
the glass castle review

the glass castle review offers a detailed exploration of the 2017 film
adaptation of Jeannette Walls' bestselling memoir. This review examines the
movie’s narrative structure, performances, direction, and thematic elements,
providing an insightful analysis for both fans of the book and new viewers.
The glass castle is a compelling story of resilience, family dysfunction, and
personal growth, and this review assesses how effectively these themes
translate to the screen. Additionally, it highlights the film’s
cinematography, score, and emotional impact. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the
adaptation, as well as its place within the broader genre of biographical
dramas. To facilitate easy navigation, this article includes a clear table of
contents outlining the key topics covered in the review.
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Plot Summary and Adaptation

The glass castle review begins with an overview of the film's plot, which
closely follows Jeannette Walls’ memoir about her unconventional and often
tumultuous childhood. The story recounts Walls’ experiences growing up in a
deeply dysfunctional family, marked by poverty, neglect, and parental
instability. The narrative structure alternates between her childhood and
adult life, showcasing how her past shapes her identity and choices. This
dual timeline approach allows viewers to witness the stark contrasts between
innocence and harsh reality.

As an adaptation, the film condenses certain events for cinematic pacing
while maintaining the memoir’s core emotional truths. Key moments such as the
family’s frequent relocations, the father’s charismatic yet destructive
behavior, and the mother’s artistic eccentricity are depicted with
considerable fidelity. However, some critics note that the film simplifies
complex relationships and omits certain nuanced details present in the book.
Despite these changes, the adaptation succeeds in conveying the essence of
Walls’ resilience and the enduring hope for a better future.

Cast and Performances

The glass castle review highlights the strong performances delivered by the
film’s principal cast, which significantly contribute to its emotional
weight. Brie Larson stars as Jeannette Walls, portraying both vulnerability



and determination with subtlety and depth. Her performance captures the
internal conflict of a young woman torn between familial loyalty and the
desire for independence.

Supporting Cast

Woody Harrelson and Naomi Watts play Jeannette’s parents, Rex and Rose Mary
Walls, bringing complexity to their flawed characters. Harrelson’s portrayal
of Rex is particularly notable for balancing charm and volatility, embodying
the paradoxical nature of a father who is both inspiring and damaging. Watts’
performance as Rose Mary emphasizes the mother’s whimsical yet neglectful
tendencies, adding layers to the family dynamic.

Child Actors

The younger versions of Jeannette and her siblings are portrayed
convincingly, adding authenticity to the depiction of childhood adversity.
Their performances help ground the film’s emotional core and engage the
audience with the family’s struggles from an early perspective.

Direction and Cinematography

The film’s direction, led by Destin Daniel Cretton, is praised in this glass
castle review for its sensitive handling of difficult subject matter. Cretton
employs a restrained style that avoids melodrama, allowing the story’s
emotional resonance to develop naturally. His approach emphasizes character
development and intimate moments over spectacle.

Visual Style

The cinematography contributes significantly to the film’s tone, utilizing a
muted color palette that reflects the bleakness of the Walls family’s
circumstances. Strategic use of lighting contrasts between the warmth of
family moments and the coldness of abandonment enhances the storytelling. The
framing often isolates characters to emphasize their emotional isolation and
vulnerability.

Setting and Atmosphere

Locations are carefully chosen to represent the various stages of the
family’s nomadic lifestyle, from dilapidated homes to urban environments.
This variety reinforces the instability central to the narrative and immerses
viewers in the physical and psychological landscape of the Walls’ world.

Thematic Analysis

The glass castle review delves into the prominent themes explored in the
film, which are integral to understanding its impact. Central among these is
resilience—the capacity to overcome hardship despite adverse conditions. The
story illustrates how Jeannette and her siblings develop strength and self-
reliance amid neglect and poverty.



Family Dysfunction and Forgiveness

The film examines the complexities of family ties, portraying the Walls
parents as deeply flawed but not without moments of love and generosity.
Themes of forgiveness and acceptance emerge as Jeannette grapples with her
conflicting feelings toward her parents’ failures and virtues.

Dreams and Reality

The motif of the glass castle itself symbolizes dreams of a better life,
juxtaposed against the harsh realities faced by the family. This tension
between aspiration and actuality underscores many of Jeannette’s decisions
and personal growth throughout the narrative.

Social and Economic Issues

The story also touches on broader social issues such as poverty, addiction,
and homelessness, providing a critical lens on the systemic challenges faced
by marginalized families.

