travis family history

travis family history traces the origins, migration, and notable figures
associated with the Travis surname. This article explores the genealogical
background and cultural significance of the Travis family name, outlining its
etymology and historical roots. The study of the Travis family history
reveals connections to early settlers in America and highlights influential
individuals who have shaped various regions. Understanding the lineage and
heritage of the Travis name provides valuable insight into broader historical
contexts including migration patterns and social developments. This
comprehensive review covers the origins of the surname, key family branches,
and notable descendants, while emphasizing documented records and
genealogical research. The following sections present a detailed look at the
Travis family history, offering a structured overview for those interested in
ancestry and heritage.
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Early Travis Family Migration and Settlement
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Modern Distribution and Legacy of the Travis Name

Origins and Etymology of the Travis Surname

The Travis surname has roots that can be traced back to medieval England and
France. It is widely believed to have originated from the 0ld French word
traverser, meaning "to cross," which was adopted into Anglo-Norman language.
The name likely described someone who lived near a crossing or toll bridge,
or who was a traveler or ferryman. Over time, the surname evolved into
various spellings including Travis, Traviss, and Travies, depending on
regional dialects and linguistic influences.

Meaning and Language Roots

The root of the Travis family name lies in the occupation or geographic
feature associated with crossings or pathways. The term traverser in 0ld
French referred to crossing over rivers or roads, an important aspect of
medieval life when transportation infrastructure was scarce. This
occupational or locative origin was common in surname formation during the
Middle Ages, reflecting the role or location of an individual or family. The



adoption of the name Travis in England is linked to the Norman Conquest of
1066, when French language and culture heavily influenced English naming
conventions.

Variations and Spelling

The Travis family name has appeared in historical records with multiple
variants. These variations often resulted from phonetic spelling, literacy
levels, and clerical recording practices across centuries. Common variants
include:

e Traviss
e Travies
e Travice

e Travis

Despite these differences, the core etymology remains consistent, linking
back to the idea of crossing or passage.

Early Travis Family Migration and Settlement

The earliest documented Travis families are found in England, particularly in
counties such as Yorkshire, Lancashire, and Devon. With the advent of
European colonization, members of the Travis family emigrated to North
America during the 17th and 18th centuries, establishing roots primarily in
the southern and eastern United States. These early migrations played a
significant role in the spread and establishment of the Travis lineage across
the New World.

Travis Family in England

In England, Travis families were typically recorded in parish registers from
the 1500s onward. Many were involved in farming, trade, and local governance.
The surname was moderately common in northern England, reflecting the
occupational or locational significance of the name. Genealogical records
from this period include baptisms, marriages, and land transactions that help
trace the lineage of the Travis family in their country of origin.

Migration to America

The migration of Travis families to America began as early as the early
1600s, with more substantial waves occurring in the 1700s. Early records show



Travis settlers in Virginia, North Carolina, and later Texas. These settlers
often participated in colonial expansion, farming, and military service. The
Travis name became well-established in American society, particularly in the
southern states where land grants and settlement opportunities were abundant
during colonial times.

Notable Figures in Travis Family History

The Travis family history includes several prominent figures who have
contributed to American history, politics, and culture. Their achievements
and legacies underscore the broader impact of the Travis lineage.

William Barret Travis

One of the most famous individuals bearing the Travis name is William Barret
Travis, a 19th-century American lawyer and soldier. He is best known for his
leadership role during the Texas Revolution, particularly at the Battle of
the Alamo in 1836. Travis'’s courage and dedication made him a symbol of Texas
independence and resilience, and his legacy remains an important part of
Travis family history.

Other Historical Figures

Beyond William Barret Travis, the family includes numerous other individuals
who have held key roles in military, political, and social spheres. Examples
include:

e Early colonial settlers and landowners in Virginia and the Carolinas
e Military officers in the American Revolutionary War and Civil War

e Noted politicians and community leaders in southern states

These figures illustrate the diverse contributions of the Travis family
across various periods of American history.

Travis Family Records and Genealogical
Resources

Research into the Travis family history is supported by a variety of
historical documents and genealogical databases. These resources help trace
family lines, verify connections, and provide context for the family's
evolution over time.



