transcendentalism authors

transcendentalism authors played a pivotal role in shaping one of the most influential
philosophical and literary movements in 19th-century America. This article explores the key figures
behind transcendentalism, their major works, and the impact they had on literature, philosophy, and
social reform. Transcendentalism emerged as a reaction to the rigid doctrines of established religion
and the growing materialism of society, advocating for individual intuition, nature, and self-reliance as
sources of truth. Prominent transcendentalism authors like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau are celebrated for their profound contributions, which continue to resonate today. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the lives and ideas of these authors, as well as other influential
transcendentalist writers. Readers will gain an understanding of the core principles of
transcendentalism, its historical context, and its legacy in American culture. The following sections
provide an in-depth look at the most notable transcendentalism authors and their enduring influence.
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Key Figures of Transcendentalism

The transcendentalism authors are distinguished by their revolutionary ideas and literary
achievements that challenged conventional thought in the early 19th century. This section highlights
the most influential figures who shaped the transcendentalist movement and outlines their
biographical background and philosophical contributions.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Ralph Waldo Emerson is often regarded as the central figure among transcendentalism authors. A
philosopher, essayist, and poet, Emerson championed the ideas of individualism, self-reliance, and
the intrinsic connection between humans and nature. His seminal essay "Nature" (1836) laid the
groundwork for transcendentalist philosophy, emphasizing the spiritual and moral significance of the
natural world. Emerson’s lectures and writings inspired a generation of thinkers and writers to explore
inner spirituality outside the confines of organized religion.



Henry David Thoreau

Henry David Thoreau, a protégé and close associate of Emerson, contributed significantly to
transcendentalism through his literary works and social activism. Thoreau’s most famous book,
"Walden" (1854), chronicles his experiment in simple living in natural surroundings, embodying the
transcendentalist ideal of self-sufficiency and harmony with the environment. His essay "Civil
Disobedience" also influenced social and political thought, advocating for individual conscience over
unjust laws. Thoreau’s writings underscore the transcendentalist emphasis on introspection, nature,
and the moral duty of the individual.

Margaret Fuller

Margaret Fuller was a prominent transcendentalism author and early feminist who expanded the
movement’s scope to include social reform and gender equality. As an editor of "The Dial," the
transcendentalist journal, Fuller promoted intellectual freedom and advocated for women's rights. Her
book "Woman in the Nineteenth Century" (1845) is considered a foundational feminist text that aligns
with transcendentalist values of self-realization and social progress through individual empowerment.

Major Works and Contributions

The transcendentalism authors produced a variety of essays, books, and speeches that articulated
the movement'’s key ideas and inspired cultural transformation. This section reviews some of the most
significant works and their contributions to literature and philosophy.

Essays and Philosophical Texts

Central to the transcendentalist corpus are essays that explore themes such as nature, individuality,
intuition, and spirituality. Emerson’s "Self-Reliance" advocates for trusting one’s inner voice rather
than conforming to societal expectations, while his essay "The Over-Soul" discusses the universal
spirit connecting all living beings. Thoreau’s "Walking" celebrates the restorative power of nature,
encouraging readers to reconnect with the earth.

Literary Contributions

Beyond essays, transcendentalism authors contributed poetry, journals, and autobiographical works
that convey their philosophy through vivid imagery and personal experience. Emerson’s poetry often
reflects transcendentalist themes, and Thoreau’s detailed observations in "Walden" merge natural
description with philosophical insight. Fuller’s editorial work helped disseminate transcendentalist
ideas to a broader audience, fostering intellectual dialogue.

Social and Political Writings

Transcendentalism authors also addressed pressing social issues of their time, including abolitionism,
women'’s rights, and education reform. Thoreau’s "Civil Disobedience" remains a cornerstone for



nonviolent resistance movements, while Fuller’'s advocacy for women’s emancipation aligned
transcendentalist individualism with social activism. Their writings encouraged a vision of society
based on justice, equality, and respect for individual conscience.

The Core Principles of Transcendentalist Authors

The transcendentalism authors shared foundational beliefs that challenged established traditions and
emphasized the spiritual and intellectual potential of the individual. Understanding these core
principles is essential to grasping the movement’s enduring relevance.

Individualism and Self-Reliance

One of the most significant transcendentalist ideals is the emphasis on individualism and the
importance of self-reliance. Authors like Emerson argued that truth and moral insight arise from
within the individual rather than external authority. This principle encouraged people to trust their
intuition and personal experience as guides for living authentically.

