
the things they carried setting
the things they carried setting plays a crucial role in understanding Tim O’Brien’s acclaimed work,
which vividly portrays the complex experiences of soldiers during the Vietnam War. The novel’s
setting is not merely a backdrop but an active and dynamic element that shapes the narrative,
influencing characters’ emotions, decisions, and the overall tone. The physical environment of
Vietnam’s jungles, villages, and battlefields contrasts sharply with the soldiers’ memories and
reflections, highlighting themes of fear, courage, and trauma. Additionally, the temporal setting
oscillates between the war period and later reflections in the United States, providing a layered
perspective on the soldiers’ experiences. This article explores the various aspects of the things they
carried setting, examining both its geographic and temporal dimensions, and how these settings
contribute to the broader themes within the novel.
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Geographical Setting of The Things They Carried

The geographic setting of the things they carried is primarily the dense, humid jungles of Vietnam
where much of the novel’s action takes place. Tim O’Brien situates his narrative in various locations
across Vietnam, including the Mekong Delta, the village of Than Khe, and other combat zones. These
settings are depicted with detailed descriptions of the landscape, flora, and weather conditions, which
collectively contribute to the oppressive and unpredictable atmosphere of the war. The jungles are
portrayed as both a physical and psychological barrier, isolating the soldiers and heightening their
sense of vulnerability.

Key Locations in Vietnam

The narrative frequently references specific locations that hold strategic or emotional importance for
the soldiers:

Than Khe Village: A pivotal site of combat and emotional conflict, representing the harsh
realities and moral ambiguities of war.



The Mekong Delta: Characterized by its waterways and dense vegetation, this area
symbolizes the complexity and confusion faced by soldiers.

Firebases and Outposts: These isolated military camps emphasize the constant threat of
ambush and the soldiers’ precarious existence.

These geographical settings not only ground the story in a realistic context but also reinforce the
themes of danger, isolation, and the unknown that permeate the novel.

Temporal Setting and Its Significance

The temporal setting of the things they carried oscillates between the mid-1960s during the Vietnam
War and the post-war period in the United States. This dual timeline structure allows O’Brien to
contrast the immediate experiences of combat with the long-term psychological aftermath faced by
veterans. The shifts in time enable readers to understand how memories of the war persist and
evolve, shaping the soldiers’ identities and their relationships with civilian life.

War Years: 1968-1969

Most of the combat scenes are set in 1968 and 1969, a period marked by intense military operations
and significant political turmoil. The narrative captures the soldiers’ day-to-day experiences during
this time, including patrols, firefights, and moments of camaraderie and fear. This temporal setting is
crucial for conveying the immediacy of danger and the soldiers’ constant struggle for survival.

Post-War Reflections

Later sections of the novel occur years after the war, focusing on the protagonist’s reflections and
attempts to reconcile with the past. These moments reveal the enduring impact of trauma and the
challenges of reintegration into American society. The temporal shift highlights the contrast between
the chaos of Vietnam and the complexity of memory and storytelling.

Physical Environment and Atmosphere

The physical environment in the things they carried setting is described in vivid detail, emphasizing
the sensory experiences of the soldiers. The oppressive heat, relentless rain, and omnipresent insects
contribute to a hostile and exhausting atmosphere. This environment affects the soldiers physically
and mentally, intensifying feelings of fear, exhaustion, and alienation.



Jungle Terrain and Weather

The jungle is portrayed as a living entity—dense, tangled, and unforgiving. The unpredictable weather
patterns, including heavy monsoon rains and suffocating heat, amplify the difficulty of movement and
survival. This environment becomes an antagonist itself, shaping the soldiers’ experiences and adding
to the psychological burden of war.

Soundscape and Sensory Details

O’Brien incorporates auditory and sensory elements such as the constant buzzing of insects, distant
gunfire, and the rustling of leaves to immerse readers in the setting. These details create an
atmosphere of tension and alertness, reflecting the soldiers’ heightened senses and perpetual state of
anxiety.

Impact of Setting on Characters and Themes

The things they carried setting directly influences the development of characters and the exploration
of key themes such as fear, courage, memory, and loss. The harsh geographical and physical
environment forces the soldiers to confront their vulnerabilities and adapt to extreme conditions.

Character Development through Setting

The setting shapes individual responses to war, revealing different coping mechanisms and personal
struggles. For example, Lieutenant Jimmy Cross’s fixation on a photograph of Martha contrasts with
the brutal realities of the jungle, illustrating how setting informs emotional states and motivations.

