
what is ecological imperialism

what is ecological imperialism is a term used to describe the process by which imperial powers have
historically transformed the natural environments of colonized regions, often leading to profound ecological
and social consequences. This concept explores how colonial expansion introduced new species, agricultural
practices, and environmental changes that reshaped native ecosystems and indigenous ways of life.
Understanding ecological imperialism requires examining the intersections of ecology, history, and
imperialism to reveal how environmental factors contributed to the success of colonial ventures. This article
delves into the origins of the term, key examples throughout history, and the lasting impacts on
biodiversity and indigenous populations. Additionally, it considers contemporary reflections on ecological
imperialism in the context of globalization and environmental justice. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of what ecological imperialism entails and its significance in both historical and
modern contexts.

Definition and Origins of Ecological Imperialism

Historical Examples of Ecological Imperialism

Mechanisms and Processes Involved

Impacts on Indigenous Ecosystems and Societies

Contemporary Relevance and Environmental Justice

Definition and Origins of Ecological Imperialism

Ecological imperialism is a concept that describes the environmental dimension of imperial expansion,
where colonizing powers imposed their ecological systems on colonized lands. The term was popularized
by historian Alfred W. Crosby in his influential work, which argued that European imperial success was
partly due to the deliberate or accidental introduction of plants, animals, and diseases into new
environments. These introductions often disrupted native ecosystems, enabling colonizers to dominate both
the land and its original inhabitants. The study of ecological imperialism bridges environmental history and
colonial studies, highlighting how ecological factors facilitated imperial conquest and colonization.



Historical Context of the Term

The term "ecological imperialism" emerged to explain patterns observed during European colonization
from the 15th century onward. It challenges traditional narratives that focus solely on military or economic
dominance by emphasizing ecological changes as critical contributors. This approach considers the role of
invasive species, environmental transformations, and epidemiological shifts that accompanied imperialism.
Recognizing ecological imperialism broadens the understanding of colonialism beyond human sociopolitical
frameworks to include natural world interactions.

Key Concepts in Ecological Imperialism

Central to ecological imperialism are concepts such as biotic exchange, invasive species, and environmental
adaptation. Biotic exchange refers to the movement of species between continents, a process intensified by
colonization. Invasive species introduced by colonizers often displaced native flora and fauna, altering
ecosystems drastically. Additionally, environmental adaptation involved the modification of landscapes
through agriculture, deforestation, and urban development to suit imperial economic interests.

Historical Examples of Ecological Imperialism

Numerous historical instances illustrate what ecological imperialism looks like in practice. These examples
demonstrate how European powers reshaped environments to support colonial economic systems and
control native populations. The ecological transformations often had unintended consequences that
reverberated for centuries.

The Columbian Exchange

The Columbian Exchange is perhaps the most prominent example of ecological imperialism. Following
Christopher Columbus’s voyages, there was a widespread transfer of plants, animals, and diseases between
the Old World and the New World. European settlers introduced domesticated animals such as horses,
cattle, and pigs to the Americas, while crops like wheat and sugarcane were also transplanted. Conversely,
New World crops such as maize and potatoes were brought to Europe. This exchange dramatically
reshaped agriculture, diets, and ecosystems on both sides of the Atlantic.



British Colonization of Australia

In Australia, British colonization led to significant ecological changes. The introduction of sheep and cattle
for pastoralism transformed vast tracts of land. European farming techniques replaced indigenous land
management practices, and invasive plant species were introduced, disrupting native biodiversity. These
changes contributed to the decline of indigenous flora and fauna and altered Aboriginal peoples’
relationships with their environment.

Ecological Changes in Africa under Colonial Rule

European imperial powers also introduced ecological changes across Africa during the colonial period. The
establishment of plantations for cash crops such as rubber, coffee, and cocoa involved clearing forests and
restructuring ecosystems. Additionally, the introduction of non-native species and European livestock
altered traditional land use systems, impacting local communities and wildlife.

Mechanisms and Processes Involved

Understanding what ecological imperialism entails requires analyzing the specific mechanisms through
which imperial powers altered ecosystems. These processes were often deliberate but could also result from
accidental consequences of colonization.

Introduction of Non-native Species

A primary mechanism in ecological imperialism is the intentional or unintentional introduction of non-
native species, including plants, animals, and pathogens. These species frequently became invasive,
outcompeting native species and changing the structure and function of ecosystems. For example,
European livestock often grazed in ways that native herbivores did not, causing soil degradation and
vegetation loss.

