
universal morality
universal morality refers to the concept that there are ethical principles
and values that apply to all humans regardless of culture, nationality, or
personal beliefs. It suggests the existence of a common moral framework that
transcends individual differences, providing a foundation for justice, human
rights, and social cohesion. This article explores the origins, theories, and
debates surrounding universal morality, examining how it influences laws,
social norms, and international relations. Additionally, it investigates
challenges to the idea, including cultural relativism and moral pluralism.
Understanding universal morality is essential for addressing global ethical
issues and fostering cooperation in an increasingly interconnected world. The
following sections will delve into the definition, philosophical
perspectives, applications, and criticisms of universal morality.

Defining Universal Morality

Philosophical Foundations of Universal Morality

Applications of Universal Morality in Society

Challenges and Criticisms of Universal Morality

Universal Morality in Contemporary Global Ethics

Defining Universal Morality

Universal morality encompasses the idea that certain ethical standards are
universally valid, regardless of cultural or individual differences. It
proposes that moral truths exist independently of human opinions and are
applicable to all people at all times. This concept contrasts with moral
relativism, which holds that moral judgments are culturally dependent and
subjective. Universal morality often includes fundamental principles such as
fairness, justice, respect for human dignity, and the prohibition of harm.

Core Principles of Universal Morality

Several key principles are commonly identified as components of universal
morality. These principles serve as a baseline for ethical behavior that
transcends cultural boundaries:



Respect for Human Life: The sanctity and protection of human life is a
fundamental moral imperative.

Justice and Fairness: Equitable treatment and impartiality are essential
for moral judgment.

Honesty and Truthfulness: Transparency and truth are valued universally
in ethical interactions.

Compassion and Empathy: Recognizing and alleviating the suffering of
others is a moral duty.

Non-Maleficence: Avoidance of causing harm to others is a central
ethical concern.

Distinguishing Universal Morality from Cultural
Norms

While universal morality implies common ethical standards, cultural norms
vary widely and influence specific moral practices. Universal morality seeks
to identify principles that override or guide cultural customs, especially
when such customs conflict with fundamental human rights or ethical
standards. This distinction is critical in debates about practices such as
human rights violations, gender equality, and justice systems.

Philosophical Foundations of Universal Morality

The concept of universal morality has deep roots in philosophical inquiry,
with numerous theories aiming to explain its existence and nature.
Philosophers have proposed various frameworks to articulate why and how
universal moral principles might hold true.

Deontological Ethics

Deontological ethics, notably advanced by Immanuel Kant, argues that morality
is grounded in duty and rationality. According to Kant, universal moral laws
can be derived through reason and must be followed regardless of
consequences. This approach emphasizes the categorical imperative, which
requires that actions be universally applicable as a moral law.



Utilitarianism and Consequentialism

Utilitarianism, championed by philosophers like Jeremy Bentham and John
Stuart Mill, bases morality on outcomes, asserting that actions are morally
right if they promote the greatest happiness for the greatest number.
Although utilitarianism emphasizes consequences, it supports universal
morality through the principle of maximizing well-being across all
individuals.

Natural Law Theory

Natural law theory posits that moral principles are inherent in human nature
and the natural order. Rooted in ancient philosophy and theology, this theory
suggests that humans possess innate knowledge of right and wrong, which forms
the basis of universal morality. It often underpins arguments for universal
human rights.

Virtue Ethics

Virtue ethics, originating with Aristotle, focuses on the development of
moral character rather than strict rules. While it emphasizes cultural
context, many virtues such as courage, justice, and temperance are regarded
as universally valuable traits that contribute to moral behavior.

Applications of Universal Morality in Society

Universal morality has practical implications across various domains, shaping
laws, international relations, and social policies. Its principles inform
efforts to promote justice, equality, and human rights worldwide.

Human Rights and International Law

The notion of universal morality underlies the formulation of human rights,
which are considered inherent and inalienable to all individuals.
International agreements and organizations rely on universal moral principles
to advocate for the protection of these rights and to condemn violations such
as genocide, slavery, and torture.