Thematic Implications

The interplay between setting and theme is evident in the following ways:

Fear and Survival: The dangerous terrain heightens the soldiers’ fear and drives their survival
instincts.

Memory and Trauma: The physical setting becomes intertwined with memories, symbolizing
the lasting impact of war.

Alienation and Isolation: The remote and hostile environment emphasizes the soldiers’
separation from normal life.



Symbolism Embedded in the Setting

Beyond its literal function, the things they carried setting contains symbolic meaning that enriches
the narrative. The jungle and war zones symbolize the chaos and moral ambiguity of the Vietnam
War, while the contrasting peaceful American landscapes represent the soldiers’ longing for normalcy.

The Jungle as a Symbol

The jungle embodies the unknown and serves as a metaphor for the psychological entrapment
experienced by the soldiers. Its dense foliage and hidden dangers mirror the complexity of war and
internal conflicts faced by individuals.

Contrasting Settings

The juxtaposition of Vietnam’s war-torn environment with scenes set in the United States highlights
the dissonance between combat experiences and civilian life. This contrast underscores themes of
displacement and the difficulty of communication between veterans and society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary setting of 'The Things They Carried'?
The primary setting of 'The Things They Carried' is the Vietnam War, specifically in various locations
across Vietnam during the late 1960s.

How does the setting influence the themes in 'The Things
They Carried'?
The Vietnam War setting influences themes such as fear, trauma, camaraderie, and the burden of
war, emphasizing the physical and emotional weight the soldiers carry.

In what ways does Tim O'Brien use the setting to develop his
characters?
Tim O'Brien uses the harsh and unpredictable environment of Vietnam to reveal his characters'
vulnerabilities, strengths, and coping mechanisms under extreme stress.

How does the setting reflect the psychological state of the



soldiers?
The chaotic and dangerous setting mirrors the soldiers' inner turmoil, confusion, and anxiety,
highlighting the impact of war on their mental health.

Are there specific locations within Vietnam that are
significant in the story?
Yes, places such as the jungles, villages, and the battlefield itself are significant as they serve as
backdrops for key events and symbolize the challenges faced by the soldiers.

Does the story include any shifts in setting, and what is their
significance?
Yes, the story occasionally shifts to settings like the soldiers’ hometowns or post-war America,
contrasting the war experience with civilian life and exploring themes of memory and loss.

Additional Resources
1. The Quiet American by Graham Greene
Set in Vietnam during the early stages of the Vietnam War, this novel explores the complexities of
political intrigue and personal relationships. The story follows a British journalist and a mysterious
American who become entangled in the local conflict. It provides a poignant look at the consequences
of foreign intervention and the moral ambiguities faced by individuals in wartime.

2. Dispatches by Michael Herr
A gripping and raw account of the Vietnam War, this non-fiction book captures the chaotic and surreal
experiences of soldiers and journalists. Herr's vivid prose immerses readers in the intensity of combat
and the psychological toll it takes. It's considered one of the most influential war reportage works
related to the Vietnam conflict.

3. Going After Cacciato by Tim O’Brien
Written by the same author as *The Things They Carried*, this novel blends reality and fantasy as it
follows a soldier’s desertion during the Vietnam War. The narrative explores themes of courage,
escape, and the nature of war through a surreal journey across Southeast Asia. It offers a unique
perspective on the psychological impacts of war.

4. In Country by Bobbie Ann Mason
This novel delves into the aftermath of the Vietnam War, focusing on a young woman’s quest to
understand her father’s experiences as a veteran. It highlights the lingering effects of the war on
families and American society. The story combines personal history with broader reflections on
memory and trauma.

5. Matterhorn by Karl Marlantes
A deeply authentic and harrowing novel written by a Vietnam War veteran, it chronicles the brutal
combat experiences of a young Marine lieutenant. The book portrays the physical and emotional
challenges faced by soldiers in the jungle warfare of Vietnam. It is praised for its detailed and realistic
depiction of military life and brotherhood.



6. Vietnam: A History by Stanley Karnow
This comprehensive historical account provides an in-depth look at the Vietnam War from its origins
to its aftermath. Karnow’s work offers valuable context for understanding the political, cultural, and
military dimensions of the conflict. It serves as an essential resource for readers interested in the
setting of *The Things They Carried*.

7. Born on the Fourth of July by Ron Kovic
An autobiographical memoir that recounts Kovic’s experiences as a paralyzed Vietnam War veteran
and his transformation into an anti-war activist. The book offers a powerful personal perspective on
the physical and emotional scars left by the war. It captures the disillusionment and struggles faced
by many returning soldiers.

