the ways we interact with the earth. We know these
rules by familiar names like city codes, product design standards, business contracts, public policies,
cultural norms, and national constitutions. Though these rules are largely invisible, their impact
across the planet has been dramatic. By changing the rules, Ontario, Canada has cut the levels of
pesticides in its waterways in half. The city of Copenhagen has adopted new planning codes that will
reduce its carbon footprint to zero by 2025. In the United States, a handful of industry mavericks
designed new rules to promote greener buildings, and transformed the world's largest industry into
a more sustainable enterprise. Steinberg takes the reader on a series of journeys, from a familiar
walk on the beach to a remote village deep in the jungles of Peru, helping the reader to see the
social rules that pattern our physical reality and showing why these are the big levers that will
ultimately determine the health of our planet. By unveiling the influence of social rules at all levels
of society-from private property to government policy, and from the rules governing our oceans to
the dynamics of innovation and change within corporations and communities-Who Rules the Earth?
is essential reading for anyone who understands that sustainability is not just a personal choice, but
a political struggle.
  who rules america documentary: Conspiracies and Conspiracy Theories in American History
Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey B. Webb, 2019-05-24 This up-to-date introduction to the complex world of
conspiracies and conspiracy theories provides insight into why millions of people are so ready to
believe the worst about our political, legal, religious, and financial institutions. Unsupported theories
provide simple explanations for catastrophes that are otherwise difficult to understand, from the
U.S. Civil War to the Stock Market Crash of 1929 to the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center



in New York. Ideas about shadowy networks that operate behind a cloak of secrecy, including real
organizations like the CIA and the Mafia and imagined ones like the Illuminati, additionally provide a
way for people to criticize prevailing political and economic arrangements, while for society's
disadvantaged and forgotten groups, conspiracy theories make their suffering and alienation
comprehensible and provide a focal point for their economic or political frustrations. These volumes
detail the highly controversial and influential phenomena of conspiracies and conspiracy theories in
American society. Through interpretive essays and factual accounts of various people, organizations,
and ideas, the reader will gain a much greater appreciation for a set of beliefs about political
scheming, covert intelligence gathering, and criminal rings that has held its grip on the minds of
millions of American citizens and encouraged them to believe that the conspiracies may run deeper,
and with a global reach.
  who rules america documentary: Introduction to Global Social Problems Isaac Zvi
Christiansen, 2025-09-08 Introduction to Global Social Problems introduces undergraduate students
to national and international social problems from a critical sociological perspective. Isaac Zvi
Christiansen presents clear descriptions of each social problem, explains key concepts, and provides
students with the relevant theoretical tools needed to grasp the interconnected nature of these
phenomena. This volume covers significant and interconnected issues. The book begins with an
explanation of how corporate interests distort the depiction of social problems. Chapters 2 and 3
provide empirical explorations of poverty and inequality on national and global scales, together with
clear and accessible expositions of relevant sociological theories. Chapter 4 examines health and
educational inequalities exacerbated by the economic inequalities discussed in Chapters 2 and 3.
Chapter 5 introduces students to issues of racial inequalities in the United States and abroad, while
Chapter 6 takes a comparative approach to examining crime and criminal justice. Chapter 7
examines modern-day imperialism and war, with special attention given to the military industrial
complex, and a brief review of US interventions around the world in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Chapter 8 examines politics and human rights, including a critical, historical, and
sociological analysis of Israeli settler-colonialism and successive US/Israeli assaults on Gaza. The
book closes with an examination of population and the environment, with special attention given to
climate change, and the pressing contradictions between capitalism and the environment. This
textbook will be a vital resource for introductory students across the social sciences, especially in
sociology, political science, and global studies. It provides critical wraparound coverage of the
momentous, embedded social problems that interconnect across social, national, and regional
boundaries.
  who rules america documentary: Inequality Lisa A. Keister, Darby E. Southgate, 2012-01-23
Social stratification is the grouping of people based on income, wealth, political influence and other
characteristics. Widely recognized categories such as upper, middle and lower class reflect the
presence of social stratification in all societies. Inequality refers to the inevitable disparities in
people's positions in this structure. The research presented in this book ranges from studies of
income and wealth disparities to analyses of the nature of the class system. This textbook reflects a
hybrid approach to studying stratification. It addresses the knowledge accumulated by stratification
scholars and challenges students to apply this information to their social world. The authors include
a wide range of topics and provide current research to round out their discussions. Each chapter
includes a list of key concepts, questions for thought, suggested exercises and multimedia resources.
  who rules america documentary: Critical Terrorism Studies Jacob L. Stump, Priya Dixit,
2013 This book is an introduction to critical approaches to terrorism studies. While there is a
growing body of Critical Terrorism Studies (CTS) literature devoted to empirical examples and
conceptual development, very little has been written about how to systematically carry out this kind
of research. Critical Terrorism Studies fills this gap by addressing three key themes: The position of
terrorism studies and critical terrorism studies in the discipline of International Relations (IR)
Theoretical and methodological elaborations of critical approaches to the study of terrorism
Empirical illustrations of those approaches. Drawing upon a range of engaging material, the volume



