
the things they carried quotes

the things they carried quotes offer profound insights into the emotional and physical burdens borne by soldiers
in Tim O'Brien's renowned novel. These quotes encapsulate themes of fear, memory, love, and the psychological
weight of war. Understanding these key excerpts enhances readers' appreciation of the narrative’s depth and the
complexity of the characters. This article explores some of the most significant and frequently cited quotes
from The Things They Carried, analyzing their meanings and relevance. Additionally, it highlights how these
quotes contribute to the novel’s overarching themes and literary style. For students, educators, and
literature enthusiasts, this discussion provides a comprehensive resource for interpreting the novel’s enduring
impact. The following sections will present a detailed examination of notable quotes, their contexts, and their
thematic significance within the story.

Significant Quotes and Their Meanings

Quotes Reflecting Emotional and Physical Burdens

Quotes About Fear and Courage

Quotes Illustrating Memory and Storytelling

How the Quotes Enhance Thematic Understanding

Significant Quotes and Their Meanings

Several quotes from The Things They Carried hold particular significance due to their vivid depiction of war's
realities and the soldiers’ internal struggles. These carefully crafted lines serve as windows into the
characters’ psyches and the novel’s central motifs.

The Opening Quote on Physical and Emotional Burdens

The novel famously begins with a detailed list of items carried by Lieutenant Jimmy Cross and his men, blending
tangible objects with intangible emotions. For example, the quote, “They carried the land itself—Vietnam, the
place, the soil—a powdery orange-red dust that covered their boots and fatigues and faces,” highlights the
omnipresence of the environment in shaping their experience. This quote emphasizes the physical weight of the
soldiers’ gear alongside the metaphorical weight of the war itself.

Quote Illustrating Lieutenant Cross’s Emotional Conflict

One of the most poignant lines is: “Lieutenant Cross felt the pain. He blamed himself. The things he carried were
largely determined by necessity.” This quote reveals how Cross grapples with guilt and responsibility, carrying
not only physical items but also emotional burdens such as love and regret. It underscores the theme of
personal accountability amid chaos.

Quotes Reflecting Emotional and Physical Burdens

The interplay between tangible objects and emotional states is central to the novel. Quotes in this section
reveal how the soldiers’ physical loads mirror their psychological struggles.



Items and Emotions Carried by Soldiers

O'Brien writes, “They carried all the emotional baggage of men who might die. Grief, terror, love,
longing—these were intangibles, but the intangibles had their own mass and specific gravity, they had tangible
weight.” This quote poetically captures the dual nature of what the soldiers carry, blending the visible with
the invisible burdens.

The Weight of Love and Memory

Another key quote is: “In the late afternoon, after a day of work, they would sometimes lie on the ground and
look up at the sky and imagine the women they had left behind.” This line illustrates how memories and love are
carried alongside physical gear, contributing to the soldiers’ complex emotional states.

Quotes About Fear and Courage

Fear and courage are themes repeatedly explored through memorable quotes that reveal the internal conflicts
faced by the characters.

Fear as a Persistent Burden

O'Brien writes, “They carried the common secret of cowardice barely restrained, the instinct to run or freeze or
hide.” This quote exposes the universal presence of fear within the soldiers, challenging traditional notions of
bravery and highlighting vulnerability.

Acts of Courage Amidst Danger

The novel also features moments of courage expressed succinctly, such as: “Courage was not always a
matter of yes or no. Sometimes it was a matter of ‘maybe.’” This quote nuances the concept of bravery,
acknowledging its complexity in wartime situations.

Quotes Illustrating Memory and Storytelling

Memory and storytelling are vital motifs in The Things They Carried, and several quotes emphasize the power
of narrative to preserve experience and cope with trauma.

The Role of Stories in Processing War

O'Brien states, “Stories are for joining the past to the future. Stories are for those late hours in the night
when you can’t remember how you got from there to here.” This quote underlines storytelling as a mechanism
for understanding and healing, an essential theme in the novel.

Truth and Fiction in War Stories

One of the most famous quotes is: “A thing may happen and be a total lie; another thing may not happen and be
truer than the truth.” This paradox highlights the blurred lines between fact and fiction in recounting war
experiences, emphasizing emotional truth over literal accuracy.