Justice Systems and Ethical Governance

Legal frameworks often incorporate universal moral standards to ensure
fairness and protect individual liberties. Ethical governance demands
adherence to principles like impartiality, accountability, and respect for
human dignity, which are grounded in universal morality.

Social Cohesion and Multiculturalism

In multicultural societies, universal morality serves as a common ethical
foundation that enables coexistence and mutual respect among diverse groups.
It facilitates dialogue and conflict resolution by appealing to shared moral
values.

Global Ethics and Environmental Responsibility

Universal morality extends to global challenges such as environmental
sustainability, where ethical obligations transcend national boundaries.
Principles of stewardship and intergenerational justice emphasize collective
responsibility for the planet.

Challenges and Criticisms of Universal Morality

Despite its appeal, universal morality faces significant challenges and
criticisms, particularly regarding its feasibility and cultural implications.

Cultural Relativism

Cultural relativism argues that moral values and practices are culturally
specific and that no single moral framework can be universally imposed. This
perspective challenges the idea of universal morality by emphasizing the
legitimacy of differing moral systems and warning against ethnocentrism.

Moral Pluralism

Moral pluralism acknowledges the coexistence of multiple valid moral
perspectives and cautions against rigid universal standards. It promotes
tolerance and dialogue but raises questions about how to resolve conflicts



when moral values clash.

Practical Difficulties in Enforcement

Implementing universal moral principles often encounters obstacles such as
political interests, economic disparities, and national sovereignty. These
factors complicate efforts to establish and enforce universal ethical norms
on a global scale.

Philosophical Objections

Some philosophers argue that universal morality lacks a firm epistemological
foundation, questioning how objective moral truths can be known or justified.
Others critique universalism for potentially disregarding contextual factors
important to ethical decision-making.

Universal Morality in Contemporary Global
Ethics

The concept of universal morality remains central to contemporary discussions
on global ethics, informing debates on issues such as humanitarian
intervention, global justice, and bioethics. It provides a framework for
addressing challenges that transcend borders and cultures.

Humanitarian Intervention and Responsibility to
Protect

Universal morality underpins the justification for humanitarian interventions
aimed at preventing mass atrocities. The doctrine of Responsibility to
Protect (R2P) reflects the moral obligation of the international community to
act against gross human rights violations.

Global Justice and Economic Inequality

Ethical concerns about global poverty and inequality invoke universal moral
principles advocating for fairness and the redistribution of resources. These
issues highlight the moral responsibilities of wealthy nations toward
disadvantaged populations.



Bioethics and Universal Moral Principles

Advancements in medicine and biotechnology raise ethical questions that
require universal guidelines to protect human dignity and rights. Topics such
as genetic engineering, end-of-life care, and medical consent are approached
through the lens of universal morality.

Promoting Cross-Cultural Dialogue

Universal morality fosters communication and understanding among diverse
cultures by emphasizing shared ethical values. This approach encourages
cooperation in addressing global challenges while respecting cultural
differences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is universal morality?
Universal morality refers to a set of ethical principles and values that are
believed to be applicable to all humans regardless of culture, religion, or
personal beliefs.

Can universal morality exist given cultural
differences?
While cultures have diverse moral practices, many philosophers argue that
certain moral principles, such as fairness and harm avoidance, are
universally recognized, suggesting the possibility of universal morality.

How does universal morality relate to human rights?
Universal morality underpins the concept of human rights by asserting that
all individuals possess inherent rights and dignity that should be respected
globally, regardless of cultural or national differences.

What role does philosophy play in defining universal
morality?
Philosophy explores the foundations of moral principles, seeking rational
justifications for ethics that can be universally accepted, thus playing a
crucial role in defining and debating universal morality.



Are there criticisms against the concept of
universal morality?
Yes, critics argue that universal morality can impose dominant cultural
values on others and overlook cultural diversity, leading to ethical
imperialism and ignoring the context-specific nature of moral judgments.

Additional Resources
1. Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do? by Michael J. Sandel
This book explores fundamental questions of justice and morality through
engaging examples and philosophical analysis. Sandel examines various moral
philosophies and their application to contemporary issues, encouraging
readers to think critically about fairness, equality, and rights. It serves
as an accessible introduction to ethical reasoning grounded in real-world
dilemmas.

2. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals by Immanuel Kant
A foundational text in moral philosophy, Kant’s work introduces the concept
of the categorical imperative, a universal moral law that applies to all
rational beings. The book argues for morality based on reason and duty rather
than consequences or emotions. It is essential reading for understanding
deontological ethics and the pursuit of universal moral principles.

3. The Moral Landscape: How Science Can Determine Human Values by Sam Harris
Harris argues that science can and should inform our understanding of
morality, challenging the notion that moral values are purely subjective. He
proposes that well-being can serve as a measurable basis for ethics, bridging
the gap between facts and values. The book stimulates debate about the
foundations of universal morality in a secular context.

4. Ethics by Baruch Spinoza
Spinoza presents an integrated system of philosophy that links human
emotions, reason, and ethics. His work advocates for understanding the nature
of good and evil through rational inquiry and the pursuit of virtue. It
offers a unique perspective on universal morality grounded in natural laws
and human nature.

5. A Theory of Justice by John Rawls
Rawls introduces the idea of justice as fairness and develops principles for
a just society through the thought experiment of the "original position." His
theory emphasizes equality, liberty, and the protection of the least
advantaged, offering a framework for universal moral and political
principles. The book has had a profound impact on contemporary moral and
political philosophy.

6. After Virtue by Alasdair MacIntyre
MacIntyre critiques modern moral discourse and calls for a return to
Aristotelian virtue ethics. He argues that universal morality arises from



shared traditions and practices that cultivate virtues. The book challenges
readers to reconsider the foundations of ethical life in a fragmented
society.

7. On Ethics and Economics by Amartya Sen
Sen explores the intersection of ethics and economics, emphasizing the
importance of justice, welfare, and human capabilities. He argues that moral
considerations are crucial in economic decision-making and public policy. The
book broadens the understanding of universal morality by linking it with
social and economic realities.

8. The Nicomachean Ethics by Aristotle
A classic in moral philosophy, Aristotle examines the nature of the good life
and the development of moral virtues. He proposes that universal morality is
rooted in achieving eudaimonia, or human flourishing, through rational
activity and virtuous habits. The work remains influential in discussions of
character and ethical theory.

