
the necklace maupassant characters
the necklace maupassant characters are central to understanding the depth and moral lessons of
Guy de Maupassant’s renowned short story, "The Necklace." This literary work explores themes of
pride, materialism, and the consequences of deception through its vividly drawn characters. The
necklace maupassant characters embody both the societal pressures of 19th-century France and
timeless human flaws, making them essential to the story’s enduring impact. Analyzing these
characters provides insight into the narrative's tragic irony and highlights Maupassant’s critique of
social ambition. This article delves into the main figures of the story, their traits, motivations, and
roles, offering a comprehensive overview of the necklace maupassant characters. The discussion
also includes secondary characters to present a complete picture of the social environment in which
the story unfolds.

Main Characters in "The Necklace"

Madame Mathilde Loisel: Character Analysis

Monsieur Loisel: Character Traits and Role

Madame Forestier: Influence and Importance

Supporting Characters and Their Impact

Thematic Significance of the Characters

Main Characters in "The Necklace"
The necklace maupassant characters primarily revolve around three central figures: Madame
Mathilde Loisel, her husband Monsieur Loisel, and Madame Forestier. Each character represents
distinct social attitudes and personal ambitions that drive the story’s plot and its eventual outcome.
Understanding these main characters is crucial for grasping the story’s themes of vanity, sacrifice,
and irony. Maupassant’s characters are crafted to reflect the complexities of social status and
personal pride.

Overview of Primary Characters
The story’s central characters are intertwined in a narrative that exposes the dangers of superficial
values. Madame Loisel’s desire for wealth and status contrasts sharply with her husband's practical
and modest nature. Madame Forestier serves as a catalyst in the plot, her role pivotal in the story’s
twist ending. Each character’s personality and decisions contribute significantly to the unfolding
tragedy.



Madame Mathilde Loisel: Character Analysis
Madame Mathilde Loisel is the protagonist of "The Necklace" and the most developed of the
necklace maupassant characters. She is portrayed as a beautiful but dissatisfied woman who dreams
of luxury and high society life. Her character embodies vanity and discontent, which ultimately lead
to her downfall. Mathilde’s obsession with appearances and social standing drives the plot and
symbolizes the theme of illusion versus reality.

Personality Traits of Mathilde Loisel
Mathilde is characterized by her longing for wealth and luxury, traits that make her unhappy with
her modest life. She is sensitive to social status and deeply ashamed of her middle-class existence.
Her pride is so strong that she borrows a seemingly expensive necklace to appear affluent at a high-
society event. This decision marks the beginning of her tragic journey.

Mathilde’s Motivations and Consequences
Her desire to impress others and maintain a facade of wealth leads to the loss of the necklace, which
she believes to be valuable. This loss results in years of hardship and poverty as she and her
husband repay the debt incurred to replace the necklace. Mathilde’s story is a cautionary tale about
the perils of vanity and the societal pressures that compel individuals to conceal their true
circumstances.

Monsieur Loisel: Character Traits and Role
Monsieur Loisel, the husband of Mathilde, is one of the key necklace maupassant characters. Unlike
his wife, he is content with a modest lifestyle and works as a clerk to support their household. His
practicality and selflessness contrast with Mathilde’s vanity, highlighting different responses to
social limitations. Monsieur Loisel’s character underscores themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and humility.

Role as a Supportive Spouse
Despite his wife’s dissatisfaction, Monsieur Loisel remains devoted and supportive throughout the
story. He sacrifices his savings and even his comfort to replace the lost necklace, demonstrating his
commitment to Mathilde’s happiness. His character serves as a foil to Mathilde, emphasizing her
flaws and the consequences of her actions.

Character Attributes and Symbolism
Monsieur Loisel’s attributes of patience and hard work symbolize the dignity of honest labor and the
virtues of acceptance. He represents the lower middle class, content with simple pleasures,
contrasting sharply with Mathilde’s unrealistic aspirations. His role is essential in portraying the
emotional and financial toll that the necklace incident imposes on the couple.



Madame Forestier: Influence and Importance
Madame Forestier is a secondary but crucial character among the necklace maupassant characters.
She is Mathilde’s wealthy friend from whom Mathilde borrows the necklace. Madame Forestier’s
role is pivotal in the story’s ironic twist, as the necklace turns out to be a fake. Her character
embodies generosity and social privilege, albeit unknowingly contributing to the Loisel couple’s
misfortune.

Character Description and Social Standing
Madame Forestier is depicted as affluent and gracious, living a lifestyle that Mathilde envies. Her
generosity in lending the necklace without suspicion reflects the trust and friendship between her
and Mathilde. However, her obliviousness to the necklace’s value contrasts with Mathilde’s
assumptions and highlights the theme of appearances versus reality.

