when did american football start

when did american football start is a question that delves into the origins of one of the most popular
sports in the United States. American football, with its distinct rules and style of play, evolved over
decades from earlier forms of football played in the 19th century. Understanding when American
football started requires exploring its roots in rugby and soccer, the key figures who influenced its
development, and the institutional milestones that shaped the modern game. This article covers the
historical beginnings, the changes in rules, and the establishment of organized leagues that solidified
American football as a distinct sport. Readers will gain insight into how the game transformed from
chaotic early contests into a structured, strategic competition. Below is a detailed table of contents

outlining the major aspects of the sport’s inception and evolution.

Origins of American Football

Early Influences and Key Figures

Development of Rules and Regulations

Formation of Early Football Teams and Leagues

Impact on American Culture and Growth of the Sport

Origins of American Football

The origins of American football can be traced back to the mid-19th century, a period when various
forms of football were played in colleges and communities across the United States. The sport did not

emerge overnight but evolved from a mixture of soccer (association football) and rugby football, which



were both popular in England and had been brought to America by immigrants and students. Early
matches were often chaotic and lacked standardized rules, resembling a hybrid of different football

styles.

Early Football Games in American Colleges

Many historians point to the 1869 game between Rutgers and Princeton as one of the first
intercollegiate football games in the United States. This game resembled more of a soccer-style match
than modern American football, with a round ball and rules adapted from English football. Over the
next decade, colleges began experimenting with variations of football rules, leading to a gradual

divergence from soccer towards a rugby-style game.

Transition from Rugby to American Football

During the 1870s and 1880s, American football began adopting rules that differentiated it from rugby.
One notable change was the introduction of the line of scrimmage and the system of downs, which
allowed the offense to retain possession by advancing the ball within a set number of plays. These

innovations laid the groundwork for the unique tactical and strategic nature of American football.

Early Influences and Key Figures

Several individuals played pivotal roles in shaping the early form of American football. Their
contributions to rule-making and organizing helped transform the sport from loosely governed contests

to a structured and widely recognized game.

Walter Camp: The "Father of American Football"

Walter Camp, a Yale athlete and coach, is widely regarded as the "Father of American Football."

Between the 1880s and early 1900s, Camp introduced numerous fundamental changes to the game,



including the establishment of the line of scrimmage, the system of downs, the scoring system, and the
reduction of players from 15 to 11 per side. His influence standardized the rules and helped

differentiate American football from rugby.

Other Influential Figures

Besides Walter Camp, other figures such as Amos Alonzo Stagg and Pop Warner contributed to the
evolution of the sport through coaching innovations and rule adaptations. These pioneers helped
popularize the game at the collegiate level and encouraged the development of strategies that remain

essential to modern football.

Development of Rules and Regulations

The codification of rules was critical in the formal establishment of American football as a distinct sport.
The gradual formulation of standardized regulations allowed for consistent play across teams and

regions.

The Role of the Intercollegiate Football Association

Formed in 1876, the Intercollegiate Football Association (IFA) was instrumental in setting common
rules for college football games. Initially adopting rugby-style rules, the IFA meetings became a forum
for proposing and agreeing upon changes that would evolve into the modern game. The association's

efforts helped unify different regional practices into an agreed-upon rulebook.

Key Rule Changes

Several rule changes distinguished American football during its early development:

¢ Introduction of the line of scrimmage to replace scrums.



Implementation of the down-and-distance system to regulate possession.

Reduction of player numbers from 15 to 11 on each team.

Establishment of the forward pass in 1906, revolutionizing offensive play.

Creation of a scoring system assigning points for touchdowns, field goals, and safeties.

Formation of Early Football Teams and Leagues

The organization of teams and leagues helped formalize the sport and increase its popularity.
Following the establishment of rules, colleges and later professional teams began scheduling regular

competitions.

Collegiate Football Growth

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, college football became a major athletic activity across
American universities. The sport's growing popularity led to intense rivalries and the creation of

conferences that governed competition schedules and eligibility.

Birth of Professional Football

Professional football began in the early 1900s, with the first recognized professional player reportedly
being William "Pudge" Heffelfinger in 1892. However, it was not until the formation of the National
Football League (NFL) in 1920 that the sport gained a formal professional structure. The NFL would
eventually become the premier football league globally, solidifying American football’s status as a

major sport.