Land Use Transformation

Imperial powers altered land use to serve economic interests, transforming forests, grasslands, and wetlands
into agricultural fields, plantations, and settlements. This transformation often involved deforestation,
irrigation, and soil modification, affecting local biodiversity and ecological balance. These changes were



sometimes justified under the guise of "improving" the land according to European standards.

Disease Transmission

The spread of diseases was a critical and devastating aspect of ecological imperialism. European colonizers
brought diseases such as smallpox, measles, and influenza to indigenous populations with little immunity,
causing massive demographic declines. In some cases, diseases spread indirectly through ecological changes
that altered human and animal interactions.

Impacts on Indigenous Ecosystems and Societies

The consequences of ecological imperialism were profound and multifaceted, affecting both natural
environments and the societies that depended on them. These impacts often exacerbated the
marginalization of indigenous peoples and reshaped regional ecologies.

Biodiversity Loss and Ecosystem Disruption

The introduction of invasive species and habitat transformation led to significant biodiversity loss. Native
species were displaced or driven to extinction, and ecosystems lost their resilience. Such disruptions also
affected ecosystem services vital to indigenous communities, including food sources, medicinal plants, and
water quality.

Displacement and Cultural Disruption

Ecological changes imposed by imperial powers frequently undermined indigenous ways of life.
Traditional land management practices were replaced or outlawed, leading to loss of cultural knowledge
and autonomy. Many indigenous groups faced displacement from ancestral lands as colonial authorities
appropriated territories for economic exploitation.

Socioeconomic Consequences

The environmental transformations tied to ecological imperialism also had socioeconomic repercussions.
Indigenous peoples were often forced into new economic roles, such as labor on plantations or resource



extraction industries, under colonial regimes. This reorganization of labor and resource access contributed to
long-term social inequalities.

Contemporary Relevance and Environmental Justice

Ecological imperialism remains a relevant framework for understanding modern environmental challenges
and power dynamics. Current discussions about globalization, climate change, and environmental justice
often echo themes found in historical ecological imperialism.

Globalization and Biotic Homogenization

Modern globalization continues to facilitate the spread of species across the planet, leading to biotic
homogenization where distinct ecosystems become more similar due to invasive species. This trend mirrors
historical patterns of ecological imperialism and raises concerns about loss of global biodiversity.

Environmental Justice and Indigenous Rights

Recognition of the ecological dimensions of imperialism informs contemporary environmental justice
movements. Indigenous communities advocate for the restoration of traditional ecological knowledge and
land rights as part of addressing historical and ongoing environmental injustices tied to colonialism.

Restoration and Conservation Efforts

Efforts to mitigate the impacts of ecological imperialism include habitat restoration, invasive species control,
and conservation programs that incorporate indigenous perspectives. These initiatives aim to repair
damaged ecosystems and promote sustainable coexistence between humans and nature.

Summary of Key Elements in Ecological Imperialism

Introduction of plants, animals, and diseases to new environments

Transformation of landscapes through agriculture and resource extraction



Disruption of native ecosystems and loss of biodiversity

Impact on indigenous societies’ culture, health, and livelihoods

Continuing influence on global environmental and social issues

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ecological imperialism?
Ecological imperialism refers to the process by which imperial powers altered the ecosystems of colonized
regions through the introduction of non-native species, agriculture, and environmental changes, often
benefiting the colonizers at the expense of indigenous peoples and local environments.

How did ecological imperialism affect indigenous populations?
Ecological imperialism often disrupted indigenous ways of life by introducing invasive species, diseases, and
new agricultural practices that changed local ecosystems, leading to loss of native biodiversity, displacement
of indigenous peoples, and altered food sources.

Which historical period is most associated with ecological imperialism?
Ecological imperialism is most commonly associated with the Age of Exploration and European colonization
from the 15th to the 19th centuries, when Europeans expanded globally and introduced new plants,
animals, and diseases to colonized lands.

Can ecological imperialism have long-term environmental impacts?
Yes, ecological imperialism can have long-lasting environmental impacts, including altered landscapes,
extinction of native species, soil degradation, and changes in ecosystems that persist centuries after
colonization.

Is ecological imperialism still relevant today?
Yes, ecological imperialism remains relevant as contemporary globalization continues to spread species and
environmental practices across the world, sometimes leading to ecological imbalances and raising questions
about environmental justice and sustainability.



