through the tunnel short story

through the tunnel short story is a classic piece of literature that explores themes of adolescence, courage,
and personal growth. Written by Doris Lessing, this story captures a young boy's transformative
experience as he navigates the challenges of crossing an underwater tunnel. The narrative delves into the
emotional and physical trials faced by the protagonist, highlighting his determination and desire for
independence. This article provides an in-depth analysis of the story, covering its plot, characters, themes,
and literary significance. Additionally, it examines the symbolism and underlying messages conveyed
through the protagonist’s journey. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of this timeless short
story and its relevance in the context of coming-of-age literature. The following sections provide a

structured overview of the key elements of the story for detailed insight.

Plot Summary of Through the Tunnel Short Story

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism

Literary Techniques and Style

Significance and Interpretation

Plot Summary of Through the Tunnel Short Story

The plot of through the tunnel short story centers on Jerry, a young English boy on vacation with his
mother at a foreign beach. The story unfolds as Jerry encounters a group of local boys who dive through an
underwater tunnel, inspiring him to attempt the feat himself. Determined to prove his maturity and
bravery, Jerry undergoes physical preparation and mental resolve to swim through the tunnel without
assistance. The narrative focuses on Jerry’s internal struggle and perseverance, culminating in his
successful passage through the tunnel. This accomplishment marks a pivotal moment in his transition from
childhood to adolescence. The story concludes with Jerry experiencing a sense of achievement and self-

discovery, symbolizing his newfound independence.

Setting and Context

The story is set on a secluded bay near a foreign coast, contrasting the safe, familiar beach where Jerry and

his mother stay with the wild, rocky cove where the local boys swim. This setting emphasizes the theme



of venturing into the unknown and the challenges associated with personal growth. The physical
environment plays a crucial role in the story, reflecting Jerry’s internal journey and the obstacles he must

overcome.

Sequence of Events

The narrative progression follows a clear chronological order:

1. Jerry’s arrival at the beach with his mother.

2. Observation of local boys diving through the underwater tunnel.

3. Jerry’s initial attempts and struggles to hold his breath and swim through the tunnel.
4. His rigorous self-training and determination.

5. Successful swim through the tunnel.

6. Jerry’s return to his mother and reflection on his accomplishment.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in through the tunnel short story are few but significant, each contributing to the
development of the plot and themes. The story is primarily focused on Jerry, but his mother and the local

boys also play essential roles.

Jerry

Jerry is the protagonist, a young boy characterized by his curiosity, determination, and desire for
independence. His internal conflict revolves around his need to prove himself capable and mature. Jerry’s
journey through the tunnel symbolizes his transition from childhood innocence to a more self-reliant stage

of life. His perseverance and courage highlight the universal struggle of growing up.

Jerry’s Mother

Jerry’s mother represents safety, comfort, and the familiar world of childhood. She is protective and caring,

embodying the nurturing aspect of Jerry’s life. Her presence contrasts with the adventurous and risky



activities Jerry pursues, emphasizing the tension between dependence and independence.

The Local Boys

The local boys serve as a symbol of maturity and skill that Jerry aspires to attain. Their ability to swim
through the tunnel effortlessly intimidates and fascinates Jerry, motivating his challenge. They represent

the external standard of adulthood and bravery that Jerry wishes to meet.

Themes and Symbolism

Through the tunnel short story is rich in themes and symbolism, which deepen the reader’s understanding

of the protagonist’s experience and the story’s broader messages.

Coming of Age

The central theme is the coming-of-age journey, as Jerry transitions from childhood dependency to self-
reliance. His determination to swim through the tunnel reflects the universal desire to overcome fears and
prove maturity. This rite of passage is both physical and emotional, marking a significant step in personal

development.

Courage and Determination

Jerry’s struggle to swim through the tunnel symbolizes courage and perseverance. Despite the physical
danger and discomfort, he remains resolute, demonstrating the human capacity to confront and overcome

challenges. This theme underscores the importance of inner strength in growth.

Freedom and Independence

The act of swimming through the tunnel represents Jerry’s quest for freedom and autonomy. Breaking
away from his mother’s protective presence, Jerry seeks to assert control over his own body and decisions.