Impact on American Culture and Growth of the Sport

American football has become deeply embedded in the cultural fabric of the United States. Its origins
laid the foundation for a sport that would grow into a national pastime with extensive media coverage,

fan engagement, and economic impact.

Football as a Cultural Phenomenon

The sport’s roots in college traditions, community involvement, and professional leagues helped make
it a key component of American identity. Football games became social events, fostering community
spirit and school pride. The Super Bowl, the NFL’s championship game, evolved into a major cultural

event watched by millions annually.

Continued Evolution and Popularity

Since its inception, American football has continued to evolve with rule changes designed to improve
player safety and enhance the pace of play. The sport’s popularity has expanded beyond the United

States, with international leagues and competitions introducing the game to a global audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did American football originate?

American football originated in the late 19th century, with the first game played in 1869 between

Rutgers and Princeton universities.

What year is considered the start of American football?

The year 1869 is considered the start of American football, marking the first intercollegiate game

played under rules resembling soccer and rugby.



How did American football evolve from earlier games?

American football evolved from earlier forms of rugby and soccer played in the mid-1800s, with key

rule changes introduced in the 1880s by Walter Camp.

Who is known as the 'Father of American Football' and when did he
influence the game?

Walter Camp is known as the 'Father of American Football' for his contributions to the rules and

structure of the game in the 1880s.

When was the first official college football game played in the United

States?

The first official college football game was played on November 6, 1869, between Rutgers and

Princeton.

How did the rules of American football change in the early years?

In the early years, American football rules changed significantly from rugby, including the introduction

of the line of scrimmage and the system of downs in the 1880s, shaping the modern game.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of American Football: From Rugby to the Gridiron

This book explores the early history of American football, tracing its roots back to rugby and soccer in
the 19th century. It details the evolution of rules, the first collegiate games, and key figures who
shaped the sport. Readers gain insight into how American football distinguished itself as a unique

game by the early 1900s.

2. Gridiron Beginnings: The Birth of American Football



Focusing on the late 1800s, this book covers the first organized football games in America and the role
of lvy League schools in popularizing the sport. It highlights landmark matches, early rule changes,
and the cultural impact football had on college campuses. The narrative provides a comprehensive

look at how the sport gained momentum.

3. First Downs and First Games: The Early Years of American Football

This work examines the transition from informal, chaotic matches to structured competition with
standardized rules. It showcases pioneering teams, influential coaches, and the formation of the first
football associations. The book also discusses the social and educational factors that contributed to

the sport’s growth.

4. From Kicking to Passing: The Evolution of American Football

Detailing the technical and strategic changes in football from its inception, this book explains how the
game transformed from a kicking-based sport to one emphasizing passing and complex plays. It
covers rule innovations introduced in the early 20th century and their impact on gameplay. The book

provides context for understanding the modern game’s foundations.

5. Touchdowns and Traditions: The Story of American Football’s Inception

This narrative history delves into the cultural significance of football’s beginnings in America, including
its ties to college identity and regional pride. It discusses the sport’s early controversies and safety
concerns that led to important reforms. Readers learn about the personalities and moments that

defined football’s early days.

6. Saturday Warriors: The Early Days of American College Football

Focusing on college football, this book recounts the rise of intercollegiate competition and the
establishment of rivalries that persist today. It details the first recorded games, the development of
official rules, and the sport’s role in American higher education. The book paints a vivid picture of

football’s formative years.

7. American Football: A History of Its Origins and Early Development

Providing a scholarly approach, this book investigates the social, economic, and cultural factors that



influenced football’s creation in the United States. It includes analysis of primary sources, such as
newspapers and game records, to chart the sport’s progression. The text is ideal for readers interested

in a detailed, academic perspective.

8. Playing for Glory: The Founding Era of American Football

This book brings to life the stories of players, coaches, and institutions that were instrumental in
football’s early days. It highlights dramatic games, rule debates, and the gradual acceptance of football
as a national pastime. The narrative combines historical facts with personal anecdotes for an engaging

read.