Critical Reception and Audience Response

Upon release, the glass castle received mixed to positive reviews, as noted
in this review. Critics generally praised the performances and emotional
storytelling but expressed some reservations about the film’s pacing and
depth of character development. The adaptation’s faithfulness to the memoir
was both lauded and critiqued for its selective focus on certain plot
elements.

Audience reactions tended to be favorable, particularly among viewers
familiar with the book. Many appreciated the film’s honest depiction of
difficult family dynamics and its hopeful message. However, some viewers felt
the film did not fully capture the memoir’s complexity and nuance.

Positive aspects: strong acting, emotional depth, faithful adaptation of
key themes

Criticisms: narrative simplification, uneven pacing, limited exploration
of secondary characters

Technical Aspects and Soundtrack

The technical execution of the film complements its narrative and thematic
goals, as highlighted in this glass castle review. Editing is smooth,
facilitating transitions between past and present without confusing the
audience. The sound design supports the emotional tone, emphasizing moments
of tension and tenderness alike.

Musical Score

The soundtrack features a subtle and evocative score that enhances the film’s
mood without overwhelming the scenes. Music cues are used to underscore
pivotal moments, adding an additional layer of emotional resonance.



Production Design

Attention to detail in sets and costumes helps to authentically recreate the
time periods depicted and the socio-economic conditions of the Walls family.
This attention to realism strengthens the viewer’s immersion and connection
to the story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall critical reception of 'The Glass
Castle' movie?

The Glass Castle movie received generally positive reviews, with critics
praising the strong performances and emotional storytelling, though some
noted it could be melodramatic at times.

How does 'The Glass Castle' film compare to the
memoir it is based on?

The film closely follows Jeannette Walls' memoir, capturing the essence of
her challenging upbringing, though some critics feel it simplifies certain
complex aspects of the book for cinematic purposes.

Who are the standout actors in 'The Glass Castle' and
how are their performances?

Brie Larson and Woody Harrelson deliver standout performances, with Larson
portraying Jeannette Walls with vulnerability and strength, and Harrelson
convincingly playing the flawed but charismatic father.

What themes are explored in 'The Glass Castle' movie?

The movie explores themes of family dysfunction, resilience, poverty, and
forgiveness, highlighting the impact of childhood experiences on personal
growth.

Is 'The Glass Castle' suitable for family viewing?

Due to its mature themes including neglect and abuse, 'The Glass Castle' is
better suited for adult viewers and older teens rather than younger children.

How does the cinematography contribute to the
storytelling in 'The Glass Castle'?

The cinematography effectively contrasts the harsh realities of the Walls
family's life with moments of beauty and hope, enhancing the emotional depth
of the narrative.

What are some criticisms of 'The Glass Castle' movie?

Some critics argue that the film occasionally leans into sentimentality and



glosses over some of the memoir’s harsher details, which may dilute the
impact of the story.

Would fans of memoir-based dramas enjoy 'The Glass
Castle'?

Yes, fans of memoir-based dramas will likely appreciate 'The Glass Castle'
for its heartfelt portrayal of overcoming adversity and complex family
dynamics.

Additional Resources
1. Educated by Tara Westover
This memoir recounts Tara Westover’s journey from growing up in a strict and
isolated household in rural Idaho to earning a PhD from Cambridge University.
Like *The Glass Castle*, it explores themes of family dysfunction,
resilience, and the transformative power of education. Westover’s story
highlights the struggle to reconcile loyalty to family with personal growth
and self-discovery.

2. Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail by Cheryl Strayed
Cheryl Strayed’s memoir details her solo hike along the Pacific Crest Trail
as a way to heal from personal tragedy and hardship. The book shares a raw
and inspiring narrative of overcoming adversity through physical endurance
and introspection. Similar to *The Glass Castle*, it emphasizes resilience
and the search for identity amid challenging circumstances.

3. The Liars’ Club by Mary Karr
In this memoir, Mary Karr recounts her turbulent childhood in a Texas town,
marked by her mother’s mental illness and her father’s drinking. The
narrative is both darkly humorous and deeply moving, portraying the
complexity of family relationships. Readers of *The Glass Castle* will
appreciate the honest and unflinching look at dysfunction and survival.

4. Running with Scissors by Augusten Burroughs
Augusten Burroughs offers a candid and often humorous memoir of his
unconventional and chaotic upbringing in a psychiatrist’s household. The book
explores themes of neglect, mental illness, and finding one’s way amid
instability. Like *The Glass Castle*, it blends humor with painful realities
to depict a difficult childhood.

5. Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt
Frank McCourt’s Pulitzer Prize-winning memoir chronicles his impoverished
childhood in Limerick, Ireland. The story captures the struggles of poverty,
family hardship, and the longing for a better life. Readers who appreciated
the resilience and candid storytelling in *The Glass Castle* will find
*Angela’s Ashes* equally compelling.