This symbolic journey highlights the tension between safety and risk inherent in growing up.

Symbolism of the Tunnel

The tunnel itself is a powerful symbol in the story. It represents the unknown, a boundary between
childhood and adulthood. Passing through it signifies transformation, a passage through difficulty into a new

state of being. The tunnel’s darkness and confinement also symbolize the fears and obstacles Jerry must face



internally.

Literary Techniques and Style

Doris Lessing employs various literary techniques in through the tunnel short story to convey themes and

evoke emotional depth. The narrative style, imagery, and point of view all contribute to the story’s impact.

Narrative Perspective

The story is told from a third-person limited point of view, closely following Jerry’s thoughts and feelings.
This perspective allows readers to experience Jerry’s internal struggle intimately while maintaining

narrative objectivity. It effectively captures the nuances of his emotional and physical challenges.

Imagery and Descriptive Language

Lessing’s use of vivid imagery creates a tangible sense of place and tension. Descriptions of the natural
environment—the sea, rocks, and tunnel—immerse readers in Jerry’s world. The sensory details evoke the
physical sensations of swimming, breath-holding, and the claustrophobic pressure of the underwater

tunnel.

Symbolic Language

The story utilizes symbolism extensively, with objects and actions carrying deeper meanings. For example,
the contrast between the safe beach and the wild cove mirrors Jerry’s internal conflict. The tunnel acts as a
metaphor for personal growth, and Jerry’s breath-holding highlights the physical and psychological

demands of maturity.

Concise and Focused Prose

The writing style is precise and economical, reflecting the intensity of Jerry’s experience. The brevity of
the story enhances its emotional impact, focusing attention on critical moments without distraction. This

concise approach underscores the universality and timelessness of the coming-of-age theme.

Significance and Interpretation

The through the tunnel short story holds significant literary and educational value, often studied for its

portrayal of adolescent development and symbolic depth. Its interpretation offers insights into human



psychology and the universal rites of passage.

Educational Importance

The story is widely included in curricula for its accessible yet profound exploration of growth and courage.
It serves as a tool for discussing themes such as independence, fear, and perseverance, encouraging critical

thinking and personal reflection among students.

Psychological Interpretation

From a psychological perspective, Jerry’s journey can be seen as an allegory for overcoming inner fears
and achieving self-mastery. The tunnel represents the subconscious challenges faced during adolescence,

and Jerry’s successful passage symbolizes integration and maturity.

Universal Appeal

The story’s themes resonate across cultures and generations, making it a timeless narrative. Its focus on
personal challenge, bravery, and the transition to adulthood speaks to fundamental human experiences,

ensuring its continued relevance.

Key Takeaways

Personal growth requires facing and overcoming fears.

Courage is both a physical and psychological endeavor.

Independence involves risk but leads to self-discovery.

Symbolism enriches storytelling by conveying deeper meanings.

The transition from childhood to adulthood is a universal journey.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of the short story "Through the Tunnel'?

The main theme of 'Through the Tunnel' is the journey from childhood to adulthood, focusing on personal

growth, independence, and the struggle to prove oneself.

Who is the protagonist in "Through the Tunnel' and what is his goal?

The protagonist is Jerry, a young English boy on vacation, whose goal is to swim through an underwater

tunnel to prove his courage and maturity.

How does Jerry prepare himself to swim through the tunnel?

Jerry prepares by practicing holding his breath, building physical endurance, and mentally focusing on

overcoming fear and achieving his goal.

‘What role does the wild bay and the safe beach play in the story?

The safe beach represents Jerry's comfort zone and childhood, while the wild bay symbolizes challenge,

danger, and the path to independence.

What is the significance of Jerry's relationship with his mother in the
story?

Jerry's relationship with his mother highlights his desire for independence; she is protective and unaware

of his secret challenge, emphasizing his need to grow on his own terms.

What literary devices are prominent in "Through the Tunnel'?

The story uses symbolism (the tunnel representing a rite of passage), imagery (vivid descriptions of the sea

and environment), and internal conflict to convey Jerry's struggle.

