who confirms supreme court nominees

who confirms supreme court nominees is a fundamental question in understanding the checks
and balances embedded in the United States government. This process is crucial because it
determines who will serve on the nation’s highest court, influencing American law and society for
decades. The confirmation of Supreme Court nominees involves multiple branches of government,
primarily the executive and legislative branches. This article explores the roles and procedures
involved in confirming Supreme Court justices, the historical context, and the political dynamics that
shape these confirmations. Additionally, it examines the Senate Judiciary Committee's role and how
the confirmation process has evolved over time. Below is the table of contents outlining the main
sections covered in this comprehensive discussion.

e The Role of the President in Nominating Supreme Court Justices
e The Senate’s Role in Confirming Supreme Court Nominees

e The Senate Judiciary Committee’s Function and Influence

e The Confirmation Process: Hearings, Debates, and Voting

e Historical Context and Notable Supreme Court Confirmations

e Political Considerations and Impact on Confirmation Outcomes

The Role of the President in Nominating Supreme
Court Justices

The process of appointing Supreme Court justices begins with the President of the United States.
The president holds the constitutional authority to nominate candidates for the Supreme Court when
a vacancy arises. This power is granted by Article II, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution, which
authorizes the president to nominate judges to the federal judiciary with the advice and consent of
the Senate. The nomination is a critical executive function, as the president selects nominees based
on factors such as judicial philosophy, professional qualifications, ideological alignment, and
sometimes political considerations. The president’s choice sets the stage for the subsequent
confirmation process and can significantly impact the ideological balance of the Court.

The Senate’s Role in Confirming Supreme Court
Nominees

The United States Senate plays a pivotal role in confirming Supreme Court nominees, as mandated
by the Constitution. After the president submits a nominee, the Senate is responsible for providing
"advice and consent," which means evaluating the nominee’s qualifications and suitability before



approving or rejecting the appointment. This constitutional check ensures that the judiciary remains
independent and that justices reflect a broad consensus. The Senate’s involvement is central to the
confirmation process, as it has the power to either confirm or block a nominee, influencing the
Court's composition and jurisprudence.

The Advice and Consent Clause

The constitutional basis for the Senate’s confirmation role is found in the Advice and Consent
Clause. This clause requires that the president’s judicial nominations receive Senate approval by a
majority vote before the nominee can assume office. The Senate's advice and consent function
serves as a vital check on presidential power, preventing unilateral appointments and promoting
deliberation on the suitability of nominees.

Senate Majority Vote Requirement

To confirm a Supreme Court nominee, the Senate must conduct a vote, and a simple majority is
typically required. Historically, this majority was 51 votes if all 100 senators vote, but procedural
changes such as the elimination of the filibuster for Supreme Court nominations mean that only a
simple majority is necessary. This change has altered the dynamics of confirmation battles, making
party control of the Senate especially crucial.

The Senate Judiciary Committee’s Function and
Influence

The Senate Judiciary Committee is the first body within the Senate to review a Supreme Court
nominee. This committee conducts a thorough examination of the nominee’s background, legal
qualifications, and judicial philosophy. The Judiciary Committee holds confirmation hearings where
the nominee testifies and answers questions posed by senators. These hearings provide a platform
for detailed scrutiny and public transparency. The committee then votes on whether to recommend
the nominee to the full Senate for a confirmation vote.

Pre-Hearing Investigations and Background Checks

Before hearings begin, the Judiciary Committee undertakes extensive background investigations,
including reviewing the nominee’s past rulings, writings, speeches, and financial disclosures. The
FBI often conducts security and background checks to ensure the nominee’s integrity and suitability
for the high court.

Confirmation Hearings

During confirmation hearings, senators question the nominee on constitutional issues, legal
precedents, and personal qualifications. These hearings can be highly contentious, especially for
nominees with controversial records. The hearings also allow interest groups, media, and the public
to engage with the confirmation process.



Committee Vote

After the hearings, the Judiciary Committee votes to send the nominee to the full Senate with a
favorable, unfavorable, or no recommendation. The committee’s recommendation often influences
the Senate’s final decision, although it is not binding.