9. The Elements of Moral Philosophy by James Rachels and Stuart Rachels
This widely used textbook offers a clear and concise overview of major
ethical theories and concepts. It covers utilitarianism, deontology, virtue
ethics, and more, providing tools to analyze and compare moral arguments. The
book is ideal for readers seeking to understand universal morality from
multiple philosophical perspectives.
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  universal morality: Universal Morality Reconsidered Joseph Bankard, 2014-10-17 Like many
contemporary issues, moral discourse finds itself in the middle of a great divide. On one side of the
chasm sits much of contemporary Western philosophy, moral psychology and the social sciences,
which often view morality as a purely natural phenomenon. This view argues that human morality
can be fully explained by appealing to naturalistic processes such as kin selection, reciprocal
altruism, cultural evolution, and various models of social contract theory. In this context, God's e...
  universal morality: Universal Morality: A Virtuous Approach Pasquale De Marco,
2025-03-23 In a world where moral values are constantly shifting, it can be difficult to know what is
right and wrong. Virtue ethics offers a timeless and practical approach to morality that can help us
make better decisions in our personal lives, our relationships, and our society as a whole. Virtue
ethics is a non-consequentialist theory, which means that it does not judge the morality of an action
based on its consequences. Instead, virtue ethics focuses on the character of the person performing
the action. According to virtue ethics, a moral person is someone who possesses certain virtues,
such as honesty, courage, kindness, and justice. Virtue ethics has a long and rich history, dating
back to ancient Greece. Some of the most famous philosophers in history, such as Socrates, Plato,
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and Aristotle, were proponents of virtue ethics. In recent years, virtue ethics has seen a resurgence
in popularity, as people have become increasingly dissatisfied with the limitations of
consequentialist theories. This book provides a comprehensive and accessible introduction to virtue
ethics. It begins by explaining the basic concepts of virtue ethics, such as what virtues are and why
they are important. It then goes on to discuss how virtue ethics can be applied to a wide range of
moral problems, from personal relationships to global politics. The book also addresses some of the
criticisms that have been leveled against virtue ethics. For example, some people argue that virtue
ethics is too vague and subjective. Others argue that it is too demanding. The book responds to these
criticisms by showing how virtue ethics can be both rigorous and practical. This book is essential
reading for anyone who is interested in learning more about virtue ethics. It is also a valuable
resource for anyone who is looking for a more fulfilling and meaningful life. Virtue ethics offers a
unique and valuable perspective on what it means to live a good life. This book will help you to
understand the key concepts of virtue ethics, examine its strengths and weaknesses, and apply it to
a variety of moral problems. You will also learn about the implications of virtue ethics for your
personal life, your relationships, and your society as a whole. If you like this book, write a review!
  universal morality: Universal Ethics Göran Bexell, Dan-Erik Andersson, 2021-08-04 Questions
on universal ethics are of utmost importance for peaceful relations between nations, cultures and
religions. Are there common values or are all morals just expressions for various political, economic
or religious interests? In this book scholars from different academic fields and with various views
discuss questions that in different ways concern both the possibilities and risks of universal or
common ethics. The book is divided into five parts; philosophical and ethical perspectives, human
rights perspectives, universal ethics and religion, globalization and global governance, universal
ethics and Nordic values. Scholars from such fields as philosophy, ethics, human rights, history,
political science, sociology and theology are represented. All of the authors are active researchers at
Scandinavian universities. This collection of articles is directed to professionals in various
disciplines, but can also serve as an introduction to the subject of universal ethics.
  universal morality: Universal Ethics and Moral Conduct Swami Vivekananda, In these days
of terrible erosion in human values, when man is guided by the deadly materialistic view of himself
and the world, the role of this book is like that of a beacon light which awakens him to a new value
system. Jesus had said, ‘love thy neighbours as thyself’, but why? In these pages the readers get the
answer to this question. The practice of ethics and morality when based merely on religious precepts
leaves the modern man with the seed of doubt in his heart as he fails to understand the rationality,
behind them. Ethics need to be founded on the rock of rationality which alone can help the modern
man to make them a part of his life whole-heartedly. This wonderful collection from the Works of
Swami Vivekananda precisely fulfills this role.
  universal morality: Patriotism, Morality, and Peace Stephen Nathanson, 1993 Is patriotism
a worthy ideal, one that we ought to promote and support? Or is it a dangerous and destructive
notion that leads to war and hostility? Patriotism, Morality, and Peace provides the first sustained
philosophical treatment of these questions, distinguishes different forms of patriotism, and shows
why some forms are indeed dangerous, while others can be valuable and constructive.
  universal morality: Is a Universal Morality Possible Ferenc Horkay Hörcher, Béla Mester,
Zoltán Turgonyi, 2015
  universal morality: Shades of Morality Asif Ahmed Srabon, 2023-08-30 Explore the intricate
world of ethics and morality in Shades of Morality: A Comprehensive Study of Ethics and Morality by
Asif Ahmed Srabon. This book delves into diverse philosophical perspectives and real-life examples
to unravel the complexities of ethical decision-making. An essential read for those seeking a deeper
understanding of human morality.
  universal morality: Moral Choices Scott B. Rae, 2000 Rae's Moral Choices helps readers
navigate the rough waters of today's ethical dilemmas, assisting them in making decisions and
judging right from wrong, both as individuals in terms of society. He explores such issues as
abortion, reproductive technologies, euthanasia, capital punishment, war and sexuality. Includes a