How does the setting influence the story's mood and themes?

The coastal setting with the contrasting beaches creates a mood of adventure and tension, reinforcing

themes of exploration, danger, and transition.

‘What is the climax of "Through the Tunnel'?

The climax occurs when Jerry successfully swims through the underwater tunnel, overcoming physical

and mental obstacles, marking his passage into self-reliance.



What message does "Through the Tunnel' convey to readers?

The story conveys that personal growth often requires facing fears and challenges alone, emphasizing the

importance of determination, courage, and self-discovery.

Additional Resources

1. "The Secret Life of Boys" by Hilary McKay

This coming-of-age novel explores the challenges and adventures of growing up, much like the protagonist
in "Through the Tunnel." The story delves into themes of independence, courage, and the quest for self-
identity. Readers will find parallels in the characters’ journeys toward maturity and understanding of the

world around them.

2. "Into the Deep: Adventures in the Underwater World" by Sylvia A. Johnson
A captivating exploration of underwater adventures, this book shares the thrill of exploring hidden places
beneath the surface. It complements "Through the Tunnel" by highlighting the beauty and danger of

underwater environments. The narrative encourages curiosity and respect for nature’s mysteries.

3. "Coming of Age: Stories of Growth and Change" edited by Lisa Rowe Fraustino

This anthology features a collection of short stories focused on the theme of growing up and personal
transformation. Like "Through the Tunnel,"” these stories explore moments of challenge and self-discovery
that shape young protagonists. The diverse voices provide a broad perspective on the universal experience

of maturation.

4. "The Courage to Swim" by David Lee Stone

This novel tells the story of a young boy learning to overcome his fears through swimming, paralleling the
emotional and physical challenges faced in "Through the Tunnel." It emphasizes determination, bravery,
and the importance of pushing one’s limits. The book inspires readers to confront their own obstacles with

confidence.

5. "Underwater: A Deep Dive into Ocean Exploration" by Rachel Carson

A nonfiction work that examines the wonders and scientific discoveries of the ocean, this book
complements the adventurous spirit found in "Through the Tunnel." It provides educational insights into
marine life and underwater landscapes. Readers gain an appreciation for the complexity and beauty of the

underwater world.

6. "The Tunnel” by Anthony Browne
A graphic novel that uses the metaphor of a tunnel to explore themes of fear, friendship, and facing the
unknown. Much like "Through the Tunnel," the story focuses on a young protagonist’s journey toward

overcoming anxiety. The visual storytelling adds depth to the emotional experience of growth.

7. "Swim for Your Lite" by Lisa Ann Scott



This gripping narrative follows a young swimmer who must navigate both physical and emotional
challenges. The story resonates with "Through the Tunnel" through its focus on perseverance and self-

reliance. It highlights the importance of inner strength when confronting daunting trials.

8. "The Journey Within: Tales of Self-Discovery" by Maya Angelou
A collection of essays and short stories centered on personal growth and the quest for identity. Like
"Through the Tunnel,” these writings explore the internal struggles and triumphs that accompany change.

The book encourages reflection and resilience in the face of life’s challenges.

9. "Beneath the Surface: Stories of Adventure and Courage” by Tom Brokaw
This book compiles true stories of individuals who faced extraordinary circumstances requiring bravery
and determination. It mirrors the spirit of "Through the Tunnel" by highlighting moments of courage and

self-discovery. Readers are inspired by real-life examples of overcoming adversity.
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through the tunnel short story: Through the Tunnel Doris Lessing, 1990 Vacationing at the
seashore, a young boy's endurance is tested to the limit when he tries to swim through an
underwater tunnel.

through the tunnel short story: Language and Literature for the IB MYP 4 & 5 Gillian
Ashworth, 2019-02-18 The only series for MYP 4 and 5 developed in cooperation with the
International Baccalaureate (IB) Develop your skills to become an inquiring learner; ensure you
navigate the MYP framework with confidence using a concept-driven and assessment-focused
approach to Language and Literature presented in global contexts. - Develop conceptual
understanding with key MYP concepts and related concepts at the heart of each chapter. - Learn by
asking questions with a statement of inquiry in each chapter. - Prepare for every aspect of
assessment using support and tasks designed by experienced educators. - Understand how to extend
your learning through research projects and interdisciplinary opportunities.

