
tortoise and hare animation

tortoise and hare animation is a captivating and enduring subject in the realm of storytelling and visual

arts. This classic fable, which illustrates the timeless moral that "slow and steady wins the race," has

been adapted into various animated forms over the decades. From traditional hand-drawn cartoons to

modern digital animation, the tortoise and hare animation continues to engage audiences with its blend

of humor, lessons, and creativity. This article explores the history, techniques, and impact of tortoise

and hare animation, providing insights into its production and cultural significance. Additionally, it

covers notable examples and the evolution of animation styles used in these adaptations. The

following sections will guide readers through a detailed examination of the tortoise and hare animation

phenomenon.
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Origins of the Fable in Animation

The story of the tortoise and the hare originates from Aesop's fables, a collection of moral tales dating

back to ancient Greece. The narrative was first adapted into animation during the early 20th century

when animated shorts became popular. Early animations used simple, hand-drawn techniques to bring

the characters to life, capturing the essence of the story with expressive motions and exaggerated

personalities. These initial adaptations set the foundation for the enduring popularity of tortoise and

hare animation in visual media.

Evolution Through the Decades

Over the decades, tortoise and hare animation evolved significantly. The 1930s and 1940s saw the

rise of more sophisticated hand-drawn animations, often produced by major studios such as Walt

Disney and Warner Bros. These versions introduced more dynamic storytelling and higher production

values. In the latter half of the 20th century, the advent of television expanded the reach of these

animations, making the tortoise and hare story accessible to a wider audience. Each era brought new

techniques and styles, reflecting technological advancements and changing audience preferences.

Animation Techniques Used

Traditional Hand-Drawn Animation

Traditional hand-drawn animation remains one of the most iconic techniques used for tortoise and hare

animation. This method involves creating each frame by hand, using pencil and paper or cels.

Animators meticulously draw the movements of the tortoise and hare, emphasizing their contrasting

speeds and personalities. The charm of hand-drawn animation lies in its fluidity and expressive detail,

which effectively conveys the story’s moral in a visually engaging way.



Stop-Motion and Claymation

Stop-motion animation, including claymation, has also been employed to bring the tortoise and hare to

life. This technique involves photographing physical models one frame at a time to simulate movement.

The tactile nature of stop-motion adds a unique texture and depth to the animation, offering a fresh

perspective on the classic tale. Stop-motion versions often appeal to audiences looking for a more

artisanal and visually distinctive interpretation.

Digital and 3D Animation

With the rise of computer technology, digital and 3D animation have become prominent in modern

tortoise and hare adaptations. These techniques allow for more complex visuals, smoother motion, and

enhanced effects. Digital animation offers flexibility in editing and rendering, enabling animators to

experiment with new styles and storytelling methods. 3D models of the tortoise and hare can be

manipulated in virtual space, creating dynamic races and environments that were not possible with

traditional techniques.

Frame-by-frame hand-drawn animation

Stop-motion and clay animation

Digital 2D animation

3D computer-generated imagery (CGI)

Motion capture technology (in some modern adaptations)



Notable Tortoise and Hare Animations

Classic Animated Shorts

One of the most influential tortoise and hare animations is the 1935 Disney short "The Tortoise and

the Hare," which showcased the studio’s pioneering animation techniques and storytelling prowess.

This short film emphasized character personalities and used clever pacing to dramatize the race. Such

classics remain a benchmark for quality and creativity in tortoise and hare animation, inspiring

numerous subsequent adaptations.

Television Adaptations

Throughout the 20th century, various television series included episodes or segments based on the

tortoise and hare fable. These adaptations often tailored the story to fit episodic formats, incorporating

humor and modern settings to appeal to contemporary viewers. Television helped popularize the

narrative and introduced it to generations of children, reinforcing its moral lessons through repeated

exposure.

Modern Film and Digital Media

Recent years have witnessed the incorporation of tortoise and hare themes in feature films and digital

media projects. Animation studios have reimagined the story with updated visuals and expanded plots,

sometimes blending genres or adding new characters. These modern versions demonstrate the

versatility of tortoise and hare animation and its ability to resonate with diverse audiences worldwide.

