the bean trees themes

the bean trees themes encompass a range of important social, cultural, and personal issues
explored in Barbara Kingsolver’s novel, The Bean Trees. This novel delves deeply into themes such as
identity, family, resilience, and the human connection to nature. Through the journey of the
protagonist, Taylor Greer, the narrative examines the transformative power of relationships and the
struggle for self-discovery. The book also highlights issues of immigration, social justice, and
motherhood, weaving these elements into a compelling story of growth and empowerment. This
article will provide an in-depth analysis of the primary themes in The Bean Trees, revealing how they
contribute to the novel’s enduring relevance and impact in contemporary literature.
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Identity and Self-Discovery

One of the central the bean trees themes is the exploration of identity and self-discovery. The
protagonist, Taylor Greer, embarks on a physical and emotional journey that leads her to understand
more about who she is and what she values. This theme reflects the universal quest for personal
meaning and the challenges of growing up and finding one’s place in the world.

Taylor’s Journey

Taylor’s decision to leave her hometown and start anew symbolizes a break from her past and an

opportunity to redefine herself. Throughout the novel, her encounters with diverse characters and
experiences broaden her perspective and help her develop a more complex sense of identity. The
theme emphasizes the fluidity of identity and the idea that personal growth is an ongoing process.

Impact of Environment on Identity

The novel also explores how the environment and community influence identity formation. Taylor’'s
move from Kentucky to Arizona introduces her to new cultural and social realities, which play a critical
role in shaping her evolving sense of self. The contrast between rural and urban settings enriches this
theme by illustrating the dynamic relationship between place and personal identity.



Family and Chosen Connections

The theme of family in The Bean Trees extends beyond biological ties to include chosen families and
community bonds. The novel challenges traditional notions of family, emphasizing the importance of
support, love, and mutual care in forming meaningful relationships.

Nontraditional Families

The characters in the novel frequently form families based on shared experiences and emotional
connections rather than blood relations. Taylor’'s adoption of Turtle, a young Native American girl,
highlights the creation of a new family unit grounded in responsibility and affection. This theme
underscores the novel’s message that family can be defined in diverse and inclusive ways.

Community Support

Community plays a vital role in supporting individuals through hardships and personal struggles. The
friendships and alliances Taylor forms, especially with characters like Lou Ann and Mattie,
demonstrate how chosen connections provide strength and resilience. This aspect of the theme
illustrates the social networks that help sustain people in difficult times.

Resilience and Personal Growth

Resilience is a prominent the bean trees themes that runs throughout the narrative. Characters
face numerous challenges, including poverty, displacement, and trauma, yet they persist and grow
stronger. The novel presents resilience as a critical human quality that enables survival and
transformation.

Overcoming Adversity

Taylor’s story is marked by her ability to confront and overcome obstacles. Her resilience is evident in
her determination to protect Turtle and build a stable life despite uncertain circumstances. The theme
highlights how adversity can foster strength, courage, and adaptability.

Emotional and Psychological Growth

Personal growth in the novel is not only physical but also emotional and psychological. Characters
learn to cope with their pasts, develop empathy, and embrace change. The depiction of this growth
emphasizes that resilience involves mental and emotional endurance as well as practical problem-
solving.



Motherhood and Responsibility

Motherhood emerges as a significant theme in The Bean Trees, portrayed in various forms that
challenge conventional ideas about maternal roles. The novel explores the complexities of
motherhood, including sacrifice, protection, and nurturing beyond biological connections.

Taylor as a Mother Figure

Taylor’s sudden role as Turtle’s guardian thrusts her into an unexpected form of motherhood. Her
journey illustrates the responsibilities and emotional bonds inherent in caring for a child, regardless of
biological relation. This theme examines the transformative power of motherhood and its impact on
identity and life choices.

Alternative Motherhood Models

The novel also presents alternative models of motherhood through characters like Mattie and Lou
Ann, who each navigate motherhood differently. These portrayals broaden the understanding of what
it means to be a mother, highlighting themes of independence, community support, and the
challenges faced by women.