6. Breaking Night: A Memoir of Forgiveness, Survival, and My Journey from
Homeless to Harvard by Liz Murray
Liz Murray’s memoir tells the story of her rise from homelessness and an
unstable childhood to attending Harvard University. It is a powerful
testament to determination, hope, and the ability to overcome seemingly
insurmountable obstacles. Fans of *The Glass Castle* will resonate with
Murray’s tale of perseverance and transformation.

7. Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder



This classic memoir series describes Laura Ingalls Wilder’s pioneer childhood
in the American Midwest. While more nostalgic and less fraught with
dysfunction, it shares themes of family, hardship, and survival in difficult
environments. Readers interested in childhood memoirs and family dynamics may
find this series a gentle complement to *The Glass Castle*.

8. The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother by James
McBride
James McBride’s memoir explores his biracial identity and his mother’s
complex past as a Jewish immigrant. The book delves into themes of race,
family secrets, and identity formation. Like *The Glass Castle*, it offers a
compelling look at how family history shapes personal growth.

9. Furiously Happy: A Funny Book About Horrible Things by Jenny Lawson
Jenny Lawson’s memoir blends humor with candid discussions of her struggles
with mental illness and family challenges. It provides a unique perspective
on resilience and finding joy amid pain. Readers who appreciated the honest
and sometimes humorous tone of *The Glass Castle* will enjoy Lawson’s
distinctive voice.
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  the glass castle review: The Glass Castle SparkNotes Literature Guide SparkNotes,
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these important characters: Jeannette Walls; Dad (Rex Walls); Mom (Rose Mary Walls).
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Wikipedia contributors,
  the glass castle review: Still I Rise Marlene Wagman-Geller, 2017-07-25 “An incredible book
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current politics.” —FangirlNation A #1 Bestseller in 21st Century U.S. History for Teens Still I Rise
takes its title from a work by Maya Angelou and it resonates with the same spirit of an
unconquerable soul, a woman who is captain of her fate. It embodies the strength of character of the
inspiring women profiled. Each chapter will outline the fall and rise of great women heroes who
smashed all obstacles, rather than let all obstacles smash them. The book offers hope to those
undergoing their own Sisyphean struggles. Intrepid women heroes are the antithesis of the
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traditional damsels in distress; rather than waiting for the prince, they took salvation into their own
hands. Celebrate girl power! Women leaders in history celebrated in this book include: Madame C. J.
Walker—first female American millionaireAung San Suu Kyi—Burma’s first lady of freedomBetty
Shabazz—civil rights activistNellie Sachs—Holocaust survivor and Nobel Prize recipientSelma
Lagerlof—first woman Nobel LaureateFannie Lou Hamer—American voting rights activistBessie
Coleman—first African-American female pilotWilma Rudolph—first woman to win three gold
medalsSonia Sotomayor—first Hispanic Supreme Court justiceWangari Maathai—Nobel Prize
winnerWinnifred Mandela—freedom fighterLois Wilson—founder of Al-AnonRoxanne
Quimby—cofounder of Burt’s Bees “Inspirational . . . If you need a little encouragement in your life
during these difficult times, the lives of these women will give you hope.” —Says Me Says Mom
  the glass castle review: The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls | Summary & Analysis
Instaread, 2015-09-08 The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls | Summary & Analysis
Preview: Jeannette Walls chronicles all the heartbreak, deprivation, humor, and love of her
childhood in The Glass Castle, a memoir of growing up dirt-poor on a cross-country odyssey with her
charismatic, but alcoholic, father and her codependent mother. Jeannette began thinking of her
childhood after spotting her mother, Rose Mary, rummaging through trash in New York City. Her
parents were basically living on the street, but offers of help were always rejected. Jeannette went
home to her husband’s apartment on Park Avenue. She arranged to have lunch with her mom, who
advised her to stop feeling guilty, accept her parents as they were, and stop hiding the truth about
them. Taking this advice, Jeannette started writing her story. Her first memory went back to a trailer
park in Arizona. At the age of three, she spent six weeks in a hospital after her pink tutu caught fire
while she was boiling hot dogs with no supervision… PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary and analysis
of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of The Glass
Castle • Summary of book • Introduction to the Important People in the book • Analysis of the
Themes and Author’s Style
  the glass castle review: Reading Is My Window Megan Sweeney, 2010-02-15 Drawing on
extensive interviews with ninety-four women prisoners, Megan Sweeney examines how incarcerated
women use available reading materials to come to terms with their pasts, negotiate their present
experiences, and reach toward different futures. Foregrounding the voices of African American
women, Sweeney analyzes how prisoners read three popular genres: narratives of victimization,
urban crime fiction, and self-help books. She outlines the history of reading and education in U.S.
prisons, highlighting how the increasing dehumanization of prisoners has resulted in diminished
prison libraries and restricted opportunities for reading. Although penal officials have sometimes
endorsed reading as a means to control prisoners, Sweeney illuminates the resourceful ways in
which prisoners educate and empower themselves through reading. Given the scarcity of counseling
and education in prisons, women use books to make meaning from their experiences, to gain
guidance and support, to experiment with new ways of being, and to maintain connections with the
world.
  the glass castle review: THE GLASS CASTLE- Summarized for Busy People Goldmine
Reads, 2017-08-20 This book summary and analysis is created for individuals who want to extract
the essential contents and are too busy to go through the full version. This book is not intended to
replace the original book. Instead, we highly encourage you to buy the full version. Jeannette Walls'
The Glass Castle is a memoir of unbreakable spirit and salvation: an account of the life of a
dysfunctional yet oddly vivacious family. When sober, Jeannette's father was creative and ambitious.
He taught them geology, physics, and how to take on life without doubt or fear. When drunk, he was
untruthful and violent. Meanwhile, Jeannette's mother was indifferent and free-spirited. She
detested the concept of domesticity, and she disliked the responsibility that came with raising
children. Jeannette and her siblings were compelled to look after themselves and fend for one
another. Together, they endured. When they had settled in New York, their parents followed—not
minding the fact that they had nowhere to stay—just so they could come together as a family once
again. Wait no more, take action and get this book now!