9. The First Play: How American Football Started

A concise and accessible introduction, this book covers the key events leading to the creation of
American football. It explains how the sport borrowed elements from other games and adapted them to
fit American tastes. Perfect for newcomers, it offers a clear timeline from football’s origins to its

establishment as a major sport.
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when did american football start: Early American Football 1880-1920 Brian Aldridge,
2021-01-09 The combination of rugby and soccer morphed into what we now call football. Just don't
tell that to a European! What we call soccer they call (erroneously!?!) football. Starting on college
campuses in the US northeast, this sport almost never took off! Had it not been for President Teddy
Roosevelt assembling an NCAA rules committee, our brand of football would never be. Why? Long
before we knew of CTE, the early game was dangerously brutal: from 1905-1910, 93 players died
and another 149 suffered severe injuries. With the committee's new rules in place, on-field carnage
began to dissipate. So check out the early rules, uniforms, offensive schemes (Single Wing, T
Formation, and Notre Dame Box), the elite coaches of the era, and an incredible athlete/Olympic
gold-medalist who became the face and name of the early game. While scanning the Timeline,
compare the vast difference how this game was played - to what it is now!

when did american football start: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started
Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has
it all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of
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American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.

when did american football start: The American Football League Ed Gruver, 2011-01-14
Unable to buy into an existing team and rebuffed by National Football League owners who had no
desire to expand, 27-year-old Lamar Hunt, the son of Texas billionaire H.L. Hunt, formed the
American Football League in 1959. He placed his team in Dallas, called them the Texans, and invited
other young entrepreneurs to join him. The seven men who did called themselves members of the
Foolish Club, but on September 9, 1960, the AFL made its regular season debut and went on to
change the face of football forever. Unlike the NFL, the American Football League featured wide
open offenses and innovative coaching strategies, capturing a new generation of fans dedicated to
the league and its players. The AFL aggressively pursued college stars--Heisman Trophy winner Billy
Cannon in its inaugural season and Joe Namath in 1965. The eight teams signed a collective
television agreement that split the money equally among the franchises, thus providing far more
stability and balance than earlier start-up leagues. Based on interviews with owners, coaches,
players, scouts, broadcasters and writers from the era, this is a colorful account of the AFL and its
place in sports history.

when did american football start: Latinos in American Football Mario Longoria, Jorge Iber,
2020-03-06 In 1927 Cuban national Ignacio S. Molinet was recruited to play with the Frankford
Yellow Jackets of the old NFL for a single season. Mexican national Jose Martinez-Zorrilla achieved
1932 All-American honors. These are the beginnings of the Latino experience in American Football,
which continues amidst a remarkable and diversified setting of Hispanic nationalities and ethnic
groups. This history of Latinos in American Football dispels the myths that baseball, boxing, and
soccer are the chosen and competent sports for Spanish-surname athletes. The book documents
their fascination for the sport that initially denied their participation but that could not discourage
their determination to master the game.

when did american football start: Women's American Football Russ Crawford, 2022-11
Tackle football has been primarily viewed as a male sport, but at a time when men's participation
rates are decreasing, an increasing number of women are entering the gridiron--and they have a
long history of doing so. Women's American Football is a narrative history of girls and women
participating in American football in the United States since the 1920s, when a women's team played
at halftime during an early NFL game. The women's game became more organized in 1974, when
the National Women's Football League was established, with notable teams such as the Dallas
Bluebonnets, Toledo Troopers, Oklahoma City Dolls, and Detroit Demons. Today there are two main
professional leagues in the United States: the Women's Football Alliance, with nearly seventy teams,
and the Women's National Football Conference, with eighteen, in addition to a number of smaller
leagues. The National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics and the NFL have recently begun
sponsoring flag football teams at the college level, and the game is growing for high school girls as
well. In 2021 more than two thousand girls played on mostly boys' teams, and there are currently
four all-girls leagues in the United States and Canada, in Manitoba, Utah, Indiana, and New
Brunswick. In addition to the rapid growth of women playing football, there have been
advancements in other areas of the game. Beginning with Jennifer Welter in 2015, several women
have earned positions coaching the professional game. In 2020 ESPN aired Born to Play, a
documentary on the Boston Renegades, the 2019 champion of the Women's Football Alliance. Based
on extensive interviews with women players and focusing closely on leagues, teams, and athletes
since the passage of Title IX in 1972, Russ Crawford illuminates the rich history of the women who
have played football, breaking barriers on and off the field.

when did american football start: A Comparison of American Football in the USA and
Germany Hanna Wilkes, 2015-04-20 Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject Cultural
Studies - Empiric Cultural Studies, grade: 2,0, University of Hildesheim, language: English, abstract:



