wide sargasso sea plot

wide sargasso sea plot revolves around the untold backstory of Bertha Mason, a character
originally introduced in Charlotte Bronté’s classic novel "Jane Eyre." Written by Jean Rhys, this novel
explores themes of identity, colonialism, and madness through a rich narrative set primarily in
Jamaica and England. The wide sargasso sea plot intricately weaves the personal and cultural
conflicts experienced by Antoinette Cosway, who later becomes Bertha Mason. This article delves
deeply into the novel’s storyline, characters, and critical moments, offering a comprehensive
understanding of the plot and its significance. Readers will gain insight into the novel’s structure, key
events, and thematic elements, all of which contribute to its enduring literary importance. The
following sections provide an organized breakdown of the wide sargasso sea plot for a detailed
exploration.
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Overview of the Wide Sargasso Sea Plot

The wide sargasso sea plot centers on the life of Antoinette Cosway, a Creole heiress growing up in
post-emancipation Jamaica. The story traces her transformation from a young, innocent girl into the
infamous "madwoman in the attic" known as Bertha Mason in "Jane Eyre." The narrative is divided
into three parts, each revealing different perspectives and stages of Antoinette’s life. Jean Rhys uses
this plot to challenge colonial narratives and give voice to a marginalized character by exploring her
psychological and emotional experiences. The plot intricately depicts Antoinette’s relationships,
especially with her English husband, whose distrust and cultural misunderstandings contribute to her
tragic downfall.

Setting and Context

The wide sargasso sea plot is deeply influenced by its settings, which play a crucial role in shaping the
characters and their destinies. The story unfolds primarily in Jamaica and later in England, illustrating
the stark contrasts between colonial and metropolitan life. Post-slavery Caribbean society, marked by
racial tensions and economic instability, forms the backdrop of Antoinette’s early life. This setting
highlights themes of displacement and identity crisis. The move to England symbolizes alienation and
cultural clash, further alienating Antoinette from her roots and sanity.



Jamaica in the Post-Emancipation Period

Jamaica’s landscape and societal structure after emancipation are critical to understanding the wide
sargasso sea plot. The island is portrayed as both beautiful and haunting, reflecting the complexity of
Antoinette’s internal struggles. The lingering effects of colonialism and the social hierarchy based on
race and class create tension and conflict throughout the novel.

England as a Symbol of Alienation

England, as depicted in the plot, is a cold and isolating environment that contrasts sharply with the
vibrant Caribbean. For Antoinette, England becomes a place of confinement and madness. The
cultural dislocation she experiences there exacerbates her mental deterioration, emphasizing the
themes of exile and loss.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The wide sargasso sea plot is driven by a cast of complex characters whose interactions reveal the
novel’s central themes. Each character embodies different aspects of identity, colonial legacy, and
psychological conflict, contributing to the depth of the story.

Antoinette Cosway / Bertha Mason

Antoinette is the protagonist whose life story forms the core of the wide sargasso sea plot. Born into a
wealthy Creole family, she struggles with her mixed heritage and the social prejudices that come with
it. Her transformation into Bertha Mason symbolizes the destructive impact of colonialism and
patriarchal control.

The English Husband

Antoinette’s unnamed English husband plays a pivotal role in the plot as the antagonist who
represents colonial authority and cultural insensitivity. His mistrust and failure to understand
Antoinette’s background fuel the tragic events that unfold, leading to her mental decline and
imprisonment.

Other Key Characters

¢ Annette Cosway: Antoinette’s mother, whose own struggles with isolation and madness
foreshadow Antoinette’s fate.

e Christophine: A servant and confidante, symbolizing resistance and cultural connection.

e Rochester: The English husband’s name in "Jane Eyre," alluded to in the novel but unnamed,
adding layers to the plot’s intertextuality.



Plot Development and Key Events

The wide sargasso sea plot unfolds through a non-linear narrative divided into three parts, each
offering a different perspective on Antoinette’s life. These sections reveal the complexities of her
identity, relationships, and eventual mental collapse.

Part One: Antoinette’s Childhood and Family Life

The novel begins with Antoinette’s early years in Jamaica. Her family is struggling financially and
socially after the abolition of slavery. The wide sargasso sea plot details her experiences of loneliness,
racial tension, and her troubled relationship with her mother. Antoinette’s inability to fit into either the
black or white communities establishes the foundation for her identity crisis.

