
the scarlet ibis story

the scarlet ibis story is a profound and poignant short story written by James Hurst that explores
themes of pride, brotherhood, and the fragility of life. Set against the backdrop of a southern
American landscape, the narrative centers on the complex relationship between two brothers, one of
whom is physically disabled. The story is renowned for its rich symbolism, particularly the scarlet ibis
itself, which serves as a metaphor for uniqueness and vulnerability. Through vivid imagery and
emotional depth, Hurst crafts a tale that examines human nature, the consequences of expectations,
and the inevitability of loss. This article delves into the plot, characters, themes, symbolism, and
literary significance of the scarlet ibis story, providing a comprehensive understanding of its enduring
impact and relevance. The following sections will guide readers through an in-depth analysis of the
story’s elements and its place in American literature.
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Plot Summary of the Scarlet Ibis Story
The scarlet ibis story follows the narrator’s recollection of his childhood and his relationship with his
younger brother, Doodle. Born with physical disabilities, Doodle is not expected to survive, but he
defies the odds. The narrator, initially ashamed of Doodle’s limitations, pushes him to achieve
physical milestones despite his fragility. The story reaches a tragic climax when Doodle, exhausted
and vulnerable, dies after a storm, shortly after the appearance of a rare scarlet ibis on their property.
The narrative is both a coming-of-age tale and a meditation on the consequences of pride and the
harsh realities of life.

Detailed Plot Overview
The story begins with the narrator reflecting on Doodle’s birth and his own mixed feelings of
embarrassment and love. As Doodle grows, the narrator teaches him to walk and be more physically
active, driven by his desire for a “normal” brother. However, his ambitions place immense strain on
Doodle’s health. The scarlet ibis, a vibrant red bird that appears and dies mysteriously, parallels
Doodle’s own fate. The story concludes with the narrator finding Doodle dead, evoking a powerful
emotional response and highlighting the tragic consequences of misguided pride.



Key Plot Points

Doodle’s birth and initial prognosis

Narrator’s decision to teach Doodle to walk

Physical training sessions and their impact

Discovery of the scarlet ibis and its symbolism

Doodle’s death after a taxing journey home in a storm

Main Characters and Their Roles
Understanding the characters is essential to grasping the depth of the scarlet ibis story. The narrative
primarily revolves around the two brothers, whose dynamic drives the emotional core of the tale.

The Narrator
The older brother and narrator provides insight into the story’s events through a reflective and often
regretful lens. His complex feelings of pride, shame, love, and guilt shape the narrative. His desire for
Doodle to be “normal” leads to both tender and tragic moments, illustrating the dual nature of human
motivation.

Doodle
Doodle is a symbol of innocence and vulnerability. Despite his physical challenges, he exhibits
remarkable determination and spirit. His fragility contrasts with his inner strength, making his
character a focal point for themes of difference and acceptance.

Supporting Characters
Though less prominent, other characters such as the narrator’s parents and the environment itself
contribute to the story’s atmosphere and emotional tension. Their roles, while minor, help
contextualize the family dynamics and societal expectations.

Themes Explored in the Scarlet Ibis Story
The scarlet ibis story is rich with universal themes that enhance its literary significance and emotional
impact.



Pride and Its Consequences
Pride is a central theme that drives much of the narrative tension. The narrator’s pride motivates him
to push Doodle beyond his limits, which ultimately leads to tragedy. This theme explores how pride
can blind individuals to the needs and limitations of others.

Brotherhood and Family
The story deeply investigates sibling relationships, emphasizing the complexities of love and
responsibility. It highlights both the supportive and destructive aspects of family bonds.

Life and Death
Mortality and the fragility of life are ever-present in the narrative, symbolized by both Doodle’s
condition and the scarlet ibis. The story reflects on the inevitability of death and the impact it has on
the living.

The Struggle for Identity and Acceptance
Doodle’s journey represents the struggle for self-acceptance and societal acceptance, illustrating the
challenges faced by those who are different.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
The scarlet ibis story employs rich symbolism and various literary devices to deepen its meaning and
emotional resonance.

The Scarlet Ibis as a Symbol
The scarlet ibis, a rare and exotic bird, symbolizes Doodle himself. Its bright red color, fragility, and
eventual death parallel Doodle’s unique nature and tragic fate. This symbol serves to emphasize
themes of beauty, vulnerability, and mortality.