Additional Resources
1. Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900
This seminal work by Alfred W. Crosby explores how European settlers transformed the ecosystems of the
Americas, Australia, and other colonized regions through the introduction of plants, animals, and diseases.
The book argues that these biological factors played a crucial role in European imperial success. Crosby
presents ecological imperialism as an overlooked but vital dimension of colonial history.

2. Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West
William Cronon’s book examines the environmental and economic transformations that accompanied the
expansion of the American West. It reveals how human activity reshaped landscapes and ecosystems,
facilitating imperial and economic growth. The book offers insights into the interplay between nature and
imperial ambitions in shaping modern America.

3. Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World
This book delves into the role of botanical exploration in European imperialism, highlighting how plants
were collected, studied, and exploited for economic gain. It discusses the transfer of species across continents
and the ecological consequences of such exchanges. The narrative links botanical science with imperial
expansion and ecological change.

4. The Conquest of Nature: Water, Landscape, and the Making of Modern Germany
Andrea Wulf explores how German imperial ambitions were closely tied to altering natural landscapes
through engineering projects. The book discusses the environmental impacts of these transformations and
situates them within broader themes of ecological imperialism. It adds a European continental perspective
to the discourse on imperialism and ecology.

5. Green Imperialism: Colonial Expansion, Tropical Island Edens and the Origins of Environmentalism
This book investigates how colonial powers perceived and managed tropical environments, often
transforming them according to European ideals of nature. It highlights the paradox of environmental
exploitation and early conservation efforts within imperial contexts. The work sheds light on the complex
relationships between empire, environment, and emerging environmentalism.

6. Colonialism and the Transformation of the Environment: A Global History
Edited by Dietrich Rueschemeyer, this collection of essays examines how colonialism worldwide reshaped
natural environments. The contributors analyze case studies demonstrating ecological imperialism’s diverse
manifestations, from deforestation to species introduction. The volume offers a comprehensive global
perspective on the environmental impacts of imperialism.

7. Empire of Nature: Hunting, Conservation, and British Imperialism
This book investigates the role of hunting and conservation policies in British colonies, showing how
imperial authorities sought to control and manage wildlife. It discusses the contradictions between
exploitation and preservation within colonial ecological governance. The work highlights the
environmental dimensions of imperial power and control.



8. The Ecological Indian: Myth and History
Shepard Krech III challenges popular stereotypes about indigenous peoples as pristine environmental
stewards by analyzing historical and ecological evidence. The book explores how colonial narratives have
shaped understandings of nature and ecology in imperial contexts. It provides critical insights into the
interaction between indigenous societies and ecological imperialism.