How the Quotes Enhance Thematic Understanding

The carefully chosen quotes not only enrich the narrative but also deepen readers’ comprehension of key themes
such as burden, fear, love, memory, and the nature of storytelling.

Themes of Burden and Responsibility

The recurring motif of carrying physical and emotional weight reflects the pervasive theme of responsibility.
Quotes about what the soldiers carry reveal the complexity of their roles and the psychological impact of
war.

Exploration of Human Vulnerability

Quotes addressing fear and courage expose the fragile humanity of soldiers, challenging heroic stereotypes and
presenting a realistic portrayal of war. These lines foster empathy and a nuanced understanding of bravery.

The Power of Narrative and Memory

The emphasis on storytelling in multiple quotes illustrates how memory shapes identity and preserves the past.
This theme resonates throughout the novel, underscoring the therapeutic and transformative power of
narrative.

Key Quotes to Remember

“They carried the land itself—Vietnam, the place, the soil.”

“Lieutenant Cross felt the pain. He blamed himself.”

“They carried all the emotional baggage of men who might die.”

“They carried the common secret of cowardice barely restrained.”

“Stories are for joining the past to the future.”

“A thing may happen and be a total lie; another thing may not happen and be truer than the truth.”

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the quote 'They carried all they could bear, and
then some, including a silent awe for the terrible power of the things they
carried' in The Things They Carried?

This quote highlights the physical and emotional burdens the soldiers carry. It emphasizes not just the tangible
items but also the intangible fears and respect for the war's destructive power, underscoring the heavy
psychological toll of combat.



How does the quote 'A thing may happen and be a total lie; another thing
may not happen and be truer than the truth' reflect the themes of
storytelling in The Things They Carried?

This quote illustrates the novel's exploration of truth and fiction, showing how stories can convey
emotional or moral truths even if they aren't factually accurate. It underscores the blurred lines between
reality and imagination in war narratives.

What does the quote 'They carried the sky. The whole atmosphere, they
carried it, the humidity, the monsoons, the stink of fungus and decay, all of
it, they carried gravity.' suggest about the soldiers' experience?

This quote conveys that the soldiers bear not only physical loads but also the oppressive environment and
emotional weight of war. It symbolizes how every aspect of their surroundings adds to their burden, reflecting
the comprehensive strain of their experience.

Why is the quote 'In any war story, but especially a true one, it’s difficult
to separate what happened from what seemed to happen' important in
understanding The Things They Carried?

This quote emphasizes the subjective nature of memory and trauma in war. It suggests that personal perception
shapes the narrative, making it challenging to distinguish objective facts from emotional reality in soldiers'
stories.

How does the quote 'They carried the common secret of cowardice barely
restrained, the instinct to run or freeze or hide' deepen our understanding of
the soldiers' psychological state?

This quote reveals that beneath their brave exteriors, the soldiers grapple with fear and vulnerability. It
humanizes them by acknowledging their instinctual responses to danger, highlighting the internal conflict
between courage and survival instincts.

What role does the quote 'By telling stories, you objectify your own
experience. You separate it from yourself. You pin down certain truths.'
play in the narrative structure of The Things They Carried?

This quote explains how storytelling serves as a coping mechanism for the characters. It allows them to
process trauma, make sense of their experiences, and communicate complex emotions, which is central to the
novel's layered narrative style.

How does the quote 'They carried each other, the wounded and the weak,
holding them up, carrying them forward' reflect the theme of camaraderie in
the novel?

This quote highlights the soldiers' mutual support and reliance on one another during adversity. It underscores
the theme of brotherhood and collective endurance, showing how interpersonal bonds are vital for survival in
war.



What does the quote 'It’s very sad, he said. I’m sorry. I’m sorry, too. I’m
sorry.' reveal about the emotional tone of The Things They Carried?

This exchange captures the pervasive sorrow and regret experienced by the characters. It reflects the novel's
somber mood and the profound sense of loss and empathy shared among the soldiers.

Why is the quote 'They all carried ghosts' meaningful in understanding the
psychological impact of war in The Things They Carried?