Imagery and Setting
The story’s vivid descriptions of the natural environment, especially the storm and the lush southern
landscape, enhance the mood and underscore the narrative’s emotional tone.

Foreshadowing and Irony
Hurst uses foreshadowing to hint at Doodle’s eventual death, creating a sense of inevitability. Irony
permeates the story, particularly in how the narrator’s well-intended pride leads to loss rather than



triumph.

Use of Symbolic Colors

Red: Represents both the scarlet ibis and Doodle’s blood, symbolizing life and death.

White: Often associated with innocence and purity, contrasting with the red of the ibis.

Black: Symbolizes death and mourning, frequently appearing in descriptions of the storm and
aftermath.

Historical and Cultural Context
The scarlet ibis story was published in 1960, reflecting the social and cultural milieu of mid-20th
century America, particularly the South. The story’s setting and themes resonate with issues of
disability, family roles, and societal expectations during that era.

Disability and Society
Doodle’s character challenges contemporary attitudes toward disability, highlighting the struggles for
acceptance and normalcy faced by individuals with physical impairments. The story subtly critiques
the pressures to conform to societal norms.

Southern Gothic Influence
The story’s setting and mood align with characteristics of Southern Gothic literature, including the
exploration of decay, death, and complex family relationships within a southern context.

Symbolism Reflecting Cultural Values
The scarlet ibis story reflects cultural values such as pride, honor, and familial duty, which were
particularly emphasized in southern American culture at the time.

Impact and Legacy of the Scarlet Ibis Story
The scarlet ibis story has left a lasting imprint on American literature and education due to its
powerful themes and emotional depth.



Educational Use
The story is frequently included in school curricula for its rich literary elements and capacity to
provoke discussion about morality, disability, and human relationships. It serves as a tool for teaching
narrative techniques, symbolism, and thematic analysis.

Critical Reception
Critics have praised the scarlet ibis story for its lyrical prose and emotional complexity. Its ability to
evoke empathy and reflection has secured its status as a classic short story.

Influence on Literature
The story has influenced other writers and has been studied for its effective use of symbolism and
narrative structure. Its exploration of universal themes continues to resonate with readers worldwide.

Reasons for Enduring Popularity

Timeless themes of love, pride, and loss

Memorable symbolism and vivid imagery

Relatable characters and emotional depth

Concise yet powerful storytelling

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Scarlet Ibis'?
The main theme of 'The Scarlet Ibis' is the complex relationship between pride and love, exploring
how pride can both motivate and harm, especially in familial bonds.

Who are the central characters in 'The Scarlet Ibis' and what
is their relationship?
The central characters are the narrator, often referred to as Brother, and his younger brother Doodle,
who has physical disabilities. Their relationship is marked by Brother's pride and desire to make
Doodle 'normal,' leading to both moments of joy and tragedy.



What symbolic role does the scarlet ibis play in the story?
The scarlet ibis symbolizes Doodle himself—unique, fragile, and out of place. Its death foreshadows
Doodle’s own tragic end and highlights themes of beauty, vulnerability, and mortality.

How does the setting influence the mood of 'The Scarlet Ibis'?
The story's setting in the American South during the early 20th century, with its lush but sometimes
harsh natural environment, reflects the story’s mood of both beauty and foreboding, reinforcing the
themes of struggle and fragility.

What is the significance of the story’s ending in 'The Scarlet
Ibis'?
The ending is significant because it reveals the consequences of Brother’s pride and the emotional
cost of his actions. Doodle's death serves as a poignant reminder of the limits of human control and
the importance of empathy.

Additional Resources
1. The Scarlet Ibis by James Hurst
This is the original short story that inspired many readers with its poignant themes of brotherhood,
pride, and loss. Set in the American South, it tells the tale of two brothers, one of whom is physically
disabled. The story uses the scarlet ibis, a rare and striking bird, as a powerful symbol of fragility and
beauty. It explores the consequences of expectations and the deep bonds between siblings.

2. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
This classic novel shares thematic elements with "The Scarlet Ibis," especially concerning innocence,
human frailty, and moral growth. Set in the racially divided South, it follows Scout Finch as she learns
about prejudice and compassion. The story emphasizes the importance of empathy and
understanding in human relationships.

3. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
This collection of linked short stories about the Vietnam War explores themes of loss, memory, and
the heavy burdens people carry. Like "The Scarlet Ibis," it delves into the complexities of human
emotion and the impact of trauma on relationships. The stories highlight vulnerability and the
enduring effects of pain.

4. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
This novella explores friendship and dreams amidst hardship during the Great Depression. It tells the
story of two displaced ranch workers, one of whom has a mental disability, echoing the themes of
care and tragedy found in "The Scarlet Ibis." The narrative highlights the fragility of hope and the
human need for connection.

5. The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold
This novel presents a story of loss and the lingering impact of tragedy on a family. Told from the
perspective of a young girl who has died, it explores grief, memory, and the desire for redemption.
The emotional depth and focus on family dynamics parallel the heart-wrenching elements of "The
Scarlet Ibis."



6. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
This children’s novel addresses friendship, imagination, and coping with sudden loss. It follows two
children who create a magical kingdom to escape their troubles, touching on themes of innocence
and the pain of growing up. The story’s sensitive handling of grief and connection resonates with the
tone of "The Scarlet Ibis."

7. My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult
This contemporary novel examines family relationships and ethical dilemmas surrounding illness and
sacrifice. It centers on a young girl who was genetically engineered to help her ill sister, raising
questions about identity and love. The exploration of sibling bonds and difficult choices aligns with the
emotional core of "The Scarlet Ibis."

8. Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes
This science fiction novel explores themes of intelligence, human dignity, and the desire for
acceptance. It follows Charlie Gordon, a man with a low IQ who undergoes an experimental surgery to
increase his intelligence. The story’s poignancy and exploration of vulnerability echo the tragic beauty
found in "The Scarlet Ibis."

9. The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
This contemporary young adult novel tells the story of two teenagers dealing with serious illness while
falling in love. It addresses themes of mortality, hope, and the impact of illness on relationships. The
novel’s emotional honesty and exploration of fragility are thematically similar to "The Scarlet Ibis."
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an Outstanding Reference Source by the Reference and User Services Association of the American
Library Association There are many anthologies of southern literature, but this is the first
companion. Neither a survey of masterpieces nor a biographical sourcebook, The Companion to
Southern Literature treats every conceivable topic found in southern writing from the
pre-Columbian era to the present, referencing specific works of all periods and genres. Top scholars
in their fields offer original definitions and examples of the concepts they know best, identifying the
themes, burning issues, historical personalities, beloved icons, and common or uncommon
stereotypes that have shaped the most significant regional literature in memory. Read the copious
offerings straight through in alphabetical order (Ancestor Worship, Blue-Collar Literature, Caves) or
skip randomly at whim (Guilt, The Grotesque, William Jefferson Clinton). Whatever approach you
take, The Companion’s authority, scope, and variety in tone and interpretation will prove a boon and
a delight. Explored here are literary embodiments of the Old South, New South, Solid South, Savage
South, Lazy South, and “Sahara of the Bozart.” As up-to-date as grit lit, K Mart fiction, and
postmodernism, and as old-fashioned as Puritanism, mules, and the tall tale, these five hundred
entries span a reach from Lady to Lesbian Literature. The volume includes an overview of every
southern state’s belletristic heritage while making it clear that the southern mind extends beyond
geographical boundaries to form an essential component of the American psyche. The South’s
lavishly rich literature provides the best means of understanding the region’s deepest nature, and
The Companion to Southern Literature will be an invaluable tool for those who take on that exciting
challenge. Description of Contents 500 lively, succinct articles on topics ranging from Abolition to
Yoknapatawpha 250 contributors, including scholars, writers, and poets 2 tables of contents —
alphabetical and subject — and a complete index A separate bibliography for most entries
  the scarlet ibis story: Parallel Curriculum Units for Language Arts, Grades 6-12 Jeanne
H. Purcell, Jann H. Leppien, 2009-08-25 The Parallel Curriculum Model (PCM) holds the power to
help students and teachers ′see the whole′ of what they are learning. We invite practitioners to read
more about this model and join us on a professional journey that we believe will yield that joy and
wisdom that comes from seeing the whole. To address the varying needs of teachers across the K–12
grade span—as well as different content areas—we decided to create a series of curriculum units,
based on PCM, that could be used by practitioners. It is our hope that the lessons not only
underscore important and discipline-specific content, but also illuminate the four parallels in unique
and enduring ways. —From the Introduction Design exemplary language arts lessons based on the
Parallel Curriculum Model! Want to create rigorous learning opportunities for students in language
arts based on a deeper understanding of pedagogy and curriculum design? As demonstrated in the
best-selling book The Parallel Curriculum, the Parallel Curriculum Model (PCM) allows teachers to
determine student performance levels and design intellectual challenges that help students develop
expertise in specific subject areas. Parallel Curriculum Units for Language Arts, Grades 6–12
provides sample language arts units written by practicing teachers to demonstrate what high-quality
curriculum looks like within a PCM framework. Covering a variety of topics—including narrative
voice, literary criticism, and writing original pieces—these field-tested units each contain: Teacher
rationales explaining the unit design Connections to concepts, skills, and national or state standards
Step-by-step directions for delivering the lessons and unit Modification strategies, assessments, and
reproducibles Use these examples to design your own units and deepen your understanding of how
the PCM framework helps tailor curriculum to the abilities, interests, and learning preferences of
each learner.
  the scarlet ibis story: The Better Writing Breakthrough Eleanor Dougherty, Laura Billings,
Terry Roberts, 2016-03-04 Every teacher knows the challenge of trying to engage reluctant readers
and struggling writers—students whose typical response to a writing prompt is a few sentence
fragments scribbled on a sheet of paper followed by an elaborate shrug of the shoulders. The best
way to engage less confident readers and writers is to give them something powerful to think about.
The Discourse and Writing Cycle explores writing as a means to focus student thinking, fuel deeper
learning, and build complex understanding in English, social studies, math, and science. This