Cultural Impact and Significance



Educational Value

Tortoise and hare animation serves as a valuable educational tool, teaching children important life

lessons such as perseverance, humility, and the dangers of arrogance. The engaging visual format

aids in comprehension and retention of these morals. Educators and parents often use these

animations to introduce ethical concepts in an accessible and memorable way.

Influence on Popular Culture

The tortoise and hare motif has permeated popular culture beyond animation, inspiring references in

literature, advertising, sports, and corporate messaging. Its symbolism of steady effort versus

overconfidence resonates universally, making it a powerful metaphor in various contexts. The

animation adaptations have played a critical role in maintaining the story’s relevance and visibility in

modern society.

Teaching perseverance and patience

Highlighting consequences of arrogance

Symbolizing steady progress in competitive fields

Inspiring creative reinterpretations in media

Serving as a cultural touchstone across generations



Modern Adaptations and Innovations

Interactive and Educational Apps

The integration of tortoise and hare animation into interactive apps and educational software reflects

the growing trend of digital learning. These platforms combine animation with interactive elements such

as games and quizzes, enhancing engagement and reinforcing the story’s lessons. The adaptability of

the tortoise and hare narrative makes it ideal for multimedia educational tools.

Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality

Emerging technologies like virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) offer new horizons for

tortoise and hare animation. VR experiences can immerse users in the race, allowing them to view the

story from different perspectives or even participate in the competition. AR applications bring

characters into real-world environments via mobile devices, creating innovative ways to experience the

classic fable.

Social Media and Short-Form Content

In the era of social media, tortoise and hare animation has found new life in short-form videos and

animated GIFs. Creators use these formats to deliver quick, impactful versions of the story or to

parody its themes. This trend demonstrates the flexibility of tortoise and hare animation in adapting to

contemporary content consumption habits.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the 'Tortoise and Hare' animation about?

The 'Tortoise and Hare' animation is a visual retelling of the classic Aesop's fable where a slow and

steady tortoise wins a race against a swift but overconfident hare, highlighting the moral that

perseverance and consistency often lead to success.

Who created the most famous 'Tortoise and Hare' animation?

One of the most famous adaptations was created by Walt Disney in 1935 as part of the Silly

Symphonies series, which won an Academy Award for Best Short Subject (Cartoon).

What animation techniques are commonly used in 'Tortoise and Hare'

animations?

Traditional hand-drawn animation, stop-motion, and more recently, 3D computer animation techniques

are commonly used to bring the characters and story of the 'Tortoise and Hare' to life.

How has the 'Tortoise and Hare' animation evolved over time?

The animation has evolved from simple black-and-white hand-drawn shorts to colorful, high-definition

3D animations, incorporating modern storytelling elements and advanced visual effects to engage

contemporary audiences.

Where can I watch classic 'Tortoise and Hare' animations?

Classic animations like Disney's 'Tortoise and Hare' can be found on streaming platforms such as

Disney+, YouTube, and sometimes on educational websites or classic animation collections.

Are there any educational uses for the 'Tortoise and Hare' animation?

Yes, the animation is widely used in educational settings to teach children about morals, perseverance,

and the value of steady effort, as well as introducing them to animation as an art form.



What makes the 'Tortoise and Hare' animation still relevant today?

Its timeless moral lesson, relatable characters, and engaging storytelling continue to resonate with

audiences, while modern animation techniques help keep the story fresh and appealing to new

generations.

Can the 'Tortoise and Hare' fable be adapted into different animation

styles?

Absolutely, the fable has been adapted into various styles including traditional 2D, 3D CGI, stop-

motion, and even experimental animation, each bringing a unique perspective to the classic story.

How long is the typical 'Tortoise and Hare' animated short?

Most 'Tortoise and Hare' animated shorts range from 5 to 10 minutes, making them concise yet

effective in conveying the story and its moral lesson.

Additional Resources

1. The Tortoise and the Hare: Classic Fable in Animation

This book explores the timeless fable of the tortoise and the hare through the lens of animation. It

delves into various animated adaptations, highlighting how different studios have brought the story to

life. The book also examines the moral lessons conveyed through visual storytelling and character

design.