This quote metaphorically expresses how the soldiers carry memories and traumas of past experiences and
fallen comrades. It signifies the lingering psychological scars and the haunting presence of war in their minds
long after the fighting ends.

Additional Resources
1. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
This is the original collection of linked short stories that explores the experiences of soldiers during the
Vietnam War. Through vivid imagery and emotional depth, O’Brien delves into themes of memory, trauma, and the
burdens—both physical and emotional—that soldiers carry. The book blends fact and fiction, highlighting the
complex nature of storytelling and truth in war.

2. All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque
Set during World War I, this novel follows a young German soldier as he endures the brutal realities of
trench warfare. It poignantly captures the loss of innocence and the psychological scars soldiers bear long
after the fighting ends. The book’s exploration of the physical and emotional weight carried by soldiers
resonates deeply with the themes in The Things They Carried.

3. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut
This satirical novel blends science fiction with historical events, centered on the bombing of Dresden during
World War II. Vonnegut’s protagonist experiences time travel and trauma, reflecting on the absurdity and
horror of war. The narrative’s fragmented structure and focus on memory echo the storytelling style and
emotional complexity found in O’Brien’s work.

4. Born on the Fourth of July by Ron Kovic
An autobiographical account of Kovic’s life as a Vietnam War veteran who becomes paralyzed in combat. The
book explores his journey from patriotism to disillusionment, highlighting the physical and emotional burdens
veterans endure. It provides a raw and personal perspective on the aftermath of war, complementing the themes
in The Things They Carried.

5. Dispatches by Michael Herr
This is a powerful and immersive piece of nonfiction that captures the experiences of journalists and soldiers
during the Vietnam War. Herr’s vivid prose conveys the chaos, fear, and surreal moments of combat, providing
insight into the psychological weight of war. The book’s raw and honest depiction of Vietnam complements the
emotional truths found in O’Brien’s stories.

6. Matterhorn by Karl Marlantes
A novel that follows a young Marine lieutenant leading his men through the jungles of Vietnam, facing both
external enemies and internal conflicts. It delves deeply into the camaraderie, fear, and moral challenges
soldiers face during wartime. The detailed portrayal of the physical and emotional burdens aligns closely with
the themes explored in The Things They Carried.

7. Chickenhawk by Robert Mason
An autobiographical account of Mason’s experiences as a helicopter pilot during the Vietnam War. The book
offers a unique perspective on the war’s aerial combat and the psychological toll it takes on soldiers. Its
candid and personal storytelling style resonates with the intimate narratives found in O’Brien’s work.



8. We Were Soldiers Once… and Young by Harold G. Moore and Joseph L. Galloway
A detailed nonfiction account of the Battle of Ia Drang, one of the first major engagements between U.S. forces
and North Vietnamese troops. The book highlights the bravery, fear, and sacrifices of soldiers in combat,
providing a realistic portrayal of war’s harsh realities. Its focus on individual stories and emotional resilience
parallels themes in The Things They Carried.