An American Football championship game took place between the Dallas Cowboys and the Green
Bay Packers. The Packers received a 21-17 victory, however, it was not the result that made this
game unforgettable. The special aspect was the weather conditions. The wind chill temperature was
down to minus 40 degrees Celsius, and that is why the game got the nickname Ice Bowl. It was so
cold that the official’s whistle froze to his lips when he wanted to start the game. Instead of
canceling it because of the arctic temperatures, it was just decided not to use any whistles for the
rest of the game. Not only every player on the field fought against nature but also more than 50.000
fans watching the game live at sold out Lambeau Field. Lots of them suffered frostbite, four
spectators even had a heart attack. How can it be that American Football is that important in the
United States? How can a game become so popular that people even risk their health for it? On the
other hand the question arises why American Football is quite unpopular and unknown in Germany.
All these questions are to lead through this comparing term paper so that in the end, a selection of
possible reasons can be given. The term paper starts with an illustration of American Football’s
popularity in the USA and in Germany. After that the main part, the comparison, will begin. There
are four categories chosen to help explain why American Football is more popular in the U.S. than in
Germany - those are chance, the attitudes towards warfare, values and the education systems. It will
be analyzed how much influence these components have on the popularity in both countries. Finally,
the conclusion follows, in which all results will be summed up and interpreted.

when did american football start: Bet You Didn't Know National Geographic Kids, 2017 Did
you know that the first stop signs were black and white? Or that a litter of kittens is called a kindle?
There's a lot to know and we bet you'll have fun learning these fun, far-out facts in the next super
series from National Geographic Kids! Based on a favorite department in Nat Geo Kids magazine,
this book is chock-full of fascinating facts, silly stats, and catchy little knowledge nuggets in all kinds
of cool categories, from astronomy and dinosaurs to revolutions and breakfast. Special features
include Extreme Weirdness, Strange Places, Wacky World, and more.

when did american football start: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Football Running
Backs Wikipedia contributors,

when did american football start: 444 Fun American Football NFL Facts for Kids Dr. Rabea
Hadi, 2025-07-07 444+ Fun American Football Facts for Kids: Learn About Gridiron Greats,
Records, Plays, and Laugh-Out-Loud Trivia! Touchdown! Dive into the fast-paced, hard-hitting world
of American football with this exciting collection of 444+ fun facts made just for kids ages 8-12.
Whether your child is a future quarterback or simply a fan of the game, this book will keep them
entertained with amazing football trivia, fun comparisons, and real NFL history — all in clean,
easy-to-read language. Inside, kids will discover: How football started and how it became the biggest
sport in America The difference between offense, defense, and special teams Incredible records like
the longest field goal and fastest touchdown Wacky rules, penalties, and football slang Legendary
players such as Tom Brady, Jerry Rice, Walter Payton, and Joe Montana — and what made them
great! From the roar of the stadium to funny facts about mascots and the Super Bowl, this book
brings the game to life with high-energy storytelling and clean humor. It's perfect for school
projects, bedtime learning, road trips, and sports fans who love discovering cool things about their
favorite teams and players. Why parents and kids love this book: Great for independent reading and
reluctant readers Safe, clean content with educational value Written by bestselling author Dr. Rabea
Hadi, known for fun, fact-filled children's nonfiction Encourages curiosity, sportsmanship, and fun
learning Whether you're a young fan of the NFL or just starting out with a football in the yard, this
book is your playbook for fun! [] Ideal gift for birthdays, holidays, and little athletes everywhere!
Read what everyone's saying about my books: Your kids will love this, but you will learn a lot too! I
was often surprised by things in this book! . Reader review, [0 We got this as a free promotion to
see if it would be a good gift idea for a teenager on our holiday list. The book is filled with lots of fun
information that we think this teenage boy will love. This young dude loves all things that relate to
speed. He'll love it. Reader review, [0 This book is amazing! There a-lot of tips and tricks that
both adults and kids can take from this!!! amazing read!10/10! Reader review, 000 Fun facts for




kids. recommending. Reader review, (0000

when did american football start: When the Cheering Stops Gay Culverhouse, 2021-10-07
A heartfelt account of the difficulties football players face after they leave the NFL. The NFL is the
nation’s most popular sport, but the athletes who make the league rich suffer greatly once they step
off the field. In When the Cheering Stops: Life after the NFL, players open up about the adversities
they face after retirement. Long after the lights have dimmed on their playing days, NFL players
face emotional distress, physical injuries, and cognitive decline, often suffering on their own.
Personal interviews with former players reveal that many struggle with finances, finding a second
career, addiction, depression, and violence. While success stories are also shared, the unfortunate
truth is that there are far more players left hurt and broken after retirement. Written by former
Tampa Bay Buccaneers president and founder of the Retired Player Assistance program Gay
Culverhouse, this book provides a unique inside perspective on the NFL and the long-term physical
and emotional toll playing in the league takes on the players who make it great.