through the tunnel short story: Short Stories of Our Time Douglas R. Barnes, 1985-04
Short Stories of Our Time is a selection of 13 short stories by contemporary authors, all with 20th
Century urban settings. The stories have been chosen to appeal to students who are impatient with
the classics but respond to stories which illuminate the reality they know.

through the tunnel short story: English Teaching in the Secondary School Mike Fleming,
David Stevens, 2009-12-04 Now in an updated third edition, English Teaching in the Secondary
School is a comprehensive guide to the theory and practice of teaching English. Presenting an
informed view of current educational policy, the authors provide advice to help students creatively
and independently interpret government initiatives and incorporate them in their teaching practice.
With practical ideas for use in the classroom, extensive discussion of theory and opportunities for
reflection and critical thought, the authors guide students through the whole process of English
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teaching in the secondary school. Fully updated to include: a chapter on research and writing for M
Level students references to the Every Child Matters agenda updates to the KS3 and 14-19
curriculum revised GCSE specifications an emphasis on creativity, flexibility and learner
engagement the impact of globalisation and technology on literacy. Written in an accessible style,
with a wealth of advice and ideas, this book forms essential reading for practising teachers,
lecturers, PGCE students and those undertaking initial teacher training, and is suitable for those
engaging in M Level study.

through the tunnel short story: A Study Guide for Doris Lessing's "Through the Tunnel"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for Doris Lessing's Through the Tunnel,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of
your research needs.

through the tunnel short story: Intonation in Text and Discourse Anne Wichmann, 2014-07-15
It is clear that a printed text provides the reader with more information than the words alone. This
includes punctuation marks, capitalisation, paragraphs, headings and sub-headings, all of which help
the reader to understand how the words are organised into sentences, and sentences are organised
into a coherent text. In a spoken text, this typographical information is necessarily absent. So how
do readers and speakers provide equivalent information to the listener? Intonation in Text and
Discourse describes the way in which speech melody, or intonation, is used to signal the structure of
spoken texts. It examines the role of intonation in clarifying the relationship between successive
utterances, from close cohesive ties (‘'middles') to major breaks for a new topic (‘ends' and
'beginnings'). The book is concerned chiefly with the intonational structuring of read or prepared
monologue, but also devotes a chapter to current developments in the analysis of intonation in
conversation. It describes not only how intonation is used to organise systematic turn-taking but also
how it can signal greater or lesser degrees of co-operativeness. It addresses finally the complex
issue of attitudinal intonation - the elusive 'tone of voice'. The first book on discourse intonation to
deal with such a wide variety of naturally-occurring spoken data, Intonation in Text and Discourse
will be of great interest to students, lecturers and researchers of intonation and all aspects of
spoken discourse.

through the tunnel short story: English Teaching in the Secondary School 2/e Mike Fleming,
David Stevens, 2014-06-03 Presenting an informed view of current educational policy, this text
encourages students of secondary English to take a creative and independent interpretation of
government initiatives in order to achieve effective teaching practice. It provides a good balance of
theoretical material with practical ideas for application in the classroom and strongly encourages
reflection and critical thought. This new edition includes: coverage of the National Curriculum 2000,
the National Literacy Strategy and the new Key Stage 3 Strategy a new chapter on how to teach ICT
a new chapter on Inclusion - including differentiation, cultural diversity, EAL and teaching across
the ability range new material on how to teach Shakespeare an introduction to cross-curricular
themes - such as citizenship, and social, moral and spiritual values. Written in an accessible and
conversational style, this text poses an excellent degree of challenge for all students on initial
teacher training courses.

through the tunnel short story: Teaching the Short Story Bonnie H. Neumann, 1996 Explores
175 short stories from 50 countries including information about the author and a synopsis of the
story. Includes indexes on suggested comparisons -themes and literary devices.