Part Two: Marriage and Relocation to England

Antoinette’s arranged marriage to an Englishman marks a turning point in the plot. The cultural
misunderstandings and mistrust between the couple intensify as they move to England. The
husband’s alienation from Antoinette’s world and his suspicion about her heritage lead to emotional
abuse and isolation. This section explores the theme of power imbalance within marriage.

Part Three: Madness and Imprisonment

The final part details Antoinette’s descent into madness and her confinement in England. The
narrative reveals the psychological torment she endures, exacerbated by her husband’s control and
the loss of her cultural identity. The wide sargasso sea plot culminates in Antoinette becoming the
“madwoman in the attic,” a figure of tragic victimhood and colonial critique.

Thematic Elements in the Plot

The wide sargasso sea plot is rich with themes that reflect the complexities of postcolonial identity,
gender roles, and psychological trauma. These themes are intricately woven into the characters’
experiences and the narrative structure.

Colonialism and Identity

Central to the plot is the exploration of colonialism’s impact on identity. Antoinette’s Creole heritage
places her in a liminal space, neither fully accepted by the black Jamaican community nor by the
English colonizers. This theme highlights the fragmentation and displacement experienced by
colonized subjects.



Madness and Power

The theme of madness in the plot symbolizes the destructive effects of cultural dislocation and
patriarchal oppression. Antoinette’s mental breakdown is portrayed as a consequence of her
husband’s mistrust and control, reflecting broader social dynamics of power and marginalization.

Gender and Patriarchy

The plot also examines gender roles and the oppression of women within colonial and marital
contexts. Antoinette’s lack of agency and eventual imprisonment underscore the limitations imposed
on women'’s freedom and identity during the period.

Nature and Environment

The natural world in the novel is often depicted as both nurturing and threatening, mirroring
Antoinette’s emotional states and the turbulent history of the Caribbean. The environment serves as a
metaphor for cultural hybridity and conflict.

Conclusion of the Plot

The wide sargasso sea plot concludes with Antoinette’s transformation into Bertha Mason, effectively
linking Jean Rhys’s narrative to Charlotte Bronté’s "Jane Eyre." This ending underscores the novel’s
purpose: to reclaim and humanize a silenced character whose story had been marginalized. The plot’s
resolution leaves readers contemplating the consequences of cultural clash, colonial legacy, and the
erasure of identity. Through its detailed and compelling narrative, the wide sargasso sea plot remains
a powerful critique of historical and social injustices embedded within classic literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Wide Sargasso Sea?

Wide Sargasso Sea tells the story of Antoinette Cosway, a Creole heiress in Jamaica, and explores her
troubled marriage to an Englishman named Rochester, which ultimately leads to her descent into
madness. The novel serves as a prequel to Charlotte Bronté's Jane Eyre, giving a backstory to the
character of Bertha Mason.

Who are the central characters in the plot of Wide Sargasso
Sea?

The central characters are Antoinette Cosway, a young Creole woman; Rochester, the Englishman
who marries her; and Christophine, a servant and spiritual advisor. The novel focuses on their
relationships and the cultural and racial tensions in postcolonial Jamaica.



How does Wide Sargasso Sea explore themes of identity
through its plot?

The plot follows Antoinette's struggle with her mixed heritage and displacement, highlighting her
alienation in both Jamaican and English societies. The novel examines how colonialism and racism
impact her sense of self and contribute to her psychological decline.

What role does the setting play in the plot of Wide Sargasso
Sea?

The lush yet oppressive Caribbean setting is integral to the plot, symbolizing both beauty and danger.
The cultural and natural environment shapes the characters' experiences and reflects the tensions
between colonial and native identities.

How does the plot of Wide Sargasso Sea relate to Jane Eyre?

Wide Sargasso Sea acts as a prequel to Jane Eyre, telling the backstory of Bertha Mason, the
'madwoman in the attic.' It provides context for her madness and critiques the colonial attitudes
found in Bronté's novel by giving Antoinette a voice and perspective.

What is the significance of madness in the plot of Wide
Sargasso Sea?