The Confirmation Process: Hearings, Debates, and
Voting

Once the Judiciary Committee advances the nominee, the full Senate debates the nomination.
Senators may express support or opposition during floor debates, and political negotiations often
take place behind the scenes. The culmination of the process is the Senate vote, which determines
whether the nominee is confirmed to the Supreme Court.

Senate Floor Debate

The Senate engages in debate on the nominee, where individual senators may speak for or against
the confirmation. Debate length and procedures can vary depending on Senate rules and political
considerations.

Filibuster and Cloture

Historically, a filibuster could be used to delay or block a Supreme Court nominee by extending
debate indefinitely. To overcome a filibuster, the Senate could invoke cloture, requiring a
supermajority vote of 60 senators. However, in recent years, the Senate eliminated the filibuster for
Supreme Court nominations, streamlining the confirmation process and requiring only a simple
majority vote for cloture and final confirmation.

Final Senate Vote

The final vote is conducted by the entire Senate. If the nominee receives a majority vote, they are
confirmed and subsequently sworn in as a Supreme Court justice. If the nominee fails to secure a
majority, the nomination is rejected, and the president must submit a new candidate.

Historical Context and Notable Supreme Court
Confirmations

The confirmation process for Supreme Court nominees has evolved significantly over the history of
the United States. Early confirmations were often swift and uncontroversial, but in recent decades,
the process has become increasingly politicized and scrutinized. Several nominations have become
landmark events due to contentious hearings and narrow votes.



Examples of Controversial Confirmations

¢ Brett Kavanaugh (2018): Faced intense scrutiny and allegations during confirmation,
leading to a narrowly divided Senate vote.

e Anthony Kennedy (1988): Confirmed with bipartisan support but became a pivotal swing
vote on the Court.

¢ Robert Bork (1987): Nomination rejected by the Senate amid significant ideological
opposition.

Evolution of the Confirmation Process

Over time, the role of media coverage, public opinion, and political partisanship has transformed the
confirmation process from a relatively routine matter to a highly strategic and publicized battle. This
shift underscores the importance of who confirms Supreme Court nominees and how the Senate’s
role has expanded in influence and visibility.

Political Considerations and Impact on Confirmation
Outcomes

Political factors play a crucial role in who confirms Supreme Court nominees and the ultimate
outcome of confirmation votes. Party control of the Senate often determines whether a nominee can
be confirmed, especially in closely divided chambers. Senators may consider ideological alignment,
constituent interests, and the broader political climate when voting on nominees.

Partisan Dynamics

Senators frequently vote along party lines during Supreme Court confirmations, reflecting broader
political and ideological battles. A nominee’s perceived political stance often influences the degree
of opposition or support they receive.

Impact of Public Opinion and Interest Groups

Public opinion and lobbying by interest groups can influence senators’ decisions. Advocacy
organizations, legal associations, and grassroots campaigns often mobilize to support or oppose
nominees, adding layers of complexity to the confirmation process.

Senate Composition and Timing

The timing of a nomination relative to election cycles and the composition of the Senate can



dramatically affect confirmation prospects. For example, nominations made during a president’s first
term with a supportive Senate majority tend to have smoother confirmations than those made during
divided government or election years.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is responsible for confirming Supreme Court nominees in
the United States?

The United States Senate is responsible for confirming Supreme Court nominees.

What is the confirmation process for Supreme Court
nominees?

After the President nominates a candidate, the Senate Judiciary Committee holds hearings to
evaluate the nominee, followed by a committee vote. If approved, the full Senate votes to confirm or
reject the nominee.

Does the President have the final say in appointing Supreme
Court justices?

No, the President nominates Supreme Court justices, but the appointment must be confirmed by the
Senate to take effect.

Can the Senate reject a Supreme Court nominee?

Yes, the Senate can reject a Supreme Court nominee by voting against their confirmation.

Are there any qualifications required for Supreme Court
nominees before confirmation?

There are no specific constitutional qualifications for Supreme Court nominees, but the Senate
considers the nominee's legal experience, judicial philosophy, and background during the
confirmation process.