chapter on genetic technologies and human cloning.
  universal morality: The Principles of New Ethics II Wang Haiming, 2020-10-29 From Descartes
to Spinoza, Western philosophers have attempted to propose an axiomatic systemization of ethics.
However, without consensus on the contents and objects of ethics, the system remains incomplete.
This fourvolume set presents a model that highlights a Chinese philosopher’s insights on ethics after
a 22-year study. Three essential components of ethics are examined: metaethics, normative ethics,
and virtue ethics. This volume is the fi rst part of the discussion on normative ethics. The author sets
out to discuss morality, and shows how the reasoning behind it can be both good and bad for human
society from various perspectives. A system of an ultimate standard of morality is introduced and it
is shown that where there are confl icts between different moral norms that cannot be compromised,
people undoubtedly sacrifi ce less important moral norms to follow more fundamental and important
moral norms or principles. The ultimate standard of morality is also the ultimate value standard for
the evaluation of the goodness or badness of state institutions. Justice is the fundamental value
standard to measure state institutions. Equality is the most important justice. The Chinese version of
this set sold more than 60,000 copies and has exerted tremendous infl uence on the academic scene
in the People’s Republic. The English version will be an essential read for students and scholars of
ethics and philosophy in general.
  universal morality: The Universal Guide to Moral Wisdom Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-10
**The Universal Guide to Moral Wisdom** is an indispensable guide to understanding the
complexities of morality and making ethical decisions in a rapidly changing world. This
comprehensive volume explores the fundamental principles of morality, the importance of values,
and the role of morality in various aspects of our lives, including relationships, law, and personal
growth. Drawing upon insights from philosophy, psychology, and real-world experiences, this book
provides a nuanced examination of moral dilemmas and ethical theories. It empowers readers to
develop their own moral compass, navigate challenging situations, and become more ethical
individuals. The book is structured into ten chapters, each focusing on a different aspect of morality.
From understanding the nature of morality and the role of ethics to exploring the future of morality
in an era of technological advancements and global interconnectedness, the book covers a wide
range of topics that are both timely and timeless. With its clear and engaging writing style, **The
Universal Guide to Moral Wisdom** is an accessible resource for anyone seeking to deepen their
understanding of morality and its practical applications. It provides valuable insights for individuals,
professionals, students, and anyone interested in living a more ethical and fulfilling life. Whether you
are grappling with personal moral dilemmas or seeking guidance on ethical decision-making in a
complex world, **The Universal Guide to Moral Wisdom** offers a comprehensive and
thought-provoking exploration of the moral landscape. It is an invaluable tool for anyone committed
to navigating the challenges of modern life with integrity, compassion, and a deep understanding of
right and wrong. If you like this book, write a review!
  universal morality: In Search of a Universal Ethics Weishi Yuan, 2023-09-01 This book
investigates Albert Schweitzer’s research on China, which first emerged in the 1910s and ended in
1939/40. Schweitzer’s China research evolved alongside the development of his “Kulturphilosophie”
research for over a quarter of a century. In “Part I: In Preparation,” this book will mainly focus on
the historical background against which Schweitzer formulated his Reverence for Life and
established his networks with the China experts. In “Part II: In Progress,” Schweitzer’s periodic
research outcomes, which were presented in several of his publications and manuscripts, will be
studied. Subsequently, in “Part III: In Completion,” Richard Wilhelm’s translation of the Yi Jing,
which lay down the fundamental principles for Chinese thought, Schweitzer’s final manuscript from
1939/40 under the title Geschichte des indischen und chinesischen Denkens, and his final depiction
of Chinese thought will be given special attention. The starting point for Schweitzer’s China
research was his ideal ethical philosophy of Reverence for Life, which he formulated in the context
of the decline of the Western civilization and was heavily shaped by his religious and philosophical
convictions. Reverence for Life underscored humanistic concerns, and its ideals eventually became



