
thoreau essay civil disobedience

thoreau essay civil disobedience is a seminal work that explores the moral responsibility of individuals

to oppose unjust laws and government actions. Written by Henry David Thoreau in 1849, the essay

argues for nonviolent resistance as a form of protest against government policies that violate ethical

principles. This influential essay has shaped various social and political movements by advocating for

conscience-driven civil disobedience. The text delves into themes such as individual conscience, the

limits of government authority, and the power of peaceful protest. This article provides an in-depth

analysis of Thoreau’s essay, its historical context, key arguments, and its lasting impact on modern

civil rights activism. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why "Civil Disobedience"

remains relevant in discussions about justice and governance.
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Historical Context of Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience

The background against which Henry David Thoreau wrote his essay is crucial for understanding its

message and significance. Thoreau penned thoreau essay civil disobedience following his refusal to

pay a poll tax, a protest against slavery and the Mexican-American War. This act of defiance resulted



in his brief imprisonment, which inspired him to articulate his philosophy on the relationship between

the individual and the state. The mid-19th century was a period marked by intense political and social

upheaval in the United States, especially regarding issues of slavery, war, and government overreach.

Thoreau’s essay was a direct response to these conditions, emphasizing the moral duty to resist

unjust government actions through peaceful means.

Political Climate in the 1840s

During the 1840s, the United States was deeply divided over slavery and territorial expansion. The

Mexican-American War (1846–1848) was particularly controversial, seen by many, including Thoreau,

as an unjust war aimed at expanding slave-holding territory. Additionally, laws like the Fugitive Slave

Act forced citizens to participate in the enforcement of slavery, raising ethical questions about

obedience to government mandates. In this climate, Thoreau’s call for civil disobedience served as a

radical challenge to prevailing governmental authority and societal norms.

Thoreau’s Personal Experience

Thoreau’s personal act of defiance—his refusal to pay the poll tax—was rooted in his opposition to

slavery and the war. His subsequent imprisonment for a night became the catalyst for thoreau essay

civil disobedience, where he argued that individuals must not permit governments to overrule their

consciences. His experience illustrated the power of individual protest and the importance of prioritizing

moral principles over legal obligations.

Core Principles of the Essay

thoreau essay civil disobedience establishes several foundational ideas about law, morality, and

individual responsibility. Central to the essay is the assertion that individuals should not allow

governments to dictate their ethical choices if those governments perpetuate injustice. Thoreau

advocates for a form of nonviolent resistance that emphasizes conscience over compliance. The essay



challenges readers to consider when it is justifiable to break laws and how to do so responsibly.

Individual Conscience vs. Government Authority

Thoreau argues that true justice stems from the individual's conscience rather than blind obedience to

laws. He contends that when laws are unjust, citizens have a moral obligation to refuse compliance

and to accept the consequences of their resistance. This principle elevates the rights of the individual

conscience above the authority of the state, suggesting that legality does not equate to morality.

The Duty to Resist Injustice

The essay promotes the idea that passive acceptance of injustice implicates individuals in wrongdoing.

Thoreau asserts that people must actively resist immoral government actions rather than waiting for

change through political processes. He encourages civil disobedience as a means to provoke reform

and awaken societal awareness.

Nonviolent Resistance

A key element of Thoreau’s philosophy is the commitment to nonviolence. He advocates for peaceful

refusal to comply with unjust laws, emphasizing moral integrity and the power of example. This

approach contrasts with violent rebellion, underscoring that change can be achieved through

principled, peaceful means.

Philosophical Foundations and Influences

thoreau essay civil disobedience draws on a rich tradition of philosophical thought, integrating ideas

from transcendentalism, natural law, and ethical philosophy. Thoreau’s arguments are grounded in the

belief that individuals possess inherent rights and moral duties that transcend legislative authority. The

essay reflects the influence of thinkers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau’s



own transcendentalist beliefs.

Transcendentalist Thought

Transcendentalism, a 19th-century philosophical movement emphasizing individual intuition and the

inherent goodness of people and nature, profoundly shaped Thoreau’s essay. The movement’s focus

on self-reliance and moral autonomy is evident throughout the text, where Thoreau champions the

individual's inner sense of justice as paramount.

Natural Law and Moral Philosophy

Thoreau’s position aligns with the concept of natural law, which holds that certain rights and ethical

principles are universal and inherent, independent of human-made laws. His belief that unjust laws

should be disobeyed stems from the idea that legality must be measured against higher moral

standards.