2. Animating Animal Tales: The Art of Tortoise and Hare

Focusing on animal characters in animation, this book provides an in-depth look at the techniques

used to animate the tortoise and the hare. It covers the challenges of character movement,

expressions, and personality development. Readers will find interviews with animators and step-by-step

breakdowns of key scenes.



3. Speed and Steadiness: Animation Techniques in Tortoise and Hare Stories

This title highlights the contrast between speed and steadiness, central themes in the tortoise and hare

narrative, and how these qualities are portrayed through animation. It discusses pacing, timing, and the

use of motion to emphasize character traits. The book is a valuable resource for animators and

storytellers alike.

4. Fables in Motion: Bringing Tortoise and Hare to Life

A comprehensive guide on adapting classic fables into animated films, with a focus on the tortoise and

hare story. It covers scriptwriting, storyboarding, and character design specific to fable adaptations.

The book also includes case studies of successful animated fable projects.

5. The Hare’s Sprint and the Tortoise’s Journey: Narrative Animation

This book explores narrative structure and character arcs within the animated tortoise and hare tale. It

analyzes how pacing and character development contribute to the story’s impact. The book offers

insights into crafting compelling animation narratives based on simple fables.

6. Character Design in Tortoise and Hare Animation

Dedicated to the visual creation of the tortoise and hare characters, this book delves into design

principles and stylistic choices. It discusses anthropomorphism, color theory, and the balance between

realism and cartoon exaggeration. Artists and animators will find practical tips for designing memorable

characters.

7. Classic Fables, Modern Animation: The Tortoise and Hare Reimagined

This book examines contemporary reinterpretations of the tortoise and hare story in animation. It

highlights how modern technology and storytelling techniques have refreshed this classic tale. The

book also explores cultural variations and new moral perspectives introduced in recent adaptations.

8. Animating the Race: Motion and Emotion in Tortoise and Hare

Focusing on the animation of racing scenes, this book breaks down the techniques used to convey

speed, tension, and emotion. It studies frame rates, motion blur, and expressive character animation

within the context of the tortoise and hare competition. The book is ideal for animators looking to



enhance dynamic sequences.

9. From Page to Screen: The Tortoise and Hare Animation Journey

This title traces the process of converting the tortoise and hare fable from written text to animated film.

It covers adaptation challenges, storyboard development, and the collaboration between writers and