Impact on the Story's Outcome
Madame Forestier’s role culminates in the shocking revelation that the necklace was an imitation.
This discovery after years of hardship exposes the tragic irony at the heart of the story. Her
character, therefore, serves as a narrative device to underline the futility of the Loisels’ sacrifices
and the dangers of superficial judgments.

Supporting Characters and Their Impact
While the necklace maupassant characters focus mainly on the Loisels and Madame Forestier,
several minor characters contribute to the story’s social context and thematic development. These
include the servants, jewelers, and guests at the ball, each reflecting aspects of 19th-century
Parisian society. Their presence enriches the narrative and helps frame the Loisels’ struggles within
a broader social environment.

List of Notable Supporting Characters

The Servant: Represents the working class and household routine, contrasting with Mathilde’s
fantasies.

The Jewelry Shop Owner: Symbolizes commercialism and the material value placed on
appearances.

Guests at the Ball: Illustrate the elite social circle that Mathilde desperately wishes to join.



Function of Supporting Characters
These characters, though not deeply explored, serve to highlight the social divide and the pressures
faced by the Loisels. They help emphasize the themes of class disparity and the consequences of
pride within a rigid social hierarchy. Their roles support the main narrative by providing context and
enhancing the realism of the story’s setting.

Thematic Significance of the Characters
The necklace maupassant characters collectively embody the central themes of the story, including
vanity, deception, social class, and irony. Each character’s traits and decisions reflect different
facets of these themes, making them essential to the story’s moral and emotional resonance. The
interplay between the characters reveals the dangers of valuing appearances over reality.

Characters as Symbols
Mathilde Loisel symbolizes the dangers of vanity and social ambition. Monsieur Loisel represents
humility and sacrifice. Madame Forestier embodies generosity and social privilege. Together, they
create a narrative that critiques societal values and exposes the tragic consequences of pride and
false appearances.

Role in Conveying Moral Lessons
The characters’ experiences serve as a vehicle for Maupassant’s moral message: the pursuit of
status and material wealth can lead to unnecessary suffering. The ironic twist at the end of the story,
made possible by the characters’ actions and decisions, reinforces the importance of honesty and
contentment. The necklace maupassant characters thus play a vital role in delivering this timeless
lesson.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main character in 'The Necklace' by Maupassant?
The main character in 'The Necklace' is Mathilde Loisel, a woman who dreams of a luxurious life but
faces hardship due to her modest means.

What role does Monsieur Loisel play in 'The Necklace'?
Monsieur Loisel is Mathilde's supportive husband who works hard to provide for her, even
sacrificing his own comfort to replace a lost necklace.



How is Madame Forestier important in 'The Necklace'?
Madame Forestier is Mathilde's wealthy friend who lends her the diamond necklace, which Mathilde
loses, triggering the story's central conflict.

What are the main traits of Mathilde Loisel's character?
Mathilde is portrayed as vain, materialistic, and dissatisfied with her social status, which leads her
to borrow the necklace and ultimately face tragic consequences.

Does Monsieur Loisel have any significant character
development in the story?
Monsieur Loisel shows loyalty and resilience, as he agrees to replace the necklace and works
tirelessly for many years to repay the debt incurred.

How do the characters’ social statuses influence the story in
'The Necklace'?
Mathilde's middle-class status and desire to appear wealthy drive the plot, highlighting themes of
pride, appearance, and the consequences of dishonesty.

Are there any minor characters in 'The Necklace' who impact
the story?
The story focuses mainly on Mathilde, Monsieur Loisel, and Madame Forestier, with few minor
characters playing significant roles.

What is the significance of the relationship between Mathilde
and Madame Forestier?
Their relationship underscores themes of friendship and deception, as Mathilde borrows the
necklace from Madame Forestier but remains unaware of its true value.

How do Maupassant's characters in 'The Necklace' reflect the
story’s themes?
The characters embody themes of vanity, pride, and social ambition, with Mathilde’s character
illustrating the dangers of valuing appearance over reality.

What lesson do the characters in 'The Necklace' teach
readers?
Through the characters' experiences, readers learn about the pitfalls of dishonesty, the
consequences of materialism, and the value of honesty and contentment.



Additional Resources
1. The Necklace and Other Tales
This collection features Guy de Maupassant's famous short story "The Necklace" alongside other
poignant tales. It explores themes of vanity, pride, and the consequences of deceit through richly
drawn characters. Readers gain insight into human nature and social dynamics of 19th-century
France.

2. Madame Loisel’s Dilemma
A fictional novel expanding on the life of Mathilde Loisel, the protagonist of "The Necklace." It
delves into her inner struggles with social ambition and the impact of her choices on her identity.
The book offers a deeper psychological portrait and explores what might have happened after the
story ends.