9. In Pharaoh’s Army: Memories of the Lost War by Tobias Wolff
A memoir recounting Wolff’s time as a soldier in Vietnam, reflecting on the confusion and moral ambiguity of the
conflict. The narrative explores the psychological impact of war and the struggle to find meaning amid chaos.
Its introspective and thoughtful tone complements the reflective nature of O’Brien’s storytelling.
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  the things they carried quotes: Summary and Analysis of The Things They Carried Worth
Books, 2017-01-31 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Things They Carried
tells you what you need to know—before or after you read Tim O'Brien's book. Crafted and edited
with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a
well-informed reader. This Summary of The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien includes: Historical
context Story-by-story summaries Character analysis Themes and symbols Important quotes
Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the source work About The Things They
Carried by Tim O'Brien: A New York Times Book of the Century and Pulitzer Prize finalist, The
Things They Carried is a modern classic and an essential work of literature about the Vietnam War.
Brilliantly blending fact and fiction, autobiography and imagination, Tim O'Brien draws on personal
experience to tell the stories of a platoon of American soldiers sent to fight Vietnam. As they trek
through jungles and across mountains, the young men of Alpha Company carry radios, assault rifles,
C-rations, and good luck charms—as well as grief, love, terror, and the shame of cowardice. Most of
all, they carry the dream of escape, not yet knowing that the burden of memory will haunt them long
after the war is over. Taught in classrooms all over the world, The Things They Carried is a
groundbreaking work of art that reveals the true nature of war and celebrates the healing power of
storytelling. The summary and analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading
experience and bring you closer to a great work of fiction.
  the things they carried quotes: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1990 One of the first
questions people ask about The Things They Carried is this: Is it a novel, or a collection of short
stories? The title page refers to the book simply as a work of fiction, defying the conscientious
reader's need to categorize this masterpiece. It is both: a collection of interrelated short pieces
which ultimately reads with the dramatic force and tension of a novel. Yet each one of the
twenty-two short pieces is written with such care, emotional content, and prosaic precision that it
could stand on its own. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross,
Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and of course, the character
Tim O'Brien who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of
forty-three. They battle the enemy (or maybe more the idea of the enemy), and occasionally each
other. In their relationships we see their isolation and loneliness, their rage and fear. They miss their
families, their girlfriends and buddies; they miss the lives they left back home. Yet they find
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sympathy and kindness for strangers (the old man who leads them unscathed through the mine field,
the girl who grieves while she dances), and love for each other, because in Vietnam they are the only
family they have. We hear the voices of the men and build images upon their dialogue. The way they
tell stories about others, we hear them telling stories about themselves. With the creative verve of
the greatest fiction and the intimacy of a searing autobiography, The Things They Carried is a
testament to the men who risked their lives in America's most controversial war.It is also a mirror
held up to the frailty of humanity. Ultimately The Things They Carried and its myriad protagonists
call to order the courage, determination, and luck we all need to survive. In 1979, Tim O'Brien's
Going After Cacciato -- a novel about the Vietnam War -- won the National Book Award. In this, his
second work of fiction about Vietnam, O'Brien's unique artistic vision is again clearly demonstrated.
Neither a novel nor a short story collection, it is an arc of fictional episodes, taking place in the
childhoods of its characters, in the jungles of Vietnam and back home in America two decades later.
  the things they carried quotes: The Cambridge Companion to American Realism and
Naturalism Donald Pizer, 1995-06-30 This Companion examines a number of issues related to the
terms realism and naturalism. The introduction seeks both to discuss the problems in the use of
these two terms in relation to late nineteenth-century fiction and to describe the history of previous
efforts to make the terms expressive of American writing of this period. The Companion includes ten
essays which fall into four categories: essays on the historical context of realism and naturalism by
Louis Budd and Richard Lehan; essays on critical approaches to the movements since the early
1970s by Michael Anesko, essays on the efforts to expand the canon of realism and naturalism by
Elizabeth Ammons; and a full-scale discussion of ten major texts, from W. D. Howell's The Rise of
Silas Lapham to Jack London's The Call of the Wild, by John W. Crowley, Tom Quirk, J. C. Levenson,
Blanche Gelfant, Barbara Hochman, and Jacqueline Tavernier-Courbin.
  the things they carried quotes: War in Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried Gary
Wiener, 2011-06-13 This did not happen is a common refrain throughout the stories in The Things
They Carried. Tim O'Brien's account of the Vietnam War purposely blurs the line between fact and
fiction to get closer to the truth of what soldiers actually experienced. This compelling volume
explores the life of Tim O'Brien and his attempts to wrestle with the trauma and shame of war in The
Things They Carried. A collection of related essays explore topics such as the moral complexity of
war, writing as a path to spiritual redemption, and the novel's portrayal of gender. Contemporary
perspectives on war, such as the need to help soldiers suffering from PTSD and not repeating the
mistakes of Vietnam, are also presented.
  the things they carried quotes: 30 Quotes That F*cked Me Up Lanee Higgins, 2023-06-26 We
often internalize the things that other people say to us. But have you thought about how those words
affect you in the long run? Author Lanee Higgins explores 30 things people said that stuck with her
throughout her life in 30 Quotes That F**ked Me Up. It's a journey of healing, learning, regrets,
mistakes, and authentic, brutally honest reflection. We truly never know when someone will say the
words that will f**k us up. But as Lanee says in book, that isn't always a bad thing.
  the things they carried quotes: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1991
  the things they carried quotes: War and Literature: Looking Back on 20th Century Armed
Conflicts Tom Burns, Elcio Cornelsen, Volker Jaeckel, Luiz Gustavo Vieira, 2014-06-01 This
comprehensive volume analyzes the radical change in the nature of armed conflicts and in the way
they are narrated and represented. Ever since the First World War has changed war itself, rendering
meaningless the very vocabulary of war in terms such as battle, front, non-combatant, open city and
hero, new words, new approaches, new theories and new texts had to be invented. The enemy
became invisible: Submarines, tanks, mines, gas, long-range artillery, and airplanes made this war
different from all the other that came before. A hundred years after the beginning of this terrible
war, it is now time to recall different representations of the armed conflicts of the 20th century. The
articles in this collection analyze representations of the Canudos Civil War in Brazil, the First World
War, the Second World War, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the colonial wars in Africa, and the
war in Afghanistan, aiming to understand how war and the telling of war have changed during the



