
through the tunnel quotes

through the tunnel quotes provide powerful insights into the themes and symbolism
found in Doris Lessing’s renowned short story, "Through the Tunnel." This article explores
some of the most impactful and meaningful quotes from the narrative, shedding light on
the protagonist’s journey of self-discovery, courage, and transition from childhood to
maturity. By analyzing these quotations, readers gain a deeper understanding of the
story’s core messages and the literary techniques employed by Lessing. The exploration
includes interpretations of key moments, character development, and the symbolic use of
the tunnel itself. Additionally, this article addresses the relevance of these quotes in the
context of personal growth and overcoming challenges. The comprehensive analysis
serves as a valuable resource for students, educators, and literary enthusiasts alike.
Following this introduction, the article presents a detailed table of contents outlining the
main sections for easy navigation.
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Significant Through the Tunnel Quotes and Their
Meanings

This section highlights important through the tunnel quotes that capture the essence of
Doris Lessing’s story. Each quotation is analyzed to reveal its significance within the
narrative and its contribution to the overall themes.

Key Quotes Illustrating the Protagonist’s Determination

One of the most memorable quotes from the story is when Jerry, the young boy, resolves to
swim through the underwater tunnel despite the danger. This moment encapsulates his
determination and desire for independence. The quote, “He must swim through that
tunnel,” reflects his internal struggle and commitment to proving himself.



Quotes Depicting the Struggle and Triumph

Another significant quote describes the physical and emotional challenge Jerry faces: “His
breath was going. He fought to the surface, gasping, his eyes streaming tears from the salt
water.” This vivid imagery emphasizes the intensity of his effort and eventual triumph,
symbolizing a rite of passage.

Quotes Reflecting the Theme of Transition

Lessing writes, “He felt a sudden joy in his achievement,” highlighting Jerry’s transition
from childhood innocence to a more mature self-awareness. This quote underscores the
story’s central theme of personal growth and the rewards of perseverance.

Symbolism and Themes Reflected in Through the
Tunnel Quotes

The story “Through the Tunnel” is rich with symbolism, much of which is illuminated by
key quotes. This section explores how these quotes reveal underlying themes such as
courage, independence, and the journey toward maturity.

The Tunnel as a Symbol of Passage

The tunnel itself represents a challenging passage from one stage of life to another.
Quotes describing Jerry’s interactions with the tunnel often symbolize his internal
transformation. For example, the line “The tunnel was a dark passage he had to conquer”
conveys the metaphorical significance of the tunnel as a barrier to be overcome.

Quotes Highlighting the Theme of Courage

Courage is a dominant theme in the narrative, and several quotes emphasize Jerry’s
bravery. Phrases like “He was afraid but he did not want to turn back” illustrate the
tension between fear and determination, capturing the universal experience of facing
daunting challenges.

Independence and Self-Reliance in Through the Tunnel
Quotes



Jerry’s journey is also one of self-reliance. The quote “He did it alone, without any help”
stresses his independence, which is a crucial aspect of his coming of age. This theme
resonates through various passages, reinforcing the story’s focus on individual growth.

Character Development Through Selected Quotes

Understanding the protagonist’s development is essential to appreciating the narrative
depth of “Through the Tunnel.” This section examines how selected quotes reveal Jerry’s
evolving mindset and maturity.

Early Quotes Showing Jerry’s Innocence

At the beginning of the story, quotes such as “He was a small boy with a wild look” hint at
Jerry’s youthful innocence and curiosity. These initial descriptions set the stage for his
impending transformation.

Quotes Marking Jerry’s Determination and Focus

Midway through the story, quotes like “He trained himself to hold his breath longer”
demonstrate his growing determination and focus, signaling a shift from passivity to active
pursuit of his goal.

Final Quotes Signifying Growth and Self-Awareness

At the conclusion, quotes such as “He did not feel like a child any longer” encapsulate
Jerry’s newfound maturity and self-awareness, highlighting the success of his personal
quest.

Using Through the Tunnel Quotes in Literary
Analysis

Through the tunnel quotes serve as essential tools for literary analysis and critical
interpretation. This section provides guidance on effectively incorporating these
quotations into essays and discussions.