Influence of Earlier Thinkers

The essay reflects the influence of earlier philosophers such as John Locke, who emphasized the

social contract and natural rights, and Henry David Thoreau’s contemporaries like Ralph Waldo

Emerson, who advocated for individual conscience and social reform. These influences helped shape

the essay’s enduring philosophical framework.

Impact and Legacy of Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience

The influence of thoreau essay civil disobedience extends far beyond its original publication, shaping

major social and political movements worldwide. Its principles have been adopted by leaders and

activists advocating for civil rights, social justice, and political reform. The essay’s legacy lies in its

powerful argument for the moral duty to resist unjust systems.



Influence on Civil Rights Movements

Thoreau’s essay notably influenced key figures in the 20th-century civil rights movement, including Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr. King’s philosophy of nonviolent protest and civil disobedience closely mirrors

Thoreau’s ideas, emphasizing moral resistance to unjust laws and the pursuit of social justice through

peaceful means.

Global Impact on Social Justice

Beyond the United States, the essay inspired leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, who applied the

principles of civil disobedience to India’s struggle for independence. Gandhi’s nonviolent resistance

strategies drew directly from Thoreau’s work, highlighting its global significance.

Enduring Relevance in Political Discourse

Today, thoreau essay civil disobedience continues to be a foundational text in discussions about the

ethics of protest and the rights of citizens. Its arguments are frequently cited in debates over

governmental authority, human rights, and the legitimacy of civil resistance.

Modern Applications and Interpretations

The principles outlined in thoreau essay civil disobedience remain pertinent in contemporary society,

where issues of social justice, environmental activism, and political dissent continue to provoke debate.

Modern movements often draw on Thoreau’s ideas to justify peaceful protest and challenge unjust

systems.

Environmental Activism

Environmental activists employ civil disobedience to oppose policies and practices harmful to the



planet. Inspired by Thoreau’s respect for nature and ethical resistance, these activists engage in

peaceful protests and noncompliance to raise awareness and push for sustainable change.

Political Dissent and Protest

In various democratic societies, civil disobedience remains a critical tool for marginalized groups

seeking to highlight injustice and demand reform. The ethical framework provided by Thoreau’s essay

informs these actions, emphasizing responsibility and respect for human dignity.

Ethical Considerations and Challenges

While civil disobedience is widely regarded as a legitimate form of protest, it raises complex ethical

questions about the balance between law and morality. Modern interpretations of Thoreau’s essay

continue to explore how individuals can responsibly engage in disobedience while maintaining social

order and respect for differing viewpoints.

Key Elements of Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience Philosophy

Prioritization of individual moral conscience over legal compliance

Nonviolent resistance as the preferred method of protest

Acceptance of legal consequences to demonstrate commitment to justice

Rejection of complicity in unjust government actions

Emphasis on awakening societal conscience through personal example



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument in Thoreau's essay 'Civil Disobedience'?

Thoreau's main argument in 'Civil Disobedience' is that individuals should not permit governments to

overrule their consciences and have a moral duty to avoid enabling injustice by refusing to comply with

unjust laws.

Why did Thoreau write the essay 'Civil Disobedience'?

Thoreau wrote 'Civil Disobedience' in response to his opposition to slavery and the Mexican-American

War, advocating for peaceful resistance to unjust government actions.

How does Thoreau define 'civil disobedience' in his essay?

Thoreau defines civil disobedience as the active, nonviolent refusal to obey unjust laws as a form of

protest to bring about social or political change.

What role does conscience play in Thoreau's essay 'Civil

Disobedience'?

Conscience is central in Thoreau's essay; he argues that individuals must prioritize their moral

principles over legal obligations and act according to their conscience even if it means breaking the

law.

How did 'Civil Disobedience' influence later social and political

movements?

Thoreau's essay influenced leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., inspiring

nonviolent resistance movements for civil rights and independence worldwide.



What examples does Thoreau use to illustrate civil disobedience?

Thoreau uses his own refusal to pay poll taxes as an example of civil disobedience, which led to his

brief imprisonment, demonstrating personal responsibility in opposing injustice.

Does Thoreau advocate for complete anarchy in 'Civil Disobedience'?

No, Thoreau does not advocate for anarchy; rather, he calls for just governance and urges individuals

to resist and reform unjust laws peacefully while respecting moral law.

How is 'Civil Disobedience' relevant in today's political climate?