  the glass castle review: The Norton/Grove Dictionary of Women Composers Julie Anne Sadie,
Rhian Samuel, 1994 Throughout history women have been composing music, but their achievements
have usually gone unrecognized.
  the glass castle review: Marginal Narratives and the Question of Human Rights in Asian
Pacific Literature Sk Sagir Ali, Avijit Basak, 2024-11-13 This book represents a significant
intervention in human rights and its literary praxis, underscoring its paramount relevance and
pressing urgency within the intricate tapestry of the Asian Pacific context. The book examines the
local trauma endured within the complex geopolitical landscape of the Asian continent while also
embracing a broader outlook that transcends geosocial boundaries. As a pivotal contribution to the
discourse on Asian trauma studies, the chapters address a critical scholarly lacuna by delving into
critical theoretical reflections and providing a robust epistemological foundation. The chapters look
at human rights and trauma studies in a way that focuses not only on Europe. The volume fosters a
deep comprehension of the historical and cultural facets shaping the Asian continent and its human
rights challenges. The book is indispensable for educators, policymakers, and researchers engaged
in the intricate realm of human rights and trauma studies.
  the glass castle review: Extended Summary - The Glass Castle - Based On The Book By
Jeannette Walls Mentors Library, 2023-12-27 EXTENDED SUMMARY: THE GLASS CASTLE – BASED
ON THE BOOK BY JEANNETTE WALLS Are you ready to boost your knowledge about THE GLASS
CASTLE? Do you want to quickly and concisely learn the key lessons of this book? Are you ready to
process the information of an entire book in just one reading of approximately 20 minutes? Would
you like to have a deeper understanding of the techniques and exercises in the original book? Then
this book is for you! BOOK CONTENT: Introduction: Meet the Walls Family A Chaotic Childhood:
Rex and Rose Mary Walls The Nomadic Life: Moving from Place to Place The Glass Castle Dream: A
Promise of a Better Life Hunger and Survival: Scrounging for Food School Days: Jeannette's
Determination to Learn The Fire: Tragedy Strikes the Walls Family New Beginnings: The Family's
Move to Welch, West Virginia The Battle for Normalcy: Jeannette's Struggles in School Rex's
Demons: Alcoholism and Unpredictability Rose Mary's Artistic Pursuits: Balancing Dreams and
Reality Jeannette's Escape: Leaving Welch for New York City Brian's Journey: Jeannette's Brother
Finds His Way Lori's Path: The Eldest Walls Sibling's Pursuits Reflections and Reconciliation: The
Walls Family's Remarkable Journey
  the glass castle review: The American Review of Reviews Albert Shaw, 1927
  the glass castle review: The Girl In the Glass Castle Michael Rawson, 2019-03-14 Everything
from life to imagery such profound stories and images that will help guide you wether it be growing
as a person or help shine light as it does to mine to share with you let the words and imagery sing
into your mind that of a bird chirping outside your window with a low vibrant chime for that is my
dream to bring joy into this world with my gift. -Michael Rawson
  the glass castle review: The Silver Star Jeannette Walls, 2013-06-11 From one of the
bestselling memoirists of all time comes a stunning and heartbreaking novel about an intrepid girl
who challenges the injustice of the adult world in a triumph of imagination and storytelling.
  the glass castle review: Cincinnati Magazine , 2009-10 Cincinnati Magazine taps into the
DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and giving readers a ringside seat on
the issues shaping the region.
  the glass castle review: Outstanding Books for the College Bound Angela Carstensen,
2011-05-27 More than simply a vital collection development tool, this book can help librarians help
young adults grow into the kind of independent readers and thinkers who will flourish at college.
  the glass castle review: New Glass Review , 1999
  the glass castle review: Writing the South through the Self John C. Inscoe, 2011-05-01
Drawing on two decades of teaching a college-level course on southern history as viewed through
autobiography and memoir, John C. Inscoe has crafted a series of essays exploring the southern
experience as reflected in the life stories of those who lived it. Constantly attuned to the pedagogical
value of these narratives, Inscoe argues that they offer exceptional means of teaching young people