Schweitzer’s interpretative principles in his investigation of Chinese thought. Schweitzer was never
a specialist in Chinese thought and Chinese civilization. Dependent on the research of European
sinologists, his China research served to justify the necessity for Reverence for Life as well as of the
methods for applying this new ethical philosophy. During his entire China research, Schweitzer
made great efforts to critically interpret and transform the knowledge that had been conveyed by
European sinologists such as Richard Wilhelm. Although in his final research Schweitzer had already
seen great resemblance between classical Confucianism in China and his Reverence for Life, he did
not ultimately manage to verify his assumptions. His final manuscript on Chinese thought from
1939/40 remained unpublished when he passed away in 1965.
  universal morality: Media and the Moral Mind Ronald C. Tamborini, 2013 Moral psychology
and media theory: historical and emerging viewpoints / by Allison Eden, Matthew Grizzard, and
Robert J. Lewis -- Universal morality, mediated narratives, and neural synchrony / by Rene Weber,
Lucy Popova, and J. Michael Mangus -- A model of intuitive morality and exemplars / by Ron
Tamborini -- Morality subcultures and media production: how Hollywood minds the morals of its
audience / by Dana Mastro ... [et al.] -- The experience of elevation: responses to media portrayals of
moral beauty / by Mary Beth Oliver, Erin Ash, and Julia K. Woolley -- Moral disengagement during
exposure to media violence: would it feel right to shoot an innocent civilian in a video game? / by Tilo
Hartmann -- Moral monitoring and emotionality in responding to fiction, sports, and the news / by
Dolf Zillmann -- How we enjoy and why we seek out morally complex characters in media
entertainment / by Arthur A. Raney and Sophie H. Janicke -- The psychological functions of justice in
mass media / by Tobias Rothmund ... [et al.] -- The effect of media on children's moral reasoning / by
Marina Krcmar
  universal morality: Modern Universal Christian Religion Constantin Portelli, 2015-01-28
Modern world needs a moral and spiritual renaissance to surpass the actual crisis. The historic
religions have not the capacity to perform this objective, because rested behind with explanations
and entered in contradiction with science and modern knowledge. Christian religion occupies a
special position. It has the best capacity to assimilate the science and to achieve a synthesis Science
& Religion. In the same time, Christian Religion has the ability to absorb the revelations and
teachings presented by other religions, necessary to achieve its progress. There are some similarity
and complementarity between the teachings of historic religions, which direct to the discovery of
universal religion, projected by creator form beginning. Christian Religion represents the best way
to discover the universal religion. Each historic religion indicates a specific way to universal religion.
The way followed by Christian Religion is the model, which must to be followed by other religions.
This book indicates the progress of Christian Religion, necessary to perform its divine mission.
  universal morality: Does Religion Matter Morally? A. W. Musschenga, 1995 In the dominant
view, morality is more rational and universal than, and therefore independent from, (christian)
religion. Believers do not have exclusive moral knowledge. Moral principles can be known by
anyone. Morality, not religion, is the supreme judge of human actions in the world. Some
contributors to this volume defend this view on theological and philosophical grounds. The
advantages of such a view for thinking about a common global morality are clear. However,
according to many authors, the conception of morality underlying this view is at the least,
impoverished, if not wrong: this view cannot explain the importance and the persistence of moral
taboos. Furthermore, every morality is influenced by metaphysical and anthropological assumptions
- whether or not religious: the so-called modern, rational, secular morality. The central moral
question in the alternative narrative concept of morality is 'Who am I / who do I want to be ?' and not
'What is the right action ?' In this approach, not universal principles, but tradition-dependant stories
constitute the core of a morality. Are these concepts more adequate for understanding the relation
of religion to morality ? Do they have room for the project of a universal morality of human rights ?
  universal morality: Global Bioethics and Human Rights Wanda Teays, Alison Dundes
Renteln, 2020-02-06 The ethical issues we face in healthcare, justice, and human rights are global
and cross-cultural in scope. The second edition of this interdisciplinary and international collection