when did american football start: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American
Players of American Football Wikipedia contributors,

when did american football start: False Start: How the New Browns Were Set Up to Fail
Terry Pluto, Terry Pluto, one of Cleveland's top sportswriters, takes a hard look at the first 5 years of
the new Cleveland Browns franchise and doesn't like what he sees. This book chronicles the
backroom deals, big-money power plays, poor decisions, and plain bad luck that have dogged the
venerable franchise since Art Modell skipped town in 1995. Legions of loyal fans stand by, waiting
for a return to past glory. How much longer must they wait? Pluto sifts through the clues from the
last five seasons and looks for answers.

when did american football start: The Science of American Football Jay Hoffman, 2020-11-16
The game of American football may be the greatest team sport that exists. It epitomizes the need of
a team first approach to achieve the desired success. Success is often measured as the hoisting of a
championship trophy, which involved a journey that required discipline, perseverance, sacrifice, and
hard work. These traits are the backbone of success in football, but more importantly they are the
backbone or blueprint for success in life. The Science of American Football provides an in-depth
discussion on the physiology of the game of American football, including the physiological strain
associated with playing in various environmental extremes. Acclimatization, preparation, and
medical issues associated with each of these environmental extremes are discussed as well as
medical issues occurring during the athlete’s playing career (common sites of injury) and potential
risks arising post-career (e.g. neurological dysfunction, arthritic joints, obesity). The book goes on to
consider aspects of player selection and preparation, including discussion of evidence-based physical
conditioning programs, appropriate nutrition, and specific dietary supplementation for the American
football player. The Science of American Football is the first book to focus on the physiology,
science, and medical issues associated with the game of American football and will be key reading
for students of coaching and exercise science as well as those with a keen interest in understanding
the science of American football, such as coaches and players.

when did american football start: Sports Marketing and the Psychology of Marketing
Communication Lynn R. Kahle, Chris Riley, 2004-04-12 Sports marketing is one of the fastest
growing areas of marketing communication. This book advances understanding in this emerging
area. It presents sports marketing in a scholarly and comprehensive way, covering major topics of
discussion in sports marketing and the psychology of communication. Several new, innovative topics
are introduced, such as SportNEST and consumption communities, and many classic topics are
brought up to date, including sponsorship, ambush marketing, identification, endorsements, basking
in reflected glory, and licensing. Many of the topics that seem to center around sports show up as
well, such as sneakers, ethics, risky behavior, and even investments. Utilizing a psychological
approach to understanding sports marketing, first-rate authors discuss the most important topics.
The book covers all major topics of sports marketing, including: sponsorship from several different
perspectives--the major force in sports marketing; ambush marketing--how non-sponsors seek to



reap the benefits without paying the price; and licensing--using the sale of items, such as T-shirts to
increase profit and marketing.

when did american football start: Pro Football in the 1960s Patrick Gallivan, 2020-06-02
The 1960s were a tumultuous period in U.S. history and the sporting world was not immune to the
decade's upturn of tradition. As war in Southeast Asia, civil unrest at home and political
assassinations rocked the nation, professional football struggled to attract fans. While some players
fought for civil rights and others fought overseas, the ideological divides behind the protests and
riots in the streets spilled into the locker rooms, and athletes increasingly brought their political
beliefs into the sports world. This history describes how a decade of social upheaval affected life on
the gridiron, and the personalities and events that shaped the game. The debut of the Super Bowl,
soon to become a fixture of American culture, marked a professional sport on the rise. Increasingly
lucrative television contracts and innovations in the filming and broadcasting of games expanded pro
football's audiences. An authoritarian old guard, best represented by the revered Vince Lombardi,
began to give way as star players like Joe Namath commanded new levels of pay and power. And at
last, all teams fielded African American players, belatedly beginning the correction of the sport's
greatest wrong.