Connection with Nature

Transcendentalism authors viewed nature as a living symbol of the divine and a source of spiritual
renewal. Their writings celebrate the natural world not only for its beauty but also for its role in
fostering self-awareness and moral clarity. This connection to nature underscored a holistic worldview
that sees humans as integral parts of the universe.

Spiritual Intuition and the Over-Soul

A key transcendentalist concept is the belief in an "Over-Soul" — a universal spirit that unites all
beings. The authors maintained that through spiritual intuition, individuals could transcend material
concerns and societal constraints to access higher truths. This belief in innate spirituality set
transcendentalism apart from traditional religious doctrines.

Influence on American Literature and Society

The work of transcendentalism authors profoundly influenced American literature, philosophy, and
social movements, laying the foundation for future generations of thinkers and activists. This section
explores the lasting impact of their ideas.

Literary Legacy

Transcendentalism authors helped define a distinctly American voice in literature, emphasizing
themes of nature, individuality, and social reform. Their pioneering ideas influenced later literary
movements such as realism and modernism, and inspired writers like Walt Whitman and Emily
Dickinson. The transcendentalist literary tradition remains a vital part of the American canon.



Social Reform and Activism

The transcendentalist emphasis on personal conscience and social responsibility fueled efforts in
abolitionism, women's rights, education reform, and environmentalism. Thoreau’s advocacy for civil
disobedience became a model for later social justice movements worldwide. The transcendentalists’
commitment to equality and justice helped shape progressive social change in the United States.

Philosophical and Spiritual Impact

Transcendentalism authors contributed to the development of American philosophical thought by
promoting ideas of idealism and individual spiritual experience. Their work challenged materialism
and rationalism, encouraging a more holistic and intuitive approach to knowledge. This philosophical
influence extends into contemporary discussions of spirituality and ethics.

Other Noteworthy Transcendentalism Authors

While Emerson, Thoreau, and Fuller are the most recognized transcendentalism authors, several other
writers and thinkers made important contributions to the movement. This section highlights additional
figures who enhanced the scope and diversity of transcendentalist thought.

e Bronson Alcott - An educator and philosopher, Alcott emphasized progressive education and
the spiritual development of children.

e Elizabeth Palmer Peabody - A key figure in education reform and publishing, Peabody helped
spread transcendentalist literature and ideas.

* Louisa May Alcott - Daughter of Bronson Alcott, she incorporated transcendentalist themes of
individual morality and social justice in her literary works.

e Orestes Brownson - A philosopher and writer who contributed to transcendentalist journals
and debates on religion and society.

¢ James Freeman Clarke - A minister and author who integrated transcendentalist spirituality
with Unitarianism and social activism.

These authors, along with others associated with the transcendentalist circle, enriched the
movement'’s intellectual diversity and helped disseminate its ideas across American society.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who are the most famous transcendentalism authors?

The most famous transcendentalism authors include Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau,
Margaret Fuller, and Bronson Alcott.

What themes do transcendentalism authors commonly
explore?

Transcendentalism authors commonly explore themes such as individualism, nature, self-reliance,
spirituality, and the inherent goodness of people and nature.

How did Ralph Waldo Emerson contribute to
transcendentalism?

Ralph Waldo Emerson is considered the central figure of transcendentalism; he promoted ideas of
self-reliance, nature's spiritual significance, and individual intuition through essays like 'Self-Reliance’
and 'Nature.’

What is Henry David Thoreau best known for in
transcendentalist literature?

Henry David Thoreau is best known for his book 'Walden," which reflects transcendentalist beliefs
about simple living in natural surroundings, and his essay 'Civil Disobedience," advocating for
individual conscience over unjust laws.

Did transcendentalism authors influence other literary
movements?

Yes, transcendentalism authors influenced later literary movements such as American Romanticism,
and their emphasis on nature and individualism impacted modern environmental and philosophical
thought.

Are there any notable female transcendentalism authors?

Yes, Margaret Fuller is a notable female transcendentalism author known for her work in philosophy,
journalism, and advocacy for women's rights, particularly through her book 'Woman in the Nineteenth
Century.'

How do transcendentalism authors differ from other American
writers of their time?

Transcendentalism authors differed by emphasizing intuition over empirical evidence, valuing nature
as a source of spiritual insight, and promoting individual conscience and self-reliance, contrasting with
more traditional, rationalist, or materialist perspectives of their time.