most murderous hundred years in the history of mankind.
  the things they carried quotes: GATE English Litreature [XH-C2] Practice Question Answer
3000+ Chapter Wise MCQ As per Updated Syllabus DIWAKAR EDUCATION HUB, 2022-03-04 GATE
English Litreature Practice Question Answer of All 5 Chapters in Each Chapter Include 400 +
Question Answer For More Details Call/Whats App - 7310762592,7078549303
  the things they carried quotes: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1990 Each of these 22
tales relate the exploits and personalities of a fictional platoon of American soldiers in Vietnam.
  the things they carried quotes: Postmodernism and the Acoustic Environment of the
Vietnam War in Tim O`Brien`s “The Things They Carried” Urs Endhardt, 2014-03-03 Seminar
paper from the year 2013 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,3, University of Basel, language: English, abstract: During the course of this seminar paper,
I will show how O'Brien describes the Vietnam War and its accompanying acoustic environment as a
loud and chaotic cacophony, where no clear boundaries and no easily identifiable enemy exist.
Thereby, and by the way in which O'Brien employs characteristics typical for postmodern fiction, the
novel can be seen as an exemplary postmodern representation of the Vietnam War. For the
understanding and distinction of the terms postmodernism and postmodernity I will include a
discussion of their characteristics.
  the things they carried quotes: Tim O'Brien Tobey C Herzog, 2018-04-17 This collection of
seven essays, like the carefully linked collection of vignettes within Tim O’Brien’s most popular book
The Things They Carried, contains multiple critical and biographical angles with recurring threads
of life events, themes, characters, creative techniques, and references to all of O’Brien’s books.
Grounded in through research, Herzog’s work illustrates how O’Brien merges his life experiences
with his creative production; he rarely misses an opportunity to introduce these critical life events
into his writing.
  the things they carried quotes: Affective Disorder and the Writing Life S. Stone Horton,
2013-11-28 Affective Disorder and the Writing Life interrogates the mythos of the 'mad writer'
through lived experience, literary analysis, writerly reflection and contemporary neuroscience. It
explores how affective disorders colour, drive and sometimes silence the writing mind – and how
affective difference has always informed the literary imagination.
  the things they carried quotes: Turbo's Very Life and Other Stories Carroll Dale Short,
2005-06-01 In the eighteen stories in this retrospective of his best short fiction, Dale Short shows
why he is one of the best prose stylists of his generation and why he deserves a break-out success.
Short's writing has been hailed by Wally Lamb as “simultaneously mythical and modern; a wild ride,”
and Dennis Covington has called him “wise and compassionate, a major Southern writer.” He writes
here from many perspectives—male, female, first person, third person, grieving widow, newly
divorced dad, jailed redneck, river man laid up with heart trouble, conjure woman—and in every
story the voice is as true as that of a child and as clear as fresh ice. The marvel of Short's prose is
that the writing is so good it disappears, leaving the reader surrounded only by the story, which
resonates long after the last word is absorbed. The other remarkable thing is how Short can go from
comedy to tragedy within a single paragraph, sometimes within a single sentence, and then back
again. His time lines here range from the Civil War to the near future, and the locales vary from a
Kentucky mining town to the Gulf Coast of Mexico to the constellation Orion—all in all, a rare feast
for the imagination. Stories that have appeared before only in magazines, this collection charts more
than two decades of the growth and exploration of an author who won the first Redbook Fiction
Prize at the age of twenty-seven, and whose acclaimed novel The Shining Shining Path was called by
reviewers “Southern magical realism” and praised by Publishers Weekly as “boldly imaginative; a
provocative spiritual odyssey.” Publishers Weekly added, “Short takes risks in a single paragraph
that many writers never attempt in an entire novel.”
  the things they carried quotes: Fragments of a Mortal Mind Donald Anderson, 2021-04-06
We are where we’ve been and what we’ve read, aren’t we? Where else do we get the experience we
need to evocatively live? At once a memoir, a reading journal, and a novel, Fragments of a Mortal