'Civil Disobedience' remains relevant as it provides a philosophical foundation for peaceful protest

against governmental policies or laws perceived as unjust, encouraging moral accountability and

activism.

Additional Resources

1. Walden and Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau

This classic work compiles Thoreau's reflections on simple living in natural surroundings and his

seminal essay "Civil Disobedience." It explores themes of individual conscience, resistance to unjust

government actions, and the pursuit of personal integrity. The book remains a foundational text for

environmentalism and political activism.

2. Resistance and Reform: The Legacy of Civil Disobedience by Howard Zinn

Howard Zinn examines the history and impact of civil disobedience in social and political movements,

drawing on Thoreau's essay as a starting point. The book connects past acts of resistance to

contemporary struggles for justice, emphasizing the power of peaceful protest. Zinn highlights how

ordinary people can influence change through moral courage.

3. The Power of Conscience: Essays on Civil Disobedience edited by Michael Walzer

This collection of essays delves into the philosophical and ethical foundations of civil disobedience,



featuring discussions inspired by Thoreau's work. Contributors analyze the moral dilemmas involved in

breaking laws for a higher cause and the limits of governmental authority. It's an insightful resource for

understanding the complexities of political resistance.

4. Thoreau’s Ethics of Disobedience by Karen Armstrong

Karen Armstrong explores the spiritual and ethical dimensions of Thoreau's argument for civil

disobedience. She situates his ideas within a broader religious and philosophical context, highlighting

the role of conscience and nonviolence. The book offers a nuanced interpretation of Thoreau’s

influence on later activists like Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr.

5. Civil Disobedience and the American Tradition by John Rawls

Philosopher John Rawls presents a detailed analysis of civil disobedience within the framework of

American political thought. He discusses Thoreau’s essay as a key text that challenges citizens to

question unjust laws while maintaining respect for the rule of law. Rawls’ work provides a theoretical

foundation for modern debates on civil rights and social justice.

6. Acts of Conscience: Thoreau’s Influence on Modern Activism by Rebecca Solnit

This book traces the profound impact of Thoreau’s civil disobedience on contemporary movements for

environmental protection, human rights, and social change. Solnit highlights stories of activists who

drew inspiration from Thoreau’s emphasis on individual responsibility and moral action. It celebrates

the enduring relevance of his ideas in today’s world.

7. The Moral Imperative of Civil Disobedience by Michael Sandel

Michael Sandel examines the ethical justifications for civil disobedience, referencing Thoreau’s essay

as a foundational text. He discusses the tension between obeying laws and following one’s

conscience, and the role of civil disobedience in a democratic society. Sandel offers contemporary

examples to illustrate the ongoing significance of Thoreau’s message.

8. Nonviolent Resistance: From Thoreau to Gandhi by Mark Kurlansky

Mark Kurlansky explores the lineage of nonviolent resistance, beginning with Thoreau’s advocacy for

civil disobedience and continuing through Gandhi’s campaigns in India. The book highlights the



strategic and moral aspects of peaceful protest and its effectiveness in achieving political goals. It

underscores Thoreau’s foundational role in shaping nonviolent activism worldwide.

9. The Citizen’s Duty: Essays on Law, Morality, and Civil Disobedience by Martha Nussbaum

Philosopher Martha Nussbaum offers a collection of essays that investigate the duties of citizens in

confronting unjust laws, drawing heavily on Thoreau’s principles. She discusses the balance between

legal obligation and moral responsibility, emphasizing the importance of active, conscientious

citizenship. The book encourages readers to reflect on their role in promoting justice through civil