reviews a series of non-variable based methodological approaches. It then goes on to provide
empirical examples that illustrate how these approaches have been and can be utilized by students,
teachers, and postgraduate researchers alike to critically and rigorously study terrorism. This
textbook will be of much interest to students of terrorism studies, sociology, critical security studies,
and IR in general.
  who rules america documentary: The Enemy of My Enemy George Michael, 2006 In the
violent world of radical extremists, the enemy of my enemy is my friend. This study reveals how that
precept plays out in the unexpected bonding between militant Islam and the extreme right in
America and Europe. It provides an insightful and sane look at the possibilities for collaboration
between these groups.
  who rules america documentary: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the House Committee on
Internal Security United States. Congress. House. Committee on Internal Security, 1973
  who rules america documentary: Social Structure and Social Problems in America D.
Stanley Eitzen, 1974
  who rules america documentary: Past Imperfect: Alternative Essays in American
History: From Reconstruction to the present Blanche Wiesen Cook, Ronald Radosh, 1973
  who rules america documentary: Traveling Freely Roberto Carlos Garcia, 2024-10-15 A
poet’s debut essay collection exploring American faults through the eyes of a Dominican American In
Traveling Freely: Essays, Roberto Carlos Garcia explores intersecting topics such as race, identity,
American socioeconomic inequality, police violence, our inability to partake in our culture as
innocents, and our complicity as Americans in all that’s wrong with the United States from the
author’s specific vantage point as a Black Dominican American man. The voice in these essays is
both clear and nuanced, and as readers move through the collection, the various themes cohere into
a multilayered investigation of institutional racism and the inherent exploitations of capitalism. In
essays that are uniquely straightforward and accessible, Garcia insists that in order to resist
state-sanctioned violence against marginalized bodies and populations, we must understand our
shared history of oppression—so that we can rise against it effectively and find new paths forward.
  who rules america documentary: The American Class Structure in an Age of Growing
Inequality Dennis L. Gilbert, 2017-12-07 With the latest data on income, wealth, earnings, and
residential segregation by income, The American Class Structure in an Age of Growing Inequality,
Tenth Edition describes a consistent pattern of growing inequality in the United States since the
early 1970s. Focusing on the socioeconomic core of the American class system, author Dennis L.
Gilbert examines how changes in the economy, family life, globalization, and politics are
contributing to increasing class inequality. New to this Edition “The Class Basis of Trump's Victory”
looks at why for the first time since before the 1932 election, the Republican presidential candidate
won a greater proportion of the working class vote than the Democratic opponent. Addresses the
role of technology and other factors in the decline of manufacturing employment and how the trend
is crucial for understanding growing inequality and changes in working class family life. Offers
international comparisons to show how the U.S. compares with other wealthy nations on social
mobility and poverty, and questions our conception of the U.S. as a uniquely open society.
  who rules america documentary: The 100 Greatest Americans of the 20th Century Peter
Dreier, 2012-06-26 A hundred years ago, any soapbox orator who called for women's suffrage, laws
protecting the environment, an end to lynching, or a federal minimum wage was considered a
utopian dreamer or a dangerous socialist. Now we take these ideas for granted -- because the radical
ideas of one generation are often the common sense of the next. We all stand on the shoulders of
earlier generations of radicals and reformers who challenged the status quo of their day.
Unfortunately, most Americans know little of this progressive history. It isn't taught in most high
schools. You can't find it on the major television networks. In popular media, the most persistent
interpreter of America's radical past is Glenn Beck, who teaches viewers a wildly inaccurate history
of unions, civil rights, and the American Left. The 100 Greatest Americans of the 20th Century, a
colorful and witty history of the most influential progressive leaders of the twentieth century and



beyond, is the perfect antidote.
  who rules america documentary: The Politics of Black Empowerment James Jennings,
2000-08 Publisher Fact Sheet An analysis of Black politics since the late 1960s.
  who rules america documentary: The Real Wealth of Nations Riane Eisler, 2009-04 I have
called this book The Real Wealth of Nations because it shows that our most important economic
assets are not financial that the real wealth of nations consists of the contributions of people and our
natural environment. To address the needs of our world today, we have to bring together knowledge
from many areas. I therefore draw from many...
  who rules america documentary: Black Working Wives Bart Landry, 2000 Bart Landry's Black
Working Wives is a very comprehensive account of the family revolution in America. I learned a
great deal reading this thoughtful book. Landry’s discussion of the dual career marriages of black
women decades before the feminist revolution, and the lessons they provide not only for
understanding dynamic changes in American families but also for anticipating the future of the
modern two-career family, is insightful and persuasive.—William Julius Wilson, author of The Bridge
over the Racial Divide Bart Landry's Black Working Wives is a perceptive analysis that connects the
historical circumstances of Black women to the transformation of modern American family
structures. This is an important contribution which should engage general readers, students, and
public policy leaders and deepen our understanding of the origins and value of the dual career
family.—Darlene Clark Hine, author of Speak Truth to Power Landry blends history, demography,
and contemporary social analysis to illuminate the form and function of African-American families
over time. He does a particularly good job of describing how, decades ago, middle-class black
families prefigured the relatively egalitarian, two-wage earner households that are so common
today. An incisive and rewarding book.—Jacqueline Jones, author of American Work This is first-rate,
engaging, provocative, solid scholarship. I enthusiastically recommend it!—Walter R. Allen,
University of California, Los Angeles Landry has made a significant contribution to an existing body
of literature on the family and race--and, more important, he has advanced a position that is not
present in that literature.—Troy Duster, University of California, Berkeley, and New York University
A very important book that contributes vitally to the small but growing literature on African
American women and their agency in making lives for themselves and their families and in shaping
American society.—Cheryl Townsend Gilkes, Colby College
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