
the prodigal son parable

the prodigal son parable is one of the most well-known and influential
stories found in the Christian Bible, specifically in the Gospel of Luke.
This parable, told by Jesus Christ, conveys powerful messages about
forgiveness, repentance, and the unconditional love of a father toward his
wayward son. It has been the subject of countless theological discussions,
sermons, artworks, and literary reflections throughout history. Understanding
the meaning and context of the prodigal son parable offers profound insights
into Christian teachings as well as universal human experiences. This article
explores the narrative, symbolism, historical background, and modern
interpretations of the prodigal son parable while highlighting its enduring
relevance in contemporary society.
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The Story of the Prodigal Son

The prodigal son parable is narrated in Luke 15:11-32 and centers on a father
and his two sons. The younger son requests his share of the inheritance
prematurely, then leaves home to live a life of indulgence and reckless
spending. Eventually, he squanders all his wealth and finds himself destitute
and desperate. In a moment of humility and repentance, the son decides to
return to his father, hoping to work as a servant. Instead of rebuke or
punishment, the father warmly welcomes him back, celebrating his return with
a lavish feast. Meanwhile, the older son reacts with resentment and jealousy,
highlighting contrasting responses to forgiveness and grace.

Characters and Plot Overview

The parable features three main characters: the father, the younger son
(prodigal son), and the older son. The younger son’s request for an early



inheritance was unconventional and disrespectful in the cultural context,
symbolizing rebellion against family and tradition. After his return, the
father’s actions represent compassion and unconditional love. The older son’s
reaction introduces a moral complexity, emphasizing themes of envy and self-
righteousness. This simple yet profound narrative structure serves as a
vehicle for deep moral and spiritual lessons.

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural background of the prodigal son
parable enriches its interpretation. The story is set within Jewish society
in the first century, where family honor, inheritance laws, and social norms
played critical roles. The request for inheritance before the father's death
was legally unusual and viewed as dishonorable. The younger son’s behavior
would have been seen as scandalous and shameful. The father’s acceptance,
therefore, challenges prevailing social expectations about justice and honor.

Inheritance Laws and Family Dynamics

In Jewish tradition, the eldest son typically received a double portion of
the inheritance, while younger sons received smaller shares. The younger
son’s demand implied a wish for the father’s death or severance of family
ties. This context underscores the radical nature of the father’s forgiveness
and illustrates the parable’s focus on grace rather than legalistic justice.

Key Themes and Symbolism

The prodigal son parable is rich with themes and symbolic elements that
convey its spiritual and ethical messages. These themes resonate across
religious and secular contexts, highlighting universal human concerns such as
forgiveness, repentance, love, and reconciliation.

Forgiveness and Repentance

A central theme is the transformative power of repentance and the readiness
of forgiveness. The younger son’s decision to return home after recognizing
his mistakes symbolizes genuine repentance. The father’s embrace and
celebration represent unconditional forgiveness, encouraging believers to
seek reconciliation without fear of judgment.



Grace and Unconditional Love

The father’s response transcends societal norms by offering grace freely
rather than demanding restitution. This unconditional love serves as a model
for divine mercy and human relationships, emphasizing acceptance over
condemnation.

Jealousy and Self-Righteousness

The older son’s reaction introduces complexity, illustrating how resentment
and self-righteousness can obstruct grace. His refusal to join the
celebration warns against pride and highlights the importance of compassion
toward others, even those who have erred.

Interpretations and Lessons

The prodigal son parable has been interpreted in various ways by theologians,
scholars, and religious communities. Its lessons extend beyond religious
doctrine into moral philosophy and psychology.

Christian Theological Perspectives

Within Christian theology, the parable exemplifies God’s mercy and the
possibility of redemption for all sinners. It encourages believers to emulate
the father’s forgiving nature and to welcome repentant individuals without
judgment. The parable is often used in sermons to illustrate the concept of
salvation through grace.

Psychological and Moral Insights

Psychologically, the story addresses themes of guilt, shame, and
reconciliation. It demonstrates the importance of acknowledging faults and
the healing effect of forgiveness in personal growth. Morally, it challenges
rigid attitudes and promotes empathy toward others’ failings.

Lessons for Daily Life

Embrace forgiveness in personal relationships.



Practice humility and recognize one’s own imperfections.

Reject envy and cultivate compassion for others.

Understand that redemption is possible despite past mistakes.

Value family unity and the power of reconciliation.