disobedience.
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  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Civil Disobedience and Other Essays Henry David
Thoreau, 2012-02-29 Representative sampling of Thoreau's most frequently read and cited essays:
On the Duty of Civil Disobedience (1849), Life without Principle (1863), Slavery in Massachusetts
(1854), A Plea for Captain John Brown (1869) and Walking (1862).
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: On the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau,
2021-08-23 On the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau - On the Duty of Civil
Disobedience is an essay by American transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau that was first
published in 1849. In it, Thoreau argues that individuals should not permit governments to overrule
or atrophy their consciences, and that they have a duty to avoid allowing such acquiescence to
enable the government to make them the agents of injustice. Thoreau was motivated in part by his
disgust with slavery and the MexicanAmerican War (1846-1848).
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau, 2009-01-01
Thoreau wrote Civil Disobedience in 1849. It argues the superiority of the individual conscience over
acquiescence to government. Thoreau was inspired to write in response to slavery and the
Mexican-American war. He believed that people could not be made agents of injustice if they were
governed by their own consciences.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau, 2016-04-20 Civil
Disobedience written by Henry David Thoreau is an essay that was first published in 1849. While
Henry David Thoreau was considered a transcendentalist, his work writings encompasses social
sciences, political science, civil rights, and humanities. In Civil Disobedience, Henry David Thoreau
argues that individuals should not permit governments to overrule their consciences, and that they
have a duty to avoid allowing such acquiescence to enable the government to make them the agents
of injustice. Henry David Thoreau's motivation to pen the Civil Disobedience essay was in part due to
his disgust with slavery and the Mexican-American War. As noted, Civil Disobedience is studied in
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social sciences, political science, civil rights, and humanities, yet while only an essay, Civil
Disobedience is often textbook required reading.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Days of Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau, 1970
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Henry David Thoreau Derek Miller, 2017-12-15 In 1849,
Henry David Thoreau's essay Civil Disobedience was published. The ideas he set forth in the essay
and in his other writings were so groundbreaking that they influenced towering figures such as
Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi. Thoreau's ideas continue to influence peaceful activists
today. This book explores the life of Thoreau, his beliefs, his strategies for protest, and the legacy he
left behind.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Walden and Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau
Henry David Thoreau, 2020-01-28 I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front
only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came
to die, discover that I had not lived. -Henry Thoreau ; Walden Walden is a book by transcendentalist
Henry David Thoreau. The text is a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings. The work is
part personal declaration of independence, social experiment, voyage of spiritual discovery, satire,
and--to some degree--a manual for self-reliance. First published in 1854, Walden details Thoreau's
experiences over the course of two years, two months, and two days in a cabin he built near Walden
Pond amidst woodland owned by his friend and mentor Ralph Waldo Emerson. The book can be seen
as performance art, a demonstration of how easy it can be to acquire the four necessities of life.
Once acquired, he believed people should then focus their efforts on personal growth. By immersing
himself in nature, Thoreau hoped to gain a more objective understanding of society through personal
introspection. Simple living and self-sufficiency were Thoreau's other goals, and the whole project
was inspired by transcendentalist philosophy, a central theme of the American Romantic Period. Also
included in this edition is Thoreau's essay, Civil Disobedience. In it, Thoreau argues that individuals
should not permit governments to overrule or atrophy their consciences, and that they have a duty
to avoid allowing such acquiescence to enable the government to make them the agents of injustice.
True Classics that Belong on Every Bookshelf!
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Resistance to Civil Government Henry David Thoreau,
1849
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: On the Duty of Civil Disobedience/A Plea for Captain
John Brown Henry David Thoreau, 2019-10-12 This Henry David Thoreau volume is a compilation of
two great Thoreau works, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience and A Plea for Captain John Brown. The
former title argues that individuals should not permit governments to overrule their consciences,
while the latter was based on a speech pleading for the life of abolitionist John Brown. Resistance to
Civil Government (Civil Disobedience) is an essay by American transcendentalist Henry David
Thoreau that was first published in 1849. In it, Thoreau argues that individuals should not permit
governments to overrule or atrophy their consciences, and that they have a duty to avoid allowing
such acquiescence to enable the government to make them the agents of injustice. Thoreau was
motivated in part by his disgust with slavery and the Mexican-American War (1846-1848). A Plea for
Captain John Brown is an essay by Henry David Thoreau. It is based on a speech Thoreau first
delivered to an audience at Concord, Massachusetts on October 30, 1859, two weeks after John
Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry, and repeated several times before Brown's execution on December
2, 1859. It was later published as a part of Echoes of Harper's Ferry in 1860.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: On the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau,
2007-12 On the Duty of Civil Disobedience is one of Thoreau's most famous essays. This edition
includes a special section for the reader to take notes at the end of the book.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: On the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau,
2010-06-11 On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, written by legendary author and philosopher Henry
David Thoreau, is widely considered to be one of the top essays of all time. This great classic, which
argues that people should not permit governments to over-rule will surely attract a whole new
generation of readers. For many, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience is required reading for various