Vital Records and Census Data

Vital records such as birth, marriage, and death certificates are essential
for constructing Travis family trees. Census data, particularly from the 19th
and 20th centuries, offers insights into family structure, occupations, and
geographic distribution. These records are often accessible through national
and state archives.

Military and Land Records

Military service records, including Revolutionary War and Civil War
documents, provide information about Travis family members who served in the
armed forces. Land grants and property deeds also reveal migration patterns
and economic status. These records are valuable for understanding the
family'’s social and economic history.

Genealogical Societies and Online Databases

Numerous genealogical societies focus on surname research, including those
dedicated to the Travis family lineage. Online platforms offer searchable
databases featuring historical records, family trees submitted by
researchers, and DNA testing results that can confirm familial links. These
tools are instrumental for anyone investigating the Travis family history in
depth.

Modern Distribution and Legacy of the Travis
Name

Today, the Travis surname continues to be found predominantly in the United
States, with notable concentrations in Texas, California, and other southern
and western states. The legacy of the Travis family name is preserved through
community recognition, historical landmarks, and ongoing genealogical
interest.

Geographical Distribution

The surname Travis remains relatively widespread, with census data indicating
thousands of individuals bearing the name across the country. The historical
migration patterns from England to America, and subsequent internal
movements, have contributed to this distribution.



Cultural and Historical Impact

The Travis family name is intertwined with American history, particularly in
relation to the state of Texas and the broader southern United States. The
memory of William Barret Travis and other family members is commemorated in
monuments, place names, and cultural references. This enduring presence
highlights the significance of the Travis family history within the larger
narrative of American heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the earliest known ancestors of the Travis
family?

The earliest known ancestors of the Travis family trace back to 17th century
England, where the surname originated as a nickname for a toll collector or
gatekeeper.

What is the origin and meaning of the Travis
surname?

The surname Travis is of English origin, derived from the 0ld French word
'traverser,' meaning 'to cross,' often referring to a person who collected
tolls at a bridge or crossroads.

Are there any notable historical figures in the
Travis family history?

Yes, one notable figure is William B. Travis, a 19th-century American lawyer
and soldier who played a key role in the Texas Revolution and died at the
Battle of the Alamo.

How did the Travis family migrate to America?

Many Travis family members migrated to America during the colonial period,
settling primarily in the southern states such as Virginia and later Texas.

What regions are most associated with the Travis
family in the United States?

The Travis family is most associated with southern states, particularly
Virginia, Texas, and Georgia, where many early settlers established their
homes.



Are there any common family crests or coats of arms
linked to the Travis surname?

Yes, the Travis family has several coats of arms, typically featuring symbols
like crosses and chevrons, reflecting the family's historical roles and
values.

How can I trace my Travis family genealogy
effectively?

To trace your Travis family genealogy, start with oral family histories, then
use census records, birth and death certificates, and online genealogy
databases such as Ancestry.com or FamilySearch.

Did the Travis family have any involvement in major
historical events?

Yes, members of the Travis family were involved in significant events such as
the Texas Revolution, American Civil War, and early colonial settlement of
America.

Are there any famous Travis family descendants in
modern times?

Modern descendants include individuals in various fields, though none as
historically renowned as William B. Travis; some are active in politics,
arts, and academics.

What resources are best for researching the Travis
family history?

The best resources include census records, military records, historical
registries, local archives in states with Travis settlements, and online
genealogy platforms.

Additional Resources

1. The Roots of the Travis Family: A Journey Through Generations

This book delves into the early origins of the Travis family, tracing their
ancestry back to the 17th century. It highlights key family members and the
historical contexts that shaped their lives. Readers will find detailed
genealogical records and fascinating stories passed down through the
generations.

2. Travis Family Chronicles: Tales from the 0ld Homestead
Set against the backdrop of the American frontier, this collection of stories



explores the daily life, challenges, and triumphs of the Travis family in
rural America. The book combines personal letters, diaries, and photographs
to create an intimate portrait of family life spanning several decades.