8. Fire in the Lake: The Vietnamese and the Americans in Vietnam by Frances FitzGerald
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book examines the cultural and political clash between the Vietnamese
people and American forces. FitzGerald provides a nuanced analysis of the war’s causes and effects
from multiple viewpoints. The work is essential for understanding the complex setting in which *The
Things They Carried* takes place.

9. We Were Soldiers Once… and Young by Harold G. Moore and Joseph L. Galloway
A detailed account of the first major battle between American and North Vietnamese forces, this book
highlights the courage and sacrifice of soldiers on both sides. It combines personal narratives with
military history to depict the realities of combat during the Vietnam War. The book offers insight into
the experiences that shape stories like those in *The Things They Carried*.
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SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The Things They Carried (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Tim O'Brien
Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes,
motifs, and symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect
for late-night studying and writing papers
  the things they carried setting: CliffsNotes on O'Brien's The Things They Carried Jill Colella,
2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series
also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In
CliffsNotes on The Things They Carried, you discover Tim O'Brien's powerful and innovative novel
about the experiences of foot soldiers during and after the Vietnam War. Drawing largely on his own
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experiences during the war, the author creates a fictional protagonist who shares the author's own
name, and allows this fictional Tim O'Brien to relate disturbing war stories as he creates an
indictment against the wastefulness of war. Chapter summaries and commentaries take you through
Tim O'Brien's very personal journey. Critical essays give you insight into the novel's historical
context, the novel's narrative structure, and the theme of loss of innocence. Other features that help
you study include Character analyses of the main characters A character map that graphically
illustrates the relationships among the characters A section on the life and background of Tim
O'Brien A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center full of books, articles, films,
and Internet sites Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert
information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  the things they carried setting: Quicklet on The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien
Macie Melendez, 2011-12-14 Quicklets: Learn More. Read Less. Tim O'Brien is an American author
who is most known for writing on his experience serving in the Vietnam War. He was born in a small
town called Austin in Minnesota in 1946. He currently resides in Austin, Texas where he teaches at
Texas State University-San Marcos. He earned his Bachelor's Degree in Political Science from
Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota and attended Harvard after his tour in Vietnam. He was
drafted into the Army and served in the Vietnam war from 1968 to 1970. Other notable titles O'Brien
has published include If I Die in a Combat Zone: Box Me Up and Ship Me Home, Northern Lights,
The Nuclear Age, and Going After Cacciato The Things They Carried is a collection of related short
stories about the Vietnam war. Although based upon the real-life experiences of author Tim
O'Brien's time served in the war, the title page of the novel refers to the book as a work of fiction.
Additionally, a few of the book's characters show similarities to characters from O'Brien's
autobiography If I Die in a Combat Zone: Box Me Up and Ship Me Home. Quicklets: Learn More.
Read Less.
  the things they carried setting: Summary and Analysis of The Things They Carried Worth
Books, 2017-01-31 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Things They Carried
tells you what you need to know—before or after you read Tim O'Brien's book. Crafted and edited
with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a
well-informed reader. This Summary of The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien includes: Historical
context Story-by-story summaries Character analysis Themes and symbols Important quotes
Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the source work About The Things They
Carried by Tim O'Brien: A New York Times Book of the Century and Pulitzer Prize finalist, The
Things They Carried is a modern classic and an essential work of literature about the Vietnam War.
Brilliantly blending fact and fiction, autobiography and imagination, Tim O'Brien draws on personal
experience to tell the stories of a platoon of American soldiers sent to fight Vietnam. As they trek
through jungles and across mountains, the young men of Alpha Company carry radios, assault rifles,
C-rations, and good luck charms—as well as grief, love, terror, and the shame of cowardice. Most of
all, they carry the dream of escape, not yet knowing that the burden of memory will haunt them long
after the war is over. Taught in classrooms all over the world, The Things They Carried is a
groundbreaking work of art that reveals the true nature of war and celebrates the healing power of
storytelling. The summary and analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading
experience and bring you closer to a great work of fiction.
  the things they carried setting: The Things They Carried Total Class Notes, 2012-02-01
Heroic young men carry the emotional weight of their lives to war in Vietnam in a patchwork
account of a modern journey into the heart of darkness
  the things they carried setting: War in Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried Gary Wiener,
2011-06-13 This did not happen is a common refrain throughout the stories in The Things They
Carried. Tim O'Brien's account of the Vietnam War purposely blurs the line between fact and fiction
to get closer to the truth of what soldiers actually experienced. This compelling volume explores the
life of Tim O'Brien and his attempts to wrestle with the trauma and shame of war in The Things They
Carried. A collection of related essays explore topics such as the moral complexity of war, writing as