9. Environmentalism and Empire
This volume explores the interconnections between environmental ideas and imperial expansion, focusing
on how environmental concerns influenced and were influenced by colonial policies. It discusses the
environmental legacies of empire and how imperialism framed early environmental thought. The book
contributes to understanding ecological imperialism as a historical and intellectual phenomenon.
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  what is ecological imperialism: Ecological Imperialism Alfred W. Crosby, 2015-10-06
People of European descent form the bulk of the population in most of the temperate zones of the
world - North America, Australia and New Zealand. The military successes of European imperialism
are easy to explain; in many cases they were a matter of firearms against spears. But as Alfred W.
Crosby maintains in this highly original and fascinating book, the Europeans' displacement and
replacement of the native peoples in the temperate zones was more a matter of biology than of
military conquest. European organisms had certain decisive advantages over their New World and
Australian counterparts. The spread of European disease, flora and fauna went hand in hand with
the growth of populations. Consequently, these imperialists became proprietors of the most
important agricultural lands in the world. In the second edition, Crosby revisits his now classic work
and again evaluates the global historical importance of European ecological expansion.
  what is ecological imperialism: Ecological Imperialism , 2004 People of European descent
form the bulk of the population in most of the temperate zones of the world--North America,
Australia and New Zealand. The military successes of European imperialism are easy to explain
because in many cases they were achieved by using firearms against spears. Alfred Crosby,
however, explains that the Europeans' displacement and replacement of the native peoples in the
temperate zones was more a matter of biology than of military conquest. Now in a new edition with a
new preface, Crosby revisits his classic work and again evaluates the ecological reasons for
European expansion.
  what is ecological imperialism: Ecological Imperialism Alfred W. Crosby, 1993-06-25 People
of European descent form the bulk of the population in most of the temperate zones of the world -
North America, Australia and New Zealand. The military successes of European imperialism are easy
to explain; in many cases they were a matter of firearms against spears. But as Alfred Crosby
explains in his highly original and fascinating book, the Europeans' displacement and replacement of
the native peoples in the temperate zones was more a matter of biology than of military conquest.
  what is ecological imperialism: Ecological Imperialism , 1995
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  what is ecological imperialism: Ecology and Empire Tom Griffiths, 2019-07-30 No detailed
description available for Ecology and Empire.
  what is ecological imperialism: The Dictionary of Human Geography Derek Gregory, Ron
Johnston, Geraldine Pratt, Michael Watts, Sarah Whatmore, 2011-09-23 THE DICTIONARY OF
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY ‘Even better than before, the Dictionary is an essential tool for all human
geographers and over the years has provided an invaluable guide to the changing boundaries and
content of the discipline. No-one can afford to be without this fifth edition.’ Linda McDowell,
University of Oxford ‘From explanations of core concepts and central debates to lucid discussions of
the theories driving contemporary research, this is the best conceptual map to the creative and
critical thinking that characterises contemporary human geography. The fifth edition belongs on the
bookshelf of all serious students.’ Gerard Toal, Virginia Tech ‘With an exceptional balance between
breadth and depth, this is undoubtedly a timely and ground-breaking revision of the Dictionary. An
outstanding accomplishment of the editors and contributors, and a comprehensive and essential
reference for any student or scholar interested in human geography.’ Mei-Po Kwan, Ohio State
University ‘I can’t imagine life without it. Definitive, detailed yet accessible: there’s still no
single-volume reference work in the field to rival it.’ Noel Castree, University of Manchester The
Dictionary of Human Geography represents the definitive guide to issues and ideas, methods and
theories in human geography. Now in its fifth edition, this ground-breaking text has been
comprehensively revised to reflect the changing nature and practice of human geography and its
rapidly developing connections with other fields. The major entries not only describe the
development of concepts, contributions and debates in human geography, but also advance them.
Shorter, definitional entries allow quick reference and coverage of the wider subject area. Changes
to the fifth edition include entries from many new contributors at the forefront of developments in
the field, and over 300 key terms appearing for the first time. It features a new consolidated
bibliography along with a detailed index and systematic cross-referencing of headwords. The
Dictionary of Human Geography continues to be the one guidebook no student, instructor or
researcher in the field can afford to be without.
  what is ecological imperialism: The Ecological Rift John Bellamy Foster, Brett Clark, Richard
York, 2011-11-01 Humanity in the twenty-first century is facing what might be described as its
ultimate environmental catastrophe: the destruction of the climate that has nurtured human
civilization and with it the basis of life on earth as we know it. All ecosystems on the planet are now
in decline. Enormous rifts have been driven through the delicate fabric of the biosphere. The
economy and the earth are headed for a fateful collision—if we don't alter course. In The Ecological
Rift: Capitalism’s War on the Earth environmental sociologists John Bellamy Foster, Brett Clark, and
Richard York offer a radical assessment of both the problem and the solution. They argue that the
source of our ecological crisis lies in the paradox of wealth in capitalist society, which expands
individual riches at the expense of public wealth, including the wealth of nature. In the process, a
huge ecological rift is driven between human beings and nature, undermining the conditions of
sustainable existence: a rift in the metabolic relation between humanity and nature that is
irreparable within capitalist society, since integral to its very laws of motion. Critically examining
the sanguine arguments of mainstream economists and technologists, Foster, Clark, and York insist
instead that fundamental changes in social relations must occur if the ecological (and social)
problems presently facing us are to be transcended. Their analysis relies on the development of a
deep dialectical naturalism concerned with issues of ecology and evolution and their interaction with
the economy. Importantly, they offer reasons for revolutionary hope in moving beyond the regime of
capital and toward a society of sustainable human development.
  what is ecological imperialism: Critical Approaches to the Australian Blue Humanities
Maxine Newlands, Claire Hansen, 2024-08-07 This interdisciplinary edited collection explores and
analyses the field of the blue humanities through an Australian lens. The blue humanities is a way of
understanding humanity’s relationship with water and manifestations of what is referred to as the
‘blue’ – reefs, oceans, rivers, creeks, basins, and inland bodies of water. In its scope, this collection