courses and curriculums. And for others who simply enjoy reading timeless pieces of classic
literature, this text by Henry David Thoreau is highly recommended. Originally published in 1849 as
Resistance to Civil Government, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience was written to advocate public
resistance to the laws and acts of government that Henry David Thoreau considered to be unjust.
The practical application of Civil Disobedience was largely ignored until the twentieth century when,
at different times, Modanda Ghandi, Martin Luther King, Jr. and anti-Vietnam War activists applied
Thoreau's principles.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Walden, and on the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry
David Thoreau, 2018-02-22 In 1845, Henry David Thoreau left Concord Massachusetts and moved to
a cabin that he built by himself near Walden Pond in Massachusetts. Walden, is an account of his
stay in the woods and his experience. Shedding the trivial ties that he felt bound much of humanity,
he pursued truth in the quiet of nature. Thoreau believes that such an experience enables one to
gain true enlightenment. Even as Thoreau disentangled himself from worldly matters, his musings
were often disturbed by his social conscience. On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, also included in
this book, expresses his antislavery and antiwar sentiments, as well as his protest against the
government's interference with civil liberty. His writings have inspired many to embrace his
philosophy of individualism, and has influenced non-violent resistance movements worldwide. As a
bonus, this book contains the essay by Thoreau, Walking. Originally given as part of a lecture in
1851, Walking was later published posthumously as an essay. Now being a chief text in the
environmental movement. Thoreau's essay describes the ever beckoning call that draws us to
explore and find ourselves lost in the beauty of the forests, rivers, and fields.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau, 2014-05-17
Resistance to Civil Government (Civil Disobedience) is an essay by American transcendentalist
Henry David Thoreau that was first published in 1849. In it, Thoreau argues that individuals should
not permit governments to overrule or atrophy their consciences, and that they have a duty to avoid
allowing such acquiescence to enable the government to make them the agents of injustice. Thoreau
was motivated in part by his disgust with slavery and the Mexican–American War.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Walden with Thoreau's Essay on the Duty of Civil
Disobedience Henry David Thoreau, 2007-09 Perhaps the best known non-fiction book ever written
by an American, Walden chronicles Thoreau's stay in a cabin by Walden Pond, on land owned by his
friend and compatriot, Ralph Waldo Emerson. Thoreau stayed here for two years and two months
and hoped to gain a more objective understanding of society by isolating himself from it.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Walden, and on the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry
David Thoreau, 2016-07-21 In 1845, Henry David Thoreau left Concord Massachusetts and moved to
a cabin that he built by himself near Walden Pond in Massachusetts. Walden, is an account of his
stay in the woods and his experience. Shedding the trivial ties that he felt bound much of humanity,
he pursued truth in the quiet of nature. Thoreau believes that such an experience enables one to
gain true enlightenment. Even as Thoreau disentangled himself from worldly matters, his musings
were often disturbed by his social conscience. On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, also included in
this book, expresses his antislavery and antiwar sentiments, as well as his protest against the
government's interference with civil liberty. His writings have inspired many to embrace his
philosophy of individualism, and has influenced non-violent resistance movements worldwide. As a
bonus, this book contains the essay by Thoreau, Walking. Originally given as part of a lecture in
1851, Walking was later published posthumously as an essay. Now being a chief text in the
environmental movement. Thoreau's essay describes the ever beckoning call that draws us to
explore and find ourselves lost in the beauty of the forests, rivers, and fields.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Civil Disobedience .by Henry David Thoreau, 2016-08-04
Resistance to Civil Government (Civil Disobedience) is an essay by American transcendentalist
Henry David Thoreau that was first published in 1849. In it, Thoreau argues that individuals should
not permit governments to overrule or atrophy their consciences, and that they have a duty to avoid
allowing such acquiescence to enable the government to make them the agents of injustice. Thoreau