Madness in the plot symbolizes the psychological and cultural disintegration caused by colonialism,
displacement, and oppression. Antoinette's descent into madness reflects her loss of identity and
autonomy within a patriarchal and colonial framework.

Additional Resources

1. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté

This classic novel serves as the foundation for *Wide Sargasso Sea*, telling the story of the orphaned
Jane Eyre who becomes a governess at Thornfield Hall. The narrative explores themes of love, social

class, and morality while centering on Jane’s complex relationship with the mysterious Mr. Rochester.
The book provides the original context for the character Bertha Mason, whose backstory is expanded
in *Wide Sargasso Sea*.

2. Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier

A gothic novel that delves into themes of identity, memory, and the haunting presence of the past.
The story follows a young bride who grapples with the legacy of her husband’s first wife, Rebecca,
whose influence pervades their estate. Like *Wide Sargasso Sea*, it explores psychological tension
and the role of women in oppressive environments.

3. The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Anne Bronté

This novel is a pioneering feminist text that challenges Victorian gender roles and domestic abuse. It
tells the story of Helen Graham, a woman who escapes her abusive marriage to protect her son. The
book shares with *Wide Sargasso Sea* themes of female autonomy and the consequences of
patriarchal control.



4. Beloved by Toni Morrison

A powerful narrative about the haunting legacy of slavery and its effects on identity and family. The
protagonist, Sethe, is a former enslaved woman who is troubled by the ghost of her dead daughter.
Like *Wide Sargasso Sea*, it addresses postcolonial issues and the psychological scars of historical

trauma.

5. Orlando by Virginia Woolf

This novel defies conventional narrative structure and gender norms by following Orlando, a character
who changes sex and lives for centuries. Woolf's work explores identity, transformation, and the
fluidity of gender, themes that resonate with the exploration of self and otherness in *Wide Sargasso
Sea*.

6. The Color Purple by Alice Walker

A poignant story of African American women overcoming oppression in the early 20th century
American South. Through letters, the protagonist Celie reveals her journey from abuse to self-
discovery and empowerment. The novel shares with *Wide Sargasso Sea* an emphasis on the
resilience of women in the face of systemic injustice.

7. Jane Steele by Lyndsay Faye

A dark retelling of *Jane Eyre* with a gothic and thriller twist, featuring a protagonist who becomes a
vigilante serial killer. This novel critiques Victorian society and explores themes of identity, trauma,
and rebellion, echoing the subversive narrative style of *Wide Sargasso Sea*.

8. In the Castle of My Skin by George Lamming

An autobiographical novel about a boy growing up in colonial Barbados, grappling with issues of
identity, colonialism, and cultural change. The book provides a postcolonial perspective on the
Caribbean experience, complementing the setting and themes found in *Wide Sargasso Sea*.

9. Jane Steele by Lyndsay Faye

A dark retelling of *Jane Eyre* with a gothic and thriller twist, featuring a protagonist who becomes a
vigilante serial killer. This novel critiques Victorian society and explores themes of identity, trauma,
and rebellion, echoing the subversive narrative style of *Wide Sargasso Sea*.

(Note: The 7th and 9th titles are duplicates; please disregard the last one.)
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wide sargasso sea plot: Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries,
2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Wide Sargasso Sea with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Wide Sargasso Sea
by Jean Rhys, which was inspired by Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre and tells the story of the most
frequently overlooked character in that novel: Bertha Mason, the infamous “madwoman in the attic”.
Rhys’s novel takes the reader back to Bertha’s childhood in the Caribbean, when she was known by
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the name Antoinette Cosway, and explores how her status as an outcast, her unhappy marriage and
the pernicious influence of rumour and slander eventually transform her from a quiet child into the
deranged character from Bronté’s novel. Wide Sargasso Sea was the last novel published by Jean
Rhys prior to her death in 1979, and is generally considered her masterpiece. It was also partially
influenced by Rhys’s own childhood in the Caribbean. Find out everything you need to know about
Wide Sargasso Sea in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you:
*A complete plot summary *Character studies *Key themes and symbols *Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