Immigration and Social Justice

Issues of immigration and social justice are integral to the the bean trees themes, reflecting the
novel’s engagement with real-world concerns. The narrative addresses the struggles faced by
immigrants and marginalized communities, emphasizing empathy and advocacy.

Portrayal of Immigrant Experiences

The novel introduces characters who are immigrants or refugees, depicting their hardships, hopes,
and resilience. These stories bring attention to the social and political realities of immigration,
including legal challenges and cultural displacement. This theme encourages readers to consider the
human dimension of immigration debates.

Advocacy and Activism

The characters’ involvement in social justice efforts, particularly in supporting immigrant rights and
addressing systemic inequalities, highlights the importance of activism. The novel promotes
awareness and compassion, suggesting that social change is possible through collective action and
personal commitment.



Connection to Nature and the Environment

The natural world features prominently in The Bean Trees, symbolizing growth, renewal, and
interconnectedness. The relationship between humans and the environment is a subtle but persistent
theme that enriches the novel’s exploration of life and identity.

Symbolism of the Bean Trees

The bean trees themselves symbolize resilience and hope, growing strong even in challenging
conditions. This imagery reflects the characters’ own struggles and capacity for renewal. The natural
metaphor underscores the theme of perseverance and the cycles of life.

Environmental Awareness

The novel also touches on environmental awareness by portraying the landscape as a vital part of the
characters’ experiences. The respect for nature and its rhythms encourages a broader understanding
of humanity’s place within the ecosystem, reinforcing themes of balance and sustainability.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes in ‘'The Bean Trees' by Barbara
Kingsolver?

The main themes include motherhood and family, resilience and survival, identity and self-discovery,
social justice and immigration, and the importance of community.

How does ‘'The Bean Trees' explore the theme of motherhood?

'The Bean Trees' explores motherhood through Taylor Greer’s unexpected role as a caretaker to
Turtle, highlighting non-traditional family structures and the nurturing bonds that form beyond



biological ties.

In what way does resilience play a role in 'The Bean Trees'?

Resilience is central to the novel, as characters like Taylor and Turtle overcome significant hardships
and challenges, demonstrating strength and adaptability in the face of adversity.

How is the theme of identity portrayed in 'The Bean Trees'?

Identity is portrayed through Taylor’s journey from a small-town girl to a confident woman who
embraces her role as a mother and advocate, reflecting self-discovery and personal growth.

What role does social justice play in 'The Bean Trees'?

Social justice is a key theme, with the novel addressing issues such as immigrant rights, domestic
abuse, and the struggles of marginalized communities, advocating empathy and activism.

How does community influence the characters in 'The Bean
Trees'?

Community provides support and strength to the characters, showing how connections with others
help them heal, grow, and navigate their challenges.

What is the significance of immigration as a theme in 'The
Bean Trees'?

Immigration is significant as it highlights Turtle’s background and the broader struggles faced by
undocumented immigrants, emphasizing themes of belonging and protection.

How does Barbara Kingsolver use nature to support themes in
‘The Bean Trees'?

Nature imagery, such as the bean trees themselves, symbolizes growth, renewal, and the
interconnectedness of life, reinforcing themes of resilience and hope.

In ‘The Bean Trees,' how is the theme of survival depicted?

Survival is depicted through the characters’ efforts to overcome physical and emotional hardships,
showing their determination to build better lives despite difficult circumstances.

What message does ‘The Bean Trees' convey about family?

The novel conveys that family is defined by love, care, and commitment rather than blood relations,
highlighting chosen family as a powerful and nurturing force.



Additional Resources

1. The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver

This novel follows Taylor Greer, a young woman who escapes her small town in Kentucky and ends up
caring for a Native American child she names Turtle. Themes of motherhood, resilience, and the
search for identity are explored as Taylor builds a new life in Tucson, Arizona. The story highlights the
importance of community and kindness in overcoming adversity.

2. The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver

Set in the Belgian Congo, this novel depicts the Price family's missionary experience and the cultural
clashes they endure. Themes of colonialism, family dynamics, and environmental awareness are
central to the narrative. Like The Bean Trees, it features strong female characters grappling with
identity and moral responsibility.

3. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

This story centers on Kya Clark, a young girl abandoned in the marshlands of North Carolina, who
grows up isolated but deeply connected to nature. Themes of loneliness, survival, and the human
connection to the natural world resonate throughout the book. Similar to The Bean Trees, it explores
the resilience of a young woman against challenging circumstances.

4. Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver

This novel deals with climate change and social issues in a rural Appalachian community. It follows
Dellarobia Turnbow, a discontented housewife who discovers a miracle of migrating monarch
butterflies, prompting a journey of self-discovery and activism. The book shares themes of
environmental awareness and personal transformation with The Bean Trees.

5. Push by Sapphire

A powerful and raw narrative about Precious, an abused African American teenager who fights to
reclaim her life through education and self-worth. The themes of overcoming hardship, the search for
identity, and the importance of support systems parallel those in The Bean Trees. Both novels
emphasize the strength found in resilience and human connection.

6. The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

This coming-of-age novel uses a series of vignettes to portray the life of Esperanza Cordero, a young
Latina girl growing up in Chicago. Themes of cultural identity, gender roles, and the desire for a better
life are prominent. Like The Bean Trees, it highlights the struggles and hopes of young women
navigating complex social landscapes.

7. Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

This novel explores the immigrant experience through Ifemelu, a Nigerian woman who moves to the
United States and confronts issues of race, identity, and belonging. Themes of self-discovery and
cultural adaptation resonate similarly to those in The Bean Trees. Both stories emphasize personal
growth amidst societal challenges.

8. Room by Emma Donoghue

Told from the perspective of a five-year-old boy held captive with his mother, this novel explores
themes of freedom, trauma, and the bond between mother and child. The story’s focus on resilience
and healing connects with the maternal themes in The Bean Trees. Both novels portray the strength
and determination needed to overcome life’s greatest obstacles.

9. The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd



Set in the American South during the 1960s, this novel follows Lily Owens as she searches for the
truth about her mother and finds solace in a community of strong women. Themes of motherhood,
racial tension, and female empowerment align closely with those in The Bean Trees. The story
highlights the power of forgiveness and the importance of chosen families.
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the bean trees themes: The Bean Trees (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes,
2014-08-12 The Bean Trees (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Barbara Kingsolver Making the
reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new
breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a
review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying
and writing papers.

the bean trees themes: A Study Guide for Barbara Kingsolver's The Bean Trees Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide for Barbara Kingsolver's The Bean Trees, excerpted
from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

the bean trees themes: Barbara Kingsolver Mary J. Demarr, 1999-08-30 Barbara Kingsolver
wears the feminist mantle with joyful pride, and her spirited embrace of political themes is
contagious. Responding to richly-drawn heroines along their journeys to do right by family and
community, readers embrace Kingsolver's political novels, making them bestsellers. From the
haunting Arizona landscape of Kingsolver's early trilogy of novels, to the lush African jungle that sets
the scene in her latest, The Poisonwood Bible, Kingsolver weaves colorful tapestries with vivid prose,
exceptional intelligence, and unexpected humor. DeMarr's comprehensive treatment covers not only
Kingsolver's four novels, each with its own chapter, but also discusses with considerable insight her
background as a feminist, as a journalist, and, most importantly, as a humanist. Introducing readers
to Kingsolver, DeMarr devotes a chapter to her life and work, showing how the two are deeply
intertwined. While Kingsolver's writing is never strictly autobiographical, the well-researched
section on politics and genre discusses how experiences in Kingsolver's own life and in her work as a
political journalist have influenced her fiction writing. In addition to the celebrated novels that
readers have come to love: The Bean Trees, Pigs in Heaven, Animal Dreams, and The Poisonwood
Bible, as well as the poems and short stories, DeMarr covers the nonfiction: the essays and political
writings. A full chapter analyzes each novel in terms of plot and character development, thematic
content, symbolism, and the importance of place and language. Students and fans of Kingsolver will
find this work, including its well-organized bibliography, accessible and interesting.