Impact and Influence in Art and Literature

The prodigal son parable has inspired a vast body of artistic and literary
works throughout centuries. Its themes have been explored by painters, poets,
novelists, and musicians, reflecting its deep cultural significance.

Famous Artistic Representations

Artists such as Rembrandt and Rubens created iconic paintings depicting the
moment of the son’s return and the father’s embrace. These works emphasize
emotional intensity and the spiritual dimensions of forgiveness. The
parable’s imagery remains a popular subject in religious art and iconography.

Literary Adaptations and References

Writers have drawn upon the prodigal son parable for inspiration in novels,
plays, and poetry. Its narrative framework is often adapted to explore themes
of loss, redemption, and familial conflict in diverse cultural settings,
demonstrating its universal appeal.

Modern Applications of the Parable

In contemporary society, the prodigal son parable continues to offer relevant
lessons in various contexts, including psychology, social work, and conflict
resolution.

Use in Counseling and Therapy

Counselors and therapists often reference the parable to help individuals
understand forgiveness and the process of healing from personal failures or



broken relationships. It serves as a metaphor for overcoming shame and
rebuilding trust.

Social and Community Implications

The message of unconditional acceptance promotes restorative justice
approaches and community reconciliation efforts. It encourages societies to
prioritize mercy over punishment and to support reintegration of marginalized
or repentant individuals.

Educational and Religious Settings

Educators and religious leaders use the prodigal son parable to teach ethical
values, empathy, and the significance of second chances. Its narrative
facilitates discussions on moral responsibility and grace.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main message of the Prodigal Son
parable?
The main message of the Prodigal Son parable is about forgiveness,
repentance, and the unconditional love of a father (representing God) for his
children, emphasizing that no matter how far one strays, they can always
return and be welcomed back.

Who are the key characters in the Prodigal Son
parable?
The key characters are the younger son (the prodigal), the older son, and the
father. The younger son asks for his inheritance early and squanders it, the
older son stays loyal but struggles with jealousy, and the father represents
forgiveness and compassion.

Where is the Prodigal Son parable found in the
Bible?
The Prodigal Son parable is found in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 15, verses
11-32.



What does the younger son's journey symbolize in the
parable?
The younger son's journey symbolizes a sinner's departure from God,
experiencing hardship due to poor choices, and eventual repentance and return
to God's grace.

How does the father in the Prodigal Son parable
demonstrate forgiveness?
The father demonstrates forgiveness by welcoming the younger son back without
punishment, celebrating his return with a feast, and restoring him to his
place in the family.

What lesson can be learned from the older son's
reaction in the parable?
The older son's reaction teaches about the dangers of self-righteousness,
envy, and lack of compassion, reminding believers to rejoice in others'
redemption rather than harbor resentment.

Why is the Prodigal Son parable still relevant
today?
The Prodigal Son parable remains relevant as it addresses universal themes of
forgiveness, repentance, family dynamics, and grace, encouraging people to
forgive and accept one another despite mistakes.

How is the Prodigal Son parable used in modern
Christian teachings?
In modern Christian teachings, the parable is used to illustrate God's mercy,
the importance of repentance, and the call to forgive others, often
encouraging believers to return to faith and embrace those who have strayed.

What cultural or historical context is important for
understanding the Prodigal Son parable?
Understanding the cultural context of inheritance rights, family honor, and
social norms in ancient Jewish society helps to grasp the shock of the
younger son's request and the father's radical forgiveness, highlighting the
parable's profound message.



Additional Resources
1. The Prodigal's Return: A Modern Reflection on Forgiveness
This book explores the timeless themes of forgiveness and redemption found in
the parable of the prodigal son. Through contemporary stories and insightful
commentary, it encourages readers to embrace compassion and understanding in
their own lives. The author delves into the emotional journey of both the
prodigal son and his family, highlighting the transformative power of grace.

2. Lost and Found: Lessons from the Prodigal Son
An inspiring exploration of the parable's message about loss, repentance, and
reconciliation, this book offers practical applications for daily living. It
combines biblical analysis with real-life testimonies to illustrate how
everyone can find their way back from mistakes and brokenness. The narrative
invites readers to reflect on their own journeys toward healing.

3. Grace Beyond Boundaries: The Prodigal Son’s Story Reimagined
This creative retelling of the prodigal son parable places the story in
various cultural and historical contexts, revealing its universal relevance.
The author examines how grace transcends social and personal boundaries,
offering hope to all who seek forgiveness. Readers are encouraged to
reconsider preconceived notions about judgment and mercy.