3. Legacy of the Travis Name: Heroes and Pioneers

Focusing on notable Travis family members who made significant contributions
to their communities, this book celebrates their achievements in fields such
as military service, politics, and education. It offers inspiring narratives
that showcase the family's enduring legacy.

4. The Travis Family and the Civil War: Stories of Courage and Sacrifice

This book examines the impact of the Civil War on the Travis family, with
firsthand accounts from soldiers and civilians alike. It provides a nuanced
look at how the conflict shaped family dynamics and influenced their place in
American history.

5. From England to America: The Migration of the Travis Family

Tracing the migration journey of the Travis family from their English roots
to their settlement in America, this book explores the reasons behind their
move and the challenges they faced as immigrants. It includes passenger
lists, immigration documents, and personal narratives.

6. Women of the Travis Family: Strength and Resilience

Highlighting the often-overlooked stories of the Travis women, this book
celebrates their roles as matriarchs, community leaders, and innovators. It
sheds light on their contributions to the family's survival and growth
through changing times.

7. The Travis Family in the 20th Century: Adaptation and Growth

Covering the turbulent decades of the 1900s, this book explores how the
Travis family adapted to social, economic, and technological changes. It
includes stories of immigration, war, industrialization, and cultural shifts
that influenced family life.

8. Travis Family Heirlooms: Preserving History Through Objects

This unique volume focuses on the tangible heritage of the Travis family,
such as letters, photographs, furniture, and jewelry. Each item tells a
story, connecting readers to the past and illustrating the importance of
preserving family history.

9. Mapping the Travis Legacy: A Genealogical Guide

An essential resource for anyone researching the Travis family, this book
provides detailed family trees, historical records, and research tips. It
offers guidance on how to trace lineage and uncover hidden stories within the
Travis genealogy.
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travis family history: Joe, the Slave Who Became an Alamo Legend Ron J. Jackson, Lee Spencer
White, 2015-03-02 If we do in fact “remember the Alamo,” it is largely thanks to one person who
witnessed the final assault and survived: the commanding officer’s slave, a young man known simply
as Joe. What Joe saw as the Alamo fell, recounted days later to the Texas Cabinet, has come down to
us in records and newspaper reports. But who Joe was, where he came from, and what happened to
him have all remained mysterious until now. In a remarkable feat of historical detective work,
authors Ron J. Jackson, Jr., and Lee Spencer White have fully restored this pivotal yet elusive figure
to his place in the American story. The twenty-year-old Joe stood with his master, Lieutenant Colonel
Travis, against the Mexican army in the early hours of March 6, 1836. After Travis fell, Joe watched
the battle’s last moments from a hiding place. He was later taken first to Bexar and questioned by
Santa Anna about the Texan army, and then to the revolutionary capitol, where he gave his
testimony with evident candor. With these few facts in hand, Jackson and White searched through
plantation ledgers, journals, memoirs, slave narratives, ship logs, newspapers, letters, and court
documents. Their decades-long effort has revealed the outline of Joe’s biography, alongside some
startling facts: most notably, that Joe was the younger brother of the famous escaped slave and
abolitionist narrator William Wells Brown, as well as the grandson of legendary trailblazer Daniel
Boone. This book traces Joe’s story from his birth in Kentucky through his life in slavery—which, in a
grotesque irony, resumed after he took part in the Texans’ battle for independence—to his eventual
escape and disappearance into the shadows of history. Joe, the Slave Who Became an Alamo Legend
recovers a true American character from obscurity and expands our view of events central to the
emergence of Texas.

travis family history: The Travis Family Today and Yesterday Berdyne Dale Travis, 1969
Ancestors include: John Travis (d. 1827) of Pennsylvania and Ohio -- Roswell David (b. 1791) of New
York -- Martin de Rodes (1785-1968) of Maryland and Ohio.