3. Gilded Lies: Stories of Vanity and Deception
This anthology collects stories inspired by Maupassant’s themes, including characters who grapple
with appearances and truth. Each narrative examines the cost of pride and the masks people wear in
society. It’s a compelling look at human flaws through the lens of literary fiction.

4. The Borrowed Necklace
A contemporary retelling of Maupassant’s classic, set in modern Paris. It follows a young woman
who borrows an expensive necklace for a gala, only to face unexpected repercussions. The novel
updates the original’s moral lessons for today’s world of social media and materialism.

5. Echoes of Maupassant: Character Studies
This critical work analyzes the characters from "The Necklace" and other Maupassant stories in
depth. It explores their motivations, social contexts, and symbolic meanings. Scholars and readers
interested in character-driven literature will find rich insights here.

6. Shattered Glamour
A dramatic novel focusing on the lives of women affected by societal expectations and material
desires, inspired by Mathilde Loisel’s story. It portrays the tension between personal dreams and
harsh realities. The book highlights the emotional and social costs of chasing superficial beauty.

7. Threads of Fate: Tales of Chance and Consequence
This collection features stories revolving around pivotal moments and decisions, much like the
fateful choice in "The Necklace." Characters face dilemmas that alter their lives in unexpected ways.
The book emphasizes how small actions can have profound effects.

8. Parisian Shadows: Lives Behind the Glitter
Set in 19th-century Paris, this novel uncovers the hidden lives of those who strive to appear wealthy
and successful. Inspired by Maupassant’s detailed social observations, it portrays characters caught
between reality and illusion. The story reveals the often painful cost of maintaining façades.

9. The Cost of Pride
A narrative exploring the theme of pride through interconnected stories, including a retelling of "The
Necklace." Each character’s journey reveals how pride can lead to downfall or redemption. The book
is a meditation on humility, honesty, and the human condition.
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2. During the freshmen year the forming of correct language habits is by far the most important
thing. 3. The teacher should give the student very early a clear-cut notion as to what constitutes
criticism. 4. As the course continues, the student should do more and more revising before
submitting a theme to the teacher's criticism. 5. The students time is precious. They should be given
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are capable. 7. It is best to begin with a course with freshmen slowly -- even in an elementary
manner -- with something that is easily within their comprehension.
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be using. It brings the various practices of reading and writing together in a practical and useful
way. -Betty Ann Collinge, Kindergarten/First Grade Teacher Green Acres Elementary School, North
Haven, CT This book′s major strengths include straightforward writing, clear discussion of topics,
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Combining narratological and stylistic methods, this book theorizes dual narrative dynamics
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interpretation of literary works. In narratives with such dynamics, writers work simultaneously with
overt and covert trajectories of signification, establishing a range of relationships between them.
The two parallel narrative movements may complement, contradict or even subvert each other, and
these relationships significantly influence readers’ understanding not just of events but also of
characters, themes, and aesthetic values. The book provides a systematic theoretical account of such
previously neglected dual narrative dynamics, substantiated and enriched by the textual analysis of
works by Ambrose Bierce, Kate Chopin, Franz Kafka, and Katherine Mansfield. The study explores
the many ways that these authors have used dual dynamics to increase the power of their narratives.
In addition, the book identifies the challenges such dual dynamics present not only for narratology
but also for stylistics and translation studies, and it develops sound and provocative proposals for
meeting those challenges. In taking an interdisciplinary approach, this book will appeal to scholars
and students in the fields of narrative and literary theory, literary criticism, literary stylistics, and
translation studies.
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Perception invites students on a philosophical exploration of the themes of truth and perception.
Lessons include a major emphasis on rigorous evidence-based discourse through the study of
common themes and content-rich, challenging informational and fictional texts. This unit, developed
by Vanderbilt University's Programs for Talented Youth and aligned to the Common Core State
Standards (CCSS), applies concepts from Plato's Allegory of the Cave to guide students to discover
how reality is presented and interpreted in fiction, nonfiction, art, and media. Students engage in
activities such as Socratic seminars, literary analyses, skits, and art projects, and creative writing to
understand differing perceptions of reality. Lessons include close readings with text-dependent
questions, choice-based differentiated products, rubrics, formative assessments, and ELA tasks that
require students to analyze texts for rhetorical features, literary elements, and themes through
argument, explanatory, and prose-constructed writing. Ideal for pre-AP and honors courses, the unit
features art from M.C. Escher and Vincent Van Gogh, short stories from Guy de Maupassant and
Shirley Jackson, longer texts by Daniel Keyes and Ray Bradbury, and informational texts related to
sociology, Nazi propaganda, and Christopher Columbus. This unit encourages students to translate
learning to real-life contexts and problems by exploring themes of disillusionment, social deception,
and the power of perception. Grades 6-8
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1995-02-15 Master the Elements of the Writing Workshop The great paradox of the writing life is
that to be a good writer, you must be both interested in the world around you and comfortable
working in solitude for hours on end. Fiction Writer's Workshop is designed to help you foster a
strong sense of independence–of being and thinking on your own, of becoming self-evaluative
without being self-critical–in order to accomplish what others seek in classroom groups. In this
comprehensive guide, award-winning writer and teacher Josip Novakovich explores every aspect of
the art of fiction and provides all the tools and techniques you'll need to develop day-to-day
discipline as well as a personal writing style, such as: • More than 100 writing exercises, including
dozens that are new to this edition, that challenge you to experiment with diverse writing styles •
Specific statements of purpose for each exercise, to help guide you and instruct you at every step of
the creative process • Self-critique questions to help you assess your work and identify strengths
and weaknesses before moving on to the next lesson • The full text of eight acclaimed short stories,
with analysis and exercises, to provide models for your own writing and help reinforce the lessons
you've learned The practical, insightful methods offered in this workshop will clarify your voice,