the bean trees themes: Reading, Learning, Teaching Barbara Kingsolver Paul Lee
Thomas, 2005 Our English classrooms are often only as vibrant as the literature that we teach. This
book explores the writing of contemporary American author, Barbara Kingsolver, who offers readers
and students engaging fiction, nonfiction, and poetry that confront the reader and the world. Here,
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teachers will find an introduction to the works of Kingsolver and an opportunity to explore how to
bring those works into the classroom as a part of the reading and writing curriculum. This volume
attempts to confront what we teach and how we teach as English teachers through the vivid texts
Kingsolver offers her readers.

the bean trees themes: Women in Literature Jerilyn Fisher, Ellen Silber, 2003-06-30 With the
literary canon consisting mostly of works created by and about men, the central perspective is
decidedly male. This unique reference offers alternate approaches to reading traditional literature,
as well as suggestions for expanding the canon to include more gender sensitive works. Covering 96
of the most frequently taught works of fiction, essays offer teachers, librarians, and students fresh
insights into the female perspective in literature. The list of titles, created in consultation with
educators, includes classic works by male authors like Dickens, Faulkner, and Twain, balanced with
works by female authors such as Kate Chopin's The Awakening and Mary Shelley's Frankenstein.
Also included are contemporary works by writers such as Alice Walker and Margaret Atwood that
are being incorporated into the curriculum, as well as those advancing a more global view, such as
Sandra Cisneros' House on Mango Street and Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart. The essays are
expertly written in an accessible language that will help students gain greater awareness of
gender-related themes. Suggestions for classroom discussions—with selected works for further
study—are incorporated into the entries. The volume is organized alphabetically by title and includes
both author and subject indexes. An appendix of gender-related themes further enhances this
volume's usefulness for curriculum applications and student research projects.

the bean trees themes: Adolescents in the Search for Meaning Mary L. Warner,
2006-03-03 As is painfully evident from the reports of school shootings, gang violence, dysfunctional
family life, and from statistics on adolescent suicide, many teens live troubled lives. Even those who
live a normal life still face the challenges adults face, but teens are also engaged in establishing
independence and finding their identity. However, few adolescents have the same resources as
adults for surviving life challenges. Building from the idea that story is a powerful source of
meaning, particularly those stories that resonate with our own lives, this book suggests that the
stories of other young adults offer a resource yet to be fully tapped. Adolescents in the Search for
Meaning begins from the perspective of young adults by sharing the results of a survey of over 1400
teens and also includes the insights of authors of Young Adult Literature. The book presents over
120 novels that teens have identified as meaningful as well as books recommended by YA authors
and experts in the field of YA literature. For any teacher, librarian, parent or counselor wanting to
reach young adults, this book is ideal.

the bean trees themes: Writing Arizona, 1912-2012 Kim Engel-Pearson, 2017-09-28 From the
year of Arizona’s statehood to its centennial in 2012, narratives of the state and its natural
landscape have revealed—and reconfigured—the state’s image. Through official state and federal
publications, newspapers, novels, poetry, autobiographies, and magazines, Kim Engel-Pearson
examines narratives of Arizona that reflect both a century of Euro-American dominance and a
diverse and multilayered cultural landscape. Examining the written record at twenty-five-year
intervals, Writing Arizona, 1912-2012 shows us how the state was created through the writings of
both its inhabitants and its visitors, from pioneer reminiscences of settling the desert to modern
stories of homelessness, and from early-twentieth-century Native American “as-told-to”
autobiographies to those written in Natives’ own words in the 1970s and 1980s. Weaving together
these written accounts, Engel-Pearson demonstrates how government leaders’ and boosters’
promotion of tourism—often at the expense of minority groups and the environment—was swiftly
complicated by concerns about ethics, representation, and conservation. Word by word, story by
story, Engel-Pearson depicts an Arizona whose narratives reflect celebrations of diversity and calls
for conservation—yet, at the same time, a state whose constitution declares only English words
“official.” She reveals Arizona to be constructed, understood, and inhabited through narratives, a
state of words as changeable as it is timeless.

the bean trees themes: Barbara Kingsolver Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-01-24 Barbara