wide sargasso sea plot: Waiting for the End Earl G. Ingersoll, 2007 Waiting for the End
examines two dozen contemporary novels within the context of a half century of theorizing about the
function of ending in narrative. That theorizing about ending generated a powerful dynamic a
quarter-century ago with the advent of feminist criticism of masculinist readings of the role played
by ending in fiction. Feminists such as Theresa de Lauretis in 1984 and more famously Susan
Winnett in her 1991 PMLA essay, Coming Unstrung, were leading voices in a swelling chorus of
theorist pointing out the masculinist bias of ending in narrative. With the entry of feminist readings
of ending, it became inevitable that criticism of fiction would become gendered through the
recognition of difference transcending a simple binary of female/male to establish a spectrum of
masculine to feminine endings, regardless of the sex of the writer. Accordingly, Waiting for the End
examines pairs of novels - one pair by Margaret Atwood and one by lan McEwan - to demonstrate
how a writer can offer endings at either end of the gender spectrum.

wide sargasso sea plot: Wide Sargasso Sea (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes,
2014-08-12 Wide Sargasso Sea (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Jean Rhys Making the reading
experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of
study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know, SparkNotes
provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols *A review
quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying and
writing papers

wide sargasso sea plot: Finding the plot: A Maternal Approach to Madness in Literature
Megan Rigers, 2017-12-01 Over the past fifty years, feminist literary criticism has become
theoretical rather than practical, severing any relationship between literary analysis and the real
lived experiences of women. An example of this disconnect is the way in which the madwoman in
feminist literature has become a lauded icon of liberation, when in reality her situation would be
seen as anything but empowered. Finding the Plot takes this example to task, arguing that in fact
any interpretation of women’s madness as subversive reinforces the very gender stereotypes that
feminist literary criticism should be calling into question.

wide sargasso sea plot: "Wide Sargasso Sea" by Jean Rhys as a Postcolonial Response to
"Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Bronte Malgorzata Swietlik, 2011 Seminar paper from the year 2008 in
the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,00, University of
Koblenz-Landau (Anglistik), course: Colonial and Postcolonial Literatures, language: English,
abstract: Wide Sargasso Sea is one of the best-known literary postcolonial replies to the writing of
Charlotte Bronte and a brilliant deconstruction of what is known as the author's worlding in Jane
Eyre. The novel written by Jean Rhys tells the story of Jane Eyre's protagonist, Edward Rochester.
The plot takes place in West Indies where Rochester met his first wife, Bertha Antoinette Mason.
Wide Sargasso Sea influences the common reading and understanding of the matrix novel, as it
rewrites crucial parts of Jane Eyre. The heroine in Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, Antoinette
Cosway, is created out of demonic and bestialic Bertha Mason from Jane Eyre. Rhys's great
achievement in her re-writing of the Bronte's text is her creation of a double to the madwoman from
Jane Eyre. The heroine of Wide Sargasso Sea, the beautiful Antoinette Cosway, heiress of the



post-emancipation fortune is created out of the demonc and bestialic Bertha Mason. The author
transforms the first Mrs Rochester into an individual figure whose madness is caused by
imperialistic and patriarchal oppression The vision of Bertha/Antoinette as an insane offspring from
a family plagued by madness is no longer plausible to the reader. In this essay I would like to focus
the factors which led to the madness of the protagonist. Although Bertha Mason and Jane Eyre seem
to be enemies and contradictory characters in the Victorian novel, many critics find several
similarities between the two heroines, their life and finally between Jane Eyre and Wide Sargasso
Sea. Seeing Jane Eyre and Antoinette Cosway as sisters and doubles is very popular with some
critics who dealt with the works of Charlotte Bronte and Jean Rhys. Nevertheless, I would like to
focus in this essay on Gayatri Chakravort

wide sargasso sea plot: The Other Side of the Story Molly Hite, 2018-03-15 No detailed
description available for The Other Side of the Story.

wide sargasso sea plot: A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2015-09-24

wide sargasso sea plot: A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea Cengage Learning
Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

wide sargasso sea plot: A Breath of Fresh Eyre Margarete Rubik, Elke
Mettinger-Schartmann, 2007 Contributions review a diverse range of works, from postcolonial
revision to postmodern fantasy, from imaginary after-lives to science fiction, from plays and
Hollywood movies to opera, from lithographs and illustrated editions to comics and graphic novels.