4. The Father’s Heart: Understanding Divine Compassion Through the Prodigal
Son
Focusing on the father’s perspective, this book provides deep theological
insights into God's unconditional love and patience. It unpacks the emotional
nuances of the father's response to his wayward son, shedding light on the
nature of divine compassion. The work is both scholarly and accessible,
making it suitable for personal study or group discussion.

5. Return to Grace: Spiritual Lessons from the Prodigal Son
This devotional-style book offers daily reflections inspired by the parable,
encouraging spiritual growth and renewal. Each entry connects the story’s
themes with practical advice for cultivating humility, repentance, and
forgiveness. Readers are guided to experience God's grace anew in their own
lives.

6. Prodigal Son, Prodigal Love: A Journey of Healing and Hope
Combining memoir and theology, the author shares a personal story of
estrangement and reconciliation alongside the biblical narrative. The book
highlights the healing power of love and the hope that comes with second
chances. It serves as a testament to the enduring relevance of the prodigal
son parable in modern relationships.

7. The Lost Son Chronicles: Exploring Family, Forgiveness, and Faith
This collection of essays and stories examines the complex dynamics of family
relationships through the lens of the prodigal son. It addresses themes of
betrayal, forgiveness, and faith, offering diverse perspectives from
theologians, counselors, and laypeople. The book invites readers to engage
deeply with the challenges and blessings of familial love.



8. Coming Home: The Prodigal Son’s Path to Redemption
A narrative-driven study that traces the psychological and spiritual
transformation of the prodigal son. The author uses case studies and biblical
exegesis to explore the stages of repentance and restoration. This book is
ideal for those interested in the intersection of faith and personal
development.