was motivated in part by his disgust with slavery and the Mexican-American War (1846-1848).In
1848, Thoreau gave lectures at the Concord Lyceum entitled The Rights and Duties of the Individual
in relation to Government.This formed the basis for his essay, which was first published under the
title Resistance to Civil Government in 1849 in an anthology called Æsthetic Papers. The latter title
distinguished Thoreau's program from that of the non-resistants (anarcho-pacifists) who were
expressing similar views. Resistance also served as part of Thoreau's metaphor comparing the
government to a machine: when the machine was producing injustice, it was the duty of
conscientious citizens to be a counter friction (i.e., a resistance) to stop the machine.In 1866, four
years after Thoreau's death, the essay was reprinted in a collection of Thoreau's work (A Yankee in
Canada, with Anti-Slavery and Reform Papers) under the title Civil Disobedience. Today, the essay
also appears under the title On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, perhaps to contrast it with William
Paley's Of the Duty of Civil Obedience to which Thoreau was in part responding. For instance, the
1960 New American Library Signet Classics edition of Walden included a version with this title. On
Civil Disobedience is another common title.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Civil Disobedience and Other Essays (the Collected
Essays of Henry David Thoreau) Henry David Thoreau, 2005-01-01 Civil Disobedience and Other
Essays is a collection of some of Henry David Thoreau's most important essays. Contained in this
volume are the following essays: Civil Disobedience, Natural History of Massachusetts, A Walk to
Wachusett, The Landlord, A Winter Walk, The Succession of Forest Trees, Walking, Autumnal Tints,
Wild Apples, Night and Moonlight, Aulus Persius Flaccus, Herald of Freedom, Life Without Principle,
Paradise (to be) Regained, A Plea for John Brown, The Last Days of John Brown, After the Death of
John Brown, The Service, Slavery in Massachusetts, and Wendell Phillips Before Concord Lyceum.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: On the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry Thoreau,
2017-01-28 On the Duty of Civil Disobedience Henry David Thoreau Resistance to Civil Government
(Civil Disobedience) is an essay by American transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau that was first
published in 1849. In it, Thoreau argues that individuals should not permit governments to overrule
or atrophy their consciences, and that they have a duty to avoid allowing such acquiescence to
enable the government to make them the agents of injustice. Thoreau was motivated in part by his
disgust with slavery and the Mexican-American War (1846-1848). Thoreau asserts that because
governments are typically more harmful than helpful, they therefore cannot be justified. Democracy
is no cure for this, as majorities simply by virtue of being majorities do not also gain the virtues of
wisdom and justice. The judgment of an individual's conscience is not necessarily inferior to the
decisions of a political body or majority, and so [i]t is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law,
so much as for the right. The only obligation which I have a right to assume is to do at any time what
I think right.... Law never made men a whit more just; and, by means of their respect for it, even the
well-disposed are daily made the agents of injustice.] He adds, I cannot for an instant recognize as
my government [that] which is the slave's government also.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: Walden by Henry David Thoreau (Annotated): The
Duty of Civil Disobedience Hardcover Book Henry David Thoreau, 1849 The essay Resistance to
Civil Government, also referred to as On the Duty of Civil Disobedience or civil Disobedience for
brief, was authored by Henry David Thoreau, an American writer who specialized in
transcendentalism. It was initially published in 1849. In it, Thoreau says people shouldn't allow
governments to overrule and weaken their consciences, and that they've a responsibility to avoid
such acquiescence from making it possible for the authorities to utilize them as agents of injustice.
Thoreau's disdain for slavery and the Mexican-American War (1846-1848) have been elements in his
motivation. Here is the complete text of the novel with the followings annotations: *Biographical
Information: Original life and, education 1817-1837: Henry David Thoreau was created David Henry
Thoreau in Concord, Massachusetts, into probably the modest New England family of John Thoreau,
a pencil maker, and Cynthia Dunbar. The father of his was of French Protestant descent.The
paternal grandfather of his were definitely created on the UK crown dependency island of Jersey.
The maternal grandfather of his, Asa Dunbar, led Harvard's 1766 pupil Butter Rebellion, the original



recorded pupil protest in the American colonies.David Henry was named after his just lately
deceased paternal uncle, David Thoreau. He started calling himself Henry David when he finished
college; he never ever petitioned to create a legal name change.
  thoreau essay civil disobedience: On the Duty of Civil Disobedience - Thoreau Henry David
Thoreau, 2007 Thoreau wrote his famous essay, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, as a protest
against an unjust but popular war and the immoral but popular institution of slave-owning. He did
more than write?he declined to pay his taxes, and was hauled off to gaol in consequence. Who can
say how much this refusal of his hastened the end of the war and of slavery ? At the present day,
intellectual detachment from the State, and individual defiance of its behests when these are
opposed to conscience, are more difficult, and apparently more futile, than in Thoreau's time. The
unit seems of less im-portance in the mass. It is all the more impera-tive, therefore, that the facts
that the mass is composed of units and the conscience of the mass is the aggregate conscience of the
units, and that the individual is still the sole responsible guardian of his own conscience and the
co-guardian of the public conscience, should be fully recognized.
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abolitionist John Brown
Henry David Thoreau | Books, Quotes, Beliefs, Cause of Death,   Henry David Thoreau was an
American essayist, poet, and practical philosopher renowned for having lived the doctrines of
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