Additional Resources

1. The Senate's Role in Confirming Supreme Court Justices

This book provides an in-depth analysis of the Senate's constitutional responsibility to confirm
Supreme Court nominees. It explores historical precedents, key confirmation battles, and the
political dynamics that shape the process. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of how the
Senate influences the judiciary.

2. Judicial Appointments and the Confirmation Process



Focusing on the nomination and confirmation of federal judges, this volume examines the
procedures, criteria, and political considerations involved. It highlights landmark Supreme Court
confirmation hearings and the evolving standards over time. The book offers insights into the
balance of powers between the Executive and Legislative branches.

3. Confirming Justices: Politics and Power in the Supreme Court Nomination Process

This title delves into the political strategies employed by presidents and senators during Supreme
Court nominations. It discusses the impact of ideology, public opinion, and media coverage on
confirmation outcomes. The book also covers controversial nominations and their long-term
implications.

4. The Supreme Court Confirmation Wars

Detailing some of the most contentious confirmation battles in U.S. history, this book sheds light on
the escalating partisanship surrounding Supreme Court nominees. It narrates the stories of
nominees who faced fierce opposition and how those conflicts influenced the Court's composition.
The work provides a historical context for current confirmation debates.

5. Senate Confirmation and the Judiciary: Checks and Balances in Action

This book explores the constitutional framework that gives the Senate authority to confirm judicial
nominees, emphasizing the system of checks and balances. It reviews key Senate rules, committee
hearings, and voting procedures. The author also discusses the implications of confirmations on
judicial independence.

6. From Nomination to Confirmation: The Journey of Supreme Court Justices

This narrative traces the entire confirmation journey of recent Supreme Court justices, highlighting
personal stories, political challenges, and Senate deliberations. It provides an accessible overview of
the confirmation timeline and the factors influencing each stage. The book appeals to readers
interested in the human and procedural aspects of confirmations.

7. The Confirmation Process: Constitutional Foundations and Contemporary Challenges

Offering a scholarly perspective, this book examines the constitutional basis for Senate confirmation
and how modern political realities have affected the process. It discusses controversies such as
filibusters, blue slips, and the role of interest groups. The analysis helps readers understand ongoing
debates about reforming confirmation procedures.

8. Checks on the Court: The Senate’s Influence Over Supreme Court Appointments

This work investigates how the Senate exercises its power to shape the Supreme Court through
confirmation hearings and votes. It includes case studies of influential senators and their roles in
shaping the Court. The book also considers how confirmation battles reflect broader political and
social trends.

9. Confirming the Court: The Politics Behind Supreme Court Nominations

This book explores the intersection of politics and law in the confirmation of Supreme Court justices.
It covers the nomination strategies of presidents, the opposition tactics in the Senate, and the role of
public opinion. The author provides a detailed account of how political maneuvering affects the
highest court in the land.
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who confirms supreme court nominees: The Path to and From the Supreme Court
Kermit L. Hall, 2018-12-07 Available as a single volume or part of the 10 volume set Supreme Court
in American Society

who confirms supreme court nominees: The Oxford Handbook of U.S. Judicial Behavior
Lee Epstein, Stefanie A. Lindquist, 2017 The Oxford Handbook of U.S. Judicial Behavior offers
readers a comprehensive introduction and analysis of research regarding decision making by judges
serving on federal and state courts in the U.S. Featuring contributions from leading scholars in the
field, the Handbook describes and explains how the courts' political and social context, formal
institutional structures, and informal norms affect judicial decision making. The Handbook also
explores the impact of judges' personal attributes and preferences, as well as prevailing legal
doctrine, influence, and shape case outcomes in state and federal courts. The volume also proposes
avenues for future research in the various topics addressed throughout the book. Consultant Editor
for The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics George C. Edwards III.