field-tested approach from well-respected experts Eleanor Dougherty, Laura Billings, and Terry
Roberts is designed for use in grades 4–12. The book explores the three interrelated sequences of
the cycle—the Discourse Sequence, the Transition to Writing Sequence, and the Writing
Sequence—and includes classroom examples and sample lesson plans from across the content areas.
The cycle will inspire you as a teacher and help you to inspire your students to write with confidence
and competence. “How often we dim or extinguish the creative sparks that can come from good
writing! William Butler Yeats proclaimed that ‘Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of
a fire.’ This book lights the fire for the teaching of writing.” —John Hattie, author of the Visible
Learning books
  the scarlet ibis story: The Bleeding Tree Hollie Starling, 2023-05-11 It was the last of the
ebbing days, the brink of the new season. It was the murky hours, the clove between sunset and
sunrise. It was a tall tree with deep roots and it had been bleeding for a long while. As summer falls
into autumn, Hollie Starling is hit by the heart-stopping news that her father has died by suicide.
Thrust into a state of 'grief on hard mode', Hollie feels underserved by current attitudes toward grief
and so seeks another way through the dark. Following her first year without her father, Hollie
embraces her lifelong interest in folklore and turns to the healing power of nature, the changing
seasons and the rituals of ancient communities. The Bleeding Tree is an unflinching year-zero
guidebook to grief that shows us that by looking back to past traditions of bereavement we can all
find our own way forward. 'Starling's account of family life is riveting and narrated with grace and
honesty, counterpointing the personal with the mythic.' - Irish Times
  the scarlet ibis story: Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay Kimberly Campbell, Kristi Latimer,
2023-10-10 Love it or hate it, the five-paragraph essay is perhaps the most frequently taught form of
writing in classrooms of yesterday and today. But have you ever actually seen five-paragraph essays
outside of school walls? Have you ever found it in business writing, journalism, nonfiction, or any
other genres that exist in the real world? Kimberly Hill Campbell and Kristi Latimer reviewed the
research on the effectiveness of the form as a teaching tool and discovered that the research does
not support the five-paragraph formula. In fact, research shows that the formula restricts creativity,
emphasizes structure rather than content, does not improve standardized test scores, inadequately
prepares students for college writing, and results in vapid writing. In Beyond the Five-Paragraph
Essay, Kimberly and Kristi show you how to reclaim the literary essay and create a program that
encourages thoughtful writing in response to literature. They provide numerous strategies that
stimulate student thinking, value unique insight, and encourage lively, personal writing, including
the following: Close reading (which is the basis for writing about literature) Low-stakes writing
options that support students' thinking as they read Collaboration in support of discussion, debate,
and organizational structures that support writing as exploration A focus on students' writing
process as foundational to content development and structure The use of model texts to write in the
form of the literature students are reading and analyzingThe goal of reading and writing about
literature is to push and challenge our students' thinking. We want students to know that their
writing can convey something important: a unique view to share, defend, prove, delight, discover,
and inspire. If we want our students to be more engaged, skilled writers, we need to move beyond
the five-paragraph essay.
  the scarlet ibis story: Conversations with Kentucky Writers II Linda Elisabeth LaPinta,
2021-10-21 In this sequel to Conversations with Kentucky Writers, L. Elisabeth Beattie brings
together in-depth interviews with sixteen of the state's premiere wordsmiths. This new volume offers
the perspectives of poets, journalists, and scholars as they discuss their views on creativity, the
teaching of writing, and the importance of Kentucky in their work. They talk frankly about how and
why they do what they do. The writers speak for themselves, and their thoughts come alive on the
page. Beattie's interviews reveal the allegiances and alliances among Kentucky writers that have
shaped literary trends by bringing together people with shared interests, values, subjects, and
styles. The interviewees include authors who are captivated in other writers and in what they have
to say about the process and craft of writing; educators who are interested in Kentucky writers and