when did american football start: Play American Football Tom Bass, 1991

when did american football start: Now You Know Big Book of Sports Doug Lennox,
2009-09-07 Ever wonder where the figure skating terms axel, salchow, and lutz came from? Or why
a curling tournament is called a brier? And how about a haymaker in boxing or a high five in any
sport? Well, Doug Lennox, the world champion of trivia, is back to score touchdowns, hit homers,
and knock in holes-in-one every time with a colossal compendium of Q&A athletics that has all
anyone could possibly want to know from archery and cycling to skiing and wrestling and everything
in between. What's more, Doug goes for gold with a wealth of Winter and Summer Olympics lore and
legend that will amaze and captivate armchair fans and fervent competitors alike. What do the five
Olympic rings and their colours represent? Why does the winner of the Indianapolis 500 drink milk
in victory lane? Who was the first player ever to perform a slam dunk in a basketball game? Why are
golfers' shortened pants called plus-fours? When was the Stanley Cup not awarded? Why does the
letter k signify a strikeout on a baseball score sheet? Where is the world's oldest tennis court?

when did american football start: NFL. Head Coaches John Maxymuk, 2012-08-16 The 466
men who have held the increasingly demanding and prestigious position of Head Coach in the
National Football League and the two leagues that merged into it (the All America Football
Conference of the 1940s and the American Football League of the 1960s) form an exclusive club.
This book essentially answers three questions about every professional head coach since 1920: Who
was he? What were his coaching approach and style, in terms of both leadership and gridiron
tactics? How successful was he? Every entry begins with standard background information, followed
by each coach's yearly regular season and postseason coaching record, and then his statistical
tendencies toward scoring, defense and play calling. The entry then addresses the three questions
noted above.

when did american football start: Weight Watchers Start Living, Start Losing ,
2009-03-01 What Makes a Great Weight-Loss Success Story? OVER 70 REAL WOMEN AND MEN
(INCLUDING A FEW CELEBRITIES!) SHARE THEIR STORIES AND STRATEGIES FOR FINDING A
HEALTHIER LIFE If you've ever admired a friend, colleague, or relative who has lost weight and
wondered, How did they do it?, this is the book you've been waiting for. In Start Living, Start Losing,
Weight Watchers, a global leader in weight management, brings you some of its best-ever and most
inspiring stories of more than 70 women and men who have lost weight and kept it off. In this
groundbreaking book, real people share their personal experiences, giving you an up-close and
personal look at how they put their plans in motion, overcame obstacles, and persevered to reach
their goals. The stories of the women and men in this book come from people from all walks of life,
some from celebrated actors and authors. Yet all of them share a common goal'to lose weight and
find a healthier lifestyle. Each story features a Take-Away tip with practical solutions to everything




from putting portion control into practice to finding time for fitness. Journal pages at the end of each
chapter will help you stay motivated as you work toward your own smart eating and exercise goals.
So start reading . . . start living . . . and start losing!

when did american football start: Madden & Summerall Rich Podolsky, 2025-09-16 Madden
& Summerall tells the inside story of how two unlikely partners became the greatest broadcast duo
in NFL history. This is the story of how John Madden and Pat Summerall got to CBS and, although
very different, how they became the greatest broadcast team of all time. It is told by Rich Podolsky,
who worked alongside them both at CBS. Separately, they were great. Together, they were the
greatest ever. Madden & Summerall is about two stalwarts of the game, but their story is not
without controversy. Summerall was a five-sport star who became a broadcaster by accident.
Uncharacteristically, he was a morning drive-time radio host before he found his path on TV.
Madden was a bigger-than-life Super Bowl-winning coach, and he easily could have been a stand-up
comedian. We all remember the great story-telling John Madden, who won sixteen Emmy Awards,
but we don’t remember how much he struggled his first two years on the air to find his way. In fact,
he was almost fired after his first season. It wasn’t until he was paired with Summerall that it all
clicked. They were so different, yet so perfect together—like peanut butter meeting jelly for the first
time. The book follows the intimate stories of their lives from childhood to death: before and during
their great twenty-one-year partnership. Never-before-told insider stories (some fun, some scathing)
from friends, family members, and dozens of ex-colleagues pepper these chapters.
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