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two kinds amy tan characters are central to understanding the themes and narrative of
Amy Tan's renowned short story "Two Kinds." This story, part of her celebrated book *The
Joy Luck Club*, explores the complex relationship between a Chinese immigrant mother
and her American-born daughter. The characters in "Two Kinds" embody the cultural
conflicts and generational clashes that many immigrant families experience. Analyzing
these characters provides insight into the story's exploration of identity, ambition, and
rebellion. This article delves deeply into the main characters, their traits, motivations, and
development throughout the story. It also discusses how these characters represent
broader themes relevant to Amy Tan’s works and immigrant experiences in America.
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Overview of the Main Characters
The story "Two Kinds" centers primarily on two characters: Jing-mei (also known as June)
Woo and her mother. These characters represent two contrasting perspectives shaped by
culture, expectations, and personal desires. Jing-mei is a young Chinese American girl
striving for independence and self-identity, while her mother embodies the immigrant
dream of success and assimilation through hard work and sacrifice. The dynamic between
these two characters drives the plot and highlights the emotional tension in the narrative.

Additionally, the story includes minor characters who influence or reflect aspects of Jing-
mei’s journey, providing context and depth to the primary conflict. Understanding the
main characters requires examining their backgrounds, personalities, and key moments in
the story.

Character Analysis of Jing-mei (June) Woo

Personality and Traits
Jing-mei Woo is portrayed as a headstrong and independent young girl who struggles
under the weight of her mother's high expectations. She is intelligent and sensitive but
resists being molded into the "perfect prodigy" her mother desires. Jing-mei's character
reflects the tension between conformity and individuality, a common theme in immigrant



narratives.

Relationship with Her Mother
The relationship between Jing-mei and her mother is fraught with conflict and
misunderstanding. Jing-mei's resistance to her mother’s demands—whether to become a
piano prodigy or excel in other areas—is a form of rebellion against imposed identity. This
conflict illustrates the generational gap and cultural clashes that define their interactions.

Character Development
Throughout the story, Jing-mei grows from a defiant child into a more reflective adult who
gains a nuanced understanding of her mother's intentions. This maturation is symbolized
by her eventual acceptance of the piano and the memories it represents. Jing-mei's journey
is one of self-discovery and reconciliation.

Character Analysis of the Mother

Motivations and Aspirations
The mother in "Two Kinds" is characterized by her relentless ambition for her daughter to
succeed and achieve the American Dream. Having emigrated from China, she believes in
the limitless possibilities available in America and expects Jing-mei to capitalize on these
opportunities. Her motivations are rooted in hope, sacrifice, and a desire to provide a
better life.

Personality and Cultural Influence
Firm and sometimes unyielding, the mother’s personality reflects traditional Chinese
values emphasizing discipline, respect, and achievement. Her cultural background shapes
her worldview and parenting style, which clashes with Jing-mei’s American upbringing and
desire for autonomy.

Role in the Story
The mother serves as both antagonist and sympathetic figure. While she imposes strict
demands, her actions stem from love and concern for her daughter’s future. Her role
highlights the complexities of immigrant parenthood and the difficulties in balancing
cultural heritage with assimilation.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles
While Jing-mei and her mother dominate the narrative, other characters contribute to the
story’s depth and context. These include family members, teachers, and acquaintances
who influence or witness the evolving mother-daughter relationship.



Mr. Chong: Jing-mei’s piano teacher, who is deaf and symbolizes the challenges
Jing-mei faces in her piano lessons and the expectations placed on her.

Jing-mei’s siblings: Though not heavily featured, their presence adds to the family
dynamic and contrasts Jing-mei’s unique struggles.

Neighbors and community members: They represent societal pressures and the
cultural environment in which the mother and daughter navigate their identities.

These supporting characters provide additional perspectives on the main conflict and
enrich the story’s portrayal of cultural assimilation and familial expectations.

Thematic Significance of the Characters
The characters in "Two Kinds" are not only central to the plot but also embody the story’s
major themes. The mother and Jing-mei symbolize the clash between traditional values
and modern American identity, illustrating the immigrant experience’s complexity.

Key themes reflected through the characters include:

Identity and Self-Acceptance: Jing-mei’s struggle to define herself beyond her1.
mother’s aspirations.

Generational Conflict: The differing values and expectations between immigrant2.
parents and their American-born children.

The American Dream: The mother’s belief in opportunity and success, contrasted3.
with the realities and pressures faced by her daughter.