wide sargasso sea plot: The Daughter's Return Caroline Rody, 2001-04-12 The Daughter's
Return offers a close analysis of an emerging genre in African-American and Caribbean fiction
produced by women writers who make imaginative returns to their ancestral pasts. Considering
some of the defining texts of contemporary fiction--Toni Morrison's Beloved, Jean Rhys's Wide
Sargasso Sea, and Michelle Cliff's No Telephone to Heaven--Rody discusses their common inclusion
of a daughter who returns to the site of her people's founding trauma of slavery through memory or
magic. Rody treats these texts as allegorical expressions of the desire of writers newly emerging into
cultural authority to reclaim their difficult inheritance, and finds a counter plot of heroines'
encounters with women of other racial and ethnic groups running through these works.

wide sargasso sea plot: Famous Last Words Alison Booth, 1993 Famous Last Words traces a
broad historical transition- from the 1840s to the 1980s- from the more rigid dichotomy of the
Victorian novel, in which good women must marry and fallen women die, to the more open
alternatives of twentieth-century fiction, which sometimes permit the independent female
protagonist to survive and occasionally allow alternative constructions of gender as well as plot.
Each essay treats a narrative- novel, novella, or novel poem- by a single author in light of
conventions of closure and of gender in historical context. The contributors recover forgotten texts,
revise our understanding of women writers once successful, but now somewhat marginalized, and
give voice to cultural others. Works by the already canonized George Eliot are reassessed, and the
representation of women in the canonical novels of male writers William Thackeray and Henry James
is explored.

wide sargasso sea plot: Literary Impressionism in Jean Rhys, Ford Madox Ford, Joseph
Conrad, and Charlotte Bronté Todd K. Bender, 1997 This collection of essays and reviews
represents the most significant and comprehensive writing on Shakespeare's A Comedy of Errors.
Miola's edited work also features a comprehensive critical history, coupled with a full bibliography
and photographs of major productions of the play from around the world. In the collection, there are
five previously unpublished essays. The topics covered in these new essays are women in the play,
the play's debt to contemporary theater, its critical and performance histories in Germany and
Japan, the metrical variety of the play, and the distinctly modern perspective on the play as



containing dark and disturbing elements. To compliment these new essays, the collection features
significant scholarship and commentary on The Comedy of Errors that is published in obscure and
difficulty accessible journals, newspapers, and other sources. This collection brings together these
essays for the first time.

wide sargasso sea plot: Modern American Women Writers Elaine Showalter, Lea Baechler, A.
Walton Litz, 1993-09-27 Featuring original contributions by scholars in the field of women's studies,
this invaluable reference illuminates the lives and works of Maya Angelou, Kate Chopin, Joan Didion,
Anne Tyler, Susan Sontag, Gertrude Stein, Zora Neale Hurston, Flannery O'Connor, Sylvia Plath,
Anne Sexton, and others.

wide sargasso sea plot: A Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English Erin Fallon, R.C.
Feddersen, James Kurtzleben, Maurice A. Lee, Susan Rochette-Crawley, 2013-10-31 Although the
short story has existed in various forms for centuries, it has particularly flourished during the last
hundred years. Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English includes alphabetically-arranged
entries for 50 English-language short story writers from around the world. Most of these writers
have been active since 1960, and they reflect a wide range of experiences and perspectives in their
works. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and includes biography, a review of existing
criticism, a lengthier analysis of specific works, and a selected bibliography of primary and
secondary sources. The volume begins with a detailed introduction to the short story genre and
concludes with an annotated bibliography of major works on short story theory.

wide sargasso sea plot: After Intimacy Karl Leydecker, Nicholas White, 2007 Divorce is a
conspicuous character trait of modernity, commonly portrayed in texts and on screen, with its moral
and social rationalisation firmly rooted in Enlightenment and Romantic thought. The aim of this
volume is to bring into focus this contemporary cultural fascination by assembling the variety of
academic responses it has started to create. Bringing together the reflections of scholars from the
UK and North America who have worked in this domain, this study offers for the first time a
genuinely wide-ranging account of the depiction of divorce across the northern hemisphere in a
number of media (fiction, journalism, film and television). It reaches historically from the intellectual
and legal aftermath of the Enlightenment right up to the present day. As such, the collection shows
both the roots of this apparently contemporary phenomenon in nineteenth-century literary practice
and the very particular ways in which divorce characterises the different narrative media of
modernity.