through the tunnel short story: The Social Railway and Its Workers in Europe[Js Modern
Era, 1880-2023 David Welsh, 2025-06-26 This thematically arranged book examines the evolution
of rail transport and a number of railway workforces across Europe in the modern era, from around
1880 to 2023. Each chapter explores how, within the context of a social railway, rail workers
developed distinct national and international perspectives on the nature of their work and their roles
in societies and states. David Welsh convincingly argues that workers formed a raft of entirely new



and enduring organisations such as trade unions that, in turn, became ramparts of hope. Welsh goes
on to consider how the insurgent character of these organisations produced moments of fury during
tumultuous periods in the 20th century. The Social Railway and its Workers in Europe's Modern Era,
1880-2023 explores the national and European contexts in which both characteristics came to the
fore, including the ecology of fossil fuel technology (coal and oil). Above all, it argues that social,
economic and political forces are not simply external 'scene-shifting' but integral to the history of
railway systems. The book examines the cultural construction of European railways through
literature, art and other forms of writing as well as recent oral history. It also includes a detailed
investigation of the role played by nationalisation and public ownership in Europe. In the context of
neoliberalism and globalization, it proposes a 21st century programme for the social railway.
through the tunnel short story: How to Teach Literature Introductory Course Elizabeth
McCallum Marlow, 2019-04-01 To the Teacher The review questions and tests in this booklet are
designed to be used in conjunction with How to Teach Literature: Introductory Course. All questions
and tests are included in the teaching guide and reproduced in this booklet with answers omitted.
through the tunnel short story: Crossing Under the Hudson Angus Kress Gillespie,
2011-10-16 Crossing Under the Hudson takes a fresh look at the planning and construction of two
key links in the transportation infrastructure of New York and New Jersey--the Holland and Lincoln
Tunnels. Writing in an accessible style that incorporates historical accounts with a lively and
entertaining approach, Angus Kress Gillespie explores these two monumental works of civil
engineering and the public who embraced them. He describes and analyzes the building of the
tunnels, introduces readers to the people who worked there--then and now--and places the
structures into a meaningful cultural context with the music, art, literature, and motion pictures that
these tunnels, engineering marvels of their day, have inspired over the years. Today, when new
concerns about global terrorism may trump bouts of simple tunnel tension, Gillespie's Crossing
Under the Hudson continues to cast a light at the end of the Holland and Lincoln Tunnels.
through the tunnel short story: Studies in the Spectator Role Michael Benton, 2017-09-25
Michael Benton's book develops the concept of spectatorship as an answer to these questions. It
explores the similarities and differences in our experiences of literature and the visual arts, and
discusses their implications for pedagogy and their applications in cross-curricular work in the
classroom. Teachers will find that, while many of the visual and verbal texts may be familiar, the
approaches to them offer fresh insights and a rich agenda for the classroom. Shakespeare, Fielding,
Hogarth, Blake, Wordsworth, Constable, Turner, the Pre-Raphaelites, Wilfred Owen, Paul Nash,
Stanley Spencer, Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney - the range of authors and artists discussed is
both extensive and relevant to the National Curriculum and to post-16 and undergraduate courses.
through the tunnel short story: The Nail in the Skull and Other Victorian Urban
Legends Simon Young, 2022-06-27 Winner of the 2023 Brian McConnell Book Award from the
International Society for Contemporary Legend Research In the last fifty years, folklorists have
amassed an extraordinary corpus of contemporary legends including the “Choking Doberman,” the
“Eaten Ticket,” and the “Vanishing Hitchhiker.” But what about the urban legends of the past?
These legends and tales have rarely been collected, and when they occasionally appear, they do so
as ancestors or precursors of the urban legends of today, rather than as stories in their own right. In
The Nail in the Skull and Other Victorian Urban Legends, Simon Young fills this gap for British
folklore (and for the wider English-speaking world) of the 1800s. Young introduces seventy Victorian
urban legends ranging from “Beetle Eyes” to the “Shoplifter’s Dilemma” and from “Hands in the
Muff” to the “Suicide Club.” While a handful of these stories are already known, the vast majority
have never been identified, and they have certainly never received scholarly treatment. Young
begins the volume with a lengthy introduction assessing nineteenth-century media, emphasizing the
importance of the written word to the perpetuation and preservation of these myths. He draws on
numerous nineteenth-century books, periodicals, and ephemera, including digitized newspaper
archives—particularly the British Newspaper Archive, an exciting new hunting ground for folklorists.
The Nail in the Skull and Other Victorian Urban Legends will appeal to an academic audience as



well as to anyone who is interested in urban legends.