Love and Sacrifice: The mother’s demanding nature is rooted in love and hope for4.
Jing-mei’s future, despite misunderstandings.

Through these characters, Amy Tan effectively explores the emotional and cultural
complexities that define immigrant family relationships, making "Two Kinds" a poignant
and relatable narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the main characters in Amy Tan's 'Two Kinds'?
The main characters in 'Two Kinds' are Jing-mei Woo, the narrator, and her mother, who is
determined for her daughter to become a prodigy.



What is the relationship between Jing-mei and her
mother in 'Two Kinds'?
Jing-mei and her mother have a complex relationship characterized by high expectations
and conflict, as her mother pushes her to excel while Jing-mei struggles with her own
identity and desires.

How does Jing-mei's character evolve throughout 'Two
Kinds'?
Jing-mei evolves from a compliant and hopeful child trying to please her mother to a more
independent individual who asserts her own voice and ultimately comes to understand her
mother's intentions.

What role does Jing-mei's mother play in shaping the
story of 'Two Kinds'?
Jing-mei's mother is a driving force in the story, representing immigrant ambitions and the
desire for success, which leads to tension and growth in their mother-daughter
relationship.

How do the characters in 'Two Kinds' reflect themes of
cultural identity?
The characters embody cultural identity struggles, with Jing-mei caught between her
Chinese heritage and American upbringing, highlighting generational and cultural
conflicts.

Why does Jing-mei resist her mother's plans for her in
'Two Kinds'?
Jing-mei resists because she wants to find her own path and resents being pressured into
fulfilling her mother's dreams rather than pursuing her own interests.

What is the significance of the piano in the relationship
between Jing-mei and her mother?
The piano symbolizes the mother's expectations and Jing-mei's rebellion; it is both a tool
for control and a representation of Jing-mei's eventual understanding and reconciliation
with her mother's hopes.

Additional Resources
1. The Joy Luck Club
This novel explores the intricate relationships between Chinese-American daughters and



their immigrant mothers. It delves into themes of cultural identity, generational conflict,
and the struggles of assimilation. Amy Tan masterfully portrays the complexities of family
bonds and the impact of heritage on personal identity.

2. The Kitchen God's Wife
Focusing on the story of a Chinese immigrant woman and her American-born daughter,
this book reveals hidden family secrets and the resilience of women through adversity. It
examines the clash between traditional Chinese values and contemporary American life.
The narrative is rich with emotional depth and historical context.

3. The Hundred Secret Senses
This novel centers on the relationship between two half-sisters, one American and one
Chinese, who navigate the boundaries of memory, culture, and supernatural beliefs. It
highlights the power of storytelling and the quest for understanding between generations.
The characters’ journeys emphasize acceptance and the blending of Eastern and Western
perspectives.

4. The Bonesetter's Daughter
Exploring the life of a Chinese-American woman uncovering her mother’s past, this story
delves into themes of memory, trauma, and reconciliation. It contrasts the experiences of
immigrant parents with their children’s struggles in America. The book poignantly depicts
the sacrifices made across generations.

5. Saving Fish from Drowning
Though somewhat different from Tan’s typical mother-daughter focus, this novel still
features characters grappling with identity and cultural misunderstandings. It tells the
story of a group of American tourists in Burma and their unexpected encounters with local
traditions. The narrative blends humor with thoughtful cultural observations.

6. The Valley of Amazement
Set in early 20th-century Shanghai, this book follows a mother and daughter separated by
circumstance and reunited through a shared quest for identity. The story navigates
themes of love, betrayal, and the complexities of female relationships against a backdrop
of societal change. Amy Tan’s rich historical detail enhances the emotional impact.

7. Rules of the Game (a short story from "The Joy Luck Club")
This story focuses on a young Chinese-American girl and her mother’s expectations as she
learns to excel in the world of chess. It illustrates the push and pull between cultural pride
and personal ambition. The narrative captures the nuances of mother-daughter dynamics
in immigrant families.

8. Two Kinds (a short story from "The Joy Luck Club")
In this story, a mother’s high hopes for her daughter lead to conflict and eventual
understanding. It highlights the tension between parental expectations and a child’s
desire for independence. The characters embody the universal struggle of balancing
heritage with self-expression.

9. A Pair of Tickets (a short story from "The Joy Luck Club")
This narrative follows a woman’s journey to China to meet her half-sisters and embrace
her cultural roots. It explores themes of identity, belonging, and the reconciliation of past
and present. The story beautifully captures the emotional complexity of reconnecting with



one’s heritage.
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