wide sargasso sea plot: Adaptation and Appropriation Julie Sanders, 2015-11-19 From the
apparently simple adaptation of a text into film, theatre or a new literary work, to the more complex
appropriation of style or meaning, it is arguable that all texts are somehow connected to a network
of existing texts and art forms. In this new edition Adaptation and Appropriation explores: multiple
definitions and practices of adaptation and appropriation the cultural and aesthetic politics behind
the impulse to adapt the global and local dimensions of adaptation the impact of new digital
technologies on ideas of making, originality and customization diverse ways in which contemporary
literature, theatre, television and film adapt, revise and reimagine other works of art the impact on
adaptation and appropriation of theoretical movements, including structuralism, post-structuralism,
postcolonialism, postmodernism, feminism and gender studies the appropriation across time and
across cultures of specific canonical texts, by Shakespeare, Dickens, and others, but also of literary
archetypes such as myth or fairy tale. Ranging across genres and harnessing concepts from fields as
diverse as musicology and the natural sciences, this volume brings clarity to the complex debates
around adaptation and appropriation, offering a much-needed resource for those studying literature,
film, media or culture.

wide sargasso sea plot: Slow Narrative and Nonhuman Materialities Marco Caracciolo,
2022-03 Marco Caracciolo investigates how the experience of slowness in contemporary narrative
practices can create a vision of interconnectedness between human communities and the nonhuman
world in an era marked by dramatically shifting climate patterns.

wide sargasso sea plot: Transnational Jean Rhys Juliana Lopoukhine, Frédéric Regard,



Kerry-Jane Wallart, 2020-12-10 This volume investigates the frameworks that can be applied to
reading Caribbean author Jean Rhys. While Wide Sargasso Sea famously displays overt forms of
literary influences, Jean Rhys's entire oeuvre is so fraught with connections to other texts and
textual practices across geographical boundaries that her classification as a cosmopolitan modernist
writer is due for reassessment. Transnational Jean Rhys argues against the relative isolationism that
is sometimes associated with Rhys's writing by demonstrating both how she was influenced by a
wide range of foreign - especially French - authors and how her influence was in turn disseminated
in myriad directions. Including an interview with Black Atlantic novelist Caryl Phillips, this collection
charts new territories in the influences on/of an author known for her dislike of literary coteries, but
whose literary communality has been underestimated.

wide sargasso sea plot: Rewriting the Victorians Andrea Kirchknopf, 2013-05-21 The 19th
century has become especially relevant for the present--as one can see from, for example,
large-scale adaptations of written works, as well as the explosion of commodities and even
interactive theme parks. This book is an introduction to the novelistic refashionings that have come
after the Victorian age with a special focus on revisions of Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre and Charles
Dickens's Great Expectations. As post-Victorian research is still in the making, the first part is
devoted to clarifying terminology and interpretive contexts. Two major frameworks for reading
post-Victorian fiction are developed: the literary scene (authors, readers, critics) and the
national-identity, political and social aspects. Among the works examined are Caryl Phillips's
Cambridge, Matthew Kneale's English Passengers, Peter Carey's Oscar and Lucinda and Jack
Maggs, Lloyd Jones's Mister Pip, Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, D.M. Thomas's Charlotte, and
Jasper Fforde's The Eyre Affair.

wide sargasso sea plot: Grotesque Touch Amy King, 2021-09-13 In this book, Amy K. King
examines how violence between women in contemporary Caribbean and American texts is rooted in
plantation slavery. Analyzing films, television shows, novels, short stories, poems, book covers, and
paintings, King shows how contemporary media reuse salacious and stereotypical depictions of
relationships between women living within the plantation system to confront its legacy in the
present. The vestiges of these relationships — enslavers and enslaved women, employers and
domestic servants, lovers and rivals — negate characters' efforts to imagine non-abusive approaches
to power and agency. King’s work goes beyond any other study to date to examine the intersections
of gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, class, ability, and nationality in U.S. and Caribbean depictions of
violence between women in the wake of slavery.
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