through the tunnel short story: Short Story Writing Wilson R. Thornley, 1976

through the tunnel short story: Short Story International Sylvia Tankel, 1980

through the tunnel short story: The Early History of Railway Tunnels Hubert Pragnell,
2024-08-30 To the early railway traveller, the prospect of travelling to places in hours rather than
days hitherto was an inviting prospect, however a journey was not without its fears as well as
excitement. To some, the prospect of travelling through a tunnel without carriage lighting, with
smoke permeating the compartment and the confined noise was a horror of the new age. What might
happen if we broke down or crashed into another train in the darkness? To others it was exciting,
with the light from the footplate flickering against the tunnel walls or spotting the occasional
glimpses of light from a ventilation shaft. To the directors of early railway companies, planning a
route was governed by expense and the most direct way. Avoiding hills could add miles but
tunnelling through them could involve vast expense as the Great Western Railway found at Box and
the London and Birmingham at Kilsby. Creating a cutting as an alternative was also costly not only
in labour and time, but also in compensation for landowners, who opposed railways on visual and
social grounds having seen their land divided by canals. Construction involved millions of bricks or
blocks of stone for sufficiently thick walls to withstand collapse. However, the entrance barely seen
from the carriage window might be an impressive [talianate arch as at Primrose Hill, or a castellated
portal worthy of the Middle Ages as at Bramhope. This book sets out to tell the story of tunnelling in
Britain up to about 1870, when it was a question of burrowing through earth and rock with spade
and explosive powder, with the constant danger of collapse or flooding leading to injury and death. It
uses contemporary accounts, from the dangers of railway travel by Dickens to the excitement of
being drawn through the Liverpool Wapping Tunnel by the young composer Mendelssoln. It includes
descriptions from early railway company guide books, newspapers and diaries. It also includes
numerous photographs and colored architectural elevations from railway archives.

through the tunnel short story: Short Story Gumbo Sylvester Hillard, 2014-07-08 Short Story
Gumbo: A Selected Trilogy of Horrifying Fiction is made up of stories that are loaded with action and
terror. Come take an excursion with me that will take you across the annals of time. This book will
make you laugh, shiver and count the minutes each night till dark becomes light.

through the tunnel short story: Re- Inventing the Brooklyn- Queens Connector Streetcar
Project (BQX) Bob Diamond, 2018-03-22 Rehabilitating the Moribund Brooklyn Queens Connector
(BQX)

through the tunnel short story: Coming Attractions Lisa Kernan, 2009-07-21 Movie
trailers—those previews of coming attractions before the start of a feature film—are routinely
praised and reviled by moviegoers and film critics alike: They give away too much of the movie.
They're better than the films. They only show the spectacular parts. They lie. They're the best part of
going to the movies. But whether you love them or hate them, trailers always serve their purpose of
offering free samples of a film to influence moviegoing decision-making. Indeed, with their inclusion
on videotapes, DVDs, and on the Internet, trailers are more widely seen and influential now than at
any time in their history. Starting from the premise that movie trailers can be considered a film
genre, this pioneering book explores the genre's conventions and offers a primer for reading the
rhetoric of movie trailers. Lisa Kernan identifies three principal rhetorical strategies that structure
trailers: appeals to audience interest in film genres, stories, and/or stars. She also analyzes the
trailers for twenty-seven popular Hollywood films from the classical, transitional, and contemporary
eras, exploring what the rhetorical appeals within these trailers reveal about Hollywood's changing
conceptions of the moviegoing audience. Kernan argues that movie trailers constitute a
long-standing hybrid of advertising and cinema and, as such, are precursors to today's heavily
commercialized cultural forms in which art and marketing become increasingly indistinguishable.

through the tunnel short story: Literature Prentice Hall PTR, 1991
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