emphasises both the importance of the local and the interconnectedness of Australia with global
environmental concerns. It considers how we conceptualise watery spaces and shades of blue in a
country where water is often marked by its absence, its ephemerality, its politicisation, and its
dangers. Contributors from environmental history, environmental social science, political science,
literary studies, creative arts, Indigenous Knowledge, education, and anthropology tackle various
entanglements between the human, the more-than-human, and watery Australian spaces in modern
culture. It is the first volume to offer a specific, dedicated focus on the intersections between
Australian space and the blue humanities, and it offers a pathway for those wishing to explore,
critique, and advance ideas around the blue humanities in both research and teaching. Directly
contributing to a growing interdisciplinary field, this is the first book to comprehensively examine
the blue in Australia, appealing to scholars, educators, and students working across the humanities
and social sciences with an interest in the environmental humanities, ecopolitics, ecocriticism, the
blue humanities, cultural geography, environmental history, and the role of place. Chapter 2 of this
book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  what is ecological imperialism: Urban Governance in Southeast Asia Ambe J. Njoh,
2024-07-30 The book draws from regulation theory to explain urban planning policies and outcomes
in Southeast Asia as a function of governance structures and processes. A considerable portion of
the book is spent re-tracing the historical roots of planning dispositives, including the totality of
institutional entities, which together constitute an apparatus of government in South-East Asian
polities. Therefore, of essence in the book are the institutional structures and administrative
principles, that were introduced by colonial authorities and inherited by their post-colonial
successors in South-East Asia. The book seeks to demonstrate the role of the policies and
commensurate implementation institutional frameworks in accounting for important dynamics in the
contemporary urban domain in the region. In analyzing the institutional framework for urban
planning and governance, the book is doing due diligence to a hitherto neglected subject, namely
governmentality, in the discourse on the political economy of urban management in Southeast Asia.
Thus, the book is intended to acknowledge the importance of institutions in determining the success
of urban development policies. The notion of institutions or governmentality as will be used in the
book includes, de facto governance structures, government and parastatal agencies and the formal
rules and regulations they are charged with implementing. The book is based on the premise that
knowledge of institutions and their functions is critical in explaining phenomena in economic
geography. This is particularly true in Southeast Asian countries because of the dominant and
overarching role of the state or government agencies in the economy.
  what is ecological imperialism: A Millennium of Cultural Contact Alistair Paterson,
2016-06-16 Alistair Paterson has written a comprehensive textbook detailing the millennium of
cultural contact between European societies and those of the rest of the world. Beginning with the
Norse intersection with indigenous peoples of Greenland, Paterson uses case studies and regional
overviews to describe the various patterns by which European groups influenced, overcame, and
were resisted by the populations of Africa, the Americas, East Asia, Oceania, and Australia. Based
largely on the evidence of archaeology, he is able to detail the unique interactions at many specific
points of contact and display the wide variations in exploration, conquest, colonization, avoidance,
and resistance at various spots around the globe. Paterson’s broad, student-friendly treatment of the
history and archaeology of the last millennium will be useful for courses in historical archaeology,
world history, and social change.
  what is ecological imperialism: The ^AOxford World History of Empire Peter Fibiger
Bang, C. A. Bayly, Walter Scheidel, 2020-11-07 Volume One is dedicated to synthesis and
comparison. Following a comprehensive theoretical survey and bold world history synthesis, fifteen
chapters analyze and explore the multifaceted experience of empire across cultures and through the
ages.
  what is ecological imperialism: Just Conservation Adrian Martin, 2017-04-21 Loss of