Additional Resources

1. Nature by Ralph Waldo Emerson

This seminal essay by Emerson is often considered the foundation of transcendentalist philosophy. It
explores the deep connection between humans and the natural world, emphasizing intuition and
individual spirituality over traditional intellectualism. "Nature" encourages readers to see the divine in
the everyday and to trust their own inner voice.

2. Walden by Henry David Thoreau

In this reflective work, Thoreau recounts his experiment in simple living at Walden Pond. The book
delves into themes of self-reliance, nature, and introspection, advocating for a life stripped of material
excess to achieve spiritual clarity. It remains a powerful call to live deliberately and connect with the
essence of existence.

3. Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson

This influential essay champions the idea of trusting oneself and rejecting conformity. Emerson
argues that true greatness comes from individual intuition and authenticity rather than societal
expectations. "Self-Reliance" is a cornerstone text encouraging personal independence and
nonconformity.

4. Essays: First Series by Ralph Waldo Emerson

A collection of key essays including "Self-Reliance," "Compensation," and "The Over-Soul," this
volume elaborates on central transcendentalist themes such as individualism, spirituality, and the
interconnectedness of all things. Emerson's poetic prose invites readers to rethink their relationship
with society and nature.

5. Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau

In this powerful essay, Thoreau argues for the individual's moral duty to resist unjust government
practices through nonviolent means. His reflections influenced future social and political movements,
emphasizing conscience over compliance. The work is a profound exploration of the intersection
between ethics and governance.

6. The Dial (edited by Margaret Fuller and others)

This transcendentalist journal served as a platform for essays, poetry, and philosophical discussions
by leading thinkers like Emerson, Fuller, and Alcott. It played a pivotal role in spreading
transcendentalist ideas and fostering intellectual community in the mid-19th century. The publication
reflects the movement's commitment to social reform and spiritual exploration.

7. Woman in the Nineteenth Century by Margaret Fuller

A groundbreaking feminist and transcendentalist work, this book advocates for women's rights and
intellectual equality. Fuller blends transcendentalist philosophy with social critique, urging women to
pursue education and self-expression. It remains a landmark text in both feminist and
transcendentalist literature.

8. Song of Myself by Walt Whitman

Though often associated with transcendentalism, Whitman's poetry celebrates the individual, nature,
and the collective human spirit. "Song of Myself" is a sprawling, exuberant exploration of identity,
democracy, and the sacredness of everyday life. Whitman's work complements transcendentalist
ideas with its embrace of freedom and self-discovery.

9. The Blithedale Romance by Nathaniel Hawthorne



While Hawthorne often critiqued transcendentalism, this novel is set against the backdrop of a
utopian community inspired by transcendentalist ideals. The story examines the complexities and
contradictions of idealism, community, and human nature. It provides a nuanced perspective on the
limitations and aspirations of transcendentalist thought.
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transcendentalism authors: The Oxford Handbook of Transcendentalism Joel Myerson, Sandra
Harbert Petrulionis, Laura Dassow Walls, 2010-04-16 The Oxford Handbook of Transcendentalism
offers an ecclectic, comprehensive interdisciplinary approach to the immense cultural impact of the
movement that encompassed literature, art, architecture, science, and politics.

transcendentalism authors: CliffsNotes on Thoreau, Emerson, and Transcendentalism
Leslie P Wilson, 2007-08-20 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major
themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles
in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar
format. CliffsNotes on Thoreau, Emerson, and Transcendentalism explores in depth, but also in
easy-to-understand terms, transcendentalism—the religious, political, and literary movement that
captured the minds of such literary figures as Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson in the
first half of the 19th century. This guide helps you to understand the various tenets of
transcendentalism, as well as how Thoreau and Emerson became the two most well-known figures
associated with the movement and how the transcendentalist philosophy is reflected in their work.
In addition to introducing you to the basics of understanding transcendentalism, this guide also
gives you the following: Examinations of the lives of Thoreau and Emerson Detailed summaries of
and commentaries on many of their transcendentalist writings, such as Emerson's Nature and
Thoreau's Walden Critical essays on Emerson and Thoreau's reputation and influence A review
section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center full of books, articles, and Internet sites Classic
literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from
CliffsNotes study guides.

transcendentalism authors: Writings of American Authors I Paul H. Krueger, 1964

transcendentalism authors: Toward a Female Genealogy of Transcendentalism Jana L.
Argersinger, Phyllis Cole, 2014 The first large-scale, collaborative study of women's voices and their
vital role in the American transcendentalist movement. Many of its seventeen distinguished scholars
work from newly recovered archives, and all offer fresh readings of understudied topics and texts,
shedding light on female contributions.

transcendentalism authors: Neglected American Women Writers of the Long
Nineteenth Century Verena Laschinger, Sirpa Salenius, 2019-04-02 Neglected American Women
Writers of the Long Nineteenth Century, edited by Verena Laschinger and Sirpa Salenius, is a
collection of essays that offer a fresh perspective and original analyses of texts by American women
writers of the long nineteenth century. The essays, which are written both by European and
American scholars, discuss fiction by marginalized authors including Yolanda DuBois (African
American fairy tales), Laura E. Richards (children’s literature), Metta Fuller Victor (dime novels/
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detective fiction), and other pioneering writers of science fiction, gothic tales, and life narratives.
The works covered by this collection represent the rough and ragged realities that women and girls
in the nineteenth century experienced; the writings focus on their education, family life, on girls as
victims of class prejudice as well as sexual and racial violence, but they also portray girls and women
as empowering agents, survivors, and leaders. They do so with a high-voltage creative charge. As
progressive pioneers, who forayed into unknown literary terrain and experimented with a variety of
genres, the neglected American women writers introduced in this collection themselves emerge as
role models whose innovative contribution to nineteenth-century literature the essays celebrate.

transcendentalism authors: Encyclopedia of Transcendentalism Tiffany K. Wayne, 2014-05-14
Presents a reference guide to transcendentalism, with articles on significant works, writers,
concepts and more.

transcendentalism authors: Women Writers and Journalists in the Nineteenth-Century
South Jonathan Daniel Wells, 2011-10-24 The first study to focus on white and black women
journalists and writers both before and after the Civil War, this book offers fresh insight into
Southern intellectual life, the fight for women's rights and gender ideology. Based on new research
into Southern magazines and newspapers, this book seeks to shift scholarly attention away from
novelists and toward the rich and diverse periodical culture of the South between 1820 and 1900.
Magazines were of central importance to the literary culture of the South because the region lacked
the publishing centers that could produce large numbers of books. As editors, contributors,
correspondents and reporters in the nineteenth century, Southern women entered traditionally male
bastions when they embarked on careers in journalism. In so doing, they opened the door to calls for
greater political and social equality at the turn of the twentieth century.

transcendentalism authors: Who's who Among North American Authors , 1921

transcendentalism authors: Literary Concord Uncovered Joseph L. Andrews, 2014-07-15 Why
did Concord, Massachusetts, the small inland farming village, twenty miles northwest of Boston,
become the center of America’s intellectual life in the mid 1800’s? And why did celebrated authors
Henry D. Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Louisa May Alcott, Nathaniel Hawthorne and Margaret
Fuller all live and write at that same time in Concord? Literary Concord Uncovered provides a
wonderful introductory overview of Concord’s classic authors and their creations. It reveals some of
the secrets that enabled these brilliant American authors to write their pioneering works, which
include Thoreau’s Walden, Emerson’s “Self Reliance,” Alcott’s Little Women and Hawthorne’s The
Scarlet Letter. This book will help readers gain a deeper understanding and experience greater
enjoyment from reading extraordinary and exciting books by many of Concord’s—and
America’s--greatest authors.

transcendentalism authors: Transcendentalism: A Note on the Philosophical School Pons
Malleus, 2025-08-12 In an era marked by dizzying technological advances, material excess, and
relentless distractions, the call to pause, reflect, and rediscover the inner self has never felt more
urgent. This book arises from that need—not merely to look inward, but to look beyond. It explores
Transcendentalism, a philosophical and spiritual movement born in 19th-century America, yet
brimming with relevance for contemporary life. Transcendentalism was never merely a set of
doctrines or a literary flourish. It was—and remains—a call to awaken the deeper capacities of the
human spirit. Rooted in the writings of figures such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau,
Margaret Fuller, and Bronson Alcott, the movement sought to challenge the prevailing norms of its
time: institutional religion, mechanistic science, rigid social hierarchies, and the blind march of
industrial progress. In their place, Transcendentalists proposed a radical trust in the individual, a
belief in the inherent goodness of people and nature, and a conviction that truth transcends what
can be seen, measured, or codified. This book is not a nostalgic exercise, nor is it a hagiography of a
few long-dead thinkers. Instead, it is a sustained engagement with the essential ideas of
Transcendentalism—themes of self-reliance, the moral imagination, civil disobedience, communion
with nature, and the search for the sublime—and their implications for the present.
Transcendentalism invites us to ask: What does it mean to live a meaningful life? What is our



responsibility to society, and to the Earth itself? How do we reconcile individuality with community,
intuition with reason, and idealism with action? In addressing these questions, the book takes a
multidimensional approach. It presents the historical origins of Transcendentalism within the
broader context of American Romanticism and European Idealism. It traces the development of its
key concepts and practices, drawing upon essays, lectures, and personal journals. It also engages
with the critiques and contradictions of the movement, acknowledging its limitations—particularly
its gender and racial blind spots—while also recognizing the voices, like Fuller’s and Frederick
Douglass’s, who expanded its reach and challenged its boundaries. Transcendentalism, in its
essence, is not a system to be mastered but a spirit to be encountered. This book is intended for
seekers—students, thinkers, readers, and wanderers—who feel that the world, however rich in
surface stimulation, still harbors depths that await discovery. Whether one comes to this philosophy
through the lens of literature, ethics, politics, or environmentalism, Transcendentalism offers not
answers, but a way of questioning. It urges us to listen for what Emerson called “the currents of the
Universal Being” and to act, not merely in conformity, but from the core of our most authentic
insights. As you turn these pages, may you find not only an understanding of a historical movement
but also an invitation—to slow down, to observe, to imagine, and to trust that what is highest in us is
not separate from what is deepest in the universe.

transcendentalism authors: Haunted Childhoods in George MacDonald John Patrick
Pazdziora, 2020-08-25 George MacDonald is generally remembered as a benevolent preacher who
wrote fairy-tale books for children. Closer reading, however, reveals one of the most startlingly
inventive, slyly subversive Scottish writers of the nineteenth century. His writings for children
emerged from his own long struggle with faith and doubt in the face of multiple bereavements,
chronic illness, and the persistent threat of early death. Haunted Childhoods in George MacDonald
reconsiders death and divine love in MacDonald’s writings for children. It examines his private
letters and public sermons, obscure early writings, and most beloved stories. Setting his work
alongside texts by James Hogg and Andrew Lang, it argues that MacDonald appropriated traditional
Scottish folk narratives to help child readers apprehend his mystically-inclined understanding of
mortality.

transcendentalism authors: The Contemporary Scholar in Higher Education Paul Gibbs,
Victoria de Rijke, Andrew Peterson, 2024-07-18 This book examines what a scholar looks and feels
like in contemporary times. It suggests that scholars are more than people employed as academics
and discusses how different world ideologies, cultures and systems view their scholars and how they
might be considered in the changing and challenging nature of higher education. The book includes
discussion from Islamic, Confucian, postcolonial and post-Soviet perspectives, alongside other
approaches such as the scholar-artist, thinker, teacher and activist. It will appeal to students and
scholars working in the philosophy of higher education, higher education practice and comparative
studies.

transcendentalism authors: A Brief Handbook of American Authors Oscar Fay Adams, 1884

transcendentalism authors: The Novels of Frances Hodgson Burnett Thomas Recchio,
2020-05-02 Frances Hodgson Burnett is remembered today as the author of the children’s classic
The Secret Garden, but in her lifetime she had a long and successful career as a novelist, dramatist
and writer of children’s stories. Of high literary quality, her novels covered a range of genres,
including industrial novels, American-themed social novels, historical novels, transatlantic novels
and post-World War I novels. The Novels of Frances Hodgson Burnett reads her novels in the
context of the changing literary field in England and the United States in the years between the
death of George Eliot in 1880 through to the Great War. Read as a body of literary fiction in relation
to Elizabeth Gaskell, Henry James and T. S. Eliot among others, and read in the context of literary
realism, historical fiction, the sensation novel and so on, Burnett’s novels constitute an important
thread that chronicles the changing contexts and forms of English and American fiction from the end
of the Victorian period to the Jazz Age of the 1920s.

transcendentalism authors: Catalogue...authors, Titles, Subjects, and Classes Brooklyn




Public Library, 1880

transcendentalism authors: Writers of the American Renaissance Denise Knight,
2003-12-30 The American literary canon has undergone revision and expansion in recent years, and
our notions of the 19th-century renaissance have been reevaluated. Mainstream anthologies have
been revised to reflect the expanding literary canon, yet resources for readers have remained widely
scattered. This book expands earlier definitions of the 19th-century American Renaissance as
represented by canonical writers such as Emerson and Poe, covering writers who published popular
fiction and dominated the literary marketplace of the day. Included is generous coverage of women
writers and writers of color. The volume provides alphabetically arranged entries for more than 70
writers of the period, including Louisa May Alcott, Emily Dickinson, Frederick Douglass, Margaret
Fuller, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry David Thoreau, Walt
Whitman, and many more. Each entry was written by an expert contributor and includes a brief
biography, a discussion of major works and themes, a survey of the writer's critical reception, and
primary and secondary bibliographies.

transcendentalism authors: The Business of Literary Circles in Nineteenth-Century
America D. Dowling, 2011-01-31 This comprehensive study ranges from Irving's Knickerbockers,
Emerson's Transcendentalists, and Garrison's abolitionists to the popular serial fiction writers for
Robert Bonner's New York Ledger to unearth surprising convergences between such seemingly
disparate circles.

transcendentalism authors: An Ecology of Communication William Homestead, 2021-04-20 An
Ecology of Communication addresses an ecological and communicative dilemma: the universe, earth,
and socio-cultural life world are resoundingly dialogic, yet we have created modern and postmodern
cultures largely governed by monologue. This book is indispensable reading for scholars and
students of communication, ecology, and social sciences, as it moves readers beyond the
anthropocentric bias of communication study toward a listening-based model of communication, an
essential move for discerning fitting responses and the call to responsibility in an age of ecocrisis.

transcendentalism authors: Poets for Young Adults Mary Loving Blanchard, Cara Falcetti,
2006-12-30 Spanning the time of colonial America through the present day, Poets for Young Adults
examines the lives and works of seventy-five poets that are read and loved by teens. Readers will
discover an eclectic mix of poets and their styles, from the modern songwriters such as Bob Dylan
and Tupac Shakur, to the nineteen sixties icons Jack Kerouac and Sylvia Plath, to such traditional
poets as Edgar Allan Poe and William Blake. Poets from all multicultural backgrounds are included,
many of whom wrote about the immigration and/or protest experiences, from Colonial through
contemporary times. Over half of the poets are women, and more than one third are women of color.
Poets include: -Maya Angelou -Gloria Evangelina Anzaldua -Anne Bradstreet -Lewis Carroll -E.E.
Cummings -Emily Dickinson -Bob Dylan -Ralph Waldo Emerson -Paul Fleischman -Robert Frost
-Nikki Giovanni -Langston Hughes -Paul Janesczko -Myra Cohn Livingston -Ogden Nash -Naomi
Shihab Nye -Joyce Carol Oates -Lydia Omolola Okutoro -Gary Soto -Phillis Wheatley -Ray Anthony
Young Bear
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literary, philosophical, religious, and political movement of the early nineteenth century, centered
around Ralph Waldo Emerson

Transcendentalism - Definition, Meaning & Beliefs | HISTORY Transcendentalism is a 19th-
century school of American theological and philosophical thought that combined respect for nature
and self-sufficiency with elements of

What Is Transcendentalism? Understanding the Movement Transcendentalism is a philosophy
that began in the mid-19th century and whose founding members included Ralph Waldo Emerson
and Henry David Thoreau. It centers around the

What Is Transcendentalism and How Did It Change America? Transcendentalism, a mid-19th
century New England philosophy, emphasized spiritual self-reliance and individualism, influencing
movements for racial justice, women's

Transcendentalism, An American Philosophy [] Transcendentalism is a school of philosophical
thought that developed in 19th century America. Important trancendentalist thinkers include Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, and Henry

Transcendentalism - Beliefs, Principles, Quotes & Leading Figures Transcendentalism is a
philosophical movement that developed in the late 1820s and 1830s in the eastern United States. It
is grounded in the belief that individuals can

Transcendentalism - Study Guide Quite simply, transcendentalism is a social movement and
idealistic philosophy in which knowledge about ourselves and the world around us "transcends"
what we can see, hear,

Transcendentalism | The Poetry Foundation Ralph Waldo Emerson laid out its principles in his
1836 manifesto Nature, in which he asserted that the natural and material world exists to reveal
universal meaning to the individual soul via
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