animators. The book provides a behind-the-scenes look at bringing a classic story to animated life.
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Glebas, the director of Piglet's Big Day, guides you through the animation design process in a way
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2017-07-28 Animation has a lot to do with acting. That is, character animation, not the standardized,
mechanical process of animation. Acting and animation are highly creative processes. This book is
divided into two parts: From film history we learn about the importance of actors and the variety of
acting that goes into animation; then, we will turn to the actor's point of view to describe the various
techniques involved. Through exhaustive research and interviews with people ranging from the late
Ray Harryhausen, Jim Danforth, Joe Letteri, and Bruno Bozzetto, this book will be the primary
source for animators and animation actors. Key Features Interviews with industry legends are found
throughout this exhaustive work on animation From film history we learn about the importance of
actors and the variety of acting that goes into animation, then turn to the actor's point of view to
describe the various techniques involved Coverage of acting from Vaudeville to Rotoscoping to
Performance Capture Case studies throughout bring the content to life while providing actionable
tools and techniques that can be used immediately
  tortoise and hare animation: Quantitative Reasoning in Mathematics and Science
Education Gülseren Karagöz Akar, İsmail Özgür Zembat, Selahattin Arslan, Patrick W. Thompson,
2023-01-01 This book focuses on quantitative reasoning as an orienting framework to analyse
learning, teaching and curriculum in mathematics and science education. Quantitative reasoning
plays a vital role in learning concepts foundational to arithmetic, algebra, calculus, geometry,
trigonometry and other ideas in STEM. The book draws upon the importance of quantitative
reasoning and its crucial role in education. It particularly delves into quantitative reasoning related
to the learning and teaching diverse mathematics and science concepts, conceptual analysis of
mathematical and scientific ideas and analysis of school mathematics (K-16) curricula in different
contexts. We believe that it can be considered as a reference book to be used by researchers,
teacher educators, curriculum developers and pre- and in-service teachers.
  tortoise and hare animation: Walt Disney's Silly Symphonies Russell Merritt, J. B. Kaufman,
2006 Launched by Walt Disney in 1929 as a musical novelty series to complement his recent success
with Mickey Mouse, the Silly Symphonies soon became much more. This line of delightfully
innovative, animated cartoons ran for ten years and produced such classics as Three Little Pigs, The
Tortoise and the Hare, Music Land, and The Old Mill. Silly Symphonies won every Academy Award
presented to animation shorts throughout the 1930s.From the authors of the prize-winning Walt in
Wonderland: The Silent Films of Walt Disney, this richly illustrated volume is a complete history of
the Silly Symphonies including detailed entries for all the Symphonies along with a lengthy critical
analysis and production history of the series.
  tortoise and hare animation: Understanding Kids, Play, and Interactive Design Mark
Schlichting, 2019-09-12 This book is a way of sharing insights empirically gathered, over decades of
interactive media development, by the author and other children’s designers. Included is as much
emerging theory as possible in order to provide background for practical and technical aspects of
design while still keeping the information accessible. The author's intent for this book is not to
create an academic treatise but to furnish an insightful and practical manual for the next generation
of children’s interactive media and game designers. Key Features Provides practical detailing of how
children's developmental needs and capabilities translate to specific design elements of a piece of
media Serves as an invaluable reference for anyone who is designing interactive games for children
(or adults) Detailed discussions of how children learn and how they play Provides lots of examples
and design tips on how to design content that will be appealing and effective for various age ranges
Accessible approach, based on years of successful creative business experience, covers basics across
the gamut from developmental needs and learning theories to formats, colors, and sounds
  tortoise and hare animation: A Celebration of Animation Martin Gitlin, Joseph Wos,
2018-03-15 Few morose thoughts permeate the brain when Yosemite Sam calls Bugs Bunny a
“long-eared galut” or a frustrated Homer Simpson blurts out his famous catch-word, “D’oh!” A
Celebration of Animation explores the best-of-the-best cartoon characters from the 1920s to the 21st
century. Casting a wide net, it includes characters both serious and humorous, and ranging from
silly to malevolent. But all the greats gracing this book are sure to trigger nostalgic memories of



carefree Saturday mornings or after-school hours with family and friends in front of the TV set.
  tortoise and hare animation: Heritage Comics Auctions, Dallas Signature Auction Catalog
#817 Ivy Press, 2005-06
  tortoise and hare animation: Animation Scott Curtis, 2019-02-08 From the earliest motion
pictures and cartoons of the 1900s, to the latest 3D animated feature and CGI blockbuster,
animation has always been a part of the cinematic experience. While the boundaries between
animation and live-action have often been carefully tended, the ubiquity of contemporary computer
imaging certainly blurs those lines, thereby confirming the importance of animation for the history
of American cinema. The last installment of the acclaimed Behind the Silver Screen series,
Animation explores the variety of technologies and modes of production throughout the history of
American animation: the artisanal, solitary labors of early animators such as Winsor McCay, or of
independent animators such as Mary Ellen Bute; the industrial assembly lines of Hollywood
studio-unit animation; the parsimonious production houses of the post-studio, post-war era; the
collaborative approach of boutique animation and special-effect houses. Drawing on archival
sources, this volume provides not only an overview of American animation history, but also, by
focusing on the relationship between production and style, a unique approach to understanding
animation in general.
  tortoise and hare animation: Rediscovered Classics of Japanese Animation Maria Chiara
Oltolini, 2024-01-25 Rediscovered Classics of Japanese Animation is the first academic work to
examine World Masterpiece Theater (Sekai Meisaku Gekijô, 1969-2009), which popularized the
practice of adapting foreign children's books into long-running animated series and laid the
groundwork for powerhouses like Studio Ghibli. World Masterpiece Theater (Sekai Meisaku Gekijô,
1969-2009) is a TV staple created by the Japanese studio Nippon Animation, which popularized the
practice of adapting foreign children's books into long-running animated series. Once generally
dismissed by critics, the series is now frequently investigated as a key early work of legendary
animators Isao Takahata and Hayao Miyazaki. In the first book-length examination of the series,
Maria Chiara Oltolini analyzes cultural significance of World Masterpiece Theater, and the ways in
which the series pioneered the importance of children's fiction for Japanese animation studios and
laid the groundwork for powerhouses like Studio Ghibli. Adapting a novel for animation also means
decoding (and re-coding) socio-cultural patterns embedded in a narrative. World Masterpiece
Theater stands as a unique example of this linguistic, medial, and cultural hybridisation. Popular
children's classics such as Little Women, Peter Pan, and Anne of Green Gables became the starting
point of a full-fledged negotiation process in which Japanese animators retold a whole range of
narratives that have one basic formula in common: archetypal stories with an educational purpose.
In particular, the series played a role in shaping the pop culture image of a young girl (shôjo).
Examining the series through the lens of animation studies as well as adaptation studies, Oltolini
sheds new light on this long-neglected staple of Japanese animation history.
  tortoise and hare animation: Catalog of Educational Captioned Films for the Deaf United
States. Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services. Captioned Films and
Telecommunications Branch, 1980
  tortoise and hare animation: Catalog of Educational Captioned Films for the Deaf , 1980
  tortoise and hare animation: The Animated Man Michael Barrier, 2007-04-30 Walt Disney
(1901-1966) was one of the most significant creative forces of the twentieth century, a man who
made a lasting impact on the art of the animated film, the history of American business, and the
evolution of twentieth-century American culture. He was both a creative visionary and a dynamic
entrepreneur, roles whose demands he often could not reconcile. In his compelling new biography,
noted animation historian Michael Barrier avoids the well-traveled paths of previous biographers,
who have tended to portray a blemish-free Disney or to indulge in lurid speculation. Instead, he
takes the full measure of the man in his many aspects. A consummate storyteller, Barrier describes
how Disney transformed himself from Midwestern farm boy to scrambling young businessman to
pioneering artist and, finally, to entrepreneur on a grand scale. Barrier describes in absorbing detail