biodiversity is one of the great environmental challenges facing humanity but unfortunately efforts
to reduce the rate of loss have so far failed. At the same time, these efforts have too often resulted in
unjust social outcomes in which people living in or near to areas designated for conservation lose
access to their territories and resources. In this book the author argues that our approach to
biodiversity conservation needs to be more strongly informed by a concern for and understanding of
social justice issues. Injustice can be a driver of biodiversity loss and a barrier to efforts at
preservation. Conversely, the pursuit of social justice can be a strong motivation to find solutions to
environmental problems. The book therefore argues that the pursuit of socially just conservation is
not only intrinsically the right thing to do, but will also be instrumental in bringing about greater
success. The argument for a more socially just conservation is initially developed conceptually,
drawing upon ideas of environmental justice that incorporate concerns for distribution, procedure
and recognition. It is then applied to a range of approaches to conservation including benefit sharing
arrangements, integrated conservation and development projects and market-based approaches
such as sustainable timber certification and payments for ecosystem services schemes. Case studies
are drawn from the author's research in Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, Laos, Bolivia, China and India.
  what is ecological imperialism: Green Issues and Debates Howard S. Schiffman,
2011-05-03 Green Issues and Debates explores the multitude of threats to sustainable life on earth
and the myriad of controversies surrounding potential solutions. The grayer shades of green are
deeply examined, including such heady questions as: Is ethanol production from corn a recipe for
famine? Does offshore drilling pose more of a risk to the environment than the problem it solves? Is
clean coal a viable option or is it simply polluting the energy dilemma? Are genetically modified
foods helpful or harmful? Well-respected scholars present more than 150 articles presented in A-to-Z
format focusing on issues brought to the forefront by the green movement with carefully balanced
pro and con viewpoints. A valuable tool for students of all facets of ecology, the environment, and
sustainable development, the volume fully engages the reader, inspiring further debate within the
classroom. Vivid photographs, searchable hyperlinks, numerous cross references, an extensive
resource guide, and a clear, accessible writing style make the Green Society volumes ideal for the
classroom as well as for research.
  what is ecological imperialism: Empires of Sustainability Joseph Murphy, 2024-06-07
Focussing on the greening of imperialisms and empires, Empires of Sustainability analyses the shift
around the world from denial of the environmental crisis to action to prevent catastrophe, and the
resulting implications. Evidence of this shift is clear in widespread and purposeful social change
which is gathering momentum. The book explains how globalisation accelerated us towards the
crisis, and today, even as its own legitimacy is being questioned, is evolving through solutions and
responses to it. Looking ahead and as the environmental crisis worsens, two possible futures are
discerned and explored. One is that through universal actions to save the planet, shaped by
interweaving political and economic forces, the hegemony of globalisation is restored, albeit in a
green form. The other is that the world reorganises into competing spheres of influence, with
politics, economics and the environment interwoven differently in each case. In these ways, we face
the prospect of one or more Empires of Sustainability emerging over the decades ahead, unless we
build a better alternative society. The author presents an alternative: a more diverse World of Caring
Places. This accessible book will appeal to students and scholars of international political economy,
sustainability and environmental studies, and analysts, policy makers, campaigners and others
concerned about the future of relations between people and planet.
  what is ecological imperialism: Postcolonial Ecocriticism Graham Huggan, Helen Tiffin,
2015-04-17 This second edition of Postcolonial Ecocriticism, a book foundational for its field, has
been updated to consider recent developments in the area such as environmental humanities and
animal studies. Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin examine transverse relations between humans,
animals and the environment across a wide range of postcolonial literary texts and also address key
issues such as global warming, food security, human over-population in the context of animal
extinction, queer ecology, and the connections between postcolonial and disability theory.