Mind is a daring, contemporary commonplace book. Donald Anderson, critically acclaimed author of
Gathering Noise from My Life and Below Freezing, shows us how the disparate elements of our lives
collect to construct our deepest selves and help us to make sense of it all. Anderson layers his
personal experiences and reflections with those of others who have wrestled with inner and outer
social, cultural, and political memories that are not as accurate as history might suggest but that
each of us believe nonetheless. He challenges the reader’s sense of memory and fact, downplaying
the latter in explaining how each of us crafts our own personal histories. As Anderson weaves his
voice among numerous other voices and ideas that rest upon other ideas, we are faced with larger
issues of human existence: war, memory, trauma, mortality, religion, fear, joy, ugliness, and
occasional beauty. What we have here is a meditation on living in America. We are shown how the
world we consume becomes us as we metabolize it. How we, as humans, through our own fragments
of memories, influences, and experiences become our true selves. By charting fragments of thoughts
over a lifetime, Anderson exposes a way of thinking and perceiving the world that is refreshingly
intuitive and desperately needed. Fragments of a Mortal Mind is a powerful masterpiece that closely
resembles our lived experiences and is a vivid reflection of our time.
  the things they carried quotes: Aftermath Tim Haughton, 2016-03-23 Focusing on three of
the defining moments of the twentieth century - the end of the two World Wars and the collapse of
the Iron Curtain - this volume presents a rich collection of authoritative essays, covering a wide
range of thematic, regional, temporal and methodological perspectives. By re-examining the
traumatic legacies of the century’s three major conflicts, the volume illuminates a number of
recurrent yet differentiated ideas concerning memorialisation, mythologisation, mobilisation,
commemoration and confrontation, reconstruction and representation in the aftermath of conflict.
The post-conflict relationship between the living and the dead, the contestation of memories and
legacies of war in cultural and political discourses, and the significance of generations are key
threads binding the collection together. While not claiming to be the definitive study of so vast a
subject, the collection nevertheless presents a series of enlightening historical and cultural
perspectives from leading scholars in the field, and it pushes back the boundaries of the burgeoning
field of the study of legacies and memories of war. Bringing together historians, literary scholars,
political scientists and cultural studies experts to discuss the legacies and memories of war in
Europe (1918-1945-1989), the collection makes an important contribution to the ongoing
interdisciplinary conversation regarding the interwoven legacies of twentieth-century Europe’s three
major conflicts.
  the things they carried quotes: Biblical Quotations for All Occasions J. Stephen Lang,
1999 The Bible's Most Memorable Sayings at Your Fingertips Priceless Biblical quotations have
enriched speeches and prose throughout the ages. No other work has produced such a wealth of
wise, one-of-a-kind phrases. Now you can have all the Bible's most unforgettable passages in one
handy reference guide organized by more than 100 different topics. Inside you'll find the perfect
quote for such timeless subjects as: -Success -Happiness -Money -Sexuality -Friends -Choices
-Marriage -Children -Work -Retirement -Self-esteem -Healing -Conflict -Freedom -Ambition -And
many more! With a special occasion section for birthdays, weddings, graduations, and more, Biblical
Quotations for All Occasions is an essential tool for speakers, writers, and anyone seeking to add
power and depth to their spoken and written presentations.
  the things they carried quotes: Women Warriors in Early Modern Spain Susan L. Fischer,
Frederick A. de Armas, 2019-07-18 Although scholars often depict early modern Spanish women as
victims, history and fiction of the period are filled with examples of women who defended their
God-given right to make their own decisions and to define their own identities. The essays in Women
Warriors in Early Modern Spain examine many such examples, demonstrating how women battled
the status quo, defended certain causes, challenged authority, and broke barriers. Such women did
not necessarily engage in masculine pursuits, but often used cultural production and engaged in
social subversion to exercise resistance in the home, in the convent, on stage, or at their writing
desks. Distributed for the University of Delaware Press