how Disney synchronized sound with animation in Steamboat Willie; created in Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs sympathetic cartoon characters whose appeal rivaled that of the best live-action
performers; grasped television’s true potential as an unparalleled promotional device; and—not
least—parlayed a backyard railroad into the Disneyland juggernaut. Based on decades of painstaking
research in the Disney studio’s archives and dozens of public and private archives in the United
States and Europe, The Animated Man offers freshly documented and illuminating accounts of
Disney’s childhood and young adulthood in rural Missouri and Kansas City. It sheds new light on
such crucial episodes in Disney’s life as the devastating 1941 strike at his studio, when his ambitions
as artist and entrepreneur first came into serious conflict. Beginning in 1969, two and a half years
after Disney’s death, Barrier recorded long interviews with more than 150 people who worked
alongside Disney, some as early as 1922. Now almost all deceased, only a few were ever interviewed
for other books. Barrier juxtaposes Disney’s own recollections against the memories of those other
players to great effect. What emerges is a portrait of Walt Disney as a flawed but fascinating artist,
one whose imaginative leaps allowed him to vault ahead of the competition and produce work that
even today commands the attention of audiences worldwide.
  tortoise and hare animation: Directing at Disney Don Peri, Pete Docter, 2024-09-17 This
untold history collection chronicles the progression of the animation director role during the 1920s
through the 1970s. For students of filmmaking and management, this book serves as go-to resource
for a complex and sometimes technical role that demanded precision. For all Disney fans, these
personal portraits of Walt’s closest creative leaders offer a fuller picture behind the stories,
characters, and magical realms in Disney’s beloved and respected animated films. When the very
first animated films appeared, there were no directors. With no actors, sets, costumes, or sound,
what appeared onscreen was simply decided and drawn by an animator. Since early films were
usually made by only one or two artists, there was little need for planning. Organization was loose.
When Walt Disney started animating on shorts and advertising projects in Kansas City, Missouri, he
followed that process, along with fellow artist and friend Ub Iwerks. Walt found that his strength
was in story and character. He began writing outlines, describing what would appear scene by
scene. Soon the text was accompanied by a sketch previsualizing the layout, giving all animators
working on a film a clear vision of how their parts fit into the whole. Ultimately, Walt shepherded
stories from their inception through every revision and gag. He approved every camera angle. He
dictated what happened in every shot, sometimes every frame, obsessing over every detail. While
not credited as such onscreen, Walt was the first Disney director. As the Disney studio grew, Walt
organically evolved the role of director, reflecting the amount of trust he had in those he worked
with, his interest in a specific project, and what other projects he had on his plate. Walt expected his
directors to follow his instructions—and to improve the work at every turn. Directing at Disney: The
Original Directors of Walt's Animated Films offers the little-known history behind Walt's
foundational directors, such as Wilfred Jackson, Clyde Geronimi, and Dave Hand. These talents
directed some of the most beloved films in existence—Snow White and Seven Dwarfs, Pinocchio,
Peter Pan, and One Hundred and One Dalmatians—yet virtually no one has heard of them . . . until
now.
  tortoise and hare animation: After Disney Neil O'Brien, 2025-03-04 The untold succession
struggle at Walt Disney Productions following the death of its founder, and the generational
transformation which led to the birth of the modern multibillion-dollar animation industry. Walt
Disney left behind big dreams when he died in 1966. Perhaps none was greater than the hope that
his son-in-law, Ron Miller, would someday run his studio. Under Miller’s leadership, Disney
expanded into new frontiers: global theme parks, computer animation, cable television, home video,
and video games. Despite these innovations, Ron struggled to expand the Disney brand beyond its
midcentury image of wholesome family entertainment, even as times and tastes evolved. Tensions
between Miller and Walt’s nephew, Roy E. Disney, threatened to destroy the company, leading Wall
Street “Gordon Gekko” types to come after Mickey Mouse. At the same time, the aging Animation
Department—once the core of Walt’s business—was one memo away from shutting down forever.