features new essays on the environment, medical tourism, mental health, vaccines, and other
contemporary concerns.
  universal morality: Bioethics and Human Rights Wanda Teays, Alison Dundes Renteln,
2023-12-12 This third edition collection provides a contemporary survey of current international
issues in bioethics and human rights for study across social science disciplines. New chapters
discuss the reproductive justice in the US, immigration politics and medical duty during pandemics,
climate change implications for bioethics, acoustic weaponry technologies, and vaccine politics.
Following a consideration of theoretical frameworks, there three units on human rights, life and
death, and public health form an in-depth look at contemporary issues in the field of bioethics. Each
unit includes cutting edge analyses by international experts and thought-provoking case studies, as
well as discussion and essay prompts, and Internet and film resources. Topics range from pediatric
genomics, abortion (including the Dobbs decision, medical tourism, human experimentation, climate
change, the Havana syndrome, the care of aging family members, truth-telling, vulnerable human
subjects, health equity, healthcare in ICE detention facilities, solitary confinement, euthanasia,
lethal injections and the harvesting of human organs, pandemic ethics, vaccine controversies, and
more. The new, updated, and retained chapters make this book an appealing resource as a primary
text, scholarly reference book, or a course supplement. Contributors:Robert Baker, Tom L.
Beauchamp, Michael Boylan, Marlene Brant Castellano, Cher Weixia Chen, Zenon Culverhouse,
Bernard Gert, Søren Holm, Ilhan Ilkilic, Akiko Ito, Rita Manning, Kimberly Mutcherson, Peter F.
Omonzejele, Pinit Ratanakul, Alison Dundes Renteln, Maya Sabatello, Udo Schüklenk, Edward H.
Spence, Bradley P. Stoner, Scott Stonington, Peter Tagore Tan, Wanda Teays, Rosemarie Tong,
Carlos Verdugo-Serna, Virginia L. Warren, Cecilia (Lim) Wee
  universal morality: Handbook of the Philosophical Foundations of Business Ethics
Christoph Luetge, 2012-10-09 The Handbook of Business Ethics: Philosophical Foundations is a
standard interdisciplinary reference handbook in the field of business ethics. Articles by notable
philosophers and economists examine fundamental concepts, theories and questions of business
ethics: Are morality and self-interest compatible? What is meant by a just price? What did the
Scholastic philosophers think about business? The handbook will cover the entire philosophical basis
of business ethics. Articles range from historical positions such as Aristotelianism, Kantianism and
Marxism to systematic issues like justice, religious issues, rights and globalisation or gender. The
book is intended as a reference work for academics, students (esp. graduate), and professionals.
  universal morality: Catholic Moral Theology and Social Ethics Christina Astorga, 2013-12-01
Proposing a new method for moral theology, Christina Astorga seeks to recast our understanding of
the discipline by drawing from the faith vision of the entire theological enterprise, including
scripture, dogmatic theology, social ethics, and spirituality.
  universal morality: The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism Andrew Copson, A. C.
Grayling, 2015-04-27 The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism presents an edited collection of
essays that explore the nature of Humanism as an approach to life, and a philosophical analysis of
the key humanist propositions from naturalism and science to morality and meaning. Represents the
first book of its kind to look at Humanism not just in terms of its theoretical underpinnings, but also
its consequences and its diverse manifestations Features contributions from international and
emerging scholars, plus renowned figures such as Stephen Law, Charles Freeman and Jeaneanne
Fowler Presents Humanism as a positive alternative to theism Brings together the world’s leading
Humanist academics in one reference work
  universal morality: Paul Ricoeur's Moral Anthropology Geoffrey Dierckxsens, 2017-12-20 Paul
Ricœur’s Moral Anthropology is a guide for readers who are interested in Paul Ricœur’s thoughts on
morals in general, bringing together the different aspects of what Geoffrey Dierckxsens understands
as Ricœur’s moral anthropology. This anthropology addresses the question what it means to be
human, capable of participating in moral life. Dierckxsens argues that Ricœur shows that this
participation implies being a self, living a singular lived existence with others and being responsible
in institutions of justice. Through experiencing life one comes to learn taking moral decisions and



the reasons for moral life. The wager of Ricœur’s hermeneutical approach to moral anthropology
is—so Dierckxsens argues—to understand moral life on the basis of the interpretation of lived
existence, rather than on the basis of cultural or natural patterns only, like many contemporary
moral theories in analytical philosophy. Ricœur’s moral anthropology is thus particularly timely in
that it offers a critical argument against contemporary moral relativism and reductionism. By
bringing together Ricœur’s moral anthropology, and recent moral theories this book offers a novel
perspective on Ricœur’s already well-established moral theory. Dierckxsens moreover offers a
critical perspective by arguing that we should revisit certain moral concepts in Ricœur’s moral
anthropology and in contemporary moral theories in analytical philosophy. He evaluates certain
concepts in Ricœur’s work, such as the concept of universal moral norms and how it stands against
cultural differences in morals. He moreover interrogates certain ideas of contemporary analytical
philosophy, such as the idea of cultural moral relativism and whether we can find a common morality
across the cultural differences. By placing Ricœur’s ideas on moral life within the context of the
contemporary scene of moral theory, this book contributes well to Studies in the Thought of Paul
Ricœur.
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