Considering the postcolonial first from an environmental and then a zoocritical perspective, the book
looks at: Narratives of development in postcolonial writing Entitlement, belonging and the pastoral
Colonial 'asset stripping' and the Christian mission The politics of eating and the representation of
cannibalism Animality and spirituality Sentimentality and anthropomorphism The changing place of
humans and animals in a 'posthuman' world. With a new preface written specifically for this edition
and an annotated list of suggestions for further reading, Postcolonial Ecocriticism offers a
comprehensive and fully up-to-date introduction to a rapidly expanding field.
  what is ecological imperialism: Handbook on Alternative Global Development Franklin
Obeng-Odoom, 2023-11-03 Challenging the dominant and mainstream views in global development,
this pioneering Handbook questions the entirety of the development process in order to outline
holistic political economies of development, discontents, and alternatives.
  what is ecological imperialism: Engineering Asia Hiromi Mizuno, Aaron S. Moore, John
DiMoia, 2018-08-09 Weaving together chapters on imperial Japan's wartime mobilization, Asia's first
wave of postwar decolonization, and Cold War geopolitical conflict in the region, Engineering Asia
seeks to demonstrate how Asia's present prosperity did not arise from a so-called 'economic miracle'
but from the violent and dynamic events of the 20th century. The book argues that what continued
to operate throughout these tumultuous eras were engineering networks of technology. Constructed
at first for colonial development under Japan, these networks transformed into channels of overseas
development aid that constituted the Cold War system in Asia. Through highlighting how these
networks helped shape Asia's contemporary economic landscape, Engineering Asia challenges
dominant narratives in Western scholarship of an 'economic miracle' in Japan and South Korea, and
the 'Asian Tigers' of Southeast Asia. Students and scholars of East Asian studies, development
studies, postcolonialism, Cold War studies and the history of technology and science will find this
book immensely useful.
  what is ecological imperialism: Ireland and Ecocriticism Eóin Flannery, 2015-10-05 This
book is the first truly interdisciplinary intervention into the burgeoning field of Irish ecological
criticism. Providing original and nuanced readings of Irish cultural texts and personalities in terms
of contemporary ecological criticism, Flannery’s readings of Irish literary fiction, poetry, travel
writing, non-fiction, and essay writing are ground-breaking in their depth and scope. Explorations of
figures and texts from Irish cultural and political history, including John McGahern, Derek Mahon,
Roger Casement, and Tim Robinson, among many others, enable and invigorate the discipline of
Irish cultural studies, and international ecocriticism on the whole. This book addresses the need to
impress the urgency of lateral ecological awareness and responsibility among Irish cultural and
political commentators; to highlight continuities and disparities between Irish ecological thought,
writing, and praxis, and those of differential international writers, critics, and activists; and to
establish both the singularity and contiguity of Irish ecological criticism to the wider international
field of ecological criticism. With the introduction of concepts such as ecocosmopolitanism, deep
history, ethics of proximity, Gaia Theory, urban ecology, and postcolonial environmentalism to Irish
cultural studies, it takes Irish cultural studies in bracing new directions. Flannery furnishes working
examples of the necessary interdisciplinarity of ecological criticism, and impresses the relevance of
the Irish context to the broader debates within international ecological criticism. Crucially, the
volume imports ecological critical paradigms into the field of Irish studies, and demonstrates the
value of such conceptual dialogue for the future of Irish cultural and political criticism. This
pioneering intervention exhibits the complexity of different Irish cultural and historical responses to
ecological exploitation, degradation, and social justice.
  what is ecological imperialism: The Oxford World History of Empire Peter Fibiger Bang,
Christopher Alan Bayly, Walter Scheidel, 2021 This is the first world history of empire, reaching
from the third millennium BCE to the present. By combining synthetic surveys, thematic
comparative essays, and numerous chapters on specific empires, its two volumes provide
unparalleled coverage of imperialism throughout history and across continents, from Asia to Europe
and from Africa to the Americas. Only a few decades ago empire was believed to be a thing of the



past; now it is clear that it has been and remains one of the most enduring forms of political
organization and power. We cannot understand the dynamics and resilience of empire without
moving decisively beyond the study of individual cases or particular periods, such as the relatively
short age of European colonialism. The history of empire, as these volumes amply demonstrate,
needs to be drawn on the much broader canvas of global history. Volume I: The Imperial Experience
is dedicated to synthesis and comparison. Following a comprehensive theoretical survey and bold
world history synthesis, fifteen chapters analyze and explore the multifaceted experience of empire
across cultures and through the ages. The broad range of perspectives includes: scale, world
systems and geopolitics, military organization, political economy and elite formation, monumental
display, law, mapping and registering, religion, literature, the politics of difference, resistance,
energy transfers, ecology, memories, and the decline of empires. This broad set of topics is united by
the central theme of power, examined under four headings: systems of power, cultures of power,
disparities of power, and memory and decline. Taken together, these chapters offer a comprehensive
and unique view of the imperial experience in world history.
  what is ecological imperialism: Sustainable Economic Development Giorgos Meramveliotakis,
Manolis Manioudis, 2024-11-14 Drawing on political economy and economic pluralism, this book
explores issues in sustainable economic development from a macro perspective. In contrast to the
vast majority of studies on contemporary development problems, which are focused on micro-level
theory, method, and policy, this volume brings together both heterodox and mainstream
perspectives. The international cast of contributors thus brings a pluralistic approach to core
contemporary topics including digital transformation, climate change, degrowth and the effects of
the pandemic crisis. Methods range from frameworks used to analyse public policy and institutional
change, to modes of analyses including historically grounded narratives and conceptualisations of
grand theories. Each chapter surveys the origins, development, key features, applications, and
frontiers of a particular viewpoint, framework, or mode of analysis. This book makes a vital
contribution to the literature on economic development, sustainable development, capitalism, and
sustainability more broadly.
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