because the authors focus so fully on their confrontations—as children, adolescents, and young
adults—with aspects of southern life that they found to be troublesome, perplexing, or challenging.
Maya Angelou, Rick Bragg, Jimmy Carter, Bessie and Sadie Delany, Willie Morris, Pauli Murray,
Lillian Smith, and Thomas Wolfe are among the more prominent of the many writers, both famous
and obscure, that Inscoe draws on to construct a composite portrait of the South at its most complex
and diverse. The power of place; struggles with racial, ethnic, and class identities; the strength and
strains of family; educational opportunities both embraced and thwarted—all of these are themes
that infuse the works in this most intimate and humanistic of historical genres. Full of powerful and
poignant stories, anecdotes, and testimonials, Writing the South through the Self explores the
emotional and psychological dimensions of what it has meant to be southern and offers us new ways
of understanding the forces that have shaped southern identity in such multifaceted ways.
  the glass castle review: The Psychology of Family Law Eve M. Brank, 2019-04-09 Winner,
2021 Lawrence S. Wrightsman Book Award, given by the American Psychology-Law Society Bridges
family law and current psychological research to shape understanding of legal doctrine and policy
Family law encompasses legislation related to domestic relationships—marriages, parenthood, civil
unions, guardianship, and more. No other area of law touches so closely to home, or is changing at
such a rapid pace—in fact, family law is so dynamic precisely because it is inextricably intertwined
with psychological issues such as human behavior, attitudes, and social norms. However, although
psychology and family law may seem a natural partnership, both fields have much to learn from each
other. Our laws often fail to take into account our empirical knowledge of psychology, falling back
instead on faulty assumptions about human behavior. This book encourages our use of psychological
research and methods to inform understandings of family law. It considers issues including child
custody, intimate partner violence, marriage and divorce, and child and elder maltreatment. For
each topic discussed, Eve Brank presents a case, statute, or legal principle that highlights the
psychological issues involved, illuminating how psychological research either supports or opposes
the legal principles in question, and placing particular emphasis on the areas that are still in need of
further research. The volume identifies areas where psychology practice and research already have
been or could be useful in molding legal doctrine and policy, and by providing psychology
researchers with new ideas for legally relevant research.
  the glass castle review: The Development of Children’s Happiness and Success Maria
Kalpidou, 2023-12-06 This engaging book is a comprehensive exploration of children's happiness and
success covering a wide range of factors influencing positive functioning. It offers a holistic view of
children’s well-being, identifying both threats and catalysts to happiness and success, as well as
evidence-based strategies that promote optimal functioning. The first section of the book delves into
the science of happiness, discussing the role of early social relationships, the importance of
experiencing positive emotions and flow, spirituality, and physical health. The second section
focuses on the science of success, exploring topics such as mindsets, self-control, and executive
functions. Finally, the book explores individual and contextual factors explaining why character
matters, the influence of media and technology, and the critical role of disadvantaged environments.
Presenting happiness as an ongoing journey, intertwined with the pursuit and achievement of
personal goals, the book concludes by proposing a new conceptual framework which identifies
pivotal contributors to children's happiness and success such as relationships, self-regulation, and
competence. Suited to upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses in child development, family
studies, education, and positive psychology, this book is also an invaluable resource for caregivers,
educators, and child practitioners. It is a must-read for anyone interested in cultivating a fulfilling,
well-lived life for children and adolescents.
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