who confirms supreme court nominees: Judicial Nomination and Confirmation Process
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Administrative
Oversight and the Courts, 2002

who confirms supreme court nominees: The Selling of Supreme Court Nominees John
Anthony Maltese, 1995 In The Selling of Supreme Court Nominees, Maltese traces the evolution of
the contentious and controversial confirmation process awaiting today's nominees to the nation's
highest court. His story begins in the second half of the nineteenth century, when social and
technological changes led to the rise of organized interest groups. Despite occasional victories,
Maltese explains, structural factors limited the influence of such groups well into this century. Until
1913, senators were not popularly elected but chosen by state legislatures, undermining the potent
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threat of electoral retaliation that interest groups now enjoy. And until Senate rules changed in
1929, consideration of Supreme Court nominees took place in almost absolute secrecy. Floor
debates and the final Senate vote usually took place in executive session. Even if interest groups
could retaliate against senators, they often did not know whom to retaliate against.

who confirms supreme court nominees: Ghosts of Nominations Past United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight and the
Courts, 2003

who confirms supreme court nominees: The Political Voices of Generation Z Laurie Rice,
Kenneth Moffett, 2021-09-27 This book explores political expression of members of Generation Z old
enough to vote in 2018 and 2020 on issues and movements including MeToo, Supreme Court
nominations, March for Our Lives, immigration and family separation, and Black Lives Matter. Since
generational dividing lines blur, we study 18 to 25-year-olds, capturing the oldest members of
Generation Z along with the youngest Millennials. They share similarities both in their place in the
life cycle and experiences of potentially defining events. Through examining some movements led by
young adults and others led by older generations, as well as issues with varying salience, core
theories are tested in multiple contexts, showing that when young adults protest or post about
movements they align with, they become mobilized to participate in other ways, too, including
contacting elected officials, which heightens the likelihood of their voices being heard in the halls of
power.Perfect for students and courses in a variety of departments at all levels, the book is also
aimed at readers curious about contemporary events and emerging political actors.

who confirms supreme court nominees: Seeking Justices Michael Comiskey, 2004 In the
long shadows cast by the Robert Bork and Clarence Thomas nominations, Supreme Court
confirmations remain highly contentious and controversial. This is due in part to the Senate's
increasing reliance upon a much lengthier, much more public, and occasionally raucous
confirmation process—in an effort to curb the potential excesses of executive power created by
presidents seeking greater control over the Court's ideological composition. Michael Comiskey offers
the most comprehensive, systematic, and optimistic analysis of that process to date. Arguing that the
process works well and therefore should not be significantly altered, Comiskey convincingly
counters those critics who view highly contentious confirmation proceedings as the norm. Senators
have every right and a real obligation, he contends, to scrutinize the nominees' constitutional
philosophies. He further argues that the media coverage of the Senate's deliberations has worked to
improve the level of such scrutiny and that recent presidents have neither exerted excessive
influence on the appointment process nor created a politically extreme Court. He also examines the
ongoing concern over presidential efforts to pack the court, concluding that stacking the ideological
deck is unlikely. As an exception to the rule, Comiskey analyzes in depth the Thomas confirmation to
explain why it was an aberration, offering the most detailed account yet of Thomas's pre-judicial
professional and political activities. He argues that the Senate Judiciary Committee abdicated its
responsibilities out of deference to Thomas's race. Another of the book's unique features is
Comiskey's reassessment of the reputations of twentieth-century Supreme Court justices. Based on a
survey of nearly 300 scholars in constitutional law and politics, it shows that the modern
confirmation process continues to fill Court vacancies with jurists as capable as those of earlier eras.
We have now seen the longest period without a turnover on the Court since the early nineteenth
century, making inevitable the appointment of several new justices following the 2004 presidential
election. Thus, the timing of the publication of Seeking Justices could not be more propitious.

who confirms supreme court nominees: Nomination of Robert H. Bork to be Associate Justice
of the United States Supreme Court United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary,
1987

who confirms supreme court nominees: Routledge Handbook of Judicial Behavior Robert M.
Howard, Kirk A. Randazzo, 2017-10-02 Interest in social science and empirical analyses of law,
courts and specifically the politics of judges has never been higher or more salient. Consequently,
there is a strong need for theoretical work on the research that focuses on courts, judges and the