a path to spiritual redemption, and the novel's portrayal of gender. Contemporary perspectives on
war, such as the need to help soldiers suffering from PTSD and not repeating the mistakes of
Vietnam, are also presented.
  the things they carried setting: English Language and Literature for the IB Diploma:
Prepare for Success Angela Stancar Johnson, Colin Pierce, 2021-02-22 Stretch your students to
achieve their best grade with this year-round course companion; providing clear and concise
explanations of all syllabus requirements and topics, and exam practice questions to support and
strengthen learning. - Practice and revise skills - exam practice boxes throughout with questions for
paper 1 and paper 2 with genuine example answers. - Achieve the best grades - expert advice on
how to approach and explore a topic for the IA and HL essay plus Learner Portfolio activities and
tips on how to present work. - Build confidence and strengthen skills - guidance on how to
encompass the areas of exploration, concept connections and global issues from the new course
structure into answers. Focus revision - key terms and definitions listed for each topic/subtopic.
  the things they carried setting: Highlights in psychology for clinical settings: The
ascent of digital psychotherapy Moshe Bensimon, Keren Gueta, Eamonn Patrick Arble, Meyran
Boniel-Nissim, Vera Békés, 2023-10-03
  the things they carried setting: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1990 Each of these
22 tales relate the exploits and personalities of a fictional platoon of American soldiers in Vietnam.
  the things they carried setting: A Trauma Artist Mark A. Heberle, 2001-04 Based on recent
conversations with Tim O'Brien, previously published interviews, and new readings of all his works --
including Tomcat in Love -- this book is the first study to concentrate on the role and representation
of trauma as the central focus of all O'Brien's works. Book jacket.
  the things they carried setting: WLA , 1998
  the things they carried setting: Make a Scene Revised and Expanded Edition Jordan
Rosenfeld, 2017-07-19 The definitive guide to writing scenes--now revised and expanded! Scenes are
the building blocks for any work of fiction--the DNA sequence that makes a novel un-put-downable
and unforgettable. When writers are able to craft effective, engaging scenes, they can develop a
complete, cohesive story--and a mesmerizing experience for readers. Make a Scene Revised and
Expanded Edition takes you step-by-step through the elements of strong scene construction and
demonstrates how the essential aspects of a compelling story--including character, plot and dramatic
tension--function within the framework of individual scenes to give momentum to the whole
narrative. You'll learn how to: • Craft an opening scene that hooks readers and foreshadows conflict.
• Develop various scene types--from contemplative to suspenseful to flashback--that are distinct and
purposeful. • Establish characters' intentions within a scene that drive the plot. • Transition into
new scenes by clearly establishing details of setting, character, and point of view. • Create
resonating climactic and final scenes that stay with readers long after they've finished your story.
The revised and expanded edition includes brand-new examples, an increased focus on advancing
plot and character development, and the same knowledge and clarity that writers have come to
expect from Jordan Rosenfeld. Make a Scene is an essential part of any novelist's library--make sure
it's in yours.
  the things they carried setting: The Contemporary American Short-Story Cycle James Nagel,
2004-04-01 James Nagel offers the first systematic history and definition of the short-story cycle as
exemplified in contemporary American fiction, bringing attention to the format's wide appeal among
various ethnic groups. He examines in detail eight recent manifestations of the genre, all praised by
critics while uniformly misidentified as novels. Nagel proposes that the short-story cycle, with its
concentric as opposed to linear plot development possibilities, lends itself particularly well to
exploring themes of ethnic assimilation, which mirror some of the major issues facing American
society today.
  the things they carried setting: Fear and Courage in Tim O'Brien's If I Die in a Combat Zone,
Going After Cacciato, and the Things They Carried James Parks Hughes, 1998 After serving a tour as
an infantryman in Vietnam (1969-1970), Tim O'Brien returned to the United States and began a