Kingsolver--a writer of fiction, documentary, verse and essay--supports entertaining stories with
profound themes of ecological responsibility and defense of human rights. This work is an
introduction and overview of the author's literary achievements, opening with an annotated
chronology of Kingsolver's life, activism, works, and awards, followed by a family tree. The 122
alphabetical entries in the main text provide data and analysis on characters, dates, historical
figures and events, allusions, literary motifs, and themes from Kingsolver's works, combining
insights with generous citations from primary and secondary sources. Each entry concludes with a
selected bibliography. Appendices include a timeline of events in The Poisonwood Bible, a list of 46
writing and research topics, a bibliography, and a comprehensive index.

the bean trees themes: Barbara Kingsolver's World Linda Wagner-Martin, 2024-05-16 A
revised edition of Linda Wagner-Martin's comprehensive study of the novels, stories, essays and
poetry of American author Barbara Kingsolver. Now updated so that coverage runs from
Kingsolver's first novel, The Bean Trees, through to her most recent, Demon Copperhead. Author of
the only biography of Barbara Kingsolver and of a reader's guide to The Poisonwood Bible,
Wagner-Martin has become the leading authority on this Pulitzer-prize-wining author. Here she
covers every work in Kingsolver's oeuvre, emphasizing the writer's blend of the scientific method in
which she was formally trained with her convincing understanding of the human characters that fill
her books. What Kingsolver achieves throughout all her writing is a seamless blending of the various
parts of human existence. She melds important themes through parts and pieces of the natural
world-the African snakes, the Monarch butterflies, the coyotes in Deanna Wolfe's existence.
Repeatedly Kingsolver writes to create both characters and the characters' worlds, bringing all
these pieces into masterful, and whole, realities. This edition includes two new chapters - one on her
2018 novel, Unsheltered, and the second on her 2022 novel, Demon Copperhead - and is the first
study of Kingsolver to publish since she was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2023.

the bean trees themes: Cultivating Adolescent Literacy Gregory Berry, 2017-10-04 This book
offers middle and high school teachers useful suggestions and strategies for cultivating literacy in
their classrooms, focusing primarily on the key skills of reading and writing. It discusses the nature
of standards-based education and emphasizes the power and importance of good literature in the
ELA curriculum. Included are detailed approaches to reading and writing with simple strategies for
teaching close reading of complex text, as well as textual evidence and elaboration. A variety of
sample performance tasks are included for commonly taught works of American and world literature
as well as a variety of strategies to strengthen students reading and writing skills needed for success
in college and the workplace. This book is a practical handbook for teachers, who can easily find
appropriate strategies to use in their classrooms and begin implementing them right away. It is a
useful collection of tips with suggestions and instructions for implementing effective and engaging
literacy strategies and performance tasks.

the bean trees themes: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context
Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American literature from the
early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American works and authors and
an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and engaging material into the
classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American literary history—from 1900
to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context profiles
authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements and genres through which
readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that have shaped American
writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context provides wide
coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of the diversity of modern
America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the Beats, but this work also
highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American literature, African American
literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity of American letters. A rich
selection of primary documents and background material provides indispensable information for
student research.




the bean trees themes: Pigs in Heaven (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes,
2014-08-12 Pigs in Heaven (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Barbara Kingsolver Making the
reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new
breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and
symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night
studying and writing papers

the bean trees themes: [lluminative Moments in Pacific Northwest Prose Richard W. Etulain,
2024-03-12 Richard W. Etulain examines the emergence of Pacific Northwest prose beginning in the
early nineteenth century up to the present. The book provides an introductory overview to a vast
subject through “illuminative moments” that illustrate major shifts in the literary history of the
region. The book’s focus is on novels, histories, and other nonfiction works that trace Pacific
Northwest prose in chronological order through three periods: the frontier, regional, and
post-regional eras. Etulain provides extensive coverage of the writings of notable authors, including
novelists Frederic Homer Balch and Mary Hallock Foote, offering an understanding of frontier
romantic and Local Color Writers. He also explores the works of H. G. Merriam and novelist H. L.
Davis, illustrating regional prose writings. Finally, Etulain includes a panoply of writers who
exemplify an emphasis on gender, race and ethnicity, and environmental texts from the post-WWII
period. [lluminative Moments in Pacific Northwest Prose delivers a first-time overview of the
region’s literary contributions that will interest both scholars and general readers alike.