Rather, thanks to the radical efforts of Walt’s veterans to recruit and nurture young talent, it was
revived by this sudden influx of artists who would go on to revolutionize the film industry.
Additionally, this new generation would prove over time that animation was so much more than just
kids’ stuff—it was a multibillion dollar industry. This is the upstairs-downstairs story of the
executives and animators who clashed and collaborated to keep America’s most storied company
alive during the most uncertain period in its one hundred year history.
  tortoise and hare animation: The Routledge Companion to Film History William Guynn,
2010-09-13 The Routledge Companion to Film History is an indispensable guide for anyone studying
film history for the first time. The approach taken presents a substantial and readable overview of
the field and provides students with a tool of reference that will be valuable throughout their
studies. The volume is divided into two parts. The first is a set of eleven essays that approaches film
history around the following themes: History of the moving image Film as art and popular culture
Production process Evolution of sound Alternative modes: experimental, documentary, animation
Cultural difference Film’s relationship to history The second is a critical dictionary that explains
concepts, summarizes debates in film studies, defines technical terms, describes major periods and
movements, and discusses historical situations and the film industry. The volume as a whole is
designed as an active system of cross-references: readers of the essays are referred to dictionary
entries (and vice versa) and both provide short bibliographies that encourage readers to investigate
topics.
  tortoise and hare animation: Animation Paul Wells, 2019-07-25 Animation: Genre and
Authorship explores the distinctive language of animation, its production processes, and the
particular questions about who makes it, under what conditions, and with what purpose. In this first
study to look specifically at the ways in which animation displays unique models of ‘auteurism’ and
how it revises generic categories, Paul Wells challenges the prominence of live-action moviemaking
as the first form of contemporary cinema and visual culture. The book also includes interviews with
Ray Harryhausen and Caroline Leaf, and a full timeline of the history of animation.
  tortoise and hare animation: The Japanification of Children's Popular Culture Mark I. West,
2008-10-23 Godzilla stomped his way into American movie theaters in 1956, and ever since then
Japanese trends and cultural products have had a major impact on children's popular culture in
America. This can be seen in the Hello Kitty paraphernalia phenomenon, the popularity of anime
television programs like Pokemon and Dragon Ball Z, computer games, and Hayao Miyazaki's
award-winning films, such as Spirited Away and Princess Mononoke. The Japanification of Children's
Popular Culture brings together contributors from different backgrounds, each exploring a
particular aspect of this phenomenon from different angles, from scholarly examinations to
recounting personal experiences. The book explains the interconnections among the various aspects
of Japanese influence and discusses American responses to anime and other forms of Japanese
popular culture.
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