what their work reveals about the nature of creativity; and historians who are concerned with
Kentucky's literary and cultural heritage. The interviews reveal patterns in Kentucky literature from
mid-century to the millennium, as authors talk about how their sense of place has changed over the
decades and reveal the ways in which the roots of Kentucky writing have produced a literary
flowering at the century's end. Includes: Sallie Bingham, Joy Bale Boone, Thomas D. Clark, John
Egerton, Sarah Gorham, Lynwood Montell, Maureen Morehead, John Ed Pearce, Ameilia Blossom
Pegram, Karen Robards, Jeffrey Skinner, Frederick Smock, Frank Steele, Martha Bennett Stiles,
Richard Taylor, and Michael Williams.
  the scarlet ibis story: The Eternal Masculine Mary Raymond Shipman Andrews, 1913
  the scarlet ibis story: From Mandate to Achievement Elaine Makas, 2009-09-14 Based on a
five-step model, this guide helps school leaders establish the processes necessary to align
curriculum to mandated standards, develop curriculum maps, and systematize instructional
practices.
  the scarlet ibis story: Our Library Library Association (Portland, Or.), Library Association of
Portland, 1914
  the scarlet ibis story: Common Core Curriculum: English, Grades 9-12 Great Minds,
2014-04-16 Common Core's English resources empower educators to meet the expectations of the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and build essential content
knowledge for students in grades 9-12. Each grade in The Wheatley Portfolio features a
comprehensive, coherent sequence of thematic units that engage students in deep study of
worthwhile texts and topics. Features of this book include: Six thematic units for each grade, each
centered on a curated collection of literary and informational texts Focus standards for each unit
that complement the topic and promote student mastery of essential literacy skills Suggested texts
and activities to incorporate science, art, and history into English instruction This revised second
edition includes a sample text study that guides students through a close read of an exemplary text,
updated web resources, and refreshed suggested works. Educators who create their curriculum
based on Common Core's Wheatley Portfolioguarantee that students are exposed to content-rich
instruction and have ample opportunity to master the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language skills articulated in the CCSS for ELA.
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Herbert Locke, 1918
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1989
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The Scarlet Ibis: Full Plot Summary | SparkNotes A short summary of James Hurst's The Scarlet
Ibis. This free synopsis covers all the crucial plot points of The Scarlet Ibis
The Scarlet Ibis (Big Text) - It was in the clove of seasons, summer was dead but autumn had not
yet been born, that the ibis lit in the bleeding tree. The flower garden was strained with rotting
brown magnolia petals and
The Scarlet Ibis Summary & Analysis | LitCharts Need help with The Scarlet Ibis in James
Hurst's The Scarlet Ibis? Check out our revolutionary side-by-side summary and analysis
James Hurst: The Scarlet Ibis - The Atlantic His stories have been published in small reviews,
but this touching story of a boy and his crippled brother marks Mr. Hurst’s first appearance in a
national magazine
“THE SCARLET IBIS” - North Iowa Community School District It was in the clove of seasons,
summer was dead but autumn had not yet been born, that the Ibis lit in the bleeding tree. It’s
strange that all this is still so clear to me, now that summer has long
“The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst: A Critical Analysis   “The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst was
first published in The Atlantic Monthly in July 1960, winning the magazine’s Atlantic First Award.
Quickly recognized for its literary merit, the

Back to Home: http://www.speargroupllc.com

http://www.speargroupllc.com