9. Beyond the Prodigal Son: Embracing Mercy in a Broken World
This book expands the parable’s message to address social justice and
community healing. It challenges readers to practice mercy not only in
personal relationships but also in wider societal contexts. Through
theological reflection and practical examples, the author calls for a world
transformed by compassion and forgiveness.
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  the prodigal son parable: A Tale of Two Sons John F. MacArthur, 2008-04-01 Previously
published as A Tale of Two Sons Charles Dickens. William Shakespeare. Garrison Keillor. They’re all
part of the chorus of literary geniuses who expressed admiration for The Parable of the Prodigal Son
as outstanding literature. After all, it is a powerful drama, rich in detail, powerfully succinct, and
intensely personal. But beyond the literary critiques—besides being one of the most celebrated
written works of all time—the message of this parable is one we can’t afford to ignore. In The
Prodigal Son, John MacArthur takes the story back to its roots, when Jesus’ words were absolutely
revolutionary. As one of America’s most beloved Bible teachers, MacArthur leads us through the
minefields of interpretation and restores the simple yet profound brilliance of this passage. Giving
engrossing historical background, The Prodigal Son will reveal Christ’s original message as intended
for the Pharisees, the disciples, and the world today. Gain an enlightening perspective into the
prodigal son’s story and embrace God’s love anew with The Prodigal Son.
  the prodigal son parable: Boundless Love Joel W. Huffstetler, 2008 Boundless Love provides a
detailed survey of the scholarship on Luke 15:11-32, the parable of the Prodigal Son--arguably the
best loved and most familiar of Jesus' parables. Readers will find key insights regarding the
teachings of the parable from leading experts on the Gospels including William Barclay, Kenneth
Bailey, Fred Craddock, Luke Timothy Johnson, Henri Nouwen, Pheme Perkins, and N.T. Wright. Part
I of this volume offers students of the Bible a firm grasp on the scholarly consensus regarding the
parable's historical, literary, and theological contexts, as well as its wide-ranging applicability in
today's world. Part II focuses on the exploration of the parable's potential contributions in
discussions of reconciliation and draws on the insights of authors such as Annie Dillard, Sam Keen,
Desmond Tutu, and Miroslav Volf. Boundless Love is thoroughly accessible and will appeal to both
general readers and specialists.
  the prodigal son parable: The Prodigal Son Bible Study Guide John F. MacArthur,
2016-10-04 Two thousand years ago, Jesus told a simple story about a father and his two sons. This
tale stands out because it is a story about each of us and our struggle with sin. Whether we identify
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with the rebellion of the younger son or the self-righteousness of the older brother, we all are in
need of our Father’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness. In this five-session video-based Bible study
(DVD/digital video sold separately), pastor and bestselling author John MacArthur provides
fascinating new insights into this parable as he takes you step-by-step through each part of the tale.
You will explore not only the shocking actions of the younger son in his rebellion but also the
coldhearted attitude of the older brother toward his family. You will find a reflection of yourself in
each of these two sons—and come to understand, in a fresh and new way, what God does to find you
where you are and bring you back to Him. The Prodigal Son Study Guide includes video discussion
questions, Bible exploration, and personal study and reflection materials for in-between sessions.
Sessions include: Parables: Unveiling God's Truth through Stories Repentance: Facing the Agony of
Being Lost Forgiveness: Experiencing Our Father's Love Pretense: Looking Good Isn't Good Enough
Grace: Receiving Our Most Amazing Gift Designed for use with The Prodigal Son Video Study
9780310081258 (sold separately).
  the prodigal son parable: The Parable of the Prodigal Son Rose Publishing, Rose
Publishing Staff, 2015-02-18 Get an Easy-to-Understand Overview on the Parable of the Prodigal
Son: Packed with engaging commentary, fascinating facts, and reflection questions, this
easy-to-understand Bible Study pamphlet digs deeper into the beloved Parable of the Prodigal Son.
Enjoy compelling life applications and relevant lessons on grace, anger, and compassion. Easily see
how all the characters are prodigals with a quick-reference chart comparing the attitudes of
the--Wayward SonJudgmental Older BrotherLoving FatherExplains the Historical Context of the
Parable of the Prodigal Son Discover how Jewish culture, politics, and religion affected the meaning
and lessons of the Prodigal Son parable. For instance, find out fascinating facts, including: Pigs were
considered the most unclean animals in Jewish culture. Therefore, when the prodigal longed for pig
food, it shows he hit rock bottom.The prodigal son's request for his share of the estate was not just a
desire for independence, but a sign of disrespect since family property was ordinarily given after the
father's death.The prodigal son parable is one of three parables Jesus shares in response to critical
Jewish leaders. The joy of the father in finding his lost son is meant to teach the Jewish audience to
have that same joy in finding their Messiah.Features Relevant Personal and Life Application
Questions Whether you have children rebelling against their faith, family members no longer
wanting to believe, or friends going through a mid-life faith crisis, discover lessons of healing, such
as: How to show Christ-like forgiveness and grace in all relationshipsHow parents can maintain an
attitude of trust in GodHow all Christians can live out the grace the loving father showed to his
sonHow to avoid being overwhelmed with anger and hurt and be willing to embrace our
prodigalsIncludes In-Depth Character Studies on BOTH Prodigal BrothersExplains how both
brothers are prodigal in their own wayProvides key insights into the responses of the self-righteous
older brother and the wayward younger brotherBreaks down deeper into the reasons for the elder
brother's lack of compassionShares Comforting Prayers for Those With Their Own Prodigals A
prodigal is from a Latin word meaning a person who is wasteful. In this parable, the meaning is
extended to suggest a person who is wasteful with their life. Whether the person is your own child
who is rebelling against God, a Christian friend who doubts their faith, or a church member who is
no longer sure of her belief, gain comfort with-- Key prayers in the Bible as you wait on your prodigal
child, friend or family member.Psalms for when you worry about your prodigalPsalms for protection
for your prodigalModel prayer as you wait on your prodigalThe Parable of the Prodigal Son Bible
Study study tackles issues we all face today, and is perfect for Small groups covering the parables of
Jesus, new Christians wanting to study God's grace and forgiveness to all, and anyone needing a
fresh reminder of the grace Christians are called to extend to all. Pamphlet has 14 panels, unfolds to
5.5 x 38 long, fits inside a Bible cover.
  the prodigal son parable: Jacob & the Prodigal Kenneth E. Bailey, 2003-04-24 Drawing on a
lifetime of study in both Middle Eastern culture and the Gospels, Kenneth E. Bailey compares the
Old Testament saga of Jacob and the New Testament parable of the prodigal son, offering a fresh
view of how Jesus interpreted Israel's past, his present, and their future.