judicial process. The Routledge Handbook of Judicial Behavior provides the most up to date
examination of scholarship across the entire spectrum of judicial politics and behavior, written by a
combination of currently prominent scholars and the emergent next generation of researchers.
Unlike almost all other volumes, this Handbook examines judicial behavior from both an American
and Comparative perspective. Part 1 provides a broad overview of the dominant Theoretical and
Methodological perspectives used to examine and understand judicial behavior, Part 2 offers an
in-depth analysis of the various current scholarly areas examining the U.S. Supreme Court, Part 3
moves from the Supreme Court to examining other U.S. federal and state courts, and Part 4 presents
a comprehensive overview of Comparative Judicial Politics and Transnational Courts. Each author in
this volume provides perspectives on the most current methodological and substantive approaches
in their respective areas, along with suggestions for future research. The chapters contained within
will generate additional scholarly and public interest by focusing on topics most salient to the
academic, legal and policy communities.

who confirms supreme court nominees: The 2020 Presidential Election Luke Perry,
2022-01-05 This book adopts a regional approach to understanding 2020 presidential election
outcomes, taking into account the tribalism that has come to define contemporary US politics and
building a path to 270 Electoral College votes. The authors employ qualitative and quantitative
methods to examine electoral outcomes in the Midwest, Southwest, Southeast, and Northeast,
enriching contextual understandings of the national results and illuminating nuances in public
opinion, voter behavior, and party politics. From this foundation, the book offers a comprehensive
assessment of prominent issues in the 2020 campaign, which fundamentally shaped and reshaped
the nature of the election. Scholars examine seven key issues, including multiple crises that unfolded
during the campaign, to understand how these issues affected public opinion and the 2020
campaign.

who confirms supreme court nominees: The Enduring Democracy Kenneth J. Dautrich,
David A. Yalof, Christina E. Bejarano, 2023-02-21 How can our history provide us with a roadmap to
the future? The Enduring Democracy offers the essentials of American government with a focus on
placing current issues and controversies into a historical perspective. By looking back, students can
use the context of our country to understand that the troubles we face are often newer versions of
past dilemmas. This allows them to tap into those lessons learned to identify, understand, and even
provide solutions to today’s challenges. One modernizing force to all this comparison is the rapidly
changing demographics in our population that asks us to reconsider many aspects of American
political behavior and how that will influence both the present and future. The Seventh Edition
frames the 2022 midterm elections from the perspective of what they mean to students, so that they
can see the relevance of American government in their daily lives. This title is accompanied by a
complete teaching and learning package. Contact your SAGE representative to request a demo.
Learning Platform / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive learning platform that integrates
quality SAGE textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded assessments to
drive student engagement and ensure accountability. Unparalleled in its ease of use and built for
dynamic teaching and learning, Vantage offers customizable LMS integration and best-in-class
support. It’s a learning platform you, and your students, will actually love. Learn more. Assignable
Video with Assessment Assignable video (available in SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives
and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. Watch a sample video now. LMS
Cartridge: Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning management system
(LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this
title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site. Learn more.

who confirms supreme court nominees: The United States Senate, a Historical Bibliography
Richard A. Baker, United States. Congress. Senate. Historical Office, 1977

who confirms supreme court nominees: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1992 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United
States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began




publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
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practice with 3 full-length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam
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who confirms supreme court nominees: American Politics and the African American
Quest for Universal Freedom Hanes Walton, Jr, 2020-12-30 This dynamic and comprehensive text
from nationally renowned scholars continues to demonstrate the profound influence African
Americans have had—and continue to have—on American politics. Using two interrelated
themes—the idea of universal freedom and the concept of minority-majority coalitions—the text
demonstrates how the presence of Africans in the United States affected the founding of the
Republic and its political institutions and processes. The authors show that through the quest for
their own freedom in the United States, African Americans have universalized and expanded the
freedoms of all Americans. New to the Ninth Edition * Updated sections on intersectionality, dealing
with issues of race and gender. ¢« Updated section on African American music, to include the role of
Hip Hop. ¢ Updated sections on mass media coverage of African Americans and the African
American celebrity impact on politics, adding new mention of the CROWN Act and the politics of
Black hair. « Updated section on the Black Lives Matter movement, adding a new section on the Me
Too movement. ¢ Updated sections on African Americans in Congress, with a new mention of the
Squad. * Updated voting behavior through the 2020 elections, connecting the Obama years with the
new administration. ¢ A comparison of the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections. ¢ A discussion of
the way in which race contributes to the polarization of American politics in the 2020 presidential
campaign. * An analysis of the racial attitudes of President Trump, and the institutionally racist
policies of his administrations. * Updated chapter on state and local politics, including a new section
on state executive offices and Black mayors. * Updated sections on material well-being indicators,
adding a new section on the coronavirus pandemic and the Black community. ¢ The first overall
assessment of the Obama administration in relation to domestic and foreign policy and racial
politics.
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Helsingin nahtavyydet - 14 ikisuosikkia aikuisille ja lapsille Jos haluat nahda Helsingin
suosituimmat nahtavyydet, tulee suunnaksi ottaa nama 14 kohdetta. 1. Helsingin Tuomiokirkko.
Senaatintorin laidalla oleva Tuomiokirkko on yksi Suomen