the bean trees themes: 100 Must-read Life-Changing Books Nick Rennison, 2008-09-25
Novels which transform our ideas about human possibilities, biographies which celebrate the
achievements of extraordinary individuals, polemical works of non-fiction which oblige us to alter
our views of the world or of human society: all of us can remember reading at least one book which
made us think about the world anew. Here, the author of the popular Bloomsbury Good Reading
Guide, selects the very best books which may or may not have changed the world, but which have
certainly changed the lives of thousands of people who have read them. Some examples of titles
included: Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - a poignant recording of the author's
triumph over the obstacles of being black and poor in a racist society. Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist.
Santiago's meeting with the alchemist opens his eyes to the true values of life, love and suffering
The Diary of Anne Frank Half a century later the story of a teenager coming to maturity in the most
terrible of circumstances remains profoundly moving. Kahlil Gibran, The Prophet Gibran's poetic
essays reveal his thoughts on everything in life from love and marriage to the enigmas of birth and
death. Robert M. Pirsig, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance Pirsig's narrator creates a
philosophical masterpiece that has the power to change lives.

the bean trees themes: Barbara Kingsolver Linda Wagner-Martin, 2013 The Kentucky native
gained recognition as a contemporary author for works such as The Bean Trees and The Poisonwood
Bible.

the bean trees themes: The Kentucky Anthology Wade Hall, 2005-11-11 For over two hundred
years, Kentucky has inspired many of the nation's finest writers, both natives of the Bluegrass State
and outsiders who were entranced by its rich natural wonders and culture. This book assembles a
collection of writings embodying the hopes, concerns, and aspirations that have made the state
unique and yet typically American.

the bean trees themes: Finding a Voice Jean R. Trounstine, Robert P. Waxler, 2005 Philosophy
and practices of an alternative sentencing program

the bean trees themes: Encyclopedia of Women in the American West Gordon Moris
Bakken, Brenda Farrington, 2003-06-26 American women have followed their manifest destiny since
the 1800's, moving West to homestead, found businesses, author novels and write poetry, practice
medicine and law, preach and perform missionary work, become educators, artists, judges, civil
rights activists, and many other important roles spurred on by their strength, spirit, and
determination.



the bean trees themes: Contemporary American Women Fiction Writers Laurie
Champion, Rhonda Austin, 2002-11-30 American women writers have long been creating an
extraordinarily diverse and vital body of fiction, particularly in the decades since World War II.
Recent authors have benefited from the struggles of their predecessors, who broke through barriers
that denied women opportunities for self-expression. This reference highlights American women
writers who continue to build upon the formerly male-dominated canon. Included are alphabetically
arranged entries for more than 60 American women writers of diverse ethnicity who wrote or
published their most significant fiction after World War II. Each entry is written by an expert
contributor and includes:~L"~DBLA brief biography”~L~DBLA discussion of major works and
themes”™ ~DBLA survey of the writer's critical reception”™L”~DBLA bibliography of primary and
secondary sources

the bean trees themes: Encyclopedia of Contemporary American Culture Robert Gregg, Gary
W. McDonogh, Cindy H. Wong, 2005-11-10 As a meeting point for world cultures, the USA is
characterized by its breadth and diversity. Acknowledging that diversity is the fundamental feature
of American culture, this volume is organized around a keen awareness of race, gender, class and
space and with over 1,200 alphabetically-arranged entries - spanning 'the American century' from
the end of World War II to the present day - the Encyclopedia provides a one-stop source for
insightful and stimulating coverage of all aspects of that culture. Entries range from short definitions
to longer overview essays and with full cross-referencing, extensive indexing, and a thematic
contents list, this volume provides an essential cultural context for both teachers and students of
American studies, as well as providing fascinating insights into American culture for the general
reader. The suggestions for further reading, which follows most entries, are also invaluable guides
to more specialized sources.
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