broaden your perspective, and strengthen your fiction.
  the necklace maupassant characters: Narrative Technique Thomas H. Uzzell, Camelia Waite
Uzzell, Walter B. Pitkin, 1923 The purpose of this book is to outline a method of literary training. It
aims to provide systematic discipline in the handling of narrative materials ... for college students of
English composition ...--Pref.
  the necklace maupassant characters: Types of Prose Narratives Harriott Ely Fansler, 1911
  the necklace maupassant characters: Creative Writing Julia Casterton, 2005-04-20 This book
is a practical guide to creative writing, providing advice on style and form, and help with developing
work to be read or heard and how to get published. Drawing on interviews with other writers, and
her own long experience as a poet and tutor, Julia Casterton examines many kinds of writing -
autobiography, poetry, dialogue, short stories, writing for screen and longer fiction. The third edition
includes three completely new chapters, covering preparing poetry for performance and publication,
writing your own myth and how to do research. This final chapter will be based on interviews with a
novelist, poet and script-writer and will provide a checklist of the stages needed to research a story,
poem, novel or film.
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Rack, where you'll find women's necklaces for up to 70% off
Shop Women's Necklaces | Jared Shop necklaces for women at Jared. Browse necklaces in styles
fit for any occasion
Necklaces for Women in 14k Gold, Silver, 18k Gold Vermeil Shop Mejuri’s fine necklaces for
women in 14k gold, sterling silver, 18k gold vermeil & diamond styles. Find chains, pearl pendants
& everyday elegant designs
Necklaces For Women | Crosses, Chokers & More | H&M US Add some bling to your look with
our necklaces for women. Whether you want to go bold or discreet, we have the ideal accessories to
top off your look: from velvet chokers and romantic
Shop All Necklace Styles | Kay Find that perfect necklace for any occasion. Explore everything
you need to know from different necklace styles and more at Kay
Women's Necklaces - Nordstrom Find a great selection of Women's Necklaces at Nordstrom.com.
From brands like Kendra Scott, Kate Spade, Bony Levy, David Yurman, and more. Shop styles like
initial, pendant, layered
Necklaces - Kendra Scott Discover on-trend women's necklaces like pendants, chokers, and chain
necklaces. Shop pieces in a variety of metals and stones to suite any occasion
: Necklaces Explore necklaces at Amazon - dainty pendants, layered chains, and trendy chokers in
14k gold, sterling silver, and premium materials
Necklaces & Pendants for Women | Tiffany & Co. US Explore Tiffany’s collection of expertly
crafted necklaces and pendants, such as chain, lariat, pearl and diamond necklaces, perfect for
every day or special occasions
Necklaces - Etsy There are many different necklace styles, from simple chains both long and short
to top necklace styles with intricate details and perfect personalization. Here are just a few of the
most popular
Women's Necklaces | Nordstrom Rack Accessorize your style with necklaces from Nordstrom
Rack, where you'll find women's necklaces for up to 70% off
Shop Women's Necklaces | Jared Shop necklaces for women at Jared. Browse necklaces in styles
fit for any occasion
Necklaces for Women in 14k Gold, Silver, 18k Gold Vermeil Shop Mejuri’s fine necklaces for
women in 14k gold, sterling silver, 18k gold vermeil & diamond styles. Find chains, pearl pendants
& everyday elegant designs
Necklaces For Women | Crosses, Chokers & More | H&M US Add some bling to your look with
our necklaces for women. Whether you want to go bold or discreet, we have the ideal accessories to
top off your look: from velvet chokers and romantic
Shop All Necklace Styles | Kay Find that perfect necklace for any occasion. Explore everything
you need to know from different necklace styles and more at Kay

Back to Home: http://www.speargroupllc.com

http://www.speargroupllc.com