travis family history: Travis and Richmond Family History and Genealogy , 2003 Vaud Ancil
Travis was born 28 June 1895 in Bates, Arkansas. His parents were James Alonzo Travis (1873-1953)
and Mary Jane Richmond (1877-1948). His grandparents were Henry Harrison Travis (1846-1928),
Margaret Caroline Simmons (1855-1925), Isaac Washington Richmond (1838-1920) and Martha Lou
Amy Putnam (1877-1948). He married Lorena Lewis (1898-1983), daughter of Edward Ebby Lewis
(1873-1947) and Eveline Lou Hughes (1879-1958), 12 Jun 1920 in Fayetteville, Arkansas. They had
two children. Ancestors, descendants and relatives lived mainly in Virginia, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Arkansas, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas and California.

travis family history: Wim Wenders's Road Movie Philosophy René V. Arcilla, 2020-02-06 What
is education? Most of the time, we have little patience for this question because we take the answer
to be obvious: we identify education with school learning. This book focuses on education outside of
the school context as a basis for criticizing and improving school learning. Following the examples of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Dewey, Arcilla seeks to harmonize schooling with a more pervasive
education we are all naturally undergoing. He develops a philosophical theory of education that
stresses the experience of being led out-a theory latent in the Latin term, “educere”-by examining
the road movies of Wim Wenders. This book contributes both to our understanding of another crucial
kind of education our schooling could better serve, and to our appreciation of what unifies and
distinguishes Wenders's achievements in cinema.

travis family history: A History of Texas and Texans Francis White Johnson, 1914
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travis family history: I've Been Here All the While Alaina E. Roberts, 2021-04-05 Perhaps no
other symbol has more resonance in African American history than that of 40 acres and a mule—the
lost promise of Black reparations for slavery after the Civil War. In I've Been Here All the While,
Alaina E. Roberts draws on archival research and family history to upend the traditional story of
Reconstruction.

travis family history: The Cinema of Wim Wenders Alexander Graf, 2002 The Cinema of
Wim Wenders: The Celluloid Highway is a new study of the films of this most prominent of German
directors, and penetrates the seductive sounds and images for which he is best known. The book
analyses the individual films in the context of a preoccupation central to all of Wenders' work and
writings: why modern cinema - a recording art, solely composed of sounds and images - naturally
developed into a primarily narrative medium, a domain traditionally associated with words and
sentences? With its emphasis on analysing the films themselves, this book identifies and critically
elucidates Wenders' chief artistic motivation: that the act of seeing can constitute a creative act in
its own right.

travis family history: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, Library of
Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy,
2013

travis family history: Southern Historical Research Magazine , 1937 A periodical dedicated to
the preservation of local historical homes; this issue highlights the genealogy of Col. William Barrett
Travis, Texas hero who died at the Battle of the Alamo.

travis family history: Genealogies in the Library of Congress Marion ]J. Kaminkow, 2012-09
A complement to genealogies in the Library of Congress -t.p. of fifth v.

travis family history: Raising a Moody Child Mary A. Fristad, Jill S. Goldberg-Arnold,
2003-10-30 Guides families in identifying depression or bipolar disorder in a child, equipping kids
with mood-management skills, protecting the couple relationship of parents of depressed or bipolar
children, and finding professional help.

travis family history: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress. Cataloging
Policy and Support Office, 2003

travis family history: The Great Game Michael, Lederer, 2014-09-15 The Great Game is a
collection of eighteen short stories. The American West is supposed to be wild compared to the East.
In Europe, it is the other way around. Lederer has lived in and writes about each of these places. He
finds the differences are not as convenient as the myths. A hitchhiking trip across America. A drunk
horse in California. A train from Berlin to Warsaw. Powerlessness among the rich. Innocence in New
York City. Home. These are some of the themes explored in this book.

travis family history: Maya's Journey & Maria's Dream Barbara Godin, 2025-08-03 Maya's life
undergoes a significant transformation following a tragic accident that results in her husband
sustaining a severe brain injury, while Maria's dream of a happy family is shattered when her
husband is diagnosed with an aggressive form of cancer. Together, these stories highlight the
emotional strength and resilience required to face life's toughest battles. Maria's dream of a happy
family is shattered when her husband is diagnosed with an aggressive form of cancer. Her journey is
marked by heartache and pain, as she witnesses the love of her life slipping away. Together, these
stories highlight the emotional strength and resilience required to face life's toughest battles.
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