  the prodigal son parable: The Return of the Prodigal Son Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2013-11-20
With over a million copies sold, this classic work is essential reading for all who ask, “Where has my
struggle led me?” A chance encounter with a reproduction of Rembrandt’s The Return of the
Prodigal Son catapulted Henri Nouwen on an unforgettable spiritual adventure. Here he shares the
deeply personal and resonant meditation that led him to discover the place within where God has
chosen to dwell. As Nouwen reflects on Rembrandt’s painting in light of his own life journey, he
evokes a powerful drama of the classic parable in a rich, captivating way that is sure to reverberate
in the hearts of readers. Nouwen probes the several movements of the parable: the younger son’s
return, the father’s restoration of sonship, the elder son’s resentfulness, and the father’s
compassion. The themes of homecoming, affirmation, and reconciliation will be newly discovered by
all who have known loneliness, dejection, jealousy, or anger. The challenge to love as God loves, and
to be loved as God’s beloved, will be seen as the ultimate revelation of the parable known to
Christians throughout time, and is here represented with a vigor and power fresh for our times.
  the prodigal son parable: The Story of a Soul, Or, Thoughts on the Parable of the
Prodigal Son Francis Nicoll Zabriskie, 1872
  the prodigal son parable: My First Bible Stories (Stories Jesus Told): the Prodigal Son
Su Box, 2018-01-24 This is the popular story of a farmer's son who leaves home and spends all his
father's money on parties and having a good time. He is eventually left hungry and alone and longing
to return home. He fears that, having behaved so badly, he will not be welcome but his father is in
fact overjoyed to see his son and welcomes him with open arms. This beautifully illustrated parable
demonstrates that God will joyfully welcome and forgive anyone who strays but eventually comes
back to him. This popular story from the New Testament is part of a series of parables, retold simply
and clearly with beautifully illustrations and next steps at the back of the book to encourage further
discussion. The perfect first introduction to Jesus' much-loved stories for young children.
  the prodigal son parable: Lectures on the parable of the prodigal son [Luke xv. 11-24]. Henry
Scawen Plumptre, 1833
  the prodigal son parable: The Prodigal Son Becky Lockhart Kearns, 1996 Retells in verse the
parable of the prodigal son.
  the prodigal son parable: The Parable of the Prodigal Son, Or, From Heaven to Hell and
Return Eddy, Wilber, 1912
  the prodigal son parable: The Challenge of Jesus' Parables Richard N. Longenecker, 2000 A
fresh look at the meaning of Jesus' parables for Christian living today. The parables recorded in the
Gospels are central for an understanding of Jesus and his ministry. Yet the parables are more than
simple stories; they present a number of obstacles to contemporary readers hoping to fully grasp
their meaning. In this volume, thirteen New Testament scholars provide the background necessary
to understand the original context and meaning of Jesus' parables as well as their modern
applications, all in a manner easily accessible to general readers. Contributors: Stephen C. Barton
Craig A. Evans Richard T. France Donald A. Hagner Morna D. Hooker Sylvia C. Keesmaat Michael P.
Knowles Walter L. Liefeld Richard N. Longenecker Allan W. Martens Klyne R. Snodgrass Robert H.
Stein Stephen I. Wright
  the prodigal son parable: The Parable of the Prodigal Son Rose Publishing, 2021-10-05 Get an
Easy-to-Understand Overview on the Parable of the Prodigal Son: Packed with engaging
commentary, fascinating facts, and reflection questions, this easy-to-understand Bible Study
pamphlet digs deeper into the beloved Parable of the Prodigal Son. Enjoy compelling life
applications and relevant lessons on grace, anger, and compassion. Easily see how all the characters
are “prodigals” with a quick-reference chart comparing the attitudes of the— Wayward Son
Judgmental Older Brother Loving Father Explains the Historical Context of the Parable of the
Prodigal Son Discover how Jewish culture, politics, and religion affected the meaning and lessons of
the Prodigal Son parable. For instance, find out fascinating facts, including: Pigs were considered
the most unclean animals in Jewish culture. Therefore, when the prodigal longed for pig food, it
shows he hit rock bottom. The prodigal son’s request for his “share of the estate” was not just a