career as a writer. He has since published six books and numerous short stories and has
distinguished himself as an accomplished author in the process. Three of his books, If I Die in a
Combat Zone (1973), Going After Cacciato (1978), and The Things They Carried (1990), deal
specifically with the Vietnam war. In these works O'Brien clearly establishes fear as both a dominant
aspect of the experience and an essential component necessary for the display of courage, one of his
most significant considerations. He portrays bravery as an individual's ability to perform acts and
make decisions despite apprehension, and he reveals the difficulty of demonstrating fortitude in the
morally ambiguous environment of Vietnam where the horror of death was often secondary to that of
cowardice. Ultimately, however, although the arena of armed combat provides a unique setting in
which to display human conduct and consciousness, the link between courage and fear that O'Brien
illustrates is not a war issue but rather a universal one. The strength of his writing lies in his ability
to depict this intricate relationship in a manner that is relevant to humanity as a whole. furthermore,
his vivid presentation of the Vietnam conflict, without anti-war protest or political agenda, makes its
own case for the prevention of a similar sacrifice of human lives and innocence in the future.
  the things they carried setting: Two-Year-Olds in Early Years Settings: Journeys of
Discovery Julia Manning-Morton, Maggie Thorp, 2015-04-16 This book offers guidance on how to
provide high quality provision for two year olds. With a mix of key theories, reflective questions and
practice case studies the book will help the practitioner / student to reflect on the links between the
development and learning needs of two year olds and how practitioners provide for them. Following
the journey two year olds take through all aspects of their experience, the book starts with being at
home, through transition into a setting and then considers each aspect of provision. With the case
study observations of practice, practitioners and students can accompany the child on their journey
in order to better understand the child’s viewpoint and to explore and analyse concepts of good
quality practice and provision in order to achieve sustained improvements in provision for this age
group.
  the things they carried setting: Fiction Laurie G. Kirszner, 1993-09-23 Includes the fiction
section from Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing 2/e with three student papers and works by
women, minority, non-Western and contemporary authors.
  the things they carried setting: Practical Drama for Schools (Level 2 - Upper Primary) Book
One Jenni Mason, 2008-09-17 Drama and expressive arts can play a crucial role across the whole
primary curriculum and can offer a unique and fun way for teachers to develop key skills outlined in
the Curriculum for Excellence. Drama can stand alone as a subject and can be a great way for
children to learn about the arts, about theatre and have fun exploring drama and performance skills.
However it is also a unique way to enhance work already being covered in other areas of the
curriculum such as environmental studies, history or personal development. This book offers easy to
follow workshop plans for any Primary School teacher. The plans can be adapted and changed
according to the needs of the teacher and the class they are working with. The book is divided into
sections which complement the curriculum. You can use drama to explore a historical topic or simply
run a fun performance based workshop.
  the things they carried setting: Encyclopedia of Industrial and Organizational
Psychology Steven G. Rogelberg, 2006-08-18 Industrial and organizational psychologists help
develop strategies that optimize human potential and build better organizations by focusing on
behavior within the specific environmental, technological, and social environment of the workplace.
Bottom line, I/O psychologists contribute to an organization′s success by resolving its human
problems and improving the performance and well-being of its people. With more than 400 entries,
the Encyclopedia of Industrial and Organizational Psychology presents a thorough overview of the
cross-disciplinary field of industrial and organizational psychology for students, researchers, and
professionals in the areas of psychology, business, management, and human resources. In two
volumes, readers are provided with state-of-the-art research and ready-to-use facts. Key Features
Covers cutting-edge topics such as terrorism at work and cyber-loafing as well as timeless topics
such as employee selection techniques, performance management, leadership, diversity, career



development, compensation and work rewards, conflict resolution, ergonomics, teams, group
dynamics, workplace safety, judgment and decision making, life/work balance, motivation, job
satisfaction, training programs, workplace stress and health, and much more! Contributors
represent the foremost faculty, journal editors, practitioners, and professional society leaders from
through out the world. They provide a historical and contemporary perspective on the topic in a
reader-friendly manner that stresses both science and practical application. Extensive cross-listing
allows the reader to identify common threads among topics. Entries conclude with references and
lists of further readings and web sites. Offers contributions from major subfields shaping I/O
Psychology today, including social psychology, industrial relations, communication studies,
organizational sociology, human factors, occupational health, and management Provides a Reader′s
Guide topical table of contents and an integrated set of unique appendices designed for an aspiring
I/O psychologist. Key Themes History Ethical and Legal Issues Research Methods Measurement
Theory and Statistics Understanding and Assessing Individual Differences Employment, Staffing,
and Career Issues Developing, Training, and Evaluating Employees Productive and
Counterproductive Employee Behavior Motivation and Job Design Leadership and Management
Groups, Teams, and Working with Others Employee Well-Being and Attitudes Organizational
Structure, Design, and Change Professional Organizations and Related Fields
  the things they carried setting: The Collected Works of Edward M. Matthews Edward M.
Matthews, 2007 Transcripts of Radio Talks.
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