THE 10 BEST Restaurants in Helsinki Best Dining in Helsinki, Uusimaa: See 96,668 Tripadvisor
traveler reviews of 2,055 Helsinki restaurants and search by cuisine, price, location, and more
Helsingin nahtavyydet: hienoimmat kokemukset Helsingissa Mita olisi Helsinki ilman
kaupungin tunnetuinta nahtavyytta, Helsingin tuomiokirkkoa? Kaunis ja historiallisesti merkittava
tuomiokirkko on monelle koko Helsingin symboli. Kirkko on osa

Uusimaa - Wikipedia It borders the regions of Southwest Finland, Kanta-Hame, Paijat-Hame, and
Kymenlaakso. Finland's capital and largest city, Helsinki, along with the surrounding metropolitan
area, are

Helsinki-Uusimaa Region - Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council Nearly half of all travellers to
Finland come to Helsinki-Uusimaa. Apart from the only metropolitan area in our nation, we have
small towns, villages, sparsely settled rural areas

Helsinki Kymmenien tuhansien tuotteiden valikoima ja asiantuntevat myyjat tekevat Verkkiksesta
Helsingin parhaan ostopaikan viihde-elektroniikasta urheilutuotteisiin, leluihin, musiikkisoittimiin,
Escorts in Billings, Montana - Skip the Games Find Escorts and adult providers and
entertainers in Billings, Montana. Listings updated constantly. Skip the games. Get satisfaction
Billings escorts | : Find independent escorts Browse verified escorts in Billings, Montana,
United States! Search by price, age, location and more to find the perfect companion for you!
Billings Escorts | Adult Classifieds on ListCrawler 3 days ago Browse Reviews, Pics & Videos
for Call Girls & Massage in Billings MT. NEW POSTS BY THE MINUTE

Billings Escorts Billings MT Female Escort Ads Find verified Escorts escorts in Billings,
backpage escorts, massage, gfe and independent escorts in Billings, new listings and verified escort
reviews

Billings Escorts Female Escort & Call Girls in - Find hot Billings escorts, female escorts and call
girls offering their services in Billings, Montana

Billings escorts - Real photo [] Prices [] Reviews [] Beautiful independent escort girls in Billings.
Best: sex, escorts and erotic massage in Billings

Billings, Montana Casual Encounters | Escorts, Body Rubs 4 days ago Browse Billings,
Montana sex ads including escorts, erotic body rubs, fetish services, and trans encounters. Find real
casual sex listings free and fast

Billings Escorts - Billings Female Escorts - Female Escorts Find Billings escorts, Billings
female escorts, female escorts in Billings, new listings posted daily, including pics, prices, reviews
and extra search filters



Billings Female Escorts: Free Classified Ads for Montana There are plenty of Billings escorts
available right now: all of them have advertised here and they want you to reach out for a great
time. Skip the other places that won't give you what you

Meet 65 Escorts in Billings, Montana | 65 premium escorts available in Billings, Montana. Find
the perfect companion through WinkNKink'’s trusted directory. Safe, discreet, and exciting
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Senate GOP confirms first group of Trump nominees after changing rules (12don MSN)
Senate Republicans confirmed four dozen of President Trump’s nominees Thursday, the first tranche
of his stalled choices to get over the finish line after the GOP changed the chamber’s rules last
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