desire for independence, but a sign of disrespect since family property was ordinarily given after the
father’s death. The prodigal son parable is one of three parables Jesus shares in response to critical
Jewish leaders. The joy of the father in finding his lost son is meant to teach the Jewish audience to
have that same joy in finding their Messiah. Features Relevant Personal and Life Application
Questions Whether you have children rebelling against their faith, family members no longer
wanting to believe, or friends going through a mid-life faith crisis, discover lessons of healing, such
as: How to show Christ-like forgiveness and grace in all relationships How parents can maintain an
attitude of trust in God How all Christians can live out the grace the loving father showed to his son
How to avoid being overwhelmed with anger and hurt and be willing to embrace our prodigals
Includes In-Depth Character Studies on BOTH Prodigal Brothers Explains how both brothers are
“prodigal” in their own way Provides key insights into the responses of the self-righteous older
brother and the wayward younger brother Breaks down deeper into the reasons for the elder
brother’s lack of compassion Shares Comforting Prayers for Those With Their Own “Prodigals” A
prodigal is from a Latin word meaning a person who is “wasteful.” In this parable, the meaning is
extended to suggest a person who is wasteful with their life. Whether the person is your own child
who is rebelling against God, a Christian friend who doubts their faith, or a church member who is
no longer sure of her belief, gain comfort with— Key prayers in the Bible as you wait on your
prodigal child, friend or family member. Psalms for when you worry about your prodigal Psalms for
protection for your prodigal Model prayer as you wait on your prodigal The Parable of the Prodigal
Son Bible Study study tackles issues we all face today, and is perfect for Small groups covering the
parables of Jesus, new Christians wanting to study God’s grace and forgiveness to all, and anyone
needing a fresh reminder of the grace Christians are called to extend to all. Pamphlet has 14 panels,
unfolds to 5.5 x 38” long, fits inside a Bible cover.
  the prodigal son parable: The Prodigal Son Study Guide with DVD John F. MacArthur,
2016-10-18 John MacArthur explores the parable of the prodigal son, revealing insights into the
culture of Jesus' day, the two kinds of sinners, and the depths of God's grace and mercy.
  the prodigal son parable: The Parable of the Prodigal Son Fergus Ferguson, 1873
  the prodigal son parable: Home Tonight Henri J. M. Nouwen, 2009-03-24 Home Tonight
follows the path of Henri Nouwen’s spiritual homecoming. More than three years prior to writing his
great classic, The Return of the Prodigal Son, Nouwen suffered a personal breakdown followed by a
time of healing solitude when he encountered Rembrandt’s famous painting. Within his solitude he
reflected on and identified with the parable’s characters and experienced profound and inspiring life
lessons. This captivating book was created from never-before-published materials that formed the
basis of the small workshop inspired by Nouwen’s intimate encounter with Rembrandt’s painting.
Readers are led to welcome their unique Belovedness through practices of “spiritual listening,”
journaling, and communing with God, thus connecting personally with the unique, unconditional love
of the One who created them. Home Tonight is a practical guide for the inner journey home.
  the prodigal son parable: Meditations Upon the Parable of the Prodigal Son Obadiah Grew,
1684
  the prodigal son parable: The parable of the prodigal son (Luke xv. 11-32) with notes by J.
Hamilton Luke (st.), 1867
  the prodigal son parable: The Parable of the Prodigal Son Barry A. Allen, 2018-04-18 The
Parable of the Prodigal Son is one of the greatest stories ever told by Jesus Christ who is the
greatest Teacher of all time. We find ourselves in this simple yet profound story, and we find that we
may be represented by different persons in the story at different times in our lives. The story
reminds us that we all were once prodigals, and some of us may still be, but we can also find
ourselves filling the shoes of the loving father when we love and forgive others. And, unfortunately,
we can sometimes find ourselves filling the shoes of the elder brother when we self-righteously
judge and look down on others. In this brief expository analysis of the Parable, Ordained Minister
Rev. Dr. Barry A. Allen takes us through the Parable by discussing five major themes: Rebellion,
Repentance, Restoration, Rejection, and Reward. The primary theme of the Parable is the radical



and unconditional love the father shows his returning Prodigal Son, and Pastor Allen highlights that
this is the way God loves sinners. God doesn't give up on sinners, but religious people like the elder
brother sometimes do. Pastor Allen encourages us to be Christian instead of religious and to love
sinners the way the father in this Parable loves his son. Then, we adequately represent the love of
our Father in a world where prodigal sons and daughters are around every corner. By loving and
receiving sinners the way God loves and received us, we Christians give those who have been led
astray in this fallen world reasons to believe that God is real, God is near, and God truly loves,
forgives, and celebrates their homecoming.
  the prodigal son parable: The Parable of the Prodigal Son Erik Rottmann, 2009 The Arch®
Book series tells popular Bible stories through fun-to-read rhymes and bright illustrations. This
well-loved series captures the attention of children, telling scripturally sound stories that are
enjoyable and easy to remember.
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