  the things they carried quotes: Aftermath Dr Nicholas Martin, Dr Tim Haughton, Dr Pierre
Purseigle, 2014-12-28 Focusing on three of the defining moments of the twentieth century - the end
of the two World Wars and the collapse of the Iron Curtain - this volume presents a rich,
interdisciplinary collection of authoritative essays, covering a wide range of thematic, regional and
methodological perspectives. By re-examining these traumatic years it illuminates ideas concerning
mythologisation, mobilisation, commemoration, confrontation and representation in the aftermath of
conflict. The relationship between the living and the dead, the contestation of memories and legacies
of war in cultural and political discourses, and the significance of generations are all key threads
binding the collection together.
  the things they carried quotes: Conversations with Tim O'Brien Patrick A. Smith,
2012-10-22 On the strength of a National Book Award for his novel Going After Cacciato and a
widely acclaimed short-story cycle, The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien (b. 1946) cemented his
reputation as one of the most compelling chroniclers of Vietnam—and, in the process, was cast as a
“Vietnam writer.” But to confine O’Brien to a single piece of ground or a particular style is to ignore
the broad sweep of a career spanning nearly four decades. In addition to detailed discussions of all
of O’Brien’s work—a memoir, If I Die in a Combat Zone, and seven books of fiction—the sixteen
interviews and profiles in Conversations with Tim O’Brien explore common themes, with subtle
differences. Looming large is the experience of Vietnam and its influence as well as O’Brien’s youth
in Minnesota and the expectations of a midwestern upbringing. Interviews allowed the writer to fully
examine the shifting boundaries of truth and identity, memory, and imagination in fiction; the role of
war in society; gender issues; and the craft of writing. O’Brien approaches each of these topics and a
host of others with a directness and an evident passion that will resonate with both readers and
prospective writers.
  the things they carried quotes: Soldiers Once and Still Alex Vernon, 2007-08-15 As the world
enters a new century, as it embarks on new wars and sees new developments in the waging of war,
reconsiderations of the last century’s legacy of warfare are necessary to our understanding of the
current world order. In Soldiers Once and Still, Alex Vernon looks back through the twentieth
century in order to confront issues of self and community in veterans’ literature, exploring how war
and the military have shaped the identities of Ernest Hemingway, James Salter, and Tim O’Brien,
three of the twentieth century’s most respected authors. Vernon specifically explores the various
ways war and the military, through both cultural and personal experience, have affected social and
gender identities and dynamics in each author’s work. Hemingway, Salter, and O’Brien form the
core of Soldiers Once and Still because each represents a different warring generation of
twentieth-century America: World War I with Hemingway, World War II and Korea with Salter, and
Vietnam with O’Brien. Each author also represents a different literary voice of the twentieth century,
from modern to mid-century to postmodern, and each presents a different battlefield experience:
Hemingway as noncombatant, Salter as air force fighter pilot, and O’Brien as army grunt. War’s
pervasive influence on the individual means that, for veterans-turned-writers like Hemingway,
Salter, and O’Brien, the war experience infiltrates their entire body of writing—their works can be
seen not only as war literature but also as veterans’ literature. As such, their entire postwar oeuvre,
regardless of whether an individual work explicitly addresses the war or the military, is open to
Vernon’s exploration of war, society, gender, and literary history. Vernon’s own experiences as a
soldier, a veteran, a writer, and a critic inform this enlightening critique of American literature,
offering students and scholars of American literature and war studies an invaluable tool for
understanding war’s effects on the veteran writer and his society.
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