Identifying Themes Through Quotes

Quotations from the story can be used to identify and support themes such as courage,
independence, and transformation. Analyzing these quotes allows readers to uncover
deeper meanings and authorial intent.

Analyzing Literary Devices in Quotes

Many through the tunnel quotes showcase Doris Lessing’s use of literary devices like
imagery, symbolism, and metaphor. For example, the vivid descriptions of underwater
scenes employ imagery that enhances the story’s emotional impact.

Structuring Arguments with Quotes

Incorporating quotes strategically helps in constructing clear and persuasive literary
arguments. Presenting a quote followed by detailed analysis strengthens the credibility
and depth of any critical essay.

Memorable Quotes and Their Impact on Readers

The lasting impact of “Through the Tunnel” is partly due to its memorable and evocative
quotes. This section discusses how these quotations resonate with readers and contribute
to the story’s enduring popularity.

Quotes That Evoke Emotional Responses

Certain quotes elicit strong emotional reactions, such as empathy for Jerry’s struggle or
admiration for his courage. These moments engage readers on a personal level, making
the story relatable and impactful.

Quotes That Inspire Reflection and Growth

Many readers find inspiration in quotes that speak to overcoming obstacles and achieving
self-growth. Phrases like “He had passed through the tunnel and come out transformed”
encourage introspection and motivation.



List of Notable Through the Tunnel Quotes

“He must swim through that tunnel.”

“His breath was going. He fought to the surface, gasping.”

“He felt a sudden joy in his achievement.”

“The tunnel was a dark passage he had to conquer.”

“He was afraid but he did not want to turn back.”

“He did it alone, without any help.”

“He did not feel like a child any longer.”

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the quote 'Through the
tunnel' in the story?
The quote symbolizes the protagonist's journey from childhood to maturity, representing a
challenging rite of passage that tests his courage and determination.

How does the quote 'He had passed through the tunnel'
reflect the theme of personal growth?
This quote signifies the character's successful overcoming of obstacles, highlighting his
transition from fear and uncertainty to confidence and independence.

What does the quote 'The tunnel was a secret passage to
a new world' imply?
It implies that the tunnel serves as a metaphor for exploration and discovery, opening up
new experiences and perspectives for the protagonist.

How is the quote 'He emerged from the tunnel, changed
forever' important to the story's message?
This quote emphasizes the transformative impact of the journey, suggesting that facing
challenges leads to profound personal change and self-awareness.



Why is the quote 'The tunnel was dark and frightening,
but he pushed on' relevant to the narrative?
It highlights the theme of bravery and perseverance, showing the protagonist's willingness
to confront fear in order to achieve his goal.

In what way does the quote 'Passing through the tunnel
was his secret triumph' relate to the character's inner
conflict?
The quote reflects the protagonist's internal struggle for independence and self-validation,
marking the tunnel as a symbol of his private victory over limitations.

Additional Resources
1. Through the Tunnel: A Journey of Courage and Growth
This book explores the themes of bravery and self-discovery found in "Through the
Tunnel." It delves into the psychological and emotional challenges faced by young
protagonists as they push their limits. Through real-life examples and literary analysis,
readers gain insight into the universal experience of overcoming fear to achieve personal
growth.

2. Quotes and Reflections from Through the Tunnel
A curated collection of powerful quotes from "Through the Tunnel," this book offers
thoughtful reflections and interpretations. Each quote is accompanied by commentary that
highlights its significance in the story and its relevance to everyday life. It's perfect for
students and readers looking to deepen their understanding of the text.

3. The Symbolism of Water: Insights from Through the Tunnel
Focusing on the symbolic use of water in "Through the Tunnel," this book examines how
the ocean represents challenges, transformation, and freedom. It discusses how water
imagery is used to convey the protagonist’s internal journey and the broader themes of
maturation. Readers will appreciate the detailed analysis of metaphor and symbolism.

4. Coming of Age in Literature: Stories Like Through the Tunnel
This book compiles and analyzes coming-of-age stories with similar themes to "Through
the Tunnel." It highlights the struggles young characters face as they transition into
adulthood, emphasizing courage, independence, and self-acceptance. Literary critiques
and comparative studies help readers see the shared messages across different works.

5. Overcoming Fear: Lessons from Through the Tunnel
A motivational book inspired by the challenges faced in "Through the Tunnel," focusing on
overcoming fear and building resilience. It provides practical advice, real-world examples,
and inspirational quotes to encourage readers to face their own fears. The book also
explores psychological theories related to courage and personal development.

6. Exploring Identity Through Literature: The Case of Through the Tunnel
This book investigates how literature, including "Through the Tunnel," addresses the



formation of personal identity. It discusses the protagonist’s journey as a metaphor for
self-discovery and the quest for independence. Through critical essays, the book connects
literary analysis with psychological concepts of identity.

7. The Power of Silence: Moments of Reflection in Through the Tunnel
Highlighting the importance of introspection, this book examines the silent, reflective
moments in "Through the Tunnel" that shape the protagonist’s growth. It analyzes how
quiet determination and inner dialogue contribute to character development. Readers
learn how silence can be a powerful narrative tool in storytelling.

8. Short Stories and Their Quotes: A Companion to Through the Tunnel
A companion book that features memorable quotes from various short stories, including
"Through the Tunnel." It offers context and analysis for each quote, helping readers
appreciate the language and themes of short fiction. This resource is ideal for students
and educators alike.

9. Adolescence and Challenge: Thematic Studies Inspired by Through the Tunnel
This thematic study explores the challenges of adolescence as portrayed in "Through the
Tunnel" and similar literature. It covers topics such as peer pressure, independence, and
the desire for achievement. Through essays and discussions, the book provides a deeper
understanding of adolescent experiences in fiction.
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  through the tunnel quotes: Through the Tunnel Bonnie Lyon, 2018-02-28 This guide will
help #MeToo and #TimesUp survivors move from the terrible darkness of the past to a bright new
future. - Gail M. Woodward, author of Write the Book You're Meant to Write You don’t need to keep
suffering from deep-seated pain. Instead, you can start feeling protected, safe and deeply heard
today. Dr. Bonnie Lyon will show you how. In Through the Tunnel: Unlock the Pain of Your Past and
Find the Courage to Grow Up, Not Just Old, Dr. Bonnie will guide you toward overcoming old
traumas and finally healing your emotional pain. You will learn: •The wisdom, solutions, and tools
you need to start embracing life and finding the light through the dark. •How to increase the volume
of your own voice as you drown out negative influences. •Essential truths that will lead to emotional
healing. •How to join a new sisterhood filled with strong, resilient women who have overcome their
own pain. “Change and emotional healing only become possible when we acknowledge our pain and
own it, have the courage and determination to get to the root of it, and stop going through the
tunnel alone,” says Dr. Bonnie. There’s no reason to keep suffering from old emotions if you don’t
want to. Hope and healing are achieveable regardless of your life circumstances. Through the
Tunnel allows everyone to benefit from Dr. Bonnie’s methods and paths to emotional healing. 10% of
the profits of this book will go to #TimesUp to spread the justice and healing.
  through the tunnel quotes: The Early History of Railway Tunnels Hubert Pragnell, 2024-08-30
To the early railway traveller, the prospect of travelling to places in hours rather than days hitherto
was an inviting prospect, however a journey was not without its fears as well as excitement. To
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some, the prospect of travelling through a tunnel without carriage lighting, with smoke permeating
the compartment and the confined noise was a horror of the new age. What might happen if we
broke down or crashed into another train in the darkness? To others it was exciting, with the light
from the footplate flickering against the tunnel walls or spotting the occasional glimpses of light
from a ventilation shaft. To the directors of early railway companies, planning a route was governed
by expense and the most direct way. Avoiding hills could add miles but tunnelling through them
could involve vast expense as the Great Western Railway found at Box and the London and
Birmingham at Kilsby. Creating a cutting as an alternative was also costly not only in labour and
time, but also in compensation for landowners, who opposed railways on visual and social grounds
having seen their land divided by canals. Construction involved millions of bricks or blocks of stone
for sufficiently thick walls to withstand collapse. However, the entrance barely seen from the
carriage window might be an impressive Italianate arch as at Primrose Hill, or a castellated portal
worthy of the Middle Ages as at Bramhope. This book sets out to tell the story of tunnelling in Britain
up to about 1870, when it was a question of burrowing through earth and rock with spade and
explosive powder, with the constant danger of collapse or flooding leading to injury and death. It
uses contemporary accounts, from the dangers of railway travel by Dickens to the excitement of
being drawn through the Liverpool Wapping Tunnel by the young composer Mendelssoln. It includes
descriptions from early railway company guide books, newspapers and diaries. It also includes
numerous photographs and colored architectural elevations from railway archives.
  through the tunnel quotes: Speaking with Spirit Agapi Stassinopoulos, 2022-01-18 A
collection of 52 prayers and stories to inspire, unlock inner strength, and navigate daily life with
spirit, from the author of Wake Up to the Joy of You. “Prayer is a bridge to your truest self that you
can access at any time.”—ARIANNA HUFFINGTON “This lovely book vibrates with
wisdom.”—JESSICA ALBA “Read this book to discover the power of prayer.”—GABRIELLE
BERNSTEIN Prayer is your ongoing conversation with something larger than yourself. And similar to
a mindfulness practice, a daily prayer practice has the power to change your life. Regardless of
whether or not you practice organized religion, this gift is available to you as a way to unlock
greater awareness and inner strength. With her signature joy and heartfelt wisdom, Agapi
Stassinopoulos presents a non-denominational guide to harnessing this power of prayer in your life
and using it to find connection, peace, and gratitude. With a structure and style similar to her
bestselling meditation book Wake Up to the Joy of You, Agapi encourages us to pray for everything,
not just for special occasions. You can get your God fix anytime and anywhere: at the gym or on the
train, when you're on a deadline or when you're enjoying your first cup of coffee. Accompanied by
her personal stories, she shares fifty-two prayers for a year of personal transformation, from
navigating relationships with family and friends and expanding past your fears to uncovering your
true self and releasing your inner creativity. With prayers written with her unique poetry, verve, and
spiritual insight, Agapi guides us in transforming the fear, worry, and anxiety of everyday life into
conscious moments of peace and calm. Ultimately, she is teaching us the language of our own soul
and the larger energy out there, whatever you want to call it, which is always available to us if we
know how to listen and to speak with spirit.
  through the tunnel quotes: Ventilation of Tunnels and Subways , 1908
  through the tunnel quotes: Bloopers, Blunders, Jokes, Quips and Quotes , 2005 More than 600
embarrassing church bloopers and pastor blunders, more than 600 hilarious jokes and jests, and
more than 600 quips and quotes—all packed into one bundle of good, clean, really funny humor. A
guaranteed pick-me-up, a great gift for family fun. Jim Kraus has compiled a wonderfully funny
collection sure to bring smiles and laughter to all ages!
  through the tunnel quotes: Transactions of the American Society of Civil Engineers
American Society of Civil Engineers, 1905 v. 29-30 include papers of the International Engineering
Congress, Chicago, 1893; v. 54 includes papers of the International Engineering Congress, St. Louis,
1904.
  through the tunnel quotes: The Railway and Engineering Review , 1906



  through the tunnel quotes: Railway and Engineering Review , 1906
  through the tunnel quotes: Modern Transport , 1966-07
  through the tunnel quotes: The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations Elizabeth M. Knowles,
1999 This major new edition of The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations offers the broadest and most
up-to-date coverage of quotations available today. Now with 20,000 quotations arranged by author,
this is Oxford's largest quotations dictionary ever. As well as quotations from traditional sources,and
with improved coverage of world religions and classical Greek and Latin literature, this foremost
dictionary of quotations now covers areas such as proverbs and nursery rhymes. For the first time
there are special sections for Advertising Slogans, Epitaphs, Film Lines, and Misquotations,
whichbring together topical and related quotes, and allow you to browse through the best quotations
on a given subject. In this new fifth edition there is enhanced accessibility with a new thematic index
to help you find the best quotes on a chosen subject, more in-depth details of the earliest traceable
source, an extensive keyword index, and biographical cross-references, so you will easily be able to
findquotations for all occasions, and identify who said what, where, and when.
  through the tunnel quotes: Paul Thomas Anderson: Masterworks Adam Nayman, 2020-10-20
“A master class of the masterworks of Paul Thomas Anderson” (Variety Magazine), Adam Nayman’s
full-color coffee-table gift book explores the creative journey of the multiple Academy
Award–nominated writer and director. Foreword by the Safdie Brothers “Full of lavish photographs
from his best-loved films.” ―A. Frame Paul Thomas Anderson: Masterworks is a fact-filled
treasure-trove for movie fans; it explores Anderson’s career, including the critically acclaimed,
award-winning movies: Hard Eight (1996) Boogie Nights (1997) Magnolia (1999) Punch Drunk Love
(2002) There Will Be Blood (2007) The Master (2012) Inherent Vice (2014) Phantom Thread (2017)
Anderson has been described as “one of American film’s modern masters” and “the foremost
filmmaking talent of his generation.” His films have received more than 25 Academy Award
nominations, and he has worked closely with many of the most accomplished actors of our time,
including Lesley Ann Manville, Julianne Moore, Daniel Day-Lewis, Joaquin Phoenix, and Philip
Seymour Hoffman. Film critics and fans are constantly looking forward to what he might create next
and discuss the meaning and technical aspects of his movies and their most famous scenes. Mark
Wahlberg in Boogie Nights, Daniel Day-Lewis in There Will be Blood, and Joaquin Phoenix in The
Master are not just memorable movie performances, they are the stuff of Hollywood legend. It also
covers his music videos for Radiohead and his early short films. All are examined and illustrated in
detail. Anderson’s influences; his style; and the recurring themes of alienation, reinvention,
ambition, and destiny that course through his movies are analyzed and supplemented by firsthand
interviews with his closest collaborators—and illuminated by film stills, archival photos, original
illustrations, and an appropriately psychedelic design aesthetic. Paul Thomas Anderson:
Masterworks is a tribute to the dreamers, drifters, and evil dentists who populate his world.
  through the tunnel quotes: Chronicles Through the Centuries Blaire A. French, 2020-06-22
Offers a history of the interpretation of Chronicles in theology, worship, music, literature and art
from the ancient period to the present day, demonstrating its foundational importance within the
Old Testament Explores important differences between the same topics and stories that occur in
Chronicles and other biblical books such as Genesis and Kings, including the pious depiction of
David, the clear correlation between moral behavior and divine reward, and the elevation of music in
worship Examines the reception of Chronicles among its interpreters, including rabbis of the
Talmud, Jerome, Martin Luther, Johann Sebastian Bach, Cotton Mather, and others, Features broad
yet comprehensive coverage that considers Jewish and Christian, ancient and modern, and secular
and pop cultural interpretations Organizes discussions by verse to illuminate each one’s changing
meaning across the ages
  through the tunnel quotes: Engineering & Contracting , 1917
  through the tunnel quotes: Engineering and Contracting , 1917
  through the tunnel quotes: New York Underground Julia Solis, 2020-10-28 Did alligators
ever really live in New York's sewers? What's it like to explore the old aqueducts beneath the city?



How many levels are beneath Grand Central Station? And how exactly did the pneumatic tube
system that New York's post offices used to employ work? In this richly illustrated historical tour of
New York's vast underground systems, Julia Solis answers all these questions and much, much more.
New York Underground takes readers through ingenious criminal escape routes, abandoned subway
stations, and dark crypts beneath lower Manhattan to expose the city's basic anatomy. While the city
is justly famous for what lies above ground, its underground passages are equally legendary and tell
us just as much about how the city works.
  through the tunnel quotes: Border Tunnels Juan Llamas-Rodriguez, 2023-10-17 A
comparative media analysis of the representation of the U.S.–Mexico border Border tunnels at the
U.S.–Mexico border are ubiquitous in news, movies, and television, yet, because they remain hidden
and inaccessible, the public can encounter them only through media. Analyzing the technologies,
institutional politics, narrative tropes, and aesthetic decisions that go into showing border tunnels
across multiple forms of media, Juan Llamas-Rodriguez argues that we cannot properly address
border issues without attending to—and fully understanding—the fraught relationship between their
representation and reality. Llamas-Rodriguez reveals that every media text about border tunnels,
whether meant for entertainment, cable news, video games, or speculative design, implicitly takes a
position on the politics of the border. The examples laid out in Border Tunnels will teach readers
how to look differently at the border as it is commonly presented in various forms of media, from
ABC’s Nightline and CNN’s Anderson Cooper 360º to reality TV, propaganda videos, and even digital
effects in Hollywood action films. Llamas-Rodriguez examines how creative decisions in the
production, promotion, and distribution of these media texts either emphasize or downplay issues
such as border security, racial dynamics of migration, and sustainability of the borderlands.
Focusing on tunnels to show how media representations can influence all kinds of audiences—even
those physically near the border—Border Tunnels helps us make sense of this pressing social issue,
ultimately advancing understanding of the U.S.–Mexico border in all of its complexity and
precariousness.
  through the tunnel quotes: Quote , 1960
  through the tunnel quotes: Walking the Bones of Britain Christopher Somerville, 2023-08-24
‘Somerville’s infectious enthusiasm and wry humour infuse his journey from the Isle of Lewis to
southern England, revealing our rich geological history with vibrant local and natural history’
Observer ‘A meticulous exploration of the ground beneath our feet. Glorious’ Katharine Norbury ‘A
remarkable achievement’ Tom Chesshyre ‘His writing is utterly enticing’ Country Walking
............................................................................................................................................... The
influence Britain’s geology has had on our daily lives is profound. While we may be unaware of it,
every aspect of our history has been affected by events that happened ten thousand, a million, or a
thousand million years ago. In Walking the Bones of Britain, Christopher Somerville takes a journey
of a thousand miles, beginning in the far north, at the three-billion-year-old rocks of the Isle of
Lewis, formed when the world was still molten, and travelling south-eastwards to the furthest corner
of Essex, where new land is being formed. Crossing bogs, scaling peaks and skirting quarry pits, he
unearths the stories bound up in the layers of rock beneath our feet, and examines how they have
influenced everything from how we farm to how we build our houses, from the Industrial Revolution
to the current climate crisis. Told with characteristic humour and insight, this gripping exploration
of the British landscape and its remarkable history cannot fail to change the way you see the world
beyond your door. ‘Somerville is a walker’s writer’ Nicholas Crane
  through the tunnel quotes: The Return Daniel Treisman, 2012-01-10 Assesses modern-day
Russia to consider such topics as whether the collapse of the Soviet Union was preventable, Yeltsin's
impact on political order, and Putin's public popularity.
  through the tunnel quotes: The Story of Crossrail Christian Wolmar, 2018-11-01 The story of
an engineering marvel of the twenty-first century, from Britain's bestselling railway writer.
Crossrail, first conceived just after the Second World War in the era of Attlee and Churchill, has cost
more than £15bn and is expected to serve 200 million passengers annually. From Reading and



Heathrow in the west, the Elizabeth line will extend to Shenfield and Abbey Wood in the east,
including 42 kilometres of new tunnels dug under central London. The author sets out the complex
and highly political reasons for Crossrail's lengthy gestation, tracing the troubled progress of the
concept from the rejection of the first Crossrail bill in the 1990s through the tortuous parliamentary
processes that led to the passing of the Crossrail Act of 2008. He also recounts in detail the
construction of this astonishing new railway, describing how immense tunnel-boring machines cut
through a subterranean world of rock and mud with unparalleled accuracy that ensured none of the
buildings overhead were affected. A shrewdly incisive observer of postwar transport policy, Wolmar
pays due credit to the remarkable achievement of Crossrail, while analysing in clear-eyed fashion
the many setbacks it encountered en route to completion. With a new afterword to mark the opening
of Crossrail in 2022.
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THROUGH definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If you go through a particular
experience or event, you experience it, and if you behave in a particular way through it, you behave
in that way while it is happening
through - Dictionary of English from the beginning to the end: to read a letter through. to the



end: to carry a matter through
Through - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | The preposition through means in and out of.
Through has lots of meanings. If you finished your homework you might shout — gleefully — "I'm
through!" Those people who wouldn't be quiet
through - Wiktionary, the free dictionary   (in phrases such as 'go through', 'get through' etc.)
Indicating that something has been consumed or used up
313 Synonyms & Antonyms for THROUGH | Find 313 different ways to say THROUGH, along
with antonyms, related words, and example sentences at Thesaurus.com
“Thru” vs. “Through”—Which Is Right? - Grammarly Blog   Through is the only formally
accepted spelling of the word. Thru is an alternate spelling that should be used only in informal
writing or